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A nonprofit newsletter for the common good and welfare of residents in the Stockbridge, Gregory, Munith and Fitchburg area.

Planning Commission Meeting on Medical Marijuana
Sparks Heated Debate. Township Board Plans to Vote
August 2.

by Patrice Johnson
Thursday, July 20, when the Stockbridge Township Planning
Commission and a handful of Township Board members gathered
for an educational viewing of an MSU webinar on medical
marijuana, they also accommodated a crowd of 15-plus residents.
Following the video, Don Lewis asked to make a comment. Then
sparks began to fly.
“Why are you pushing this crap?” Lewis asked.
Township Supervisor C.G. Lantis replied, “People think I have a
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personal interest. I have no personal interest in facilities. It’s not my thing. But we do have a responsibility to
research anything that comes across our desks.” He asked not to be interrupted and when Lewis persisted,
Lantis asked him to leave.
Deputy Clerk Mandy Urquhart said, “We’ve had town hall meetings. There are more people here tonight than
at those meetings.”
Ed Zick explained, “We didn’t know what was going on until now.”
Lori Zick asked to speak. “I grew up here,” she said. “I went to school here. We have a good community with
a bad reputation, and we don’t need to harm our reputation any more. How many kids around this area are
doing opioids or heroin? We don’t need to promote drugs. Why not put our resources into a rehab center? It
would be full.”
Lantis indicated the state of Michigan was encouraging local governments to consider enacting ordinances.
He later added that after prior meetings, outside interests had approached him. “Other individuals,” he said,
“are looking at this as a business.” He said he had asked them about job opportunities, and they had all
said they would pay $15 an hour. “They want to be part of the community,” Lantis said, “and contribute to
organizations like SRSLY. We have a lack of employment in this town.”
Corey Baird, a 17-year veteran Stockbridge school teacher, was recognized to speak. “I’ve talked to the folks
at SRSLY, and they’re against this,” he said. “The school board is opposed. Local doctors and dentists are all
opposed. Law enforcement is opposed.
Story continued on page 3.

Eighth in the World - Stockbridge High School
Students Take 8th Place at International
Underwater Robotics Competition.

Article and photos by Bob Richards
June 29—Stockbridge High School’s
Underwater Robotics Team finished 8th in
the Ranger Class which featured teams
from around the United States and 17 other
countries at the Marine Advanced Technology
Education (MATE) Center’s 16th Annual
International Student ROV Competition. The
Stockbridge High School Team consists of
Senior Jake Chapman, Juniors Colin Lilley,
Madi Howard, Faith Whitt, and Michelle Zemke
along with Freshmen Kael Bunce. The team
is mentored by Stockbridge High School
L-R: Michelle Zemke, Jake Chapman, Faith Whitt, Robotics Instructor Bob Richards.
Remotely operated vehicles, or ROVs, are
Colin Lilley, Kael Bunce, Madison Howard
tethered underwater robots used to complete tasks in underwater environments. The SHS
team competed against more than 40 teams from around the world, using an ROV that they
designed and built during the past school year.
At the International ROV Competition, held June 23 – 25 in Long Beach, California,
the Stockbridge Team competed against the top teams from MATE’s network of regional
competitions. SHS was the winner in the MATE Great Lakes Regional ROV Contest, which
was held April 22, 2017 in Alpena, Michigan.
Each year, MATE’s ROV competition encourages students to learn and apply science,
technology, engineering, and math skills to complete tasks that simulate real-world problems
from the ocean workplace.
To learn entrepreneurial skills, student teams must form “companies” that produce ROV
products to complete a specific set of tasks.
Story continued on page 3.
This year, the contest focuses on how ROVs are used to ensure the health and safety of our

Elder Ridge Burns to the Ground

Photo credit Bob Williams
Elder Ridge Manor, located at
the intersection of M-36 and Brogan
Road between Stockbridge and
Plainfield, burned to the ground
Thursday, July 13. Thankfully,
reports are that no one was injured
as all patients were off site, due to
the property undergoing remodeling.
According to ourparents.com,
Elder Ridge Manor “provides
assisted living and microCommunity: Group Home” services.
The website states: “Assisted
living facilities are an apartmentstyle habitat designed to focus
on providing assistance with daily
living activities. They provide a
higher level of service for the elderly
which can include preparing meals,
housekeeping, medication assistance, laundry, and also do regular
check-in’s on the residents. Basically, they are designed to bridge the
gap between independent living and nursing home facilities.
Also, Elder Ridge Manor is a Micro community which means it is a
smaller senior community.”
It is unknown whether the owners plan to rebuild.

Stockbridge Community Choir
Travels to Rome

Stockbridge Choir Teacher Carol
Hatch

A group photo in Florence, Italy

Photos and information
provided by Carol Hatch
The Stockbridge Area Community
Choir traveled to Rome to perform
in June.
The choir began singing together
in September of 2016 with the
intent of performing choral literature
under the direction of Dr. Z. Randall
Stroope in Rome.
The group, a dedicated
assortment of singers and
nonsingers of a wide range of
ages and backgrounds, shares on
commonality: they love to sing!
The choir holds other titles
as students, teachers, nurses,
investment specialists and
professional musicians.
Stockbridge Community Schools
Choir teacher Carol Hatch said,
“It was the trip of a life-time and
both the Italian culture along with
the ultimate experience in musical
performance with our Rome Festival
International Choir, will remain in
my heart forever.”
They plan to visit Ireland for the
Dublin Choral Festival in 2019.
Venice, Italy

The choir performs in Rome, Italy
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Who We Are

The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization, (#C44001565), operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print newsletter
serves nearly 8,000 households in the 34-square mile area of the Stockbridge
school district, reaching approximately 24,000 residents. Our Website and
Facebook pages are pleased to serve more than 10,000 viewers each month with a
growing list of followers. Any proceeds beyond one year’s operating expenses will
be donated to a charity of the Board’s choice.

Our Mission

To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the local
Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg community through the collection and
dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit information.

Our Board of Directors:

Name		
Patrice Johnson, President
Molly Howlett, Vice President
Judy Williams, Treasurer
Bev Glynn, Secretary
Hope Salyer
Roberta Ludtke
Diane Rockall
Nancy Wisman
Adjunct Directors
Rachel Sweet
Mary Krummrey		
Debbie Nogle
Andrea Stickney
Volunteers
Amy Haggerty		
Linda Stephens		

Contact Us:

Roles and Responsibilities
Editor-in-Chief
Local Government & Nonprofit Liaison. School News
Chief Financial Officer
Gregory & Unadilla News
Technology. Graphics Design. Reporting
Sales and Public Relations
Historian: “A Look Back in Time,” Obituaries
Operations & Assistant Editor

Community Calendar
Graphics Design
Business Development
Assistant Editor
Accounting
Online

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews
Website: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
Email: stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com

Thank You sponsors

We are grateful for the encouragement and support of all who have helped
bring the Stockbridge Community News to light. While those who have
contributed their time and effort are too numerous to mention here, the News
gratefully wishes to recognize our Charter Sponsors for their monetary donations.
Platinum
$5,000 to $7,999
· SAEF, Charlotte and Robert Camp Memorial Endowment Fund*
Gold
$2,000 to $4,999
Silver
$1,000 to $1,999
· Michigan Press Women*		
· Trinity Health*
· Roberta and Gary Ludtke*
Bronze
$500 to $999
· Abbott and Fillmore*		
· Adiska Family Dental*
· Angelo and Ruth Ann Parente*
· Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home*
· Diane Rockall*			
· Eleanor R. Cosgray*
· Granger*			
· Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition*
Friend
$100 to $499
· American Legion Post 510*		
· Andrea and William Stickney*
· Anonymous*			
· Bev and Dave Glynn*
· Cameron and Debra Corts*		
· Chuck and Nancy Wisman*
· Donna Erhart*			
· Don Hannewald Construction
· Dorothy and Aaron Craft*		
· Elaine and Clifford A. Skinner*
· Ed and Lori Zick			
· Farmer’s State Bank*		
· Glenn-Brooke Realty*		
· Hickory Ridge Farms*		
· Janice and Thomas Lavachis*
· Jeannine Wayman*		
· Jim and Patrice Johnson*		
· Jon and Elizabeth Fillmore
· Judy and Bob Williams*		
· Linda and Clair Risner*		
· Marilyn Potter			
· Molly and Rick Howlett*		
· Open Air Market of Stockbridge*
· Roger Liebman* 		
· Stockbridge Area Arts Council
· Stockbridge Area Garden Club*
· Stockbridge Community Education*
· Stockbridge Lions Foundation*
· Vivian May*
		
· Wendy and Mitch Hause*		
* Charter Sponsors

Community Aug.
Calendar
12, 19 - Young Eagle Aviation Days at Mason

Aug. 2 - Storyteller Jean Bolley 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the
Stockbridge Library
Aug. 2 - Stockbridge Township Board meeting August
2 at 7 pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall to discuss
Medical Marihuana licenses and ordinances for the
township.
Aug. 3 - Arts & Crafts with Colleen (Ages 8-12) 11
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25 - Open Air Market of Stockbridge
4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Town Hall
Aug. 7-11 - Star Wars Themed Vacation Bible School 9
a.m. to noon at Crossroads Community Church
Aug. 7, 14 - SRSLY in the Park 6 to 8 p.m. at Vet’s
Park
Aug. 7 - Stockbridge Village Council Meeting 7 to 9
p.m. in room 112 of the Old Middle School.
Aug. 9, 16 - Impression 5 Science Center - Build
It Challenge (Ages 8-12) 3 to 4 p.m. at the
Stockbridge Library.
Aug. 10-12 - Plainfield Methodist Church Annual
Yard Sale 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thur-Fri; 9 a.m. to noon
Sat.

Jewett Airport 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (12th) 7:30 a.m. to 2
p.m. (19th)
Aug. 12-13 - 11th Annual Antique Tractor-Truck &
Farm Equipment Show 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (12th) and
noon to 5 p.m. (13th) at Waterloo Farm Museum.
Aug. 17 - Minecraft Game Nights (Ages 8-15) 7 to
8:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library.
Aug. 19 - LEGO TIME BRICK-A-PALOOZA 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. at the Dansville Community Center
Aug. 21 - Stockbridge Township Meeting 7:30 to 9
p.m. at the Stockbridge Town Hall
Aug. 22 - Town Hall Players Auditions 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Stockbridge Town Hall
Aug. 22 - SAGHS Presents: American Indians in
Michigan 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Town
Hall
Aug. 25 - Stockbridge Outreach Open House and
Volunteer Recognition Day 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the
Stockbridge Community Outreach
Community Calendar
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

Have an engagement, wedding or special anniversary
to announce? Want to publish minutes to a meeting? A
death in the family? Send us your announcement.

More photos and up-to-the-minute
news and information available on our
website

We’ll post it at a reasonable rate on the website and publish it in our next
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
print edition. Simply email stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.
Plus, public announcements and minutes will remain visible online for
two full months, or until you replace them with new information.

Stockbridge Wildlife Photos by Rose Collison

A Baltimore oriole alights on a
maple tree branch

Red fox pups at play

Ring-necked pheasant rooster on
alert

Gregory 4th of July Photos by Judy Williams

DEATH NOTICES JULY 2017
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Included below are the names of community residents who have recently died of whom
we have been notified. We plan to publish them in the printed monthly edition each month.
The included names have all been listed on Stockbridge Community News website in the
past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future edition please contact
Stockbridge Community News. There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are
also available for a fee.
· John J. Poole - June 28, 2017 - Stockbridge
· Delza DeWayne Pitts - May 21, 2017 - Stockbridge
· Sue Zelle Nottingham - June 22, 2017 - Stockbridge
· Nickolas Robert “Butch” Dimitroff - June 21
· William Edward “Bill” Hausch - June 20 - Munith
· David Robert Nemeth - July 2, 2017 - Stockbridge
· Joseph E. Drew- July 8 - Munith
· Amy White - July 1 - Stockbridge
· Vicki Lynne Brewster - July 4 - Jackson
· Patsy J. Belbeck - May 30 - Stockbridge · John Anthony Klink - July 11 - Waterloo
· Paul E. Bailey - July 14 - Stockbridge
· Grace Collins - July 20 - Stockbridge

Unadilla Township Firefighters
cooking their famous BBQ chicken

Michael Fouts Gentile Reins Farm

Abraham Lincoln, AKA Gordie
Kunzelman, reading his notes before
the start of the parade

Planning Commission Meeting on Medical Marijuana
Sparks Heated Debate. Township Board Plans to Vote
August 2. (continued from page 1)

THC levels are much higher than they used to be.” Baird said he
had attended a high school assembly in which marijuana surfaced as
the central topic as a gateway drug. “I’m particularly concerned with
dispensaries,” he added.
Concerned that the marijuana industry is an all-cash business—no
federal banks or agencies will hold or track its funds, this reporter asked
about the potential for abuse. Lantis insisted that tracking systems would
be put in place.
Lori Zick and others requested the issue be brought before township
residents for a vote.
A report by the Michigan State
Lantis and Uruquot cited the recent township survey in which 233 parcel
Police emphasizes “this is not the
owners, or 13%, responded with 119 in favor, 114 opposed. “I don’t have
marijuana that the public and our
lawmakers remember from college.” a dog in this fight,” Lantis insisted and expressed frustration that he felt
caught between the 51% in favor and 49% opposed.
The Powerpoint presentation
The timetable? “We’re trying to get the Planning Commission to look
indicates that THC levels in the US
averaged 1.5% during 1980 and rose at and write ordinances by next Wednesday’s meeting,” Lantis said. On
to 28% in Colorado during 2014. All August 2, the Township Board will hold a special meeting to vote on
told, that’s an increase of 1,866% of medical marijuana.
the psychoactive ingredient.
When asked if the Board was bound to abide by the Planning
Commission’s recommendations, Lantis replied no. “The Board will look at their recommendations and then
use our best judgment.”
According to the MSU webinar, a community can pick and choose to participate in any or none of the medical
marijuana industry’s five component parts: dispensaries, grow facilities, processing centers, provisioning
centers, safety compliance facilities, and secure transporters. Adopting a resolution or policy statement to say
no makes a community’s intent clear, and outside, yet-unnamed parties will move on. For example, Webberville
has adopted ordinances allowing marijuana activity. Chelsea has adopted ordinances that say no.
May a licensed operator grow, process, provision, transport and dispense from one facility?
“Yes,” Lantis answered. He pointed out that combining all functions is currently not prohibited, other than
testing, which must remain separate. A commissioner added that the only restrictions that Michigan has placed
for growing are that it must be confined to areas zoned industrial or agricultural. Lantis explained that local
farmers are unlikely to participate in growing medical marijuana because they’d lose their federal insurance,
and the question arose as to who is behind the push for approval.
Baird suggested that making any decisions at this time is premature. “Why not wait until the state resolves
the issues?” he asked. “Put it to a vote in November. I don’t think this needs to be commercialized.”
Lantis again cited the township survey results and referred to them as an example of the Board’s efforts at
transparency. “When the large facilities come, they will dry up the small caregiver producers,” he said.

Lantis Properties &
Leasing
Office: (517) 851-8800, 5116 S. M-106
Stockbridge, MI 49285
Kitley Auto Repair		
Focus on U
Car Quest		
Unique Tax Prep
Stockbridge Wellness Center

See the full article at http://stockbridgecommunitynews.com/questions-mount-…s-july-20-and-28/
Timetable July 26: Township Planning Commission to formulate and recommend Medical Marijuana
ordinances. 7:00. Township Hall. August 2: Township Board to vote on Medical Marijuana ordinances, 7:00.
Township Hall.

Eight in the World - Stockbridge High School
Students Take 8th Place at International Underwater
Robotics Competition. (continued from page 1)

seaports, from monitoring cargo containers to cleaning up contaminants on the seafloor.
Teams participated in ROV product demonstrations that required them to pilot their vehicle to complete tasks
such as constructing an underwater “hyperloop” system, sampling sediment for contaminants, investigating
containers that fell from a cargo ship to the seafloor, and repairing a fountain used in a water and light show. In
addition, teams prepared technical documentation for their vehicle, made a product presentation to a panel of
judges, and created a marketing display.
This is the seventh year that the SHS ROV team has participated in the Great Lakes Regional ROV Contest,
and the fourth year it has attended the MATE International ROV Competition.
For more information about the SHS ROV team, please contact Stockbridge Robotics Instructor Bob
Richards at (517) 851-7770 Ext. 6205 or richardr@panthernet.net.
For more information about the MATE ROV competition, visit www.marinetech.org/rov-competition or contact
Jill Zande at jzande@marinetech.org.
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Stockbridge Community Schools
Welcomes New Administration

Superintendent’s Message

Welcome Back to Stockbridge Community Schools! We hope you
have had an enjoyable summer.
First of all, we want to thank our school district community for the
passing of the bond. We can only have success in the education of
High School Principal – Jeff Trapp Curriculum and Testing
children by having dedicated employees and a caring school district
Mr. Trapp has been a secondary
Coordinator – Jessica Martell
community. We appreciate all of your continued support for our schools.
science classroom teacher for
Ms. Martell will be coordinating
We are very pleased with the outcome of the Junior/Senior High. A
thirteen years. He has also been the testing and curriculum development
science department chair and the
for next school year. She has been tremendous amount of work has been completed this summer. During
the month of August we will be completing the final touches and our
coach of various sports. Mr. Trapp
a secondary Biology and English
buildings will be ready for the first day of school on August 28th.
has a Master of Arts in teaching
teacher for us since 2006. Ms.
The school district will also be scheduling and announcing a Grand
and curriculum at Michigan State
Martell will remain as a teacher for
Opening Ceremony to take place later this fall after school begins.
University. Mr. Trapp is looking
half of her day while working on
Meanwhile, we hope you will join us at our Open House scheduled for
forward to his new position as High administrative duties for the other
August 23rd. If you would like to schedule a tour of any facility or have
School Principal.
half. She has a Master of Arts
degree in Curriculum and Instruction any questions at any time please do not hesitate to call, stop in, or email.
Junior High Principal – Joe Wenzel from Spring Arbor University.
Karl Heidrich
Current Assistant Principal/Athletic
Superintendent
Director Mr. Wenzel has been
Community Services/Early
named the Junior High Principal.
Childhood Director – Janice
He has served the district as a
Armstrong
counselor for many years and the
Mrs. Armstrong’s role has expanded District Administration and Support
last four years as a secondary
to Community Services Direction
Superintendent 					
Karl Heidrich
administrator. The district is in the
along with existing duties of Early
Director of Transportation & Business Manager
Tracey Wooden
process of finding a new athletic
Childhood Education. She has been Executive Assistant/Data Management 		
Kristie Knieper
director.
with the school district since 1997.
Payroll and Benefits 				
Jennifer Goble
Director of Instruction - Michelle
Hilla
Ms. Hilla is our new Director of
Instruction after serving seven years
as a Smith Elementary teacher.
She has a Master’s Degree in
Reading from Central Michigan
University. Ms. Hilla will be working
with Title programs, professional
development, and with instructional
development.
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Board of Education

Carrie Graham - President
Kary Gee - Vice-President
Judy Heeney - Secretary
Cindy Lance - Treasurer
Christopher Kruger - Trustee
Larry Ostrander - Trustee
Garrick Rochow - Trustee

Director of Instruction 				
Director of Special Education 			
High School Principal 				
Junior High Principal 				
Heritage School Principal 				
Smith Elementary Principal 			
Community Services/Early Childhood Director
Transportation Coordinator 			
Food Service Director 				
Director of Maintenance 				
Energy Management 				

Michelle Hilla
Lenea Martin
Jeff Trapp
Joe Wenzel
Sarah Bentley
Brad Edwards
Janice Armstrong
Bev Showerman
Stephanie White
Mike Pierson
Mike Demint

The following projects
are in their final stages of
completion:

Junior/Senior High (7-8, 9-12)
New addition – Three state of
the art science labs, gymnasium,
academic entry, and fitness area.
Remodeled Science Labs for
Junior High; Career and Technical
remodeling; Journalism, Art, Band,
Choir Remodeling; Cafeteria
and Stage Remodel; Media
Center Remodel; New Lockers;
New Ceilings and Lighting;New
Parking Lot, exterior lighting and
resurfacing; Secured Entrance
Heritage School – Secured
Entrance; Parking Lot Resurface
Smith Elementary – Secured
Entrance; Rebuilding of Parking
Lot; Central Office is moving to
Smith
In addition, each teacher
will have a new interactive
classroom display device. This
is an addition to our one to one
technology program that is
already in place

Thank you for supporting the 23rd annual a day in the village the Stockbridge Chamber of Commerce
The Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce would like
to thank everyone for their support of the 23rd Annual A
Day in the Village. We had another amazing year and we
couldn’t have done it without the help of everyone involved.
Thanks to our PLATINUM SPONSORS: STOCKBRIDGE
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, ADISKA
FAMILY DENTAL, AND STOCKBRIDGE LIONS CLUB.
Gold Sponsors: Abbott and Fillmore Agency, Granger, My
Body Shop, Paul Dobos DDS Family Dentistry and St. Joe’s
Chelsea. Silver Sponsors: Stockbridge Lionesses and Wild
Sanitation. Bronze Sponsors: Friends of the Stockbridge
Library, Mainstreet Printing and SSBBank.
Thank you to Ron Hodder and the SAESA Explorers for
volunteering all weekend and helping to keep everything
running smoothly. We couldn’t have done it without their
help!
We would also like to thank the National Honor Society for
the two volunteers that helped as well.
Thank you to the Village of Stockbridge, DPW and
Stockbridge Township for their support of the event.
Thanks to SAESA Fire, SAESA Ambulance and
Stockbridge Police for keeping everyone safe during the
event.
Thanks to SRSLY, Stockbridge Library, Backstreet Bar and
Family Restaurant, Double Deuce Diner, SHS Cheer Team
and Positively Chiropractic for holding additional events
during A Day in the Village to help make the event bigger and
better for our community.
Thank you to Abbott & Fillmore, ACE Hardware, B &
A Sports, Backstreet Bar and Family Restaurant, Barber
Shop, Big Chuck’s, Carney’s Complete Auto, Classic

Embroiling, Country Petals, Cravingz, Dr. Dobos DDS
Family Dentistry, Farmer’s State Bank, Gordie’s Power
Equipment, Gregory Market, Hairworks, Hickory Ridge,
Hungry Howies, Jerrold’s Quality Flooring, Jiffy Mix, Kitley’s
Custom Exhaust, L & B Outlet, Lakeside Looks Salon,
Stockbridge Library, Mainstreet Printing, Medina’s Take Out,
Munith Mane Event, NAPA, Planet Video, Ransom’s, Rob’s
Pizza, Rush Archery, Stockbridge Shell, Simply You Salon &
Spa, Specialty Satellite, SSBBank, Stockbridge Auto Care,
Stockbridge Bowl, Stockbridge Diner, Stockbridge Pharmacy,
Tab’s Custom Cuts, Tin Roof, Tracy Graphics, Unique Tax
Preparation and Willow Creek.
Thank you to Aaron Gerisch, John Salyer II, Josh
McAlister, Jack Marshall for all their help setting up,
organizing and shooting a fantastic fireworks display. One
of the things that makes the show so amazing is the great
location we are able to launch from. Thank you to Brian
Mason and 52 Landscape for allowing us to use their
property for the show.
Thank you to Ed Bock’s Feeds and Stuff, Wags2Whiskers,
Family Farm and Home, Hickory Ridge, Tracy Graphics and
Mugg & Bopps for donating prizes and items to the event.
We would also like to thank the following businesses for
generously donating hours of employee time to plan this
event: Abbott and Fillmore Agency, Farmers State Bank,
SSBBank and Stockbridge Bowl.
We put this event together for our community so thank you
to everyone who came out to enjoy all the activities we could
put together. Because of the support we receive from all the
sponsors and donations we are still able to keep the event
FREE for families to enjoy.

Village of Stockbridge Meeting Minutes, June 5, 2017

Meeting called to order by President Hollenbeck at 7:00 pm.
Roll Call: PRESENT: President Robert Hollenbeck, Trustee Frederick Cattell, Trustee Patrick Harden, Trustee
Christina DuWig, Trustee Carmelita Valdez-Weaks, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Molly Howlett ABSENT: None
Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk; John Gormley, Village Attorney; Citizens were also present
Pledge of Allegiance President Hollenbeck led the pledge of allegiance.
Approval of Agenda MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden to approve the June 5, 2017 agenda as
amended; Omit Closed Session
Approval of Minutes MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden to approve the minutes of May 1, 2017 as
amended to delete duplicate. Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
PUBLIC COMMENT: No comment.
DDA Plan Amendment Public Hearing President opened the Public Hearing at 7:08pm.
No comments. President closed the Public Hearing at 7:08pm.
DDA Plan Amendment Approval Motion by Howlett, SUPPORTED by F. Cattell, APPROVED; Adopt Ordinance
2017-0605 the 2017 Plan Amendment to the Village of Stockbridge Development Authority’s Development Plan
Pursuant to the Provisions of Act 197 Public Acts of Michigan of 1975, as Amended:1.(1.9.1) Strike Paragraphs 4.1,
7.2.1, 9.2.1, 10.1 2. (1.9.2) Change Paragraph 16.3 to read: Banner and Bracket Program – the SDDA is sponsoring
a Banner and Bracket program in the downtown district each year to hang brackets onto the existing light poles,
previously installed by the SDDA, to decorate the town with the intent of making the core downtown more attractive
to assist businesses by drawing customers into the downtown district at a cost not to exceed $15,000 for 2017 and
$5,000 per year thereafter. The source of funding is TIF revenues, pursuant to MCL 125.1661 (1) (e) AYES: Duwig,
Valdez-Weaks, Howlett, F. Cattell, Harden, Mullins, Hollenbeck NAYES: None. ABSENT: None. MOTION CARRIED
FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Howlett SUPPORTED by Mullins to approve the accounts
payable as presented by Clerk Nogle in the amount of $30,471.92. AYES: Harden, Mullins, Howlett, Valdez-Weaks,
DuWig, Hollenbeck NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. MOTION PASSED
NEW BUSINESS Relinquish of Water Taps – 513 Old Orchard Ed Duranzyk requested the taps be relinquished
at 513 Old Orchard. MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by F. Cattell, APPROVED; Accept the transfer of water and
sewer at 513 Old Orchard Street. Motion carried unanimously
Bid for Memorial Park Paving MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by F. Cattell, APPROVED; to accept the bid from
Quinn Paving and Excavating repaving at Memorial Park. Ayes: DuWig, Howlett, Valdez-Weaks, Mullins, F. Cattell,
Harden, Hollenbeck Nays: None. Absent: None. MOTION PASSED
Water Assessment MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; to hire Umbaugh to conduct a
Water Assessment Plan as required by the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. Motion carried
unanimously.
Bid for Pump House #4 MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by F. Cattell, APPROVED; to accept the quote from
Jeffrey Harden in the amount of $9,500.00; and add the Village of Stockbridge as an additional insured. Ayes: DuWig,
Howlett, Valdez-Weaks, Mullins, F. Cattell, Harden, Hollenbeck Nays: None Absent: None MOTION PASSED
Public Comment Debbie Marshall - Capital Connection fees should not be so high, website shows $2,500.00 per
connection. Dennis – Concerned with cemetery. Plants were pulled out around burial site. Tom Wallace – Disappointed
in the condition of the flags in the downtown. Capital connection was changed in 2014, from $2500 to $1800 per
connection. June 16, 2017 is the Ribbon Cutting for the new park.
Council Member Comments Cattell reposted the position of treasurer. The next deadline is June 16, 2017. Howlett
received compliments on cemetery.
Attorney Comments None
ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Harden, SUPPORTED by F. Cattell, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at
8:13pm.
Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

Our all-volunteer committee worked hard to bring this
event to the community. The 2017 Committee Members
are Nicole Crouch, Deb Winnie, Linda Inman, Ed & Betti
Wetherell, Jon Fillmore, Mike Klimkiewicz, Mike FryeHenderson and Kristi Brewster. If you see any of the
committee members please help us thank them for their
help.
Our goal is to keep making this event bigger and better
for years to come. If anyone has any ideas or would like to
volunteer some time to help, we would sincerely appreciate
it, just send an email to stockbridgeareachamber@gmail.com
and we can get you involved.

Why Dieting Won’t Make
You Happy or Healthy

by Joy Mulrath, LMSW
Do you have an unhealthy relationship with food and
exercise? If you answered ‘yes’, count yourself among a
growing number of Americans.
According to a 2012 food and health survey from the
International Food Information Council Foundation, 52
percent of Americans believe that doing taxes is easier than
figuring out how to eat healthy. Moreover, a 2015 report from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention identified
more than one-third (36.5 percent) of U.S. adults as obese.
Health websites and magazines offer supposed solutions,
and often push fad diets or unrealistic weight loss gimmicks.
These promotions are accompanied by photos of airbrushed
models that project youth and energy.
Though most of us have our suspicions and know we don’t look like these models,
we buy into these diets nonetheless. Ultimately, we are left feeling disappointed and
inadequate.
Negative self-talk and a sense of failure do not create lasting change, or better
health. The truth is that dieting leads to a greater sense of body dissatisfaction,
regardless of whether or not we experience weight loss. Dieting is predicated on the
idea that there is something wrong with our body, and that a new super food, pill or
piece of exercise equipment will help us feel better about our physique, and thereby
feel better about ourselves.
Our relationship with food and exercise impacts more than just our appearance.
A poor relationship with food and exercise can result in overeating and may lead to
extensive physiological dysfunction. Dieting can affect serotonin levels and may
even manifest as behavioral mood swings that negatively impact our professional or
personal relationships.
As an psychotherapist at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea, I have seen this result all too
often. I regularly meet and treat patients living with severe depression and anxiety due
to their eroding relationship with food and exercise. In some cases, these long-held
feelings of discontent lead to anorexia, bulimia, binge eating disorder or other serious
health–related issues.
Fortunately, there are healthy alternatives.
So stop investing your hard earned money into gimmicks and stop the yo-yo dieting.
For those looking to create lasting change, give yourself permission to seek help.
At St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea, we recommend “attuned and intuitive eating”, which
is taught through Hungerwise™, a nine-week group course offered through the
hospital system in partnership with The Center for Eating Disorders in Ann Arbor. Our
health philosophy is based on the idea that we can become more aware of our body’s
natural hunger and fullness cues and better understand our body’s physical reaction
to different foods. Hungerwise™ also encourages the “joyful movement” that our body
wants versus exercises that society tells us we “should” do. If you don’t enjoy the
treadmill or gym, seek exercise elsewhere, and pursue the physical activities you enjoy.
To look and feel our best, we need to care for our body, mind and soul. Be curious
and compassionate with how you approach nutrition and exercise and evaluate how
you can make small, incremental changes that leave you feeling better after a meal or
activity. When nutrition and movement leave the body feeling satisfied, we are better
equipped to deal with life and whatever challenges it throws our way.
Joy Mulrath, LMSW, is an Outpatient Behavioral Health Services therapist and
coordinates the Hungerwise™program at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. For more
information on the Hungerwise™program or to register to attend an upcoming course,
please call Joy directly at 734-593-5263. Fall classes are currently forming.
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2017 LOWER MICHIGAN HORSE ASSOCIATION

Photos and information provided by Rose
Collison
July 15 & 16th Ingham county fair grounds had the
LMHA Horse Show.
Kayden Scurlock did Western Pleasure walk trot and
Western Horsemanship walk trot and Justin Collison did
Pee Wee Pleasure walk and Equitation Pee Wee walk.
Kayden placed 6th in both on Saturday, and Justin
placed 7th and 8th. Sunday Kayden placed 4th and 6th
and Justin placed 6th and 8th.

Kayden Scurlock

Justin Collison
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Stockbridge Library Hosts Book Signing by Local
Author, Patrice Johnson

A Look Back in Time

Photos and Article by Judy Williams
The Stockbridge Branch of the Capital Area District Libraries was
packed with an attentive audience to hear Patrice Johnson talk about
her new book The Fall and Rise of Tyler Johnson. The book is based
on the journals and actual events of her son’s life as a fugitive of the
US government.
First-time author Johnson is a Stockbridge resident, a former
Stockbridge teacher, a graduate of Stockbridge High School and
editor of the Stockbridge Community News. Her son, Tyler, the
central character of the dramatic true story, was a native of Michigan,
and his driving goal throughout the book is to find a way to return
home to his family.
In his journals, Tyler details how he coped with facing the threat
of life in prison for an alleged act of environmental extremism. A
Caltech Presidential Merit Scholar, he eludes the FBI and flees to
a Mediterranean island south of France. Fiction? No. This narrative
non-fiction work, based on Tyler’s writings, depicts an idealistic
young genius’s struggle to overcome the crushing consequences
from a night of college binge drinking in a post-911 world.
This serious, tender, and sometimes funny, 493-page work
chronicles
Tyler’s battle to survive as a fugitive, all while trying to
Author, Patrice Johnson, sharing the
background information for her non-fiction piece together the shards of his life and maintain a relationship
with the Japanese lover who fled with him. Living off the grid in the
narrative.

wilds of Corsica and on the streets of Marseilles and Paris, Tyler copes with starvation, thirst, the degradation
of homelessness, and human and creature attacks. His story raises a warning flag to others who may feel
tempted to cross to the wrong side of the law.
A portion of the royalties for The Fall and Rise of Tyler Johnson will be donated to Longmont Community
Justice Partnership (LCJP). The LCJP collaborates among police, schools, and municipal courts to provide
restorative justice as an alternative to the traditional criminal system. Johnson stated, “No young person should
feel his or her life is over, no matter how serious the mistake.”

5 Ways to Spot a Lottery Scam

by Laurie Goodlock
According to the FBI, in 2015 consumers lost more than $19 million to solicitation scams. These scams,
commonly referred to as “advance fee,” “lottery” or “sweepstake” scams, often begin with fraudsters telling
victims they’ve won a lottery or sweepstake raffle. The consumer is issued a check worth more than the amount
owed and instructed to pay taxes and fees before receiving a lump sum payment. Unfortunately, the check––in
addition to the raffle––is bogus.
1. Don’t be fooled by the appearance of the check. Scam artists are using sophisticated technology to create
legitimate looking counterfeit checks. Some are counterfeit money orders, some are phony cashier’s checks
and others look like they are from legitimate business accounts. The company name may be real, but someone
has forged the checks without their knowledge.
2. Never “pay to play.” There is no legitimate reason for someone who is giving you money to ask you to wire
money back or send you more than the exact amount—that’s a red flag that it’s a scam. If a stranger wants to
pay you for something, insist on a cashier’s check for the exact amount, preferably from a local bank or one
with a local branch.
3. Verify the requestor before you wire or issue a check. It is important to know to whom you are sending
money to before you send it. Just because someone contacted you doesn’t mean he or she is a trusted source.
4. Ensure a check has “cleared” to be most safe. Under federal law, banks must make deposited funds
available quickly, but just because you can withdraw the money doesn’t mean the check is good, even if it’s a
cashier’s check or money order. Be sure to ask if the check has cleared, not merely if the funds are available
before you decide to spend the money.
5. Report any suspected fraud to your bank immediately. Bank staff are experts in spotting fraudulent checks.
If you think someone is trying to pull a fake check scam, don’t deposit it— report it. Contact your local bank or
the National Consumers League’s Fraud Center, fraud.org.
For more Information, visit aba.com/Seniors
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by Diane Rockall
In Augusts past we may have sat on the porch on a warm
sunny afternoon drinking a large, cold lemonade or other
beverage. We may have spent times at the lake or the beach or
dreamed of doing that, but now it seems we all need to be active,
busy and connected at all times. Here’s to those quiet, good old
days of memory, but were they ever so?
In 1892, one hundred and twenty five years ago, Stockbridge
Township officials requested a bond vote that was approved to
build the Township Hall. From April of 1892 until the summer of
1893 the bonding, bidding process and construction took place.
August 1893, the Township announced in the local newspaper the
user fees for the hall’s auditorium. The original vote to raise funds
by bonding was 127 yes and 110 no. The entire cost of the project
was $5,500.
Fifty years later as the nation was preparing for a second
World War, and citizens throughout the country were asked to
donate scrap and “junk” to turn into usable weaponry for the
military. Ingham County announced a scrap harvest for August
30. Stockbridge village held its own scrap drive on August 28 and
29 to prepare for the event.
Also in 1942 the fruit harvest came in early. Some local food
sale prices of the day were Wheaties - 2 packages - 19 cents;
Northern Tissue - 4 rolls for 21 cents; one dozen large lemons
for 39 cents; one dozen medium oranges for 29 cents; skinless
wieners 25 cents per pound; and ground beef for 29 cents per
pound. September’s school start dates in were announced in
August papers.
Time moved on, and fifty years later in 1992, Jerrold Bivins
opened Jerrold’s Quality Flooring. In August he began restoration
of the exterior to restore the 1900’s store front as nearly as
possible.
Stockbridge Community Education Director Meredith Hanna
announced planning of before-and-after-school activity programs.
The Stockbridge Fire Department purchased a new pumper to
replace its 26 year old model.
Mud Bog ’92 was scheduled for August 16 at the High School.
It was the 8th annual event and sponsored by the Band Boosters
and cheerleaders. ATV competition began at 9 a.m. with 4-wheel
drive at 11 a.m.
Unadilla received a new Fire Hall. Footings and floor joists
went in early in August as work proceeded on the block wall.
Almost a year earlier, voters had approved funding for the
building. Mid Michigan Construction handled construction.
Later in the month, Lansing Community College announced it
would offer courses in Stockbridge.
Bob’s Ford at M 52 and M 106 offered new cars for sale.
Included in this offer were a 1992 Ford Mustang LX for $10,992, a
1992 Series F Truck $10,999; and a Cougar at $16,552.
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Membership subscriptions are now available for $25.00. Send your check along with contact and mailing information to
Stockbridge Community News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Payment Type: Cash

Check

Email
Please make checks payable to Stockbridge Community News and mail to P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI
48137. Donations may or may not be tax deductible.
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