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Stockbridge InvenTeam travels 
to nation’s capital to debrief and 
present its findings

by Katelyn 
Knieper, Sylvia Whitt, 
Hailey Howard and 
Michelle Zemke

From Dec. 10 
to Dec. 13, Katelyn 
Knieper, Michelle 
Zemke, Sylvia Whitt 
and Hailey Howard 
traveled to Washington, 
D.C. to debrief and 
present their team’s 
findings from their trip 
to American Samoa.

Day One after their 
arrival in Washington, 

The students having coffee with Senator 
Peters. From left to right: Katelyn Knieper, 
Bob Richards, Hailey Howard, Senator 
Peters, Sylvia Whitt, and Michelle Zemke. 
Photo courtesy of Bob Richards

Pastor assaulted at Good 
Shepherd Mission. Sheriff’s 
department seeks information.

Michigan’s Marshall Plan for Talent awards 
Stockbridge InvenTeam $200K

Stockbridge robotics and business teacher Bob 
Richards speaks with television reporters after 
learning of the InvenTeam’s award. User provided 
photo.

by Patrice Johnson
Of 771 entities that applied to Michigan’s 

new Marshall Plan for Talent, the Stockbridge 
robotics program made the cut. On Dec. 17, 
the Stockbridge InvenTeam Consortium was 
named one of just nine awardees and will 
receive $200,000 in funding. 

In speaking with SCN, Superintendent of 
Stockbridge Community Schools Karl Heidrich 
sounded noticeably excited. “What a fantastic 
opportunity for students in our district!” he said. 
“Our students will be able to earn stackable 
credentials that will lead them to high-demand 
jobs in a variety of high-tech career paths.”

Heidrich credited robotics business 
teacher Bob Richards. “Bob deserves huge 
congratulations for developing a talent 
consortium both regionally and locally,” he said. 

Richards indicated the money will provide 
a significant boost to the school’s underwater 
robotics program. “We hope to double our 
InvenTeam program and double the students 
involved with these grants,” he told WILX-TV.

The slide presentation during the 
announcement stated the Stockbridge High School InvenTeam TM Consortia “will be 
focused on training for high-skill, high-demand and high-paying careers in information 
technology, computer science, manufacturing and professional trades.” 

See Plan on page 7.

Pastor Billy Allen of Good 
Shepherd Mission Church 
pictured with Sen. Joe Hune, 
R-Hamburg after giving the 
invocation at the state Capitol. 
Sept. 11, 2012. Photo credit Sen. 
Hune’s website

by Patrice Johnson
Around 4 a.m. Wednesday, 

Dec. 19, Ingham County 
Sheriff’s Deputies responded 
to a report of a robbery at the 
Good Shepherd Mission Church 
in Stockbridge Township.

According to WXYZ-TV 
Detroit, 70-year-old Pastor Billy 
Allen was sleeping in Nehemiah 
House, the mission he started 
alongside the church he built 
nearly 20 years ago when he 
rolled over in his bed to see 
two men in his bedroom. The 
attackers, armed with a stun 
gun, tazed him, tied his hands 
and feet with duct tape, and 
demanded money. 

They left the premises with 
an undisclosed amount of cash. 
A person, staying in the house 
and not a victim, freed Allen 

and called for help.
See Pastor on page 16.

D.C., the students visited Sen. Gary Peters’ office to discuss their 
work in the Great Lakes and in American Samoa.

“Meeting Senator Peters was truly an amazing experience!” 
Katelyn Knieper said. “Having something we both could relate to 
and were passionate about was both exciting and inspirational.”

See D.C. on page 5.

Eagle Scout Alex Sanford: A youth to 
inspire all youth

After Alex Sanford’s board of review on 
the evening of 9/11—a date not lost on 
this young man—he officially became an 
Eagle Scout. He was decorated with a 
bronze, gold, and silver palm during his 
ceremony held at the American Legion 
Mackinder-Glenn Post 510 on Dec. 16.  
Photo credit Karen Louise Collier Sanford

by Cindy Lance
To many, Alex Sanford may appear to be a regular kid, 

but on Dec. 16 at the Stockbridge American Legion Hall 
this exceptional young man was recognized for attaining 
what only 4 percent of Boy Scouts ever achieve: the rank 
of Eagle Scout.

According to his father, Sean Sanford, “Alex is only 
the second Eagle Scout born and raised in Stockbridge 
to finish with Chelsea Boy Scout Troop 425, Glenn Polk 
being the other.”

Young Sanford wrote that the scout oath had taught 
him that “I can contribute with purpose, and that is my 
goal, to be an ambassador to my own convictions.” This 
2018 graduate of Stockbridge High School plays sports, is 
a student at Washtenaw Community College, and is driven 
to make a difference in the world around him and in his 
local community.

See Scout on page 13.
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       We Keep Your Car 
                               On The Road   

Stockbridge Auto Care Inc.
Complete automotive service & machine shop.

(517) 851- 7047
Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm

121 E. Elizabeth St.
P.O. Box 460

Stockbridge, MI  49285

www.stockbridgeautocare.com

6010 San Luray Rd.
Gregory, MI  48137
susan@twistedstitchesea.com

Your Varsity Coat Headquarters 
Embroidery Specialist

734-945-2959
twistedstitchesea.com

Peyton

Peyton’s unique voice will be 
a great addition to any home! 
He’s waiting to be adopted. Call 
Brittany for an appointment.

— JANUARY’S FEATURED PET —

Animal Blood Resources 
International

Brittany:  517- 851-8244

Stockbridge InvenTeam Returns From Their 
Expedition to American Samoa

The Stockbridge InvenTeam visits the National Park of American Samoa’s 
visitors center. From left to right: Kael Bunce, Lori Zemke, Katelyn Knieper, 
Michelle Zemke, Hailey Howard, Bob Richards, Kaleb Adkins, Chelsey Asquith, 
Molly Nichols, Julia Marhofer, Baylee Heidrich, Hailee Fraser, Chloe Miner, and 
Kaitlin Miller. Photo courtesy of Bob Richards

by Michelle Zemke 
and Sylvia Whitt

From Nov. 21 
through Dec. 5, 
the Stockbridge 
InvenTeam traveled 
to American Samoa 
with three main goals. 
First was to conduct 
research on the bottom 
fish species around 
Aunu’u Island. Second, 
as part of their goal to 
“Inspire, Engage, and 
Educate,” they worked 
alongside local youth 
to build their own ROV 
(remotely operated 
vehicle) during their 
own ROV workshop. 
The team worked with 
55 students from the 
12 high schools across 
the island, including 

one from the island of Manua. Third and finally, the team visited eight of the twelve high schools on 
the islands, teaching them about ROVs and the work the InvenTeam has done in past projects. 

This year’s team includes: Michelle Zemke, Katelyn Knieper, Chloe Miner, Kael Bunce, Baylee 
Heidrich, Sylvia Whitt, Chelsey Asquith, Molly Nichols, Julia Marhofer, Hailee Fraser-Gutting, Kaitlin 
Miller, and Hailey Howard—all under the inspiration and capable leadership of their robotics teacher, 
Robert Richards.

One of the most important parts of the trip was the educational outreach done by the students. 
The workshop they developed was a two-day event in which four students from 
each high school in American Samoa worked with one Stockbridge student to learn 
how to build a control box, frame, and propulsion system. 

At the end of the second day, all the groups went to a nearby pool to test and 
compete with their ROVs. 

“This workshop was so much more rewarding for me than I had anticipated,” 
junior Sylvia Whitt said. “My group taught me so much about their customs and even 
troubleshooting. And I had gone into the workshop thinking I was going to be the 
one doing the teaching.” 

Throughout the two-day workshop, InvenTeam members worked with 60 
students, including those of the American Samoa Community College.

In addition to the ROV workshop, the InvenTeam traveled to eight of the high 
schools in American Samoa to give short presentations on what ROVs are, how 
they are operated, and how students may use them in their own ocean waters. In 
total the InvenTeam inspired 1,000 students to create their own ROVs.

The InvenTeam also conducted a bottom fish study using their own student-built 
camera system. The team captured footage of numerous types of fish including 
a species of foraminifera, or foram, that the scientists of the National Marine 
Sanctuary never knew existed in their waters. The team was able to deploy their 
ROV to a new maximum depth of 200 feet while the camera system was being 
dropped. 

See Samoa on page 7.

Gormley and Johnson
LAW OFFICES, PLC

Local Attorneys & Counselors at Law — Committed To Your Goals

John L. Gormley, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law

517.851.7014, Ext. 104

Christopher S. Johnson, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
517.851.7014, Ext. 106

101 E. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville │gormleylawoffices.com
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NEW YEARNew Home?
If you’re thinking of buying or selling in 2019, 

contact the G.U. Crew!

1301 S. Main Street, Chelsea, MI 48118

GREG: 734-905-0990 GERI: 734-644-0544

THEGUCREW.COM

Opinion
Happy New Year 2019

by Diane Rockall
With this edition, we welcome the new year and, hopefully, the 

opportunity to do more for ourselves, others and our community, though 
perhaps not in that order.

Elsewhere in this publication, readers will find this year’s “Community 
Resource Guide” describing organizations within the Stockbridge 
Community School District. These organizations were designed and 
established to assist the varied needs and desires of local residents.

Take a look at the wide scope of opportunities portrayed in the guide. 
Find an organization to assist you or to help you become involved in 

assisting others.  
Most of the listed organizations depend largely or entirely on volunteers and can only exist with 

the help of those dedicated to their purpose. Special thanks to Amy Smoke and Jo Mayer for their 
assistance in gathering this information.

As an example, readers will find the Stockbridge Community News listed. We need volunteers 
to suggest story ideas, write or edit articles, take photographs of events, serve on the board or 
committees, and much more. At this writing, we especially need volunteers, perhaps parents, to 
write about and take photographs of school sports events. Just let us know if you would like to help 
and in what area.

Each of the other 30-plus groups in the guide also have needs and missions. Many, if not all, 
would welcome time, thought, talent or dollar donations.

Also in this edition, readers will find 2018’s Top Stories listed by month. This New Year’s edition 
features resolutions, ways to revitalize and recreate oneself, and hopefully, opportunities for each of 
us to make our small segment on this earth a better place for all who share it. 

We at the Community News thank you for your support throughout 2018. We look forward to 
partnering with you and the community to meet the challenges of a prosperous, healthy and happy 
2019.

Sincerely,
The volunteers of Stockbridge Community News 

Munith Lions book fair gives 
the gift of reading

by Jill Ogden
Monday morning, Dec. 

10, the book fair at Smith 
Elementary got off to a 
great start with a visit from 
the Munith Lions. Thanks 
to a generous donation of 
nearly $400 from the club, 24 
deserving students were able 
to shop at the fair and choose 
$16 in books each. Students 
nominated by their teachers 
received this honor. Members 
of the Panther Cub PTO were 
on hand to help kids maximize 
their spending choices and 
take home more than one 
book.

Club president Glenn 
Buckmaster was in attendance 
as the children proudly

showed off their purchases. 
Buckmaster said he hopes to 
make this an annual event. He 

An elated Jay Ransom shows 
off his new finds. Thanks 
to the Munith Lions Club, 
Ransom was able to take not 
one, but two books home. 
Photo credit Tracie Lentz
thanked the Munith Lions Club and the community for its support 
during fundraising drives. He also expressed appreciation to the 
Reading Action Committee of Lions district 11-B1 “for playing a 
pivotal part in this event.” 

“It sure does feel good to help out in the community,” 
Buckmaster posted on his Facebook page. Ways to work toward a new, improved me for 2019

by Tina Cole-Mullins
As the calendar turns the page to the new year, it’s time to make a 

fresh start. This will be the year we begin living a happier, healthier life. 
We’ve set some resolutions to guide our way and decided what to stop 
doing over the next 12 months. 

But instead of giving up something, which feels negative, why not try 
reprogramming our minds to start something positive? The mind resists 
the word no, so we may find positive reprogramming more effective. 

Mindfulness
Being mindful in the moment not only helps us find a center and 

balance in everyday life, but also helps connect us to the bigger picture 
and sense of self. Meditation and yoga may come to mind, but we can 
incorporate these three other, less challenging, forms of mindfulness into 

everyday life: 
• Wake 10 minutes earlier each day. Have a “me spot” where we can apply those extra minutes to taking 

inventory of our lives. Set our goals, assess the goals or explore new ones. Most of all, we can be thankful and 
find at least one new thing each day to be grateful for.

• Meditation or yoga. If we are one of those fortunate enough to find mindfulness in these ways, we 
may join one of the classes at the Stockbridge Wellness Center. The January 2019 calendar is online at 
stockbridgewellness.org.

• Take a walk. Be in the moment and take in all of nature’s beauty. Stockbridge hosts one of the two trail 
heads for the Lakeland Trail and State Park. Lakeland Trail is a multiuse trail re-purposed from an abandoned 
railroad that runs 20 miles via Stockbridge to Hamburg, Mich.

Body
Losing weight and stopping smoking are the top New Year’s resolutions, and the first to fall by the wayside. 

Instead of setting a resolution to stop smoking, we can set a goal to smoke two or three fewer cigarettes each 
day. Once we have succeeded at the goal, let’s set a new one to smoke even less each day. 

Rather than making a resolution to lose a specific number of pounds, how about choosing a goal of 
living a healthier lifestyle? Let’s try going to bed 20 minutes earlier. Our body will have more time to rest and 
rejuvenate, and we’ll be able to wake up that 10 minutes earlier to work on our mindfulness.

• Join the Stockbridge Wellness Center. Membership allows access to all 5 Healthy Towns Foundation 

wellness centers in Dexter, Manchester, Chelsea and an aquatic center. 
Amenities include strength training equipment, cardio equipment, group 
exercise classes and free weights. We also can get a medical fitness 
assessment and a professional to help develop our personalized fitness 
program. Join in January and receive half-off dues for the month and 
February.

• Let’s book an appointment to have a massage and/or our hair cut or 
styled. Women, let’s have our nails done. Lots of local options await.

Soul
We need to make time to develop our inner selves and live with 

contentment and in peace.
• Smile more. It feels great, and a smile is contagious.
• In addition to the gratitude we seek in mindfulness, we should be 

humble and seek pleasure in the simple things.
• Live our passion. Do more of what we love.
• Volunteer. Our community has many opportunities to give back. 

We can work with students by contacting a school. Or reach out to 
older adults at the Tri-County Meals on Wheels Senior Luncheon at the 
Town Hall at noon Fridays. Check out this edition’s special “Community 
Resources” section and make contact. 

• Connect online. Those of us who find it difficult to schedule specific 
times to volunteer may join one of the local online communities offering 
various ways to give back. See Facebook for Wake Up Stockbridge & 
Surrounding Communities, Munith/Stockbridge Pay it Forward or Friends 
of the Munith Lions.

• Feed our soul. Comfort food goes a long way. 
Whatever our New Year’s resolutions, let us remember to care for our 

mind, body and soul. Let us set goals based on what we plan to gain, 
rather than what we hope to lose, and most importantly, set our sights on 
helping ourselves and others throughout the coming months.
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Jan. 9 - Puppy and Adult Dog Obedience 
classes start through Community Ed
Jan. 9 - Coffee Chat, 11 a.m. to noon at 
the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 10 - Stockbridge High School 
Broadway Show Choir, 7 to 8 p.m. at 
Stockbridge High School
Jan. 11 - Drop in Minecraft Game Night, 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 11 - Minecraft Game Night (Ages 8 
to 15) 7 to 10:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Jan. 14 - Winter Collage HS Band Concert, 
7 to 9 p.m. at Stockbridge High School
Jan. 15 - Minute to Win It (Ages 12 and up), 
2:45 to 4:45 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 16 - Coffee Chat, 11 a.m. to noon at 
the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 16 - Mindfulness Matters (Ages 13 & 
up), 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Jan. 17 - LEGO Junior Makers (Ages 4 to 7), 
3:45 to 4:45 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 18 - Family Game Night, 5 to 6:45 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 19 - Free Clothing and Food Items, 10 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Church of 
Christ

Community Calendar
Jan. 20 - “Winter is for the Birds” Reading 
Program at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 22 - Minute to Win It (Ages 12 and 
up), 2:45 to 4:45 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Jan. 22 - Stockbridge Area Arts Council 
Annual Meeting, 7 p.m. in Room 108 of 
the Old Middle School
Jan. 23 - Coffee Chat, 11 a.m. to noon at 
the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 23 - Three Cheers for Snow! (Ages 3 
to 6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Jan. 24 - “Build a Birdhouse” (Ages 12 and 
up), 4 to 5 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 25 - Book Discussion Group, 12 to 1 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 29 - Minute to Win It (Ages 12 and 
up), 2:45 to 4:45 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Libary
Jan. 30 - Coffee Chat, 11 a.m. to noon at 
the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 31 - Stockbridge High School Jazz 
Band Concert, 7 to 7:45 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library

www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

Who we are
  The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization (IRS #C4-4001565), 
operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print newsletter serves more than 
8,000 households in the 125-square-mile area of the Stockbridge school district, reaching 
approximately 19,000 residents. Our website and Facebook pages are pleased to serve more 
than 20,000 viewers each month with a growing list of more than 1,000 regular followers.

Our Mission
  To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the Stockbridge, Munith, 
Gregory, Fitchburg and Pleasant Lake community through the collection and dissemination of 
local educational news and social-benefit information.
Board of Directors
Patrice Johnson, President
Molly Howlett, Vice President
Judy Williams, Treasurer
Bev Glynn, Secretary
Rose Collison
Amy Haggerty
Roberta Ludtke
Diane Rockall
Hope Salyer
Joan Tucker
Nancy Wisman
Adjunct Directors
Sarah Barney
Carol Berger
Mary Krummrey
Debbie Nogle
Connie Risner
Rachel Sweet
Zabrina Yannella

Roles and Responsibilities
editor-in-chief
local government & nonprofit liaison
chief financial officer 
Gregory & Unadilla news
photography, Rural Perspectives & contest admin.
school news
sales & public relations 
historian, ‘A Look Back in Time,’ obituaries 
technologist, graphics designer, reporter
financial manager
operations, assistant editor, classifieds
Roles and Responsibilities
reporter & graphics designer
graphics designer
graphics designer
business development
administrative support
Community Calendar
administrative assistant

Volunteers: Bruce Wm. Brown, Bob Castle, Tina Cole-Mullins, Paul Crandall, Ron Kaiser, Cindy 
Lance, David Lindemer, Matt Pegouskie, Don Porter, Jenny Smith and Michael Sweet.
Contact Us:  stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or
facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews or stockbridgecommunitynews.com

First place winner, National Federation of 
Press Women 2018 Communications Contest.

   We at the Stockbridge Community News are grateful to all who have expressed their encouragement 
and financial support. While those who have contributed their time and effort are too numerous to 
mention here, the News gratefully wishes to recognize our Annual and Charter Sponsors.

SAEF, Charlotte and Robert Camp Memorial Endowment Fund*

Diane Rockall*
Michigan Press Women*

Roberta and Gary Ludtke*
Trinity Health*

Abbott and Fillmore*
Adiska Family Dental*
Angelo and Ruth Ann Parente*

Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home*
Eleanor R. Cosgray*
Granger*

American Legion Post #510*
Andrea and William Stickney*
Annonymous*
Audrey Price
Bev and Dave Glynn*
Cameron and Debra Corts*
Carol Steingasser
Chuck and Nancy Wisman*
Connie Spadafore
Dale and Sue Kellenberger
Donna Erhart*
Don Hannewald Construction*
Dorothy and Aaron Craft*
Ed and Lori Zick*
Elaine and Clifford A. Skinner, III*
Elizabeth Potter & Marilyn Potter*

Farmers State Bank*
Glenn-Brooke Realty*
Harry and Marjorie Pregitzer
Hickory Ridge Farms*
Jane James
Janice and Robert Jacobs
Janice and Thomas Lovachis*
Jeannine Wayman*
Jim and Patrice Johnson*
Joe and Delta Kelly
Joseph Kelly
John & Nancy Ocwieja
Jon and Elizabeth Fillmore*
Judy and Bob Williams*
Linda and Clair Risner*
Linda Walker, Attorney at Law
Lois McGauley

Kenneth & Evelyn Stoffer
Minnie Lathrop
Molly and Rick Howlett*
Open Air Market of Stockbridge*
Roger Liebman*
Stan and Susan Daily
Stockbridge Area Arts Council*
Stockbridge Area Garden Club*
Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Hist. Soc.
Stockbridge Community Education*
Stockbridge Lions Foundation*
Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian Catholic Church
Taylor Gary and Joan Allen
Todd and Carol Weddon
Vivian May*
Warren and Anita Scheppe
Wendy and Mitch Hause*

Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition*
5 Healthy Towns Foundation

* Charter Sponsors

Bronze:  $500 to $999

Platinum:  $5,000 to $7,999

THANK YOU SPONSORS

  Gold:  $2,000 to $4,999
Silver:  $1,000 to $1,999

Friend:  $100 to $499

Smart Business Solutions

             734.498.3476                 www.cts-tax.com

TAX & ACCOUNTING
Your partner in tax preparation, 

bookkeeping and operational support

Smart Business
Solutions

TAXES & ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

Your partner in tax preparation, bookkeeping & operational support

734.498.3476 www.cts-tax.com

Redi-Mix Concrete • Septic Tanks
CONTRACTORS &
HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!
Open Mon-Sat
Fowlerville 555 Van Riper Rd • 517-223-5000 • W

WW.BIGOSPRECAST.C
OM  

 EQUIPMENT
RENTAL

Mini Excavators with hydraulic grapple
Track & tire skid steers

Attachments - auger, trencher, grapple bucket
50’ JLG Manlifts

Self propelled & pull style
Concrete Buggies

Daily & Weekly Rental
Pick up or Delivery
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2038 McKernan Dr., Chelsea, MI 48118
Sales: (734) 385-7415 - Service: (734) 385-7412

Certified Service
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

$10 OFF
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE UP.

 SEE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS. EXPIRES 1/31/19

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE UP.
 SEE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS. EXPIRES 1/31/19

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE UP.
 SEE ADVISOR FOR DETAILS. EXPIRES 1/31/19

Certified Service
COOLANT SERVICE

$20 OFF

Certified Service

FREE
ENGINE LIGHT 
DIAGNOSTIC 

CODE READING

DIAGNOSES OF 
ENGINE LIGHT EXTRA

The students ended their coffee 
hour bonding over their experiences 
and the senator’s work to help 
expand the Thunder Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary.

“Meeting with Senator Peters and 
his staff was an amazing experience, 
and one that not many high school 
students get,” senior Michelle Zemke 
said. “While there, I found out that 
he and I share a connection of diving 
on the Monohansett, a shipwreck 
in Thunder Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary.”

The team then visited the Capitol 
to meet with Rep. Debbie Dingell’s 
staff for a tour and official business. 

D.C. page 1

The students in front of the National Christmas Tree. From 
left to right: Michelle Zemke, Katelyn Knieper, Sylvia Whitt, 
and Hailey Howard. Photo courtesy of Bob Richards

Next, the students traveled to the Washington Monument, the White House and the 
National Christmas Tree, making sure to find Michigan’s and the American Samoa’s trees.

Wednesday, the young women traveled to National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration headquarters for a debriefing on their recent expedition to American Samoa. 
In sitting with faculty, they discussed in depth the effects of their project on local residents 
and themselves, and plans for the future projects.The students toured the headquarters 
and saw the sound room and film equipment.

“I was very appreciative to all of the NOAA staff that we met on Wednesday,” 
sophomore Hailey Howard said. “I was amazed by all of their knowledge on marine 
science, and I am so grateful that they shared their advice with us. I hope that we can 

continue to work with them in the future.”
On the final day of their trip, the students made their way 

to the Walter E. Washington Convention Center to present 
at the American Geophysical Union through the Bright Stars 
program. They met with U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow.

Here, they presented on two topics. The educational 
outreach and ROV workshop they conducted in American 
Samoa, and their bottom fish study and research undertaken 
in conjunction with NOAA and the National Park Service.

After their presentations, they joined other Bright Stars 
students for lunch and a tour of the exhibition hall that 
featured their projects and host of others.

“The American Geophysical Union’s annual fall 
conference was an amazing experience,” junior Sylvia Whitt 
said of the conference. “It was so exciting to talk with people 
who really appreciate the work you’ve done and can relate 
to some of the problems that arise during these projects. It 
was also a cool way to meet professionals and hear their 
testaments on their job fields.”

After the conference concluded, they headed to Ronald 
Reagan Washington National Airport to make their way back 
to Michigan.

Mission accomplished: Not only had the students wrapped 
up and debriefed their expedition to American Samoa, but 
they also networked with many people about future projects 
and expeditions.

“The experience in going to D.C., meeting new people, 
and presenting our work about our expedition to American 
Samoa is one I will never forget,” Zemke said.
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Brenda’s Pet Grooming
within a quiet home setting

Brendapets22@gmail.com | Facebook/Brenda’s Pet Grooming

Brenda Kleinschmidt
Owner/Groomer

10751 W. Iosco Rd., Webberville
(Between Kane Rd. & Elliott Rd.)

Call for an appointment ~ 517.294.0209

Boyd Heating
and Cooling, Inc.

Bryant Dealer
 “Whatever it Takes”

New Construction / System Replacements
http://www.boydhc.com Mike Boyd - Owner

517.851.7557 office
517.812.7127 cell

3410 Morton Rd., Stockbridge

Bankruptcy might
be the answer.

Save your home
and get rid of

credit card debt.

DROWNING IN DEBT?
MCGivney Law Firm, PLLC

104 W. Main St., Stockbridge, MI  49285

517.851.7507
No charge for initial consultation

“We are a debt relief agency. We help people
file for bankruptcy relief under the

Bankruptcy Code.”

Past meets present at Christmas on the Farm

Mrs. Claus meets children at the annual Waterloo Farm 
Museum ‘Christmas on the Farm.’ Photo credit James Clark-
Swalla, DigitalCrumbs Photography

by Jenny Smith
Christmas on the Farm at the Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museum started off the 

month of December with a flurry of holiday spirit. The annual festival draws numerous visitors 
each year from across the state, and even the occasional international visitor. Thanks to the 
hard work of many volunteers, greenery and ribbons festooned the farm grounds as costumed 
re-enactors brought to life the history of the Victorian holiday season. 

Throughout the day, music rang through the rooms of the farmhouse. Traditional German 
desserts adorned the dining room table and the smell of bacon wafted from the kitchen wood 
stove. Ladies made lace in the sitting room, helping passers-by try their own hand. The parlor 
contained a demonstration on spinning wool, while Samantha from the Capital Area District 
Library read Christmas stories to attentive children. In other rooms, a weaver worked a loom 

Sam Huber reads 
reads “The Night 
Before Christmas” in 
the farmhouse entry— 
a good fit for this 
volunteer who in the 
21st century works in 
the Stockbridge Capital 
Area District Library. 
Photo credit James Clark-
Swalla, DigitalCrumbs 
Photography

and a sock maker demonstrated the art. A Krampus-looking fellow on the attic invited visitors to 
make Christmas cards and listen to tales.

 Lucky children caught a glimpse of Santa and Mrs. Claus as they made their visit. More 
than a few were able to pass on their Christmas wishes or take photos with the jolly duo. They 
could be seen stopping into the log house, occupied for the day by toymakers Bloodsworth and 
Kerr, perhaps to pick up a few supplies before the journey home. In addition, a family cooked 

a meal in the cabin’s hearth. Paper snowflakes and garlands trimmed the windows, and 
candles and baubles bedecked a tree in the old German tradition. 

 Wreaths, garlands, ornaments, and centerpieces stocked the icehouse, all 
volunteer-made of fresh greenery and available at reasonable prices. The old granary-
turned-gift shop featured a plethora of unique souvenirs and holiday gift items. Next door 
in the workshop, a blacksmith hammered at his anvil and crafted unique pieces from hot 
steel. The barn hosted a silent auction with numerous gift baskets that local businesses 
and individuals had donated. Here, concessions were available for purchase, along with 
complimentary cider and cookies. 

A short drive away, Dewey School glimmered with garlands and ornaments, crafted 
at the hands of local children. A school marm greeted visitors as she taught lessons and 
shared local history to youngsters who diligently chalked practice lessons on their slates. 

Happy birthday, Michigan: 182 years old 
and still scrapping with Ohio

The Toledo Strip. User provided photo

by Ron Kaiser
What do Toledo, Ohio, Michigan Statehood, 

Robert E. Lee, the Upper Peninsula, Lake 
Michigan and the Maumee River have in 
common? Answer: the Toledo War, also known 
as the Michigan–Ohio War. This little-known 
conflict back in 1835 escalated to the two state 

governors each deploying about 1,000 militiamen. 
Armed and ready to do battle, Michiganians and Ohioans lined each side of the Maumee River 

near Toledo. Only at the intercession of U.S. Congress and President Andrew Jackson were issues 
begrudgingly resolved. In exchange for Michigan forfeiting a narrow strip of land along its southern 
border, it gained statehood and the western three-quarters of the Upper Peninsula. 

In 1835, Michigan was a territory. 
See Michigan on page 9.
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5116 S. M-106, Stockbridge • stockbridgewellness.org

Youth Fitness Program 
at STOCKBRIDGE WELLNESS CENTER
Tuesdays & Thursdays, January 15 – March 7  
8 Weeks  |  3:30 – 4:30 pm | 12 – 18 year olds

Be Fit

FREE

ALL  FITNESS 
LEVELS 

WELCOME

INSPIRE YOUR YOUTH TO HAVE A REGULAR FITNESS 
ROUTINE WITH THIS 8-WEEK FITNESS PROGRAM. 

This fun and motivating exercise program for youth 
12 – 18 years old is a great way to stay active during 
the winter! 

All fitness levels are encouraged to join! 

For more information or to register 
contact Kari Goorhouse at 734-214-0235.

Provided by Grant Funds through the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation and a collaboration 
between Stockbridge Wellness Coalition, Stockbridge Wellness Center and Stockbridge 
Community Schools.   

Plan page 1

Business, leaders, industry, and nine talent consortium winners. User provided photo
Gov. Rick Snyder said the Marshall Plan “is one of the great things we have 

going on in the state – it’s an investment in our young people and their futures.” 
The plan aims to reinvent the state’s education system and put students into 
certificate programs geared toward filling an estimated 811,000 jobs coming 
open through 2024, in the fields of information technology, computer science, 
manufacturing, health care and professional skilled trades.

“The caliber of the applications far exceeded expectations – both in quantity and 
quality,” said Jeremy Hendges, Talent and Economic Development Department of 
Michigan chief of staff. 

Nine talent consortia representing 260 entities were awarded a total of nearly 
$15 million in grants. Other awardees included: AMA Talent Alliance (Alpena, 
Montmorency, Alcona), $1,945,214; Central Michigan Talent Consortium, 
$1,361,611; Detroit Public Schools Community District, $500,000; Detroit Robotics 
Consortium, $653,000; Jackson County Career Readiness Talent Consortium, 
$500,000; Macomb Classroom to Career Talent Consortium, $2,486,000; 
Michigan’s M-46 Talent Consortium, $6,053,200; Middle Michigan Professional 
Trades Talent Consortium, $1,254,000.

All told, more than 150,000 Michigan students are expected to benefit.
“The award of this grant,” Heidrich said, “will allow our already remarkable 

programs to continue to expand into more project-based learning, student-centered 
learning, and authentic real world opportunities for students.” 

For junior Baylee Heidrich a 
favorite part of the trip was using 
the camera system. “We worked so 
hard over the past year to create this 
system for this task, and it was very 
rewarding to be able to use it for the 
bottom fish study and to capture such 
amazing images.” 

Overall, senior team leader 
Michelle Zemke said the InvenTeam 
had a very successful trip to 
American Samoa. They spread their 
love of robotics and the ocean to 
the students of American Samoa 
while also conducting research for 
the National Marine Sanctuary. “The 

Samoa page 2

The Camera System boat crew works to get the 
camera system ready to deploy by mounting 
the GoPros. Photo courtesy of Bob Richards

best part of the trip was working with the National Marine Sanctuary of American 
Samoa,” she said. “They showed me what they do on a daily basis, and inspired 
me to come work at a National Marine Sanctuary in the future.” 

The group was invited back to American Samoa, and they hope to return 
with the ambition to collect samples of the forams they discovered, do an ROV 
workshop for teachers, and also a workshop to implement cameras on the Samoan 
students’ ROVs. The Stockbridge InvenTeam expressed appreciation to all their 
sponsors and supporters. They have realized, yet again, that these life-changing 
educational experiences could not happen without this support.
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Staff Spotlight: Patty Pniewski marches to a winning drumbeat

Patty Pniewski teaches students 
to recover from making mistakes. 
“Patience and skill development take 
time and sometimes tedious practice,” 
she said. “It’s worth it. Making music is 
a true gift. Don’t give up on  it!” Photo 
credit Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Being a solid band director with organized and 

excellent time management skills is what Patty 
Pniewski does best. In assessing the strengths and 
weaknesses of her student musicians and setting 
attainable goals, she builds a successful band 
program from grades 6 through 12—and has done 
so for 20 years in Stockbridge Community Schools. 
At the high school, Pniewsi directs the marching 
band and the concert and jazz bands. She also 
teaches “History of Rock ’n Roll” to eighth-graders 
and provides academic support for junior high 
students. 

According to Sarah Bentley, Heritage School 
principal, “Patty does a fantastic job with our sixth-
grade band students. Kids are excited, want to learn 
new instruments, and look forward to the opportunity 
to be in band. I really appreciate all that Patty does 
for our students.” 

Pniewski especially enjoys working with 
beginning band students. She loves watching their 

excitement getting their instruments and learning the first few songs. “Their excitement 
and delight is rewarding,” she said. ”I can’t believe I’ve taught an entire generation of 
Stockbridge students how to make music and am now starting to teach children of my 
former students.” 

Pniewski grew up in a large family in Fowlerville, Mich., “so I relate to the 
Stockbridge students and community,” she said. For her first job, she worked at the 
Fowerville McDonald’s. 

She attended Michigan State University, majoring 
in Instrumental Music Education with a minor in Music 
History and Music Theory. In 2003, she received her 
master’s degree from Southern Oregon University via a 
program called American Band College (ABC). 

Pniewski’s goal was to stay in Michigan and in this 
area. Then Superintendent Bruce Brown decided to 
take a chance on the young teacher and offered her the 
position. 

In 2013, she married Rick Pniewski, and together they 
have one 4-year-old daughter, Juliana Phyllis.

Currently, Pniewski’s high school students are 
rehearsing and fundraising for a trip to Disney World. 
The application process involved sending an audition 
of the band performance to the park. Stockbridge 
was accepted, so now she and her students are busy 
perfecting their skills and scrambling to raise funds. 
After winning the Stockbridge light pole decorating 
competition, the band is performing in various 
competitions and local parades.  

One important lifeskill that Pniewski teaches is how 
to recover from making a mistake. “Patience and skill 
development take time and sometimes tedious practice,” 
she said. “It’s worth it. Making music is a true gift. Don’t 
give up on  it!” 

She expressed gratitude to the community for its 
generous support of the band program. 
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Tropical Sands Tanning Salon
394 W. Main Street 

Stockbridge, MI 49285

(517) 827-4844OFF
Call or visit us today! This special coupon offer can be used on any 
poduct or tanning package! Expires 1-16-19 (cannot be combined with any other coupon offer)

• Tanning Beds
• Lotions & Oils
• Teeth Whitening   
   Products

Mon, Wed, Fri: 11am-8pm
Tues, Thurs: 10am-7pm

Sat: 10am-5pm

The mitten territory and state of Ohio both claimed jurisdiction 
over a narrow, 8-mile band of land, now known as the Toledo 
Strip. Because this land provided access to Lake Erie via the 
Maumee River, Ohio considered it vital for commerce. Then 
Michigan filed for statehood, and its map forced the issue to a 
head. 

Ohio, with statehood, had a voice in Congress; Michigan 
as a territory had none. As it happened, the U.S. Treasury had 
collected a surplus and was constitutionally obligated to return 
5 percent of all public land sales equally among existing states. 
If Michigan failed to gain statehood by Jan. 1, 1837, it would not 
qualify to receive any Treasury Surplus, and Michigan public land 
sales that year had exceeded 4.2 million acres.

A compromise was in the making. 
The U.S. Congress proposed that Michigan relinquish its claim 

to the strip in exchange for its statehood. As a consolation prize, 
Congress threw the western Upper Peninsula into the kitty. 

On Sept. 28, 1836, 49 delegates from across the state 
gathered for a convention at the Washtenaw County Courthouse 
in Ann Arbor. After days of intense debate, the delegates rejected 
the congressional compromise. The prevailing argument was 
that Congress lacked the authority “to dispose of the territory in a 
contest between Ohio and Michigan, upon the mere grounds of 
expediency.” 

Comments from a Monroe County representative summarized 
popular opinion: “The Upper Peninsula could only provide enough 
Indians for all time and an occasional meal of bear meat.” But one 
wise, forward-thinking senator countered that the U.P. was well 
worth the trade because geologists had recently discovered large 
deposits of copper and iron ore there.

Tensions mounted. Each county elected delegates for a 
second convention. On Dec. 14, 1836, 82 delegates again 
gathered in Ann Arbor for what critics called the “Frostbitten 
Convention,” due to unusually cold temperatures. This time, 
delegates approved the compromise that would allow Michigan to 
enter the Union.

On Dec. 27, 1836, President Jackson sent the proceedings of 
both the September and December conventions to Congress. The 
results of the latter convention fulfilled the assent requirement, he 
noted, and Michigan should be admitted to the Union. The Senate 
voted to recognize Michigan’s December election results, and on 
Jan. 26, 1837, Michigan became the 26th state.

Washington, D.C., dispatched a fresh, young lieutenant to lead 
a survey crew and map out the compromise area for the Army 
Corps of Engineers. The recent top-of-his-class graduate from 
West Point, was Robert E. Lee. Twenty-four years later with the 
advent of the Civil War, this seasoned soldier, now General Lee, 
became commander of the entire Confederate Army.

Many conflicting stories exist as to the Michigan-Ohio War. But 
other than bouts of mutual taunting and shots fired into the air, 
this military confrontation ended without incurring any casualties. 
The war of words ended in compromise. 

Still, one wonders if deep-seated resentment hasn’t persisted 
through nearly two centuries to rear its head during Michigan-
Ohio State sporting events. Go Michigan!

Michigan page 6 Community Spotlight: Munith farmer 
Dean Katz lives life of family and faith

Dean Katz says the greatest 
moment of his life came in 
1960, when he married the girl 
around the corner — his sister’s 
best friend Marilyn (Lytle). User 
provided photo

by Cindy Lance
“And on the eighth day, God looked down on his planned 

paradise and said, ‘I need a caretaker.’ So God made a 
farmer.”

These words of Paul Harvey, delivered in a speech to the 
FFA in November 1978 in Kansas City, Mo., aptly describe 
lifelong Munith resident Dean Katz.

Dean has spent his life farming the fields and caring for his 
family, always with a great faith and trust in God. 

Dean was born May 15, 1934, in Stockbridge Hospital to 
Eldon and Hazel Katz. He was followed a few years later by a 
sister, Doris. 

When Dean was 6, his family moved to the farm where he 
resides today. As a young man, he displayed a great work 
ethic and determination. Not only did he work on the family 
farm, but he also worked the Harr farm on shares.

In addition to his farming responsibilities, Dean showed 
cattle in 4-H, and played four years of football in high school. 

Apparently, there was a time in high school when Dean found himself in a little trouble. He 
felt that he knew more than his agriculture teacher and often voiced his opinion. 

This led to many talks with “Coach,” Superintendent Dick Howlett. Dean fondly recalled 
Howlett’s ability to leave a person feeling utterly chastised with a few well-chosen words. But 
when the talk was over, “you were a better person because of it.”

When Dean was 19, his father underwent back surgery, and passed away from 
complications. Dean called it the most difficult time in his life. His sister was just 14, and his 
mother had not worked outside of the home. The responsibility of his family’s welfare fell onto 
his shoulders.

But Dean said the greatest moment of his life came in 1960, when he married the girl around 
the corner — his sister’s best friend Marilyn (Lytle). 

They have a daughter, Debbie (Feeney) and son, Mike. The family grew to include 
grandchildren Courtney, Matt and Jeff Katz, Richard, Jordan and Ryan Hitchcock and 11 great-
grandchildren. 

Family is everything to Dean and Marilyn. Together they created a very successful farming 
business of eight farms and 1,400 acres, 1,100 of which are tillable. 

Dean credits the family’s success to Marilyn and her thrifty ways. She worked at Farmers 
State Bank for 45 years. Dean was member of the FSB board for 22 years. In 2008, they 
transitioned away from dairy and focused on crops and beef cattle. Mike and grandson, Matt, 
work the operation.

Through it all, Dean and Marilyn have faced their share of difficulties, and one particular 
moment stands out. One night, the cows got out and he jumped on their favorite horse to round 
them up. But Dean had forgotten that he left a tiller out in the field. He and his horse ran into it. 
Unfortunately, the horse was severely injured and had to be put down. He still blames himself 
for the oversight and the loss of a family favorite.

God’s influence throughout his life is very evident, Dean believes. When times were tight 
financially, he said, God always provided. They would tithe more, and God would give back. 

On Sundays, Dean turns from a caretaker of the fields to caring for his church family. He can 
be found at church at 9:30 a.m., and you can stop by and say hi to him during greeting time.  

He is someone that the younger people in the Munith church look up to and admire. His 
unshaking faith and positive approach to life serve as a guide for many.
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January Student of the Month: Gabe Hejnal

Congratulations to Gabe Hejnal, 
SCN’s January 2019 Student Spotlight 
recipient. User provided photo

by Cindy Lance
Gabe Hejnal’s friends, and most everyone he meets, 

are likely to describe the 5-year-old kindergartner as 
friendly, nice, kind, and sharing. Gabe is quick-witted and 
vivacious, and most importantly, has a kind and generous 
heart. This son of Darren and Laura Hejnal has attended 
Stockbridge Community Schools since preschool. 

Gabe loves music and fellowship and is especially 
focused on his faith in God and his family. In fact, 
spending time with his siblings ranks as one of his 
favorite activities. He is the second of four children: Zeke 
(7), Daniel (3), and the most recent addition, Annie (3 
months). 

What Gabe loves most about living in Stockbridge 
is his neighborhood, he says, and his favorite school 
activities include science, music, gym classes, and rest 
time. At the moment, his favorite book is “the Spider Man 
book from the library.” 

When asked about Gabe as a student, his teacher 
Mrs. Dalton described him as a pleasure to have in class. 

From the 
superintendent’s 
desk

Dear Parents and School 
District Community,

It is my pleasure to pass 
along information on our final 

Bond update

“He consistently demonstrates Panther Pride and is a great role model to his peers,” she said. 
“Gabe has a great attitude, a pleasant personality and is well liked by his classmates.” 

Gabe Hejnal, a strong young man who is faithful, intelligent, and a remarkable brother to his 
three siblings, hopes to become a police officer when he grows up—an admirable goal for an 
admirable young man with a bright future ahead of him. 

Congratulations go to Gabe Hejnal, SCN’s January 2019 Student of the Month recipient. 
Your community is proud of you.

Stockbridge Community News is 
grateful to SRSLY for sponsoring 

‘Student of the Month’

FLOOR CRAFTERS
HARDWOOD FLOORS

Installation ~ Refinishing

Free Estimates 97% Dust Free

(517) 648-6982                Rob Clark (owner)
floorcraftersmi@yahoo.com

www.FChardwoodflooring.com

construction project with remaining construction bond funds 
available. We are at the very end of our bond construction 
projects, and we have enough bond funds remaining for a 
small scale project. 

The project scope includes a small maintenance building 
attached to the west side of the Junior/Senior High. This 
maintenance addition will include two garage bays to house 
our maintenance truck and equipment. A concrete block-
built addition was selected versus a steel style addition to 
maximize the longevity of the structure.

Further, we are replacing the exterior career and 
technical exterior garage bays, installing an office bathroom 
at Smith Elementary, and replacing the food service freezer 
unit at the Jr/Sr High.

A pre-bid meeting is scheduled for Dec. 20, 2018 and the 
bid meeting is scheduled for Jan. 8, 2019. More information 
on the bid process may be viewed on the district home 
page www.panthernet.net. Click on the ‘Our District’ tab 
and then on ‘Active Bids.’ We expect to complete this work 
during summer 2019.

After the completion of this project, we will mainly have 
technology funds available to continue our technology 
purchasing cycle. At the conclusion of the 2019-2020 
school year all of the first series of bond funding is 
anticipated to be spent. During Spring 2020, we will be 
unlocking the second series of bond funds called ‘Series 2.’ 
This funding is smaller in scale and totals around $930,000. 
Series 2 funding is devoted to continuing the technology 
purchasing cycle, upgrading existing technology and 
security, and bus purchasing.

We cannot thank you enough for the parent and 
community support of our construction projects and 
process. Please feel free to call, email, or stop in at any 
time. I hope you have a wonderful year ahead.

Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich, 
Superintendent

    Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community 
Schools since 1999 and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.

Stockbridge Township Board meeting 
provides a lesson in civics

by Mary Wilson
Those who assume Stockbridge Township Board meetings run on the dry side might 

want to think again. Each month, different students from Smith Elementary School arrive 
to lead the Pledge of Allegiance, thereby gaining firsthand experience in civics. As 
importantly, the youngsters’ presence serves as a reminder of the important work before 
the board.

At teacher recommendations, Smith Principal Brad Edwards selects the students. 
After the pledge, the board presents each youth with a board-member-signed, paper 
certificate. Carter Powers, Rebecca Avery and Jonathan Crow led the pledge at the Dec. 
17 meeting—a heartwarming addition to the regular meeting.

One agenda item included the board’s consideration of pros and cons of various interior 
layout options for the Township Hall after SAESA finalizes its move to its new building. 
Another topic included a recreational marihuana ordinance, and a decision was tabled until 
the board sees what Michigan’s Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs writes 
on new, voter-approved state legislation. Last, the board discussed potential rerouting of 
the Bauer Drain running through parts of the township. Decisions as to whom will pay for 
rerouting, directional changes and other issues will be made at the discretion of Ingham 
County Drain Commissioner Pat Lindemann. Stockbridge Township has no control.
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    Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
 · Gertrude Bishop - died Nov. 14, 2018 - Gregory
 · Lawrence G. Long - died Nov. 26, 2018 - Stockbridge
 · Lowrensa D. Carroll - died Dec. 5, 2018 - Stockbridge
 · Justin Wayne Allen - died Dec. 17, 2018 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

Healthy Nails Manicures &
Pedicures

SENIORS, VETERANS AND DISABLED WELCOME

Margaret Turner
734-498-3585 or 734-709-3827

Available at Hairworks II
Gregory, MI

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

5010 S. M-106, Stockbridge | M-F 8 to 5 pm & Sat 8 to noon

Kitley’s
CUSTOM EXHAUST

& AUTO
517-851-7111

Garden of the Month
by Joan Tucker
Dear Readers,
Congratulations to Nancy 

Wilkerson, of Stockbridge, 
December’s “Garden of the 
Month” contest winner.  A 
judge writes, “Gardener 
Nancy adds handcrafted 
birdhouses that attract birds to 
her beautiful blooms.”

If you have a favorite 
garden, send in photos of it. 
Each month, July to March, 
the Stockbridge Area Garden 
Club will select a garden 
for this feature. In March 
2019, readers will vote for 
their favorite garden. The 
winner will receive a $25 gift 
certificate from Tulip Tree 
Gardens. To enter, email up 
to five photos by the 10th of 

Thank you to Pathway 
Landscape for sponsoring 
Garden of the Month

“Gardener Nancy adds 
handcrafted birdhouses that 
attract birds to her beautiful 
blooms.” Photo credit Nancy Wilkerson
the month, attn: Gardens at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.
com. Include your name, physical address of the garden, and a 
phone number.

Paul Duwayne Moffat
   Paul Duwayne Moffat, age 85, 
passed away quietly at his daughter’s 
home in Lafayette, Indiana on Dec. 4, 
2018 after losing the battle with MAC 
Lung Disease.
   He was born in Bay City, Mich., 
son of Duwayne and Margaret Moffat 
(Beeman). Paul was married to Verla 
Osborne on Dec. 22, 1953. They 
have five surviving children, Perry, 
Tab, Tony, Paul Samuel and Michelle. 

There are 12 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. His last surviving 
sibling is Mary Gauss (Moffat) of Stockbridge, Mich.
   Paul, a United States Army Veteran, served honorably during the Korean 
Conflict from 1953 to 1955. He was stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky 
as a tanker and paratrooper with the Airborne Division.
   He worked in Chelsea, Mich. for Chelsea 
Products and later, Dana Corporation. Most of 
his life, Paul owned and operated M&M Gravel 
Company before retiring to Lecanto Florida 
with his beautiful Verla. They were inseparable 
like “cream and sugar,” and he was greatly 
saddened when she passed in January 2016.
   Our dad loved to share his many life stories. 
One story particularly close to his heart was 
when he played Stockbridge High School 
Baseball. There was one game that his father 
was able to break away to watch him play 
in 1950. Paul was an incredible catcher for 

the team. He was known as “Billie.” After 
making an almost impossible catch, the team 
won, and he was carried off the field by his 
teammates as MVP of the game.
   Paul was an avid outdoorsman. Some 
of his favorite hunting companions were 
his redbone hounds. His ultimate outdoor 
experiences were his twenty or more 
expeditions into Canada. The trips were 
remote, rugged and made by boat. The 
final destination to camp was on various 
islands to fish and avoid marauding bears. 
He shared his outdoor knowledge with many 

   A memorial service is planned for spring of this year for both Paul and 
Verla. Their final resting place will be at the Williamsville Road Cemetery, 
in Gregory, Mich.

family and friends who were always 
welcome to go along.
   He was loved and lauded as the 
best guy anyone could know. He was 
the best father, husband grandfather, 
uncle and friend anyone could have 
had. His positive enthusiasm was 
contagious and we will all miss him 
very much.

Obituary
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A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
Closing out 2018, the microfilm reader at Stockbridge’s Library  is in for repair so no film copies of old papers are available to view. As a result, this 

month’s column covers more recent history.  Our library has been saving print versions for about 30 years and they are the source for this column.
Twenty years ago in 1999, the year began with an extended school holiday break as over 2 feet of snow covered the area between Friday, Jan. 1 

and Monday, Jan. 4., The New Years’ weekend. That snow hampered firefighters in Henrietta Township, adding terrible road conditions and equipment 
malfunction. Firefighters worked four hours during the storm to limit a fire to one building only.

The coldest temperature recorded on Jan. 4 was at 2:27 a.m.  Although the temperature was 16, the added wind made it feel like 31 below. Also in the 
first week of the new year 18-year-old Kevin Kadletz died when a second driver swerved into his vehicle.

Later that month, Gov. John Engler declared January “School Board Recognition Month” with the theme Building Better Futures for Children and 
Communities.  Medical facilities were advising people to remember their flu shots.

Stockbridge Area Artists issued a call to artists in the area to participate in the Ron Fillmore Memorial Art Show sponsored by Stockbridge Arts Council 

and Stockbridge Area Artists. In the same week, Bob’s Ford-Mercury became Victory Ford-Mercury and Stockbridge Community Education 
offered a schedule of winter classes.

In 1989, the village was working on a zoning proposal and later in the month announced a purchase agreement for an industrial park site.   
The middle school had pipes leaking, damaging floors as well as roof leaking problems, and asbestos was discovered in the basement, resulting 
in a costly removal.

Waterloo Needlework elected a new slate of officers with Genelda Parker as president.  Craig Goodlock received a scholarship award from 
Robert M Perry School of Banking.  Norman and Wilma Kaiser celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at the Mackinder Glenn American 
Legion Hall.

Also in January 1989, David Sheltholm was appointed Ingham County road commissioner and Pauline Nottingham was tapped to replace him 
as White Oak Township treasurer. Cole’s Elevator in Gregory was converted to a multi-use building including an ice cream parlor and a flower/gift 
shop.

In 2009, firefighters once again were thwarted in their efforts by cold and wind, this time in Unadilla. Early in the month, Unadilla Township 
debated knocking down a dilapidated building on Main Street and Stockbridge Shell Gas Station expanded to include grocery items.

Diane Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge Community News Board of Directors.

Photo credit Rocky Rockall

Police and community partnerships in action
by Chief John Torres
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays, Stockbridge. I hope you had a safe and joyous holiday season. The 

giving spirit is in the air, and I want to take this opportunity to publicly thank some very generous folks who have 
shown by their actions that they support the police and community partnerships that the Stockbridge Police 
Department has strived so hard to achieve for nearly 13 years now. 

First, thank you to John and Theresa Kightlinger at My Body Shop for their very generous support of SPD’s 
involvement in the “Shop with a Cop” program this year. A few months back, we had My Body Shop do some work 
on our patrol car. When the Village’s insurance sent the Kightlingers a check for the work, they in turn, signed 
the check over to “Shop with a Cop.” This program benefits local, less fortunate kids and ensures they have a 
Christmas to remember. Thank you also to the many other local organizations who have also been generous with 
this program over the years. 

Back in 2017 SPD sent out requests to local businesses for support with the “Child Safety of America” 
initiative in which thousands of coloring books, magazines, and other literature were purchased and distributed to 

Stockbridge students of all ages. Again, this could not have been possible without support from the community who believe that partnering with local 
law enforcement is beneficial for a better, safer community. The following businesses and religious groups were very generous, and I thank them: Jon 
Fillmore, Hybroco, My Body Shop, Rush Archery, CG Lantis & Daughters, Walnut Ridge Country Estates, Positively Chiropractic, Ted Waters and 
Sons, Rob’s Pizza, SSB Bank, Scott Karns/McDonald’s, and First Presbyterian Church. 

In 2006, Village of Stockbridge residents made a decision to invest in their own police department, and the whole community has benefited. SPD 
will continue to stay committed to these partnerships, and we look forward to building new relationships with the fine citizens, businesses, and other 
charitable organizations of the Stockbridge community who believe in the many benefits that come from working together now and in the future. 

Be vigilant. Be safe.
Chief Torres
Chief Torres, a native of Flint, joined the Stockbridge Police Department in 2009 and became its chief in 2011. He holds a bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Michigan-Flint and is married with two adult children.

Ele’s Place heals hearts in Stockbridge Schools

Ele’s Place comes to Stockbridge Schools, thanks 
to John Twining’s initiative and the efforts of 
others. “I’m just pleased to learn that the staff 
has noticed significant improvement among the 
affected students,” he said. User provided photo.

by Amy Haggerty
Many of us recognize Ele’s Place for its help to grieving children, teens and their families. But how many are aware 

that this Michigan-based nonprofit has a home in Stockbridge Community Schools? Or how its life-changing services 
came to take root here?

Not long ago, school staff expressed concerns for their students who were coping with inordinate loss and in need 
of extra school support. John Twining, the Junior/Senior High School social worker, determined to take action. He 
approached Ele’s Place and asked: Could they offer counseling services to Stockbridge students? 

The reply came back, yes, and a local Ele’s Place program began to take shape.
Now, beginning with the 2018 school year, Ele’s Place support groups meet weekly at Heritage Elementary and 

the Jr/Sr High School. The program, complete with an Ele’s Place therapist and school social worker, offers grieving 
students a welcoming structure for taking on the difficult and important process of healing and grieving. 

All thanks to Twining’s initiative and the efforts of others. 
“We are definitely fortunate to have such a partnership with Ele’s Place!” wrote Heritage Principal Sarah Bentley. 
“I’m just pleased to learn that the staff has noticed significant improvement among the affected students,” Twining 

said. He indicated that each school serves about 15 participating students, and the far-reaching benefits extend to 
families and the community.

According to the Ele’s Place website, the community-based organization is dedicated to creating awareness of and 
support for grieving children and their families through peer support group programs. Its aim is to support children and 

teens who are coping with the death of a parent, sibling or other close family member. 
See Ele on page 13.

John and Theresa Kightlinger 
of My Body Shop donate a  
substantial amount of money to 
the Ingham County Shop with a 
Cop program. User provided photo
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Let your local independent  
agent shop for you, and find 

the coverage you need.

Shopping around for 
car insurance? Don’t.

Abbott & Fillmore
Agency, Inc. 

    517-851-7777

www.InsuranceMichigan.com

Let your local
independent

agent shop for
you, and find
the coverage

you need.

Abbott & Fillmore
Agency, Inc.
517-851-7777

www.InsuranceMichigan.com

LIFE  •  HOME  •  CAR  •  BUSINESS

The Wonders 
of Science

by Eric Rasmussen
New Year’s is a wonderful time for festivities and time 

with loved ones. And if you are anything like me, the 
holiday brings infamous New Year’s resolutions. 

But to make plans for where we’re going, it pays to 
know where we have been. In the case of the human 
species, ours is a story that encompasses continents, time 
and several species. 

The key phrase here is speciation events — changes 
that lead one population of organisms to separate into 
two distinct species. Geographical separation is one way 
to trigger this kind of divergence. Imagine that something 
happens which causes half a population to separate from 
its other half. 

A look back as we begin a new year

Over eons, these two populations will randomly mutate and adapt to their different 
environments. Eventually, these two populations may become so different that if the 
barriers were removed, they could no longer interbreed. The original population has 
speciated into two species. 

Similar events played out across time and space with our numerous common ancestors 
in Africa. 

The most recent event occurred about 400,000 years ago, when a population called 
Homo heidelbergensis gave rise to Homo neanderthal and Homo sapiens. 

Eric Rasmussen follows 

Chihuahua LD, Little Dog, hot 

on the trail of the ancestor 

wolf that gave 

rise to his DNA lineage. Photo 

credit Kelsey Rasmussen

Over eons, these two 
populations will randomly 
mutate and adapt to their 
different environments.

Amazingly, if we take a DNA test, most of us will 
likely have between 1 to 4 percent neanderthal DNA, 
a remnant of early interbreeding between the two (and 
perhaps later on, as the issue of whether Neanderthals 
and Sapiens are true distinct species is still undergoing 
debate). 

This process did not happen overnight, of course, 
nor was there a sharp divide in time between one 
species and the next. Imagine three separate 
populations of Homo heidelbergensis existing at the 
same time, then one goes extinct and two continue. 

Now rewind the clock even more. Crank that dial. 
Instead of the geological blink in the eye of 400,000 
years, let’s go back 12 million years.

 Africa’s Saharan desert was a rain forest back 
then, spanning the width of the continent. Lush Central 
Africa favored adaptations of primates to live in trees. 

Because the northeastern portion of Africa straddles 
the East African Rift Zone, tectonic forces split the 
earth’s crust to form the Red Sea to the north and the 
Great Rift Valley to the east. These changes shifted the 
weather patterns, and a lack of rain created patches of 
shrub land. 

Ancestral populations adapted, including the common ancestors of chimpanzees 
and humans. The western subpopulation continued to dwell in humid forests, while the 
eastern subpopulation adapted to an open environment to become the two-legged, walking 
organisms associated with genus Homo. 

Over the next 12 million years, organisms continued to divide into a patchwork of 
lineages: Homo erectus, Homo habilis, Homo heidelbergensis, and today’s Homo sapiens.

Far-fetched as these changes may seem, in science, hypotheses are only as good as 
the supporting data, and evolutionary biology is among the most established theories in 
science, understood more than the theory of gravity. 

To envision how radically different organisms can become, look no further than dogs. 
Through careful breeding techniques over a few generations, a lineage of two wolves 
has transformed from Great Danes to a Chihuahuas and from Mexican Hairless Dogs to 
Chinese Crested Dogs. Imagine the variety that evolved over billions of years.

Over the next 12 million years, organisms continued 
to divide into a patchwork of lineages: Homo erectus, 
Homo habilis, Homo heidelbergensis, and today’s 
Homo sapiens.

While those aren’t exactly 
separate species, scientific 
literature brims with examples 
of observed speciation events, 
of extreme changes to physical 
forms as populations separate 
and adapt, and as evolution 
plays out before our eyes. 

This writer is thinking a wise 
resolution might be to remain 
adaptable, because the more 
things change, the more they…
change.

Have questions or want 
to learn more? Follow @
BraineroftheDay on Twitter.

1: https://blogs.
scientificamerican.com/science-
sushi/evolution-watching-
speciation-occur-observations/

Photo Sources: https://
goo.gl/ZUA2Rp, https://goo.gl/
Un15Fj, https://goo.gl/HULrDy, 
https://goo.gl/jJLk2N

Eric Rasmussen, BS, M.Ed., obtained his bachelor of science degree at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder. He majored in ecology and evolutionary biology, and now serves as 
a Learning Technology Coach at Erie High School and Erie Middle School in the St. Vrain 
Valley School District, CO.

Ele page 12
For youth, the death of a close family member is typically sudden, frightening, 

and without precedent, its website states. “Before coming to Ele’s Place, many 
grieving children feel alone and keep their feelings inside, not wanting to burden 
their parents or other family members. Often, friends don’t seem to understand if 
they haven’t had a similar experience.” 

The organization brings together youth who have experienced similar trauma, 
and it currently serves an average of 100 families each week at no charge to them. 
However, there are costs to providing this service, so Ele’s conducts its annual 
“Healing Hearts Society Fundraising” breakfast. More than 500 guests attended 
last October’s event held in Ypsilanti with guest speakers sharing Ele’s Place 
family stories. 

Twining and Stockbridge School student, Ivori Hufnaged, were invited to speak, 
and following their presentations and others, guests and other donors anted up a 
whopping $401,000. 

Scout page 1
Fulfilling the requirements for becoming an Eagle Scout takes years, and then 

candidates undergo a lengthy review process. Sanford has earned more than 38 of 
the requisite 21 merit badges, and one included providing full leadership through a 
service project.

Inspired by his father, a United States Air Force veteran and member of the 
Stockbridge American Legion, Alex decided for his service leadership project he 
would build a sidewalk at the Legion Hall where no stable access existed. Not only 
did he lead the project, devoting more than 50 hours of his own time (over 350 
hours of total man-hours were donated), he personally fronted $800.

When asked who inspired him to complete his journey to Eagle Scout, Alex 
credited “Grandfather Paul Thomas Sanford, a substance abuse survivor and 
cancer survivor” for urging him on. He also said project coach Lloyd Haffner with 
BSA provided an amazing amount of support. Sanford recalled how Stockbridge 
Village Chief of Police John Torres inspired him many years ago when he 
and another officer came to the school to discuss a citizenship project in the 
community. 

To date, Sanford has raised $300 to cover the initial expense of his sidewalk 
project. To show support of this project, readers may go to the Stockbridge Village 
Police website for additional information or make tax deductible donations to Troop 
425, 5442 Hill Road, Stockbridge, MI 49285.
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Accepting

New

Patients

Because Everyone Deserves
a Beautiful Smile

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Our Stockbridge location:
 100 West Main Street

  517-851-8008

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

December 17, 2018
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 

Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on 
December 17, 2018 at 7:35 pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
Kris Lauckner Trustee Terry Sommer, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell Member absent 
from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance was lead by 

Jonathon Crow, Rachael Avis and 
Carter Powers
Moment of Silence 
Citizen’s Comments No Comments
Sommer motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Regular meeting 
agenda Wetherell second All in Favor 
Motion Carried.
Sommer motion to except the 

Stockbridge Township Board Meeting 
Minutes as written from November 19, 
2018 as Lauckner second All in Favor 
Motion Carrier
Sommer motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Board financial 
report as printed from April 1, 2018 thru 
December 17, 2018 Lauckner second 
All in Favor Motion Carried.
Burnham and Flower were present 

to go over Stockbridge Township 

Insurance for 2019
Lauckner motion to add Casualty Limited 

Terrorism Coverage for additional $69.00 
and Property Limited Terrorism Coverage 
for an additional $65.00 Sommer second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Lauckner motion to increase Non 

Monerary Defense Cost Coverage to 
$500,00 per suit/ $500,000.00 aggregate 
for an additional $25.00 Sommer second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business
Lantis Wetherell and Muraf meet with 

Daniel Cabage from Fleis&Vandenbrink 
about renovations Stockbridge Township 
Board members will meet with other 
companies before making any decisions 
New Business
Stockbridge Township Board has 

not made a decision on Recreational 
Marihauna. Stockbridge Township Board 
will see what LARA sets for laws and 
Stockbridge Township Board will continue 
education ourselves on this topic.
Sommer Motion to Pay the Stockbridge 

Township Board monthly bills in the 
amount of $25,661.05 Lauckner second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments Discussion 
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Board regular monthly meeting 
at 8:20pm Laukner Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE SYNOPSIS 
December 3, 2018 at 7 p.m.

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm. 
Roll Call PRESENT:President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell ,Trustee Patrick 

Harden, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla Trustee Greg Uihlein ABSENT: Trustee Richard 
Mullins,Ohers Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, Police Chief Johnnie Torres,John 
Gormley, Village Attorney, Citizens were also present. 

Pledge of Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance. 
Approval of Agenda MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla to approve the 

December 3, 2018 agenda. Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
Approval of Minutes MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla to approve the 

minutes of November 5, 2018 as presented by Clerk Nogle.Motion carried with unanimous 
ayes.

Public Comment: There were comments made by the public. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Accounts Payable MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the 
accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: cattell, Harden, Uihlein, Quintanilla, 
Corey, Howlett, NAYS: None ABSENT:  Mullins MOTION PASSED 

Police Report – Chief Torres gave his police report. 
NEW BUSINESS Meeting Dates MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, 

APPROVED; the 2019 Meeting Dates for the Village Council and Downtown Development 
Authority.

Motion Carried Unanimously; Scheller Request-118 N. Center Street MOTION by 
Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to allow the return of RTS’s at the location 
118 N. Center Street, with only 1 RTS for Sewer and 1 RTS for Water; must complete the 
required paperwork within 7 days with the Clerk. MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by 
Quintanilla, APPROVED

The accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle AYES: Harden, Uihlein, Cattell, 
Quintanilla, Corey, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT:  Mullins MOTION PASSED 

Public Comment- There was public comment. 
ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Harden, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED to adjourn 

the Council Meeting at 7:51pm.  
Respectfully submitted: 

Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting

27 November 2018    7:00 P.M.
9773 Mt. Hope Road

Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, 

Morency. Also present: 3 residents including 
John Beck, Zoning Enforcement and Charlie 
Barnum, Building Inspector.
Public Comment:  
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with 

support from Walz to accept the consent 
agenda with changes as presented. Aye/
all; no/none. Motion carried. Charlie Barnum 
said that building is slowing down. Weather 
is a factor. The new SAESA building will be 
ready to move into by December 15th. 
Correspondence: None   
Old Business: None
New Business:  
• Morency stated that the Planning 

Commission is still looking over text for solar 
farms zoning ordinance.  
• Lance motioned with support from Kitley 

to approve the application from Charles and 
Barbara Sullivan for a land division, land 
combination, and boundary adjustments of 
two parcels resulting in three re-described 
parcels: Tax ID # 000-05-100-005-005-00 
with 22.946 acres, Tax ID # 000-00-35-100-
006-00 with 3 acres and Tax ID # 000-05-
35-251-001-04 with 10.269 acres. Aye/all; 
no/none. Motion carried.
• An ordinance opting out of marihuana 

establishments was discussed. Lance 
motioned with support from McAlister to 
table the ordinance for the present time 
pending clarification of language. Aye/all; 
no/none. Motion carried. 
• Kitley motioned with support from 

McAlister to adopt Resolution 18-11-27-01 
regarding Credit/Debit Card Use Policy.  
Roll call vote:  Yes/Walz, Kitley, Lance, 
Morency, McAlister. No/none. Motion 
carried.
• Lance motioned with support from Walz 

to adopt Resolution 18-11-27-02 regarding 

Acceptance of Payments by Financial 
Transaction Device. Roll call vote: Yes/
Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz.  
No/none. Motion carried.
• Walz stated that the Parks and 

Recreation committee is planning to use 
their grant of $500 from Consumers Energy 
Group as a down payment toward the 
person the work bid is awarded to. The 
money will be used to cover some work on 
the walking path that will be surrounding 
the Town Hall. Lance stated that Aggregate 
Industries will donate some gravel to the 
project.
Other Business That Comes Before The 

Board:  Walz stated that the auditor had 
suggested changing the money from the 
Super Now account to put money into a CD 
because interest is so low.  Walz suggested  
using the stepladder approach to dividing 
the other CD which becomes available 
for renewal in January into 1, 2, 3, and 
4-year CDs to make the money available 
more readily with lower penalties for early 
withdrawal. A motion may be presented  at 
the December 20 meeting.
Public Comment: Peggy Beals spoke 

on the fact that growing hemp is being 
confused with the drug itself. Hemp is used 
for ropes and many other material items. It 
is not the drug form.
Adjournment: McAlister motioned with 

support from Walz to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. 
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.
The next Planning Commission meeting 

will be on Tuesday, December 18, 20108 at 
7:00 p.m. The next regular Board meeting 
will be on Thursday, December 20, 2018 at 
7:00 p.m.  Change in meeting date due to 
Christmas holiday. Minutes will be published 
in the Stockbridge Community News at the 
end of each month, on our website at www.
waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook 
page at: waterlootownshipmichigan

Submitted by: 
Janice Kitley, 

Clerk
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    Want to advertise? 
    • Print: 15 words (or one half-inch by 2 inches) $35 (published monthly, 1st of 
the month)
    • Online: $30 per posting, includes website and Facebook posting
    To place a classified advertisement or discuss possibilities, please email your 
ad to StockbridgeCommunityNews@gmail.com or phone Nancy at 517-851-8087. 

Send payment to SCN, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137

FOR RENT Clinton West & Lakewood Apartments are now 
taking applications. Clinton West Apartments is Senior 
housing for persons 62 and older or Disabled at any age. 
It is a barrier free Community offering one (1) bedroom 
apartments. Lakewood Apartments are Family housing, 
offering 1 & 2 bedroom apartments. We are located at 839 S. 
Clinton St. in the beautiful town of Stockbridge, MI.  
517-851-7093 or Lakewood@pkhousing.com

Think you know the area? Here’s 
chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
selecting a mystery location within 
the Stockbridge School District. 
Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will 
be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

January’s winner will receive a 
$20 Farmers State Bank Branded 
Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you to 
Farmers State Bank.

January’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

Congratulations to last month’s winner,  
Rebecca Salyer for correctly identifying the 
building on Williamsville Raod in Unadilla 
Township.

To participate, enter your best 
guess as to the subject of the photo 

Recognize the subject of this picture and 
its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. 
Photo credit Rose Collison

along with your name, address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than Jan. 8.

 

Stockbridge Village Council swears in 
new officers and considers marijuana 
zoning ordinance

Current Stockbridge Village Council after November’s election: Greg Uihlein (new), 
Chad Quintanilla (appointed and newly elected), President Pro Tem Frederick Cattell, 
President Molly Howlett, Heath Corey (new). All have served on the board before. 
Absent from the meeting: Richard Mullins and Patrick Harden. Photo Credit Digital 
Crumbs Photography

by Mary Wilson
Newly elected and re-elected Stockbridge Village Council members as of 

Open Air Market moves inside to 
offer Winter Market

The scent of fresh honey, baked 
goods, woodworking, soaps, 
hot sauces plus pesto and chips 
from OAM’s regular vendors will 
ensure no shopping bags remain 
empty for long. Photo credit 
DigitalCrumbs Photograph

by Suzi Greenway
Think your table has to forego locally grown and 

crafted products throughout the cold winter months? 
Think again. The Open Air Market of Stockbridge is 
going into its fourth year of offering its cozy Winter 
Market during the second Saturday of each month in 
the First Presbyterian Church Community Education 
Building across the street from its usual scene on the 
square.

Jan. 12, Feb. 9, March 9 and April 13, the Winter 
Market will brim with an attractive roster of vendors. 
The ever popular Titus Farms and ParaPara Steffey 
Farms will offer shoppers their tasty vegetables and 
homemade cheeses. The scent of fresh honey, baked 
goods, woodworking, soaps, hot sauces plus pesto and 
chips from OAM’s regular roster of vendors will ensure 
no shopping bag remains empty for long.

The Presbyterian women’s group is slated to 

the November 2018 election were sworn in prior to the Stockbridge Village Council meeting, Dec. 
3. The council is now composed of President Molly Howlett, President Pro Tem Frederick Cattell, 
Heath Corey (new), Patrick Harden, Richard Mullins, Greg Uihlein (new) and Chadwick Quintanilla 
(previously appointed and newly elected). All newly elected council members have served before.

During two public comment times, people in an audience of approximately 40 expressed their 
opinions regarding a proposed ordinance to prohibit marijuana establishments within the Village of 
Stockbridge. People in favor of the prohibition made cases that the sale, distribution and dispensing 
of the recreational drug was not a good business for this small town. Those opposed to the 
ordinance maintained that allowing marijuana-related businesses would bring financial benefit to the 
community.

Later, during the new business portion of the agenda, the council first read and began discussions 
on a proposed ordinance to prohibit Marihuana Establishment within the Village of Stockbridge. No 
vote was taken.

In November, Michigan voters approved a ballot proposal to legalize the sale of recreational 
marihuana (the state’s spelling) in the state. Now, municipalities and townships throughout the state 
are scrambling to enact zoning ordinances to accommodate the new law when it goes into effect at 
an as-yet-undetermined date in 2019.

provide their famous soup, sandwich and salad lunch while local musicians round out the 
flavor of each event. Hours: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch and music from noon to 2.
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Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation Mission: To fund programs 
and projects that create or enhance educational opportunities available to residents 
within the boundaries of the Stockbridge Community School District.

This festival is our annual fundraiser, with all proceeds 
supporting our community.

To reserve a place Contact:
Chuck Wisman at  

517 851-8087

Raffle Tickets Contact: 
Lance Chapman cell 517-795-6611 

or email lance.chapman@rocketmail.com

Raffle 

Tickets
 Cash Prizes: 

$500 first place

$200second place 

$100 third place

Need not be present to win

Cost to
AttenD$35 per person/$280 per 

table of 8 if decorating 
and competing$40 per person/$320 per 

table with SAEF provided 
Centerpiece (non competitive)

FOOD, FUN
& PRIZES!

Enjoy 
   the

You are invited 
to attend the

Heritage School
March 23, 2019

6:00 pm

The pastor refused medical treatment on the scene. The subjects are described as 
white males. One is 5 feet 5 inches tall, 140 pounds and the other over 6 feet tall, 250-300 
pounds. The Sheriff’s Office asks anyone with information to call Detective Buckland at 
517-676-8255.

Allen told WXYZ that he was attacked in the past by men he’d help clothe and shelter. 
“I’m old and I’m tired,” he said. “I’m just asking God to intervene.”

Pastor page 1

Top Stories of 2018
Throughout 2018, readers voted with their 

clicks on their favorite SCN stories. Here are 
the top-ranking website and Facebook stories 
by month (excluding lost and found dog 
postings— those stories always shot through 
the roof). 

January: Old Katz School to become 
Katz Communities by Judy Williams

Rumors swirl around the community as to 
the fate of the old Katz Elementary School in 
Munith, so this reporter went to the horse’s 
mouth, so to speak. In January 2016, Doug 
and Cindy Lance purchased the building and 
property. Since then, Cindy Lance and the 
couple’s eldest daughter, Cassie Watson, 
have been working to repurpose the building.

See Stories on page 18.
Cassie Watson, and mother Cindy Lance, discuss 
plans for Katz Communities. Photo credit Judy Williams

Stuff the Bus brightens 
holiday for local families

A bus driver stands out on the 
cold helping with the annual Stuff 
the Bus project. Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

by Patrice Johnson
Saturday, Dec. 8, 

the Stockbridge Schools 
Transportation Department rolled 
Bus 18-19 to a stop and parked in 
front of the Township Hall. Then 
volunteers went to work with their 
annual “Stuff the Bus” project for 
Stockbridge Outreach. As always, 
donors proved generous. 

All gifts and cash donations 
will be used to make Christmas 
happier and brighter for area 
children and families. 

“Our bus drivers are always Awesome.” Doreen Flanigan Ekonen 
wrote on reading the story on SCN’s website. “They stood out in the 
freezing cold to help the kids for Christmas. Amazing women.”

Reindeer visit the library

Jerry Kloock plays the dulcimer at the 
Stockbridge library while youngsters 
visited with reindeer in an outdoor pen.
 Photo credit Diane Rockall

by Diane Rockall
On Tuesday, Dec. 11, two 

interested reindeer visited 
Stockbridge’s library giving children 
young and old a chance to get 
acquainted. They stayed outside in 
their pen while visitors flocked around 
to get a chance to see, feed and pet 
them. Indoors, the library provided 
music by dulcimer player Jerry Kloock 
and hot beverages. Hot chocolate 
seemed the beverage of choice. 
Young visitors each received a new 
book and a small toy as well.
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Howard Hanna Real Estate Services | 1301 S. Main, Chelsea | LindaAllen@howardhanna.com

Call
Linda
Allen

TODAY!
734-

550-7225
Real Estate Service

www.howardhanna.com

Call Me For...

A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

719 Creekstone Ln.,  Chelsea

NEW PRICE: $204,900Happy
New Year 

2019

Rural perspectives

“What are you looking at?” Mr. 
red-tailed hawk appears to ask.

Let me stretch my wings.

by Rose Collison
Red-tailed hawks have a bony ridge 

above the eye for extra protection, a 
large wingspan of (on average) 58 
inches and a hooked beak to catch 
prey easier. They are the most common 
North American hawk, and can be 

sighted year around throughout most of the continental U.S., 
usually either majestically circling on uplifts of air or sitting in a 
tree or power line, training their sights on prey.

This muscular fellow, while not a carrion feeder, took 
advantage of fresh road-killed venison for a tasty meal and never 
flinched as this photographer took its portrait.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the 
board of Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer 
and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the 
area for a number of years.

Dear Editor,
Recently I had the misfortune of needing several auto repairs. 

I went to a local auto parts store to attempt to find out what parts 
were needed. A staff member came outside in the cold to test 
my car with a machine that would print out the problem(s). To my 
despair, I had several problems— tires, alternator, exhaust etc. 
The staff of the auto parts store recommended a local business to 
do the auto repairs, assuring me, “They won’t do you wrong.”

I was impressed with their work. I felt the repair was done with 
integrity, a fair price, and great work. Great all-around service. I 
appreciate being treated so well by our local businesses.

My word of advice is to shop local and support our local 
businesses. We have a beautiful town, especially at this time of 
year.

Thank you. Merry Christmas and blessings for the upcoming 
New Year!

Barbara Heeney-Webb

Letters we receive

Flag-raising and donations highlight 
Stockbridge McDonald’s grand reopening

School Board President Carrie Graham, 
Superintendent of Schools Karl Heidrich, 
McDonald’s franchise owner/operator 
Scott Karns and Chief of Police Johnnie 
Torres proudly display a $1,000 check 
awarded to Stockbridge Schools. Photo 
credit Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
As our nation remembered the Japanese surprise 

attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, our local 
community celebrated the grand reopening of the 
Stockbridge McDonald’s restaurant with the recognition of 
one of our fallen, Ingham County Sheriff’s Deputy Grant 
Whitaker.

The event began with parents Clyde and Mary 
Whitaker raising the flag at McDonald’s in honor of their 
son, who made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty 
on Dec. 7, 2014. Representatives of the Ingham County 
Sheriff’s Department were on hand, as were members 
of the Stockbridge Police Department, Stockbridge Fire 
Department and SAESA, and Stockbridge Community 
Schools.

McDonald’s owner/operator Scott Karns indicated the 
restaurant would donate 20 percent of the day’s sales to 
the Deputy Grant Whitaker Scholarship Fund. In addition, 
he presented a $1,000 check for Stockbridge Community 
Schools to Superintendent of Schools Karl Heidrich. 
The funds for the school were generated from artwork 
auctioned in the restaurant before renovation began. 

Artwork included original photography by local photographer, Dale Fisher.
Local resident Audra Mahler wrote that even the owner of the construction company redoing 

McDonald’s became involved. “He donated $750.00 to the Grant Whitaker Scholarship Fund when 
he heard the story during his company’s time on the job and wanted to contribute,” she said.  

The Stockbridge High School band joined in the celebration, playing inspirational music.
The restaurant, whose interior was closed for several months due to construction, had kept its 

drive-through window open throughout most of the refurbishing process in order to accommodate 
customers.

“We had fun.” Tim Erisman, father of an employee, posted on Stockbridge Community News 
Facebook page. “They did a very nice job.”

Stockbridge Library rocks to holiday open house

An estimated 160 people were treated to 
complimentary music and refreshments at the 
Stockbridge Library – CADL’s annual Holiday 
Open House. Photo credit Paul Crandall

By Paul Crandall and Patrice Johnson
Sunday, Dec. 9, when the Generations band 

transitioned into “12th Street Rag,” a delighted, white-
haired attendee turned to her friend to whisper, “This is 
the music we grew up on!”

An estimated 160 people were treated to 
complimentary music and refreshments at the Stockbridge 
Library – CADL’s annual Holiday Open House. Suzi 
Greenway prepared and presented appetizers on behalf 
of the Stockbridge Open Market, and youth created angels 
at a craft table. Then the Generations band, a staple of the 
increasingly popular event, began to play holiday music, 
and from one holiday tune to the next, audience members 
swayed and tapped their toes.

Band members and special guests included Debbie 
Fogel, Bob Johnson, Gary Allen, Dave Tatrow and Jeff 
Kressler.  

Between songs, special guest trumpet player and 
singer Dave Tatrow quipped and posed brainteasers. “If I 
drove faster than the speed of light,” he asked, “would my 

headlights be shining?”
Readers are encouraged to attend upcoming music events in the community. Maybe the answer to 

Tatrow’s sage question awaits discovery in elusive dark energy that hovers between B flat to F sharp.
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February (3-part series): A reflection on 
past choices from inmate Donovan Buckner 
by Judy Williams

 In the January edition, the Stockbridge 
Community News printed a letter sent to the 
editor from Donovan Buckner. This young man’s 
correspondence gave rise to questions as to how 
his life devolved to a lengthy prison sentence. 
When SCN asked, Buckner agreed to share 
aspects of his life with readers and to reflect on 
the choices he has made. 

March: From the Superintendent’s Desk: 
Governor recognizes Stockbridge as one of 
11 School Systems leading the way by Karl 
Heidrich

 Governor Snyder unveiled the Marshall 
Plan for Talent, a statewide partnership of 
“educators, employers and other stakeholders to 
transform Michigan’s talent pipeline and redesign 
the ways we invest, develop and attract talent 
in our state.” During the rollout, the governor 
recognized Stockbridge Community Schools, 
along with 10 other school districts across the 
state, as “already leading the way.”

April: Update on Stockbridge State Bank 
and Eaton merger by Cindy Lance

While the recently announced Stockbridge 
State Bank merger with Eaton Federal came as 
a surprise to many in the community, it is not 
uncommon in the industry. Tim Jewell, President 

Stories page 16
and CEO of Eaton Federal stated, “The ever-
increasing costs of technology and regulatory 
compliance have become a huge challenge for 
small banks who cannot spread those costs over 
a large customer base.”

May: Daltons breathe new life into the old 
Stockbridge Middle School by Bob Castle. 

The prior edition of the Stockbridge 
Community News reported that the old Middle 
School was sold to Mike Dalton for one dollar. But 
while taking a tour of the building and conversing 
with Dalton, it became apparent that this 
transaction was not so much about the sale of the 
complex as it was about putting the school in trust 
to a family of alumni who have the commitment 
and ability to renovate property, so it can continue 
to be of service to the community.

June: Chamber names Cheryl Holloway 
Volunteer of the Year by Patrice Johnson

In keeping with tradition, the Stockbridge Area 
Chamber of Commerce announced its Volunteer 
of the Year award during the annual Day in 
the Village, and this year a retired Stockbridge 
teacher was named recipient. Cheryl Holloway’s 
unwavering commitment to Outreach’s Tide Me 
Over program ranked high among her many kind 
and generous acts.

July: Stockbridge Township paves way for 
$2.4 million solar farm  by Patrice Johnson

July 11, Cypress Creek Renewables 
moved a step closer to building a $2,400,000 

User provided photo

When Gov. Rick Snyder unveiled 
the $100 million ‘Marshall 
Plan for Talent’ on Feb. 21, he 
praised 11 Michigan schools and 
administrators, and Stockbridge 
ranked among them, as “already 
leading the way.” Photo credit 
Crain’s Detroit.

Stockbridge State Bank becomes part 
of Eaton Federal. User provided photo.

Mike and Leah Dalton, in front 
of the Old Middle School. Photo 
credit Patrice Johnson

Volunteer of the Year Cheryl 
Holloway. Photo credit Judy Williams

Sample image of a solar farm. User 
provided photo
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Stockbridge Community News — Subscription Form
Have an out-of-town family member or friend who would enjoy receiving a paper? Want to 

receive the paper at your vacation home? Purchase a 12 month subscription for $35.

Please mail this form along with payment to:  Stockbridge Community News, 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.

Name

Address

Email

Payment Type:   Cash            Check

Stockbridge Community News
Donation Form

Name

Address

Email

Amount
Please mail donations to:  Stockbridge Community News,

P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.
Donations may not be tax deductible.

 

      For more
     information,
  call Suzi at
517-851-7437.

The Open Air Market
WINTER MARKET: 1/12, 2/9, 3/9, 4/13

 MARKET ITEMS: produce, honey, jam,
  cheese, eggs, pesto, bread, pies, baked
goods, maple syrup, horseradish & hot
sauces, art, woodworking, soaps, etc.

11 to 3 pm ~ Presbyterian CE Building
Luncheon: 11 to 2 pm | Music: Noon to 2 pm

solar farm in Stockbridge Township, thereby launching its 
entrance into Michigan.

August: Stockbridge students heading to American 
Samoa by Michelle Zemke and Bob Richards

The Stockbridge InvenTeam has been invited to conduct 
research, test equipment and conduct an educational 
outreach project in the National Marine Sanctuary of American 
Samoa, Nov. 21 to Dec. 5, 2018.

September: Kids Area at Stockbridge Harvest Moon 
Festival thrills dogs, children, parents and neighbors by 
Patrice Johnson

Six-year-old border collie, aptly named Splash, sails 
through the air and catches a chew toy mid-flight before 
hurtling into the Ultimate Air Dog attraction. Owner Ann 
Williams, of Lansing, grinned. “Be careful what you name your 
dog,” she said, as blue-eyed Splash peered longingly at the 
pool of water, hoping for another turn.

October: Robert Halfacre: Little-known Homecoming 
hero works behind the scenes by Bruce Wm. Brown

A Homecoming Queen in a pretty dress waving from the 
back of a convertible is an iconic part of the fall Homecoming 
Parade. Moms and Dads support their queens by figuring out 
the frantic homecoming schedule along with the dress, shoes, 
and hairstyling. But there’s another important element that’s 
hard to arrange: The Ride. 

November: Local dentist helps honor Michigan 
veterans with fishing trip by Judy Williams

From the first time local dentist Dr. Gary Adiska 
volunteered for “Tight Lines for Troops,” he was hooked on 
the event that honors veterans with a free charter fishing 
tournament on Lake Michigan. This year, 300 Michigan 
veterans and more than 50 captains and their boats took part.

December: Ele’s Place heals hearts in Stockbridge 

Stockbridge InvenTeam travels to 
American Samoa. Photo provided 
by Bob Richards

Six-year-old border collie, aptly 
named Splash, dives for a chew 
toy. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

Robert Halfacre quietly arranges 
homecoming cars. 

Tight Lines is a success, Gary 
Adiska explained, because of all 
the volunteer fishing boat captains, 
local organizations, National Guard 
and U.S. Coast Guard, many private 
businesses and hundreds of 
volunteers. User provided photo.

Ele’s Place comes to 
Stockbridge Schools, thanks 
to John Twining’s initiative 
and the efforts of others. User 
provided photo

Schools by Amy Haggerty 
Many of us recognize Ele’s Place 

for its help to grieving children, 
teens and their families. But how 
many are aware that this Michigan-
based nonprofit has a home in 
Stockbridge Community Schools?

Masons donate to Outreach

L-R: Kevin Numinen, C.G. Lantis, Dan 
Wilson, Karen Smith, Richard Gibson, 
Greg Uihlein, and Ian Crumb. Photo credit 
Diane Rockall

by Diane Rockall
Stockbridge 

Lodge 130 Free 
and Accepted 
Masons dropped 
off gifts Wednesday 
afternoon at 
Stockbridge 
Community 
Outreach to help 
brighten the 
Christmas of others 
in the community.

Local author named first-place 
winner of national book award

“I entered ‘The Fall’ on a 
whim,” Patrice Johnson said, 
“and was thrilled to learn it 
won.” User provided photo

by Judy Williams
Congratulations are again in 

order for first-time author Patrice 
Johnson. The Stockbridge 
resident and editor-in-chief of 
the Stockbridge Community 
News was notified that her 
book, “The Fall and Rise of 
Tyler Johnson” is the first-place 
winner of the 12th Annual 
National Indie Excellence Award 
for new nonfiction.

See Author on page 20.



January 2019Stockbridge Community News20

Stockbridge Sports The panel of judges, made up of experts from all facets 
of the book industry including publishers, writers, editors, 
book designers and professional copywriters, wrote, “Your 
book truly embodies the excellence that this award was 
created to celebrate, and we salute you and your fine work.”

The prestigious annual contest of the National Indie 
Excellence® Awards is open to recent English language 
books in print from independent, university, and self-
publishers. Contest results “celebrate a spectacular range 
of titles,” and one winner was selected in each category. 
Several finalists were also named.

Johnson graduated from Stockbridge schools and 
holds a master’s degree in English Literature from MSU. “I 
entered ‘The Fall’ on a whim,” she said, “and was thrilled to 
learn it won.” She indicated she wrote the book so her son’s 
death might serve as a life lesson to young people who 
might not otherwise think about the consequences of their 
actions.

The 496-page book of narrative nonfiction, based on 
her deceased son’s journals, tells the true story of an 
idealistic young genius’ struggle to overcome the crushing 
consequences from a night of college binge drinking in a 
post-911 world.

Contest winners and finalists are displayed on NIEA’s 
website, www.indieexcellence.com.

Author page 19

Stockbridge girls’ JV basketball team on 
three-year winning streak

Town Hall Players perform ‘Harmony Romances’ and 18-year member takes 
final curtain call

The cast of the ‘Harmony Romances.’ Photo credit 
DigitalCrumbs Photography

by James R. Clark-Swalla 
The Stockbridge Town Hall Players performed “Harmony Romances” over the weekend of Nov. 30 through Dec. 2 

at the Stockbridge Township Hall. The play, a sequel to “Ladies of Harmony,” performed April 2013, was directed by 
Sara Lewis and Amy Schlaff. 

In this sequel, Harmony Church women who had planned a funeral in the first play were now planning a wedding. 
Leah intends to marry Howard, whom she had contact solely via email and telephone. Both plays, written by Ron Hill, 
were produced through special arrangement with Big Dog/Norman Maine Publishing. 

In addition, THP bade farewell to longtime member and supporter, Barbara A. Krusinski. In a flier, the players wrote 
to Krusinski, “You have instilled a love of acting to the next generation and you are loved beyond measure and will be 
missed more than you will ever realize. Thank you.” 

In taking her final curtain call, Krusinski said, “My heart and energy have been with the THP for 18 years. My dream 
was to be on stage.”

Many in the audience had play-acted with “Grandma Barb” in a THP production throughout the years. SCN photographer James Clark-Swalla first joined the troupe in 
2005 as a freshman in high school. “As with most in the THP community,” he said, “it was my pleasure to have shared the stage with her.” 

THP presold tickets at a discounted rate of $8 at the Stockbridge Pharmacy, or the charge was $10 at the door. 
A future Youth Troup is planned with showtimes for March 15, 16 and 17, 2019. Details to be announced.
The THP invites local residents participate and needs assistance in a variety of roles, from actors to producers, directors to tech crew, and members of the board. 

Everyone welcome. Contact: Facebook: Stockbridge Town Hall Players, @StockbridgeTHP or email: stockbridgethp@gmail.com or walarabw17@yahoo.com.

The girls’ JV basketball team huddles with assistant coach Bob Stolarz during a 
timeout at the home game Dec. 22 versus Olivet. Photo credit Angie Stolarz

by Hope 
Salyer

The 
Stockbridge girls’ 
JV basketball 
team won its 
Dec. 22 home 
game against 
Olivet, 44-35.

Under head 
coach Allison 
Cole and 
assistant coach 
Bob Stolarz, the 

team hasn’t lost a game in three consecutive years. 
“I feel that our team isn’t a “me” team,” ninth-grader Paige Stolarz said. “We all work 

together and have fun. And we give it our hardest.”
The next home JV game will be played on Jan. 8, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. against Leslie.
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American Legion Mackinder-Glenn Post 510. Many of the events conducted 
by Post 510 raise funds for charitable causes or community members in need. The 
American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion and 
American Legion Riders, make up what is known as the Legion Family. All four 
organizations place[s] high importance on preserving our American traditions and 
values, improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for Veterans 
and their families, and perhaps most importantly, teaching the fundamentals of 
good citizenship. Phone 517-851-8445.

Boy and Cub Scouts. Camping, archery, BB gun shooting, bottle/can drives, 
car washes, Pinewood Derby races—these are a few of the activities that Cub 
Scouts has to offer. Come join the adventure. Interested? Want info? Contact Mike 
Stoffer at phone 734-355-7070 or email is mikestoffer8@gmail.com.

Churches: The Stockbridge area is home to a wide assortment of churches 
and religious organizations. The Stockbridge Community News is pleased to 
allocate special sections of its December and April print editions to numerous 
holiday activities underway in these organizations. Please see our online and print 
“Community Calendar” for specific church activities and events each month. 

Friends of the Stockbridge Library organizes the annual Silent Auction 
and helps with book sales. The Friends help with programming and purchasing 
needed items for the Stockbridge Library. For info contact P.O. box 802 or 
email eileenconti50@gmail.com.

Girl Scouts. Enjoy field trips, camping, cultural studies and more. For info 
contact Kate Wigent at 517-742-4741, or contact Membership Specialist Callie 
Frey with the Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan at 517-742-4741.

Gregory Senior Center. All who are interested please join this fun, 
independent group. We are located at 126 Webb Street. Open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Dues are $10.00 per year and membership 
is open to all persons over the age of 55 years, regardless of residency. Trips and 
special events are planned in addition to weekly penny bingo and euchre games. 
Lunch $3. Please call at least a day in advance. For more info or to schedule a 
lunch delivery, please call Dick Ellsworth, 517-202-1161 or 517-449-5629 . If the 
school is closed due to weather, the senior center will be closed. 

Happy Hustlers 4~H. Interested in 4-H? Happy Hustlers meet generally once 
a month. Any youth five years or older may join. The goal of 4-H is to develop 
citizenship, leadership responsibility and life skills of youth through positive 
learning programs. Whether you are interested in crafts, photography, or animals, 
you can discover these programs through Happy Hustlers 4-H Club. If interested 
please ask to join our Happy Hustlers 4-H page or call Carrie Zeitz at 517-204-
1336 or Holly Whitaker, 517-937-9547. Meetings are held at Heritage School on 
the second Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.Check us out on Facebook.

Munith Lions Club provides ongoing financial support to a wide range of 
organizations, events and foundations. The group supports Leader Dog for 
the Blind, Paws for a Cause, Lions of Michigan Foundation, Eversight, Organ 
Donations, Lions All State Band, Bear Lake Camp, Diabetes Awareness, Braille 
Transcribing, Radio Reading Services, Penrickton Center for Blind Children, 
Michigan Youth Academy, Project Kidsight, Winter Camp for the Blind and Youth 
Exchange. We have a Lion Ev Huttenlocher Scholarship for SHS. We adopt 
families for Christmas, and also own and maintain the Munith Lions Park. We have 
held  a Halloween Parade and Party the Saturday before Halloween for 30 some 
years. We put up American flags in the summer and Christmas decorations at 
Christmas. We supply eye exams and glasses for anyone in need. We work for the 
Stockbridge Lions Bingo on Monday nights. We are a small club but very active. 
Over several years and many Munith Celebrates Michigan Festivals we bought 
three used Severe Weather Alert Systems and turned them over to the Township. 
Every cent we take in from the public goes back out to the public. 

We are getting older and need some new younger members to keep these 
things going. Please think about joining us. “WE SERVE.” Munith Lions meet 

The Stockbridge area is home to a wide array of nonprofit and charitable organizations, all for the benefit of local residents. The information below represents the 
Community News’ second try at compiling descriptions and contact information. 

Not listed or notice an error? Please accept our apologies and email corrected information to Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail the NEWS, P.O. 
Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137. Also, if your organization has an event to advertise or announce free of charge in our “Community Calendar” please contact the email above. 

GROUPS AND RESOURCES THAT ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

the second and fourth Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at Hankerd Inn, 10350 Hankerd Rd, 
Pleasant Lake. Contact  Bob and Char Chrisman 517-596-2215, email chrism39@
frontier.com.

Munith Rod & Gun Club. Spring through fall, daytime and under the lights, 
the nonprofit MR&GC sports club sponsors American Trapshooting Association 
(ATA) events and fun shoots. The trapshooter club welcomes all adults and 
accompanied minors on Friday nights at 5 p.m. for trapshooting practice April 
through October. Location: 11455 Fitchburg Rd, Munith, Michigan. Contact: 517- 
745-3783.

Munith/Stockbridge Community Pay It Forward Group is a local online 
outreach project solely aimed at helping our community and neighbors at the 
micro level. Though the local economy has improved since PIF’s founding in 
2012, the mission to bring aid to those in need remains. With neighbors helping 
neighbors throughout the surrounding communities, the group’s format and 
guidelines are simple: If you are in need of help, it doesn’t matter what it is, post 
it. Not comfortable asking publicly? Contact one of the administrators privately and 
confidentially. Know someone in need? Post for them. Someone will see it and 
help. Your kid needs winter coat? Good chance someone on this page will have 
one. Public Announcements, Lost and Found Pets and Employment Opportunities.  
This is not a “For Sale” page and all items must be donated freely. Have an item 
you no longer want or need? Post it. Chances are a neighbor will want or need it. 
Need a ride to work because your car broke down? Post it. Maybe someone on 
here is going that way. Can’t pay the light bill? If we can’t help here, we will put 
you in contact with someone who can. 

Now, ff you see someone post something and you can help them, times are 
hard and we have all been there. Some are blessed with more than what they 
need, and others don’t have enough.  Connect with us on Facebook at Munith/
Stockbridge Community Pay it Forward Group or email us via our sister group 
at wakeupstockbridge@gmail.com.

Open Air Market of Stockbridge.  A 501(c) (3) Farmers Market held 
every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge Township Square from 
first Friday in May through October as weather permits. Off season, the event 
continues indoors on select dates. Local and regional musicians perform in the 
gazebo between 5:30 and 7 p.m. May through August. Our products include local 
honey, eggs, produce including fresh corn and tomatoes, herbs, salad greens, 
baked goods, handmade soap, fruit, crafts, flowers, sometimes frozen poultry and 
fish, and mustards and sauces from Son-in-Law Products. We welcome other 
non-profit organizations to set up booths for free. The Market participates in Small 
Business Saturday, and has 4 winter markets in the Presbyterian Church Hall 
(dates can change). Contact information: OAM, P.O. Box 382, Stockbridge, MI 
49285, 517-851-7437, suznort@juno.com, and we’re on Facebook.

Shop Rat Foundation. Founded in 2004 by manufacturing entrepreneur, Chris 
Salow, the Shop Rat Foundation promotes and provides learning opportunities for 
youth enrolled in grades 6-12 to gain a better understanding of the manufacturing 
industry through participation in Shop Rat Education Program offerings. The 
Foundation’s mission is “to ignite interest in manufacturing careers among youth 
through innovation and outreach.” Its educational program incorporates hands-on, 
project-based curriculum modules focused on machining, welding, engineering, 
construction and modern manufacturing (including mechatronics and additive 
manufacturing). The program is currently facilitating after-school classes, in-school 
partnership activities and summer camps in Jackson,Livingston, Eaton, Hillsdale,  
Ingham and Lenawee Counties. Facilities are located at 11855 Bunkerhill Rd., 
Pleasant Lake 49272, MI. Can be found at www.shoprat.org . Contact Kelly Burr 
Kofflin at: shopratfoundation@gmail.com  for information.

SRSLY (text language for “seriously”) is a team of youth and adults working 
together to promote positive choices and prevent youth substance use in 
Stockbridge. SRSLY promotes positive family and community involvement and 
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school bonding, works to limit youth access to alcohol and other drugs, and aims 
to reduce parental approval of youth drug use. The SRSLY coalition consists 
of representatives from across Stockbridge, Chelsea, Dexter, and Manchester, 
including the schools, hospital, library, law enforcement, churches, businesses, 
parents, and youth. SRSLY focuses on primary prevention among youth aged 
10 to 15, but is open to anyone interested in preventing youth substance use by 
promoting a more positive and healthy community. SRSLY receives support from 
the Drug-Free Communities Support Program, the 5 Health Towns Foundation, 
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea, and the Coghlan Family Foundation. For more 
information or to volunteer, call or text 734-223-9091, visit srslystockbridge.org or 
contact info@srslystockbridge.org.

Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce focuses on helping businesses 
and residents succeed by making our community a better place to work, live, dine, 
and play. Website www.stockbridge.net or visit our Facebook page. 

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation was founded in 2000 as a 
501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization affiliated with the Jackson County Community 
Foundation. SAEF offers many benefits to the Gregory, Munith and Stockbridge 
areas through the generous donations of community members and participation 
in its primary annual fund-raiser, the Festival of Tables. SAEF enhances the 
educational opportunities available to all of its citizens through quarterly grants 
and scholarships. Donations offer educational support to community members and 
organizations, contributing to a more positive and enriched future. Phone 517-851-
7188 or visit www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef.

Stockbridge Area Arts Council (SAAC) is a nonprofit, all volunteer 
organization dedicated to providing opportunities for all ages to participate in, and 
enjoy the performing arts and cultural events in our community. Since its inception 
in 1990, the Arts Council has contributed to the aesthetics of the Township Hall 
by contributing funds for the new stage curtain, purchasing a new sound system, 
providing purchasing and  providing ongoing maintenance for the grand piano, 
and improving the lighting system. The Council also offers annual scholarships 
to support graduating seniors planning to major in the arts or to other students 
pursuing artistic experiences. New members are welcome. SAAC meets 4th 
Tuesday, September – November and January – June 7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of 
the Stockbridge Activity Building (former middle school).  For more info: contact 
President Dick Borden at trombonerichard@yahoo.com.

The Stockbridge Area Garden Club, first established in 1984, serves the 
greater Stockbridge area. Its 20-plus members seek to beautify public areas, 
educate people on the how-tos of flower gardening, and support civic projects. 
Among other undertakings, the garden club decorates the Township Hall and 
Square, weeds and waters the cemetery flag garden, and helps families in 
need through Stockbridge Community Outreach. Meetings are generally held 
the first Monday of the month generally at 1:00 p.m. All interested are invited, 
contact risnerco@gmail.com or mail the Stockbridge Garden Club, P.O. Box 612, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285.

Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society (SAGHS) is dedicated to 
preserving and promoting genealogical and historical information throughout the 
greater Stockbridge area. P.O. Box 966, Stockbridge, MI 49285. For info about 
general public meetings, please check our website: www.stockbridgeareaghs.org. 
Contact stockbridgeareaghs@hotmail.com.

Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition (SAWC) was created by the 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation (5HF) to help improve the overall wellness of the area served 
by the former Chelsea Hospital. 5HF is a tax-exempt, private charitable foundation 
governed by a volunteer board of directors. The mission of the 5HF is to cultivate 
improvements in personal and community wellness. SAWC aims to serve all those 
within the Stockbridge school district, focusing on four pillars of health identified 
by 5HF: making healthy connections, eating better, moving more, and avoiding 
unhealthy substances. One of the first projects undertaken was to establish the 
Stockbridge Wellness Center, but other interventions include improving the trail 
systems, building and improving playgrounds and parks, helping to build the 
Heritage pavilion and community greenhouse, supporting the Open Air Market 
and Outreach’s Tide Me Over, establishing SRSLY Stockbridge and planning for 
wellness improvements for the future. All are invited, encouraged, and welcome 
to join SAWC. Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday each month 

at 5:30 p.m. in  Room 108 of the Stockbridge Activity Center (in the old Middle 
School building) enter  through door # 20. Other communities involved with 5HF 
are Chelsea, Dexter, Grass Lake, and Manchester. To learn more about the 
Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition and 5HF visit www.5healthytowns.org or 
www.facebook.com/stockbridgewellnesscoalition or email jormayer76@gmail.com.

Stockbridge Athletic Boosters (SAB) is a nonprofit organization that brings 
parents and community members together, dedicated to encouraging and 
supporting athletes and athletic programs in the Stockbridge Community School 
District. This is done through various fundraising opportunities such as event 
concessions and larger community events such as the Harlem Wizards fundraiser 
last Spring, which helped purchase equipment for the new weight room in the Jr/Sr 
High School. SAB is always looking for volunteers to help work concessions and 
fundraising events, students may even work to cover pay-to-play fees. To find out 
more, find us on Facebook @Stockbridge Athletic Boosters. Stay tuned for news 
on our next big fundraising event this Spring! Go Panthers!

Stockbridge Community Education. This department of the Stockbridge 
Community Schools, oversees community use of the school buildings and property 
and also organizes enrichment and recreation programs for the district for all 
ages. Offices are located in Smith Elementary School, 100 Price Ave. Stockbridge. 
Phone 517-851-7735, ext. 3207, website http://panthernet.net/departments/
community-education/ and Stockbridge Community-Education on Facebook. 
Volunteers are always needed to teach a class, coach a team, or help at events. 

Stockbridge Community Greenhouse is up and running. A few community 
members have shared their gardening tips with our students, and we encourage 
others to reach out to Josh Nichols, 517-917-3223, or at nicholsj@panthernet.
net if they would like to share information or use some of the space in the 
greenhouse for their gardening needs.

Stockbridge Community News is a volunteer-run, non-profit, public 
information service operated by volunteers. Our mission is to serve as a hub  of 
quality, consistent local  information to build a stronger community. As a IRS 
501(C)(4) organization, we depend on the support of donors and sponsors. 
Over the course of our first 2 years of existence, the News has grown from a 
wing and a prayer to a full-fledged public information organization. Our website 
(stockbridgecommunitynews.com) and Facebook page regularly serve more 
than 20,000 viewers each month. Our print edition, mailed monthly to more than 
8200 households in the Stockbridge School District, reaches an estimated 24,000 
residents in the Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg area and portions of 
White Oak, Grass Lake, Leslie, Pleasant Lake, Jackson and Chelsea. As you plan 
your gift giving for the end of the year, we hope you will keep us in mind, and we 
always need and welcome volunteers. The News may be reached at P.O. Box 83, 
Gregory, MI 48137 or through email at stockbridgecommunitynews.com.

Stockbridge Community Outreach was organized during the fall of 1981 
because local churches had become unable to handle the volume of requests for 
help. The first food pantry was in a room in the basement of a church. We are now 
located in the old Middle School ( now the Stockbridge Activity Center), 305 W. 
Elizabeth, Room 120 and are open 3 days a week. We currently offer assistance 
with food (once monthly), utilities, housing, transportation, and prescriptions. We 
have clothing and small household goods—all free to the public. We coordinate 
the Tide Me Over weekend and summer food programs for kids and families who 
are on the free or reduced lunch program. We participate with the Fresh Food 
Initiative of Jackson, offering weekly food distributions to anyone who shows 
up at the site. Our facilities are used for government food distribution, and at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas we offer special food and gift programs. We make 
referrals to other agencies for specific needs. Our hours: Mon. & Fri., 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Wed. 1 to 6 p.m. We also provide emergency assistance to those living in 
the Stockbridge School District. For info call 517-851-7285 or find us on Facebook. 
Our mailing address is PO Box 682 - Stockbridge Activity Center, Stockbridge, Mi 
49285.

Stockbridge Golden Years Senior Citizens’ Nutrition Site meets Fridays in 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Lunch is served at noon, followed by Bingo.  Social 
time starts at 10:30 a.m.  Ages 60+, $3 donation requested, but not required  
RSVP is appreciated. Call Betti Wetherell by 5 p.m. Wed., 517-206-9035. Info@
tcoa.org. or www.tcoa.org/resources/nutrition-services.



Community Resources
Stockbridge Lions and Lioness Clubs in Stockbridge and Munith. The 

Stockbridge Lions Club provides ongoing financial support to a wide range 
of organizations, events and foundations, including Stockbridge Community 
Outreach, Waterloo Farm Museum, Stockbridge Area Arts Council, American 
Diabetes Association, Bear Lake Camp, Stockbridge Day in the Village, Gregory 
Fourth of July Celebration, Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. The 
Stockbridge Lions Club has awarded over $250,000 over the past years to 
graduating seniors of Stockbridge High School to help further their educations. 
The group conducts bingo every Monday night at the American Legion Hall in 
Stockbridge, and meets the first Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Stockbridge Township 
Hall. Anyone interested in joining or contacting the Lions Club may contact Eric 
Holmes, Lion President, at 517-914-5808.

The Lioness Club is a service organization that focuses on, but is not limited 
to sight. The club earns money by working Lions Club bingo every Monday. 
Earnings are given to local charities and state charities. The Lionesses meet the 
fourth Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the Presbyterian Church basement. 

Stockbridge Masonic Lodge a charitable organization that supports many 
causes in the Stockbridge area, including  scholarship programs at the high 
school, sponsoring teams through Community Education and raising funds and 
sponsoring Adopt-A-Family for Stockbridge Community Outreach. A Mason is 
a member of the oldest and largest goodwill fraternity in the world, known as 
Masonry or Freemasonry Masonry teaches that each man has a duty to make life 
better, not just for himself, but for everyone. Contact Richard Gibson, 517-596-
2588 or gibsonrrgpg@gmail.com.

Their Guardian, Their Voice  a small group of community members 
connecting  in an online forum working together to offer help with short term 
assistance for families in crisis and struggling to feed or care for their pets and/
or livestock. Their Guardian, Their Voice will also try to assist with placement, 
adoption, general medical care, and the occasionally emergency medical care 
when funds are available.  We are not a wealthy community and resources are 
limited  and the list is  long but we do our best to meet immediate needs.  Our end 
goal is always to make sure any animal doesn’t go hungry or suffer.  If someone 
is not comfortable asking publicly for assistance, they can contact one of the 
administrators privately and confidentially.

Coverage area is Ingham County, Jackson County and immediate surrounding 
counties  For more information contact Heather Walling at guardiansvoice@
hotmail.com or connect  with us on Facebook at Their Guardian, Their Voice. 
Ongoing donations can be made at paypal.me/guardiansvoice.

Tide Me Over, a backpack program that is part of Outreach, works to stave 
off hunger among the elementary school’s most vulnerable students by sending 
food home with children to tide them over the weekend. Currently, the program 
provides weekend meals to more than 100 Stockbridge elementary students, pre-
kindergarten through sixth grade. Donations may be made c/o the TMO program 
to Stockbridge Outreach, located in the Old Middle School, Mondays and Fridays 
(9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and Wednesdays 1 to 6 p.m. Mail to Stockbridge Community 
Outreach, P.O. Box 682, Stockbridge, MI 49285. Questions or comments? Email 
56Hollowayc@gmail.com

Town Hall Players. Our hometown community theater group is always looking 
for new members: actors, musicians, technical directors, designers, backstage and 
front-of-house crew, and other volunteers. THP relies on the generous support of 
local businesses, groups, and individuals to continue to produce good local theater 
see our Facebook page Stockbridge Town Players... If you would like more info 
or to sponsor a show or the complete season, please find us on Facebook at 
Stockbridge Town Hall Players. 

Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities an online forum 
and movement of like-minded individuals with the mindset of community unity 
and pride. Its goals include making our community inviting for all near and far, 
coming together as a community united rather than divided, and addressing 
the harder issues and concerns surrounding us. Wake Up Stockbridge, which 
started as a Facebook group to discuss community goals, is a positive entity 
that welcomes different points of view and opinions. Working closely with their 
sister group Munith/Stockbridge Pay It Forward to make the simplest of needs 
to larger of needs meet as best they can, to ease economic burdens.The group 

has grown into local gatherings that host community projects. It conducts various 
types of activities and initiatives for  young and old resident or not.  Although 
Wake Up highlights Stockbridge as our central point, we are an all inclusive 
group helping overlapping communities and neighbors. “After all, it does not 
take a village, township or district to make a community it takes like-minded 
people who simply care,” said Tina Mullins.  For more information, contact Tina 
at wakeupstockbridge@gmail.com or via Facebook  at Wake Up Stockbridge & 
Surrounding Communities.

Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museums, located at 13493 Waterloo-
Munith Road, Grass Lake, MI 49240) is maintained and staffed by volunteer 
workers and members of the Waterloo Area Historical Society (WAHS). We 
have operated as a community service since 1962, giving tours, living history 
interpretations, demonstrations, educational meetings, and craft classes. To 
volunteer, see our website or Facebook page. Contact WAHS at P.O. Box 37, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285, email: waterloofarmmuseum.org, or call the Farm Museum 
at 517-596-2254 to leave a message. See our Facebook page. Open for weekend 
tours starting the first weekend after Memorial Day, and ending the weekend 
before Labor Day.

We offer the following four special events: Blacksmith, Soldiers, and Log Cabin 
Weekend on the fourth full weekend in JUNE; Antique Tractor, Truck and Farm 
Equipment Show the 2nd full weekend in AUGUST; Pioneer Day the 2nd Sunday 
in OCTOBER; and Christmas on the Farm the 1st full weekend in DECEMBER.

Waterloo Needlework Club. This group has continued making needlework 
quilts, knitting and crocheting for people in need for 105 years. The club has 
supported a number of different charities through the years, including making 
bandages for injured soldiers during World Wars I and II. WNC supports a number 
of current charities with quilts or money and will be demonstrating our crafts at 
Pioneer Day in October at the Waterloo Farm Museum. We appreciate donations 
of good cotton fabric, batting, or money to buy these items. We meet the 2nd and 
4th Thursday of every month at 10 a.m. at the Munith United Methodist Church. 
For info call Jan, 517-769-2172, powelljanice02@gmail.com.

“Where kindness and excellence meet”

120 E. Main Street 
Stockbridge

517-851-8455
pauldobosdds.com
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