
Goals come to fruition: Trail renovations 
complete and segment paved in Village

Stockbridge Township approves 
sweeping marijuana ordinances

Jeanne Richter, president and CFO of 
Farmers State Bank, named chairman of 
Michigan Bankers Association

Jeanne E. Richter. Photo 
provided by Farmers State Bank

The Michigan Bankers Association (MBA) has announced the election of 
Jeanne Richter, president and Chief Financial Officer of Farmers State Bank, 
as chairman of its board of directors.

“We are proud to support Jeanne in her work with the Michigan Bankers 
Association,” states Craig M. Goodlock, chairman & CEO of Farmers State 
Bank. “Jeanne’s experience and understanding of the financial industry will 
greatly benefit the Michigan banking industry in this role as MBA chair.” The 
Michigan Bankers Association has been the voice of the banking industry 
since 1887 and consists of Michigan financial institutions with more than 
2,800 branches located throughout the state. The MBA promotes strong 
communities and economic activity in Michigan by advancing a positive 
business environment.

Richter joined Farmers State Bank in 2000 as financial officer progressing 
to executive vice president and chief financial officer in 2002.

See Richter on page 5.

Dappled shade and local nature 
walks from South Clinton Street 
past Oaklawn Cemetery to East 
M-106 await all who enjoy paved, 
handicap accessible trails. Photo 
credit Patrice Johnson

by Matt Pegouskie
Molly Howlett, Stockbridge village president, has realized one of her 

long held goals for Stockbridge: to create an inviting, user-friendly paved 
trail along Mike Levine Lakeland Trails State Park.

“I’m so excited to see it finally come to fruition, and isn’t it lovely!” 
Howlett exclaimed.

As SCN reported July 30, more than a mile of paved surfaces, 
consisting of 300 tons of smooth asphalt, are available to local hikers. 
Whether pushing a baby stroller or wheelchair, all who require paved, 
handicap accessible trails may now enjoy local nature walks from South 
Clinton Street past Oaklawn Cemetery to East M-106.

Trailhead renovations included paving parking lots, adding better 
lighting and installing a vault toilet. Upgrades to the trail accommodated 
equestrian riders on the north side of the trail. To top it off, a new 
equestrian staging area for loading and unloading horse trailers was also 
constructed northeast of the updated trailhead.

See Trails on page 3. 

by Patrice Johnson
In its regular monthly 

meeting, Tuesday, Aug. 19, the 
Stockbridge Township Board 
voted 3 to 2 in favor of allowing 
all aspects of marijuana production 
and distribution in the local 
community. Spelled marihuana by 
the state of Michigan, marijuana’s 

five aspects include growing, provisioning, transportation, processing 
and testing/safety, and compliance. In addition, according to an attendee 
present, the board modified the previously tabled ordinances to include 
approval of dispensaries as well.

Voting in favor were Supervisor C.G. Lantis, Trustee Ed Wetherell, 
and Clerk Becky Muraf. Trustee Terry Sommer and Treasurer Kris 
Lauckner voted in opposition.

Approximately 15 local residents attended.
The vote came on the heels of the Michigan Marijuana Regulatory 

Agency’s release of Emergency Rules on July 3. Almost two years ago, 
the board tabled the issue due to public outcry. After a statewide vote to 
allow recreational and medical use of the federally prohibited substance 
in Michigan, local municipalities now have the option to participate via 
enacting ordinances.

Aug. 23, 2017, Stockbridge Community News reported on the 
township board’s tabling of “proposed ordinances that could allow five 
key components of the medical marijuana industry to take root in the 
township: growing, provisioning, transportation, processing, and testing/
safety compliance...until LARA, Michigan’s Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs, issued regulatory rules. (“Civil Discourse on Medical Marijuana 
Prevails at Township Board Meeting,” SCN, Aug. 23.).

Stockbridge Teen Center receives $5,000 
donation from Eaton Federal Savings

L-R: Samantha Young, Bonnie Davidson, 
Heather Marks and Heidi Paton. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

by Patrice Johnson
The Stockbridge Teen Center hopes to open soon, 

and on Thursday, Aug. 8, Eaton Federal Savings Bank 
provided a shot in the arm with a $5,000 donation to the 
cause.

On hand to receive the funds were Bonnie Davidson 
and daughter Samantha Young, student ministry 
directors of Stockbridge Crossroads Community 
Church. Heather Marks and Heidi Paton, of Eaton 
Federal Savings, presented the check.

See Center on page 11.

Munith man, 28, suffers fatal 
tractor accident

Tyler Thomas Brown was killed in a 
tractor accident Aug. 12, 2019. User 
provided photo

by Patrice Johnson
Parked cars lined both sides of 

East Main Street, Stockbridge, on 
Aug. 15, as mourners overflowed 
Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home 
to fill its lawn. Friends and family 
of Tyler Thomas Brown were 
gathered to pay their respects. 
Brown, age 28, died Aug. 12 
when a tractor he was driving 
overturned. 

According to the obituary 
posted on Staffan, Mitchell and 
Caskey’s website, Brown was the 
youngest of three children born to 
Gyle Brown and Patricia Hadley 
in Jackson. He “liked hunting and 
riding his Harley and loved going 
to Colorado. His dogs were like 
his kids. He loved his nieces and 

nephews and had a lot of good friends. Tyler went to Stockbridge High 
School and graduated with the class of 2009. He was proud of his house 
and property he owned in Munith.”
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Waterloo Farm Museum hosts annual Antique 
Tractor, Truck and Farm Equipment show

“I listened to this chugging along when I was 10 years old!” 
recalled Mike Cameron of his 1923 Bromley.  Cameron 
inherited the kerosene burning tractor a few years ago 
and converted it to gasoline power.  “It runs fine and I love 
hearing it run, the sound takes me back to the good ol’ 
days,” he chuckled. Photo credit Alex R. Weddon

by Alex R. Weddon
Engine power began replacing horsepower 

on the farms of our country in the early 1900s, 
allowing American farmers to greatly increase food 
production and feed the world. A collection of those 
machines was on display at the 2019 Waterloo 
Farm Museum Antique Tractor, Truck and Farm 
Equipment show held Aug. 10 and 11.

Over one thousand guests roamed the grounds 
of the old Reilly farm on Waterloo-Munith Road 
during the weekend of fun. The smell of coal-fired 
iron forges, diesel and gasoline engine exhaust and 
delicious odors of brats and sauerkraut mixed with 
the sounds of vintage engines to fill the air, along 
with phrases beginning with, “I remember....”

Blue skies and moderate temperatures were the 
order of the day.

“The weather couldn’t be better. Another fine 
day at the museum,” Ron Kaiser observed. Kaiser 
and many other volunteers contribute to the success 
of the annual show that offers wagon rides, music, 
displays and demonstrations ranging from making 
socks to tractor barrel racing. Kaiser, a Waterloo 
Area Historical Society board member and chairman 
for a number of years, noted that with six new board 
members, all with deep historical experience and 

skills, the future of the museum is in most capable hands.
The museum, located at 13493 Waterloo-Munith Road, is open to the public during the summer from 1-5 

p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Video of tractor barrel racing and more at www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

Accomplished journalist, writer and business 
owner joins SCN Board of Directors

Mary Jo David

At its June meeting, SCN’s Board of Directors elected, by 
unanimous vote, Mary Jo David to its ranks as a three-year director. 

Despite working full time as a senior technical writer for 
Michigan Medicine, David generously donates her time and talents 
to writing a column, editing articles, and contributing where needed. 
The graduate of the University of Detroit with a bachelor’s degree in 
Communications/Journalism moved to the Gregory area from Canton 
with husband Gary Hicks in 2018. 

“Mary Jo has jumped in with both feet,” Patrice Johnson, board 
president said. “She’s talented, experienced, and insightful. As 
importantly, she’s fun to work with and a great team player.” 

David grew up in Detroit and married her high-school sweetheart, 
Gary Hicks. Together they’ve raised a daughter, Autumn, and two 

sons, Jordan and Gabriel, and are the proud grandparents of four grandchildren. Mary Jo has fond 
memories of growing up in the city as the middle child of seven. 

See David on page 3.
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Sidewalk Showdown: Handicap accessibility 
and issues with village sidewalks 

Near South Clinton and Spring Streets. 
“Basically this is impassable for a 
person and a light wheelchair without 
assistance from somebody. You may 
be able to make it through on the way 
down but not on the way back. Only a 
tricky flying start may get you up and 
over it” Glenn Buckmaster explained. 
Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
 Riddle: Where do grass, cracks and weeds form a barrier?
Answer: On sidewalks where those using walkers or wheelchairs 

try to traverse.
When residents expressed concern about sidewalk and crosswalk 

conditions in the Village of Stockbridge, this reporter enlisted the 
investigative aid of residents Marty Patrick and Glenn Buckmaster. 
As a wheelchair-using world traveler for many years, Buckmaster 
possessed a special perspective in identifying and gauging mobility 
issues. 

 “Stockbridge is pretty decent as far as getting around, the outside 
sidewalks and those around the town square have just a few problem 
areas,” he pointed out. Then he went on. “Probably more of an issue 
is the interior layout of a couple of the businesses. Obviously not a lot 
of room for adjustment, but the layout makes it where you have to be 
perfect as a driver of a power chair, or you can easily run into things.” 
He speculated that the cramped conditions could be “just the nature of 
small-town businesses.” 

 Marty Patrick cited issues that ranged from property owners failing 
to maintain the edging of their sidewalks in front of their homes. This 
includes removing grass from cracks and cutting back overgrown 
shrubs and trees that inhibit sidewalk passage. In some cases, he said, 
whole sections of sidewalk were missing.

 Thankfully, help is on the way. The July 2019 Stockbridge 
Township meeting minutes state that the Village, DDA (Downtown 
Development Authority) and Township have agreed to upgrade village 
sidewalks to American with Disabilities Act standards. 

See Sidewalk on page 9.

Continuing north of M-106 and crossing Brogan Road to the Ingham 
County/Livingston County line, the trail has been widened to 10 feet and 
crushed limestone aggregate added. 

The improved trail is suitable for walkers, bicycles and horses. 
Though the trail itself is ready for action, some landscaping remains to 
be completed during late summer or early fall.

The majority of the funding for the project came through a grant 
from Ingham County Trails and Parks Millage with additional financial 
support from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Mike 
Levine, the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition, and plenty of office 
support from the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation.

“There were many meetings and lots of paperwork, and we never 
would’ve been able to complete it all without the help of Matt Pegouskie 
of 5HF, and John Calvert, who works with Mike Levine and is a major 
member of the Friends of the Lakeland Trails,” Howlett explained.

The improvements come at a time of various trail projects along 
Mike Levine Lakelands Trail State Park. Construction recently 
concluded on upgrades to the trail from the Livingston county line 
toward Putnam Township, while Michigan DNR construction is ongoing 
south of Clinton Street in Stockbridge through Munith toward Jackson.

Completion of this Stockbridge-Munith section is expected by mid-
September, in time for a new cross-state bike event. Great Lake-to-Lake 
Trails Route #1 Inaugural Ride will let cyclists dip their tires in two of 
the Great Lakes, and it will mark the debut of a multiuse trail network in 
Michigan.

Great Lake-to-Lake Trail ride begins Sept. 13 in the beach town of 
South Haven and concludes Sept. 19 in Port Huron. Riders are expected 
to come through the Stockbridge area on Tuesday, Sept. 17.

Howlett smiled. “We’ll be ready for them.”

Trails page 1

Two senior women teeter on brink of abyss. 
One falls in; Stockbridge woman survives.

This grisly scene was on the verge of 
replaying in the Stockbridge-Gregory 
area. But residents recognized the 
warning signs and stepped forward. 
Image source sites.Google.com

by Patrice Johnson
“An 80-year-old Detroit woman lived in filth. Nobody knew until she 

was found dead, eaten by her dog.”
--“Unfathomable” by Tresa Baldas, Detroit Free Press, Sunday 

edition, Aug. 4, 2019, p. A001.
 This grisly scene was on the verge of replaying in the Stockbridge-

Gregory area. But residents recognized the warning signs and stepped 
forward.

 Barbara (name changed) had dropped a startling amount of weight 
since her husband’s recent death. Her attendance at monthly meetings 
of the Stockbridge Area Garden Club had become sporadic. Chuck 
and Nancy Wisman, long-time friends of Barbara’s husband, noticed 
her yard was overgrown. Nancy called neighbor Cal Brown, who had 

mowed it in the past, and asked if he would please mow it again.
 “Sure,” Brown said. “But Barbara won’t like it.”
 To describe Barbara as a curmudgeon would be an understatement. She was estranged from her family 

and lived alone in the country with her miniature poodle Blondie. Barbara belonged to one organization, the 
garden club.

 On July 13, member Molly Howlett called to remind Barbara of an upcoming meeting.
 “Oh yes,” she said. “I would like to attend.”
 Howlett offered Barbara a ride, and two days later arrived to a freshly mown yard. But tall weeds around 

Barbara’s tires indicated her SUV had not moved in some time. Howlett knocked more than 10 minutes with 
the dog barking in the background before Barbara answered the door. This normally fastidious person stood 
before her in a profoundly soiled bathrobe. Hair unkempt. Dentures missing. Legs swollen.

David page 2
Her father was a welder at the Ford Rouge plant, and her mom stayed home 

with the kids. 
“Raising seven on a single income couldn’t have been easy,” David recalled 

of her parents, “which made signing up for the Dr. Seuss book club in first grade 
a very special memory for me.” David remembers years spent playing outside 
until the streetlights came on, riding her bike miles in a day to catch up with best 
friends, and where she was in the library when the 1967 Detroit riots erupted. 

An avid reader all her life, David also loves writing poems and stories. After 
working on her school newspaper at Bishop Borgess High School in Redford, 
she went on to college at U-M Dearborn and then the University of Detroit. 

“A summer job in a computer room at Ford Motor Company turned into 
full-time work,” she said. “After graduating and facing the reality that journalism 
was not going to pay what computer work was paying, I was lucky to land a job 
as a technical writer for a software company.”

After working for other companies for many years, she branched out on her 
own and founded Write Away Enterprises. For almost 20 years, David delivered 
business communication and training to a long list of clients around the Detroit 
area. 

“Ford transferred me to New Jersey for a few years,” she said. “But Write 
Away opportunities took me all around the country and even as far as India.” A 
longtime member of the Society for Technical Communication, she was named 
an Associate Fellow this year.

Mary Jo David serves on the 12-person board with Johnson, Vice President 
Diane Rockall, Treasurer Judy Williams, Secretary Bev Glynn, Amy Haggerty, 
Rose Collison, Roberta Ludtke, Hope Salyer, Joan Tucker, Mary Wilson, and 
Nancy Wisman.

“We’ve got great neighbors and have met lots of new friends in both Gregory 
and Stockbridge,” David said. “I’m thrilled that the Stockbridge Community 
News has afforded me the chance to return to my journalism roots, and I look at 
the opportunity of serving on the volunteer SCN Board as a way to give back to 
the community while expanding my circle of new friends.”
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SKY Theatre launches to 
provide hands-on learning in 
performing arts to area youth

by Rebecca Indianer
“I want kids to know about performing 

arts--how a theatre operates—[to] teach them 
new skills and enhance the ones they already 
have, not just get a script, memorize it, and be 
in a play. I want more than that for them and 
[for] the community.”      

--Jeff Boyer, founder of SKY Theatre.
 Stockbridge Kids & Youth Theatre 

(acronym SKY Theatre) is returning to the 
stage after several years on hiatus, and it 
hopes to be like a free community college for 
area youth, specializing in performing and 
theater arts.

SKY Theatre provides hands-on learning 

Stockbridge Kids & Youth Theatre will return 
to the stage in November after multiyear 
hiatus. Photo provided by SKY Theatre

experiences in the performing arts to area youth, ages 6 to 18. Youth learn to build and 
design sets, write plays, learn improvisation skills, acquire auditioning skills, develop 
teamwork skills, and more. SKY Theatre is for kids who want to be on stage or work behind 
the scenes. There’s a place for everyone—especially in SKY Theatre’s upcoming Variety 
Show slated for Nov. 8, 9, and 10.

 Auditions for the SKY Theatre’s Variety Show were held Aug. 28 at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall.  However, kids and teens shouldn’t be deterred if they didn’t make the 
auditions—SKY Theatre promises they will find a place for all who would like to become 
involved.

 What do they mean by variety show? “It’s different from usual theater performances in 
that it highlights the various talents or skills each participant has,” Boyer explains. 

See SKY on page 10.

SRSLY attends anti-drug 
conference in Dallas

Eight representatives from SRSLY attended the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America’s 
(CADCA) Mid-Year Training Institute in Dallas. Photo provided by SRSLY

 Eight representatives from SRSLY have returned from the Community Anti-Drug 
Coalitions of America’s (CADCA) Mid-Year Training Institute in Dallas, with a host of 
new skills and knowledge to help create change in Stockbridge. 

More than 2,000 substance abuse prevention specialists and advocates gathered at the 
conference, which was held from July 15 through July 18 at the Gaylord Texan Resort and 
Convention Center. Over four days, coalitions learned how to strengthen their capacity to 
create and maintain safe, healthy and drug-free communities.  

Five SRSLY youth participated in the conference’s Youth Leadership Initiative to learn 
how to apply CADCA’s prevention model in their own community. They learned how to 
do a community assessment, create a logic model, and identify strategies to prevent youth 
substance use. 

“Even though it was a lot of work, our trainers made it fun and educational the entire 
time,” said sophomore Brenden Yannella, a SRSLY student that attended the conference. 
“They helped us come up with ideas and plans that would have a lasting impact on our 
communities.” 

The SRSLY youth focused on addressing youth vaping in Stockbridge. According to 
the 2018 Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth (MiPHY) survey, 35% of Stockbridge high 
school students had used an e-cigarette in the past 30 days. 

The youth said many parents and students have a low perception of risk when it comes 
to e-cigarettes, and they hope to combat this by providing education about their harmful 
effects, among other strategies.

SHS Digital History Board is 
up and running

“This Digital History is a work in 
progress and an ongoing project,” 
Trapp said. “Corey Baird [pictured 
above] and his leadership students 
will continue to update and add to 
it.” Photo provided by Corey Baird

by Alex R. Weddon
If Mom or Dad went to Stockbridge schools, 

chances are good a little research can reveal 
a bit more about them, thanks to the school’s 
recent online improvements.

A visit to yesteryear is only a click away, 
according to Jeff Trapp, high school principal. 
After months of research and documentation, 
the Digital History Board is up and running 
on the “our schools” page of the Stockbridge 
school district’s website. 

See Board on page 23.
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Rural perspectives
by Rose Collison
Tree frogs represent a diverse family of 

amphibians that includes over 800 species. Not 
all tree frogs live in trees. Rather, the feature that 
unites them has to do with their feet. The last 
bone in their toes is shaped like a claw.

Tree frogs also have toe pads to help them 
climb and many have extra skeletal structures in 
their toes. Tree frogs come in a variety of colors, 
but most of the species found in the United States 
are green, gray, or brown. Some of them, like 
the squirrel tree frog, are chameleon-like in their 
ability to change color.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community 
Schools, Rose Collison joined the board of 
Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer 
photographer and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. 
She and husband Ken have lived in the area for a 
number of years.

A gray tree frog doesn’t care 
which way is up.

A green tree frog enjoys a quiet rest on the arm of 
a patio chair.

 In 2005 she was elected to the Bank’s Board of Directors and 
was named president in 2009. Jeanne began her banking career as an 
examiner for the North Dakota Department of Banking after graduating 
from North Dakota State University.

“It is an honor and a privilege to step into the role of chair of 
Michigan Bankers Association,” said Richter. “I will strive to lead the 
MBA in the exemplary manner the men and women before me have. I 
look forward to visiting banks, learning from bankers what the MBA can 
and should do, and working together to build a brighter future.”

Jeanne has been involved in a variety of positions in the financial 
industry outside of Farmers State Bank demonstrating her commitment 
to community banking including the MBA Internal Audit Committee 
and MBA Compliance Committee, as well as the American Bankers 
Association (ABA) Government Relations Committee Advisory Council 
and the ABA Community Bankers Council.

Richter completed a three-year term on the Michigan Department 
of Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS) Commissioner’s Bank 
Advisory Council (2012-2015). She was appointed by Gov.Rick Snyder 
in 2011 to the Office of Regulatory Reinvention (ORR) Insurance 
and Finance Advisory Rules Committee which was responsible for 
producing advisory recommendations to the ORR for changes in 
Michigan’s existing regulatory climate.

She has been active in Stockbridge Community Schools Homework 
Help, a program sponsored by the bank to assist students after school 
hours with homework and learning. Jeanne lives with her husband and 
teenage son in Williamston.

Richter page 1

See Women on page 5.
 “I forgot,” Barbara said. “I was sleeping on the couch, and you woke me up.” She would catch the next 

meeting, she insisted and waved Howlett off. No, she didn’t need anything.
 Shaken, Howlett drove away. But she expressed her concerns to attendees seated at her table. Fellow 

member Nancy Wisman offered to discuss the situation with husband Chuck, a retired social services 
inspector. Acting on his advice, she and Andrea Stickney contacted Michigan’s Adult Protective Services the 
next morning.

 The days were hot, and Barbara had persnickety tastes, so while APS was preparing to act, this writer 
decided to deliver Barbara daily milkshakes. Slow to answer her door and clothed in her dirty pink bathrobe, 
Barbara’s greetings were always the same.

 “Why are you doing this?” she would ask, suspicion in her tone. Hair uncombed. No glimmer of 
recognition. No invitation to enter.

 “Because you look thin.”
 She would brighten. “You’re my friend, aren’t you?”
 A day or two later, a business card from a representative of APS jutted from the locked storm door.
 “I see you had a visitor,” I asked. “Did you have a nice chat?”
 Barbara glimpsed at the card and set it on the windowsill. “No, I didn’t speak with him.”
 Chuck Wisman, grateful to Barbara for her generous actions toward his terminally ill mother long ago, 

offered to ride along on a milkshake delivery. A heads-up phone call prompted Barbara to dress, and she 
answered the door in loose-hanging slacks and a blouse, both dirty.

 “Would you be interested in Meals on Wheels?” I asked.
 “Good Lord, no!” she exclaimed.
 “May we come in?” Chuck inquired.
 “Maybe next time,” she demurred. “Thank you for being my friend.”
 An email was circulated among garden club members, and a meal-delivery schedule took shape. With each 

visit, people offered to assist in a variety of ways. No, Barbara said, she didn’t need any groceries. She didn’t 
need help with her laundry. The dog didn’t need walking or feeding. She didn’t need the 40-pound salt bags on 
her steps carried in. And she invited no one inside.

 Then one day, as Nancy Wisman was dropping off a meal, Barbara asked her to carry some of the 
containers into her home.

 “I was shocked!” Wisman said. “The doors to the kitchen cabinets were open and empty. Dirty dishes 
mounded two feet above the sink. Dog poop was on the carpet inside the back door.”

 “May I help wash your dishes?” Nancy asked.
 “Get out,” Barbara told her.
 Wisman discovered a woman, Jan, was taking Barbara out to lunch on occasion. Chuck Wisman spoke 

with the social worker whose name was on the business card. Yes, he had met with Barbara, the representative 
said, but she wouldn’t agree to anything. Who was her doctor, he asked, and did anyone know the names of 
her relatives?

 Nancy ran a Google search and located two daughters. “I’ll try to call them tomorrow,” she emailed. “I’m 
heading there tonight with turkey breast, fruit, green beans and potato salad.”

 July 23: Another shake delivery in the company of Judy Williams, garden club CFO (Chief Flower 
Officer). Williams had delivered chicken soup the day before.

 “Won’t you come in?” Barbara asked with a toothless smile.
 Inside, the dining room table lay covered under 14 inches of mostly paper products. Barbara’s Lifeline 

necklace interlaced among the mess, so this writer picked it up and suggested Barbara might like to wear it.
 “Put it down,” Barbara said, her voice stern.
 July 25: Nancy Wisman and Linda Collins brought Barbara a meal. After prolonged knocking, they called 

911. Ambulance and police personnel responded.
 “The toilets were dry, and the faucets didn’t work,” Wisman said. “The sheriff convinced her to get 

dressed, so we could drive her to a doctor.” As Wisman transported Barbara to emergency facilities, she had to 
take a bottle of liquid from her. “She was so thirsty, she tried to drink my hand sanitizer.” 

 At St. Joseph/UM hospital in Chelsea, Barbara was diagnosed with severe malnutrition, dehydration and 
inflammation in one leg. But she was alive, thanks to the observations and selfless efforts of a cadre of caring 
individuals.

 As of Aug. 5, Blondie, the dog, was thriving in a new home. Visitors relayed that Barbara was recovering, 
evidenced by the hard time she was giving staff. Neither daughter has expressed interest in becoming 
involved, so the case is slated to go to a probate judge who will appoint a guardian and decide where Barbara 
is to reside.

 “She will not be returning home,” Wisman reported during the garden club’s August meeting. Then she 
added with a smile, “The nurses told me she ate ten yogurts for breakfast.”

 “Everyone needs to look out for their neighbors,” Wisman wrote, “and if there is a sign of something 
amiss, seek help for them.”

 If not for a community rallying in demonstration of those values, Barbara’s life story may well have ended 
like the news story about Detroit-resident Sally Honeycheck:

 “The puffy corpse slumped over the chair had no eyes, nose or mouth - just hair on a skull, and bones 
sticking out from under a red sweater and plaid pants.”

Women page 3

Moving Sale
Moving Sale:  Sept 12,13, &14   9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
250 E. Fitchburg Rd, Leslie. 1 mile East of Meridian Rd
Clothing women’s size 10 and men’s XXL, Furniture, horse equipment, 
Frigidaire 12 chest freezer, antiques, books and puzzles and more.
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Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24 - Drop-in LEGO Club, 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Sept. 4 - Teen Center Open House, noon to 5 p.m. at Stockbridge 
Activity Center
Sept. 5 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads Community 
Church
Sept. 6 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Township 
Square
Sept. 6 - Harvest Moon Festival Pre-Glow Celebration, 5 to 11 p.m. 
at Veterans Memorial Park
Sept. 6 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Sept. 6 - Escape from the Stockbridge Library, 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. and 
7:45 to 8:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Sept. 7 - Harvest Moon Festival Main Festivities, 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
at Veterans Memorial Park and Wood Street
Sept. 10 - Tactile Tuesdays (Ages 10 and up), 5 to 6 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Sept. 11, 18, 25 - Movers & Readers Playtime (Ages up to 3), 11 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
Sept. 11 - Reading with Oliver (Ages 3 to 6), 6 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Sept. 12 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads Community 
Church
Sept. 13 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Township 
Square
Sept. 13 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Sept. 13 - Minecraft Game Nights (Ages 8 to 15), 7 to 8 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Sept. 14 - Plainfield United Methodist Church Chicken and Biscuit 
Supper, 5 p.m. at Plainfield United Methodist Church
Sept. 15 - All Clubs Day: All You Can Eat Country Breakfast, 8 a.m. 
to noon at The First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge

Community Calendar
Sept. 19 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church
Sept. 20 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Sept. 20 - Family Game Night, 5 to 6:45 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Sept. 20 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Sept. 20 - Homecoming Parade, 5:30 p.m. in town
Sept. 20 - Homecoming Game, 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Junior/
Senior High School football field
Sept. 21 - The Crucible endurance hike, 7 a.m. at Portage Lake
Sept. 21 - Plant and Seed Exchange and Produce Market, 9:30 a.m. 
to noon at the Waterloo Township Hall
Sept. 22 - SAGHS Cemetery Tour, 4 to 5 p.m. at Oaklawn 
Cemetery
Sept. 22 - Farm to Table Event to benefit 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation’s Farmers’ Markets, 4 to 8 p.m. at Gordon Hall in 
Dexter
Sept. 25 - SRSLY GGC Program, 10 a.m. to noon at Stockbridge 
Activity Center, Room 108
Sept. 26 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church
Sept. 27 - Stockbridge Area Tractor Show, 8 a.m. to dusk at 
American Legion Mackinder Glenn Post 510
Sept. 27 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Sept. 27 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Sept. 28 - Stockbridge Area Tractor Show, 8 a.m. to dusk at 
American Legion Mackinder Glenn Post 510

For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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Pack up your pup and head to the beach
by Cathy Collins
Though summer days are waning, it’s not too late for a trip to a 

Michigan beach with your favorite dog. September is an ideal time to 
visit, as the summer crowds have thinned and you may have the entire 
beach to yourselves.

While many beaches don’t allow dogs, one section of a Muskegon 
park is designated for dogs and their keepers.  Just head west on 
Interstate 96 and in a little more than two hours, you’ll arrive at Norman 
F. Kruse Dog Park, acclaimed as one of Michigan’s best dog-friendly 
beaches.

The city of Muskegon allocated a section of the northern beach at 
Kruse Park for leashed dogs and their owners to enjoy. You and your 
dog can spend the day frolicking in the waves of Lake Michigan along 
nearly a mile of pristine waterfront with breathtaking views of the the 
water and the  surrounding dunes.

Picnic shelters with charcoal grills, restrooms, electricity, a playscape 
for children, nature trails and ample parking are available. Plastic poop 
bag dispensers also are readily available and their use is encouraged.

The dog portion of beach can be accessed from two parking 
locations, the main park entrance at 3205 Sherman Blvd., or to the north, 
from Beach Street, which demarcates the northern border of the dog 
beach. If you enter the park off Sherman, a nice boardwalk with ramps 
and stairs leads down to the beach. Parking on Beach Street is limited 
and you’ll need to take a short walk through the sand dunes to reach the 
dog beach area.

The jaunt to Muskegon is an ideal 
day or weekend trip where you 
and Fido can dig your toes into the 
warm sand as you soak up the last of 
Michigan’s golden rays. Stockbridge 
resident Jim Collins walks the dog. 
Photo credit Cathy Collins

Dogs are allowed off-leash to romp and play fetch in the water but must be leashed in the sand per city 
ordinance.  The dog-friendly area of the beach is clearly marked, so pay close attention to the signs to avoid 
the possibility of being ticketed.

The jaunt is an ideal day or weekend trip. Bring a lunch and don’t forget your water bottles, and you and 
Fido can spend the day digging your toes into the warm sand and soaking up the last of the season’s golden 
sunshine. 

Kruse Park rates a 4.6 out of 5 stars on Google Reviews and 4.5 from TripAdvisor.
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Staff Spotlight: Stockbridge teacher, 
Corey Baird, prepares students to make 
an impact on the world

Ransom’s Food Center 
for sale

On Aug. 15, a “for sale” sign went up in front of Ransom’s grocery. Photo 
credit Patrice Johnson

Stockbridge history teacher Corey Baird 
enjoys working with high-school teens and 
feels they are “open-minded and trying to find 
their place in the world.” Photo courtesy of 
Corey Baird

by Amy Haggerty
Learning social studies in high school is not only a 

requirement but a necessity to becoming a well-rounded 
citizen. As a ninth-grader at Stockbridge High School, in order 
to graduate you need to take U.S. History. You will learn from 
the best and most knowledgeable teacher: Corey Baird, who 
has been teaching for 20 years. Baird also teaches an elective 
class for seniors called Leadership, a hands-on class for the 
serious student who needs a teacher recommendation. 

 Baird comes to us from Ionia, Mich. He attended Michigan 
State University and graduated in 1998 with a bachelor’s 
degree and a master’s degree in Curriculum and Teaching. 
Baird credits several past teachers for being an influence in his 
life, including Mrs. Palmer and Mr. Ramsey. He also credited 
several retired teachers from Stockbridge High School: Jim 

Brown, Debi Corts, Debi Overby and Amy Haggerty. Baird said he wanted to become a teacher, because he 
“wanted to make a difference.”  

He enjoys working with high-school teens and feels they are “open-minded and trying to find their place in 
the world.” Baird adds, “They have lots of energy and have not had a lifetime of potential difficulties to wear 
them down!” 

 Baird married his college sweetheart, Diane. He has found Diane to be the most patient and understanding 
woman on the planet. They will be married 22 years in October. They have two children; Paul, 14, and an 
eighth-grader in Stockbridge, and Ellen, 9, and in fourth-grade at Heritage School.

He chose to teach in Stockbridge because he and his wife wanted to be closer to family and become part of 
a community that had a high school with 500 to 1,000 students. The best thing about teaching in Stockbridge, 
Baird said, is the staff. 

See Baird on page 21.
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    Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
 · Joseph L. Stacy - died July 24, 2019
 · Mary (Maggie) Hyden - died July 26, 2019
 · Donald James Johnston - died Aug. 2, 2019 - Gregory
 · Jack Richmond - died Aug. 11, 2019 - Gregory
 · Tyler Brown - died Aug. 12, 2019 - Munith
 · Christopher Kruger - died Aug. 21, 2019 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

Obituaries
Don Johnston

Donald James Johnston
Nov. 5, 1935 to Aug. 2, 2019 

Donald James Johnston, of Gregory, Michigan passed away 
at home at the age of 83 on Friday, August 2, 2019. He was born 
November 5, 1935 to Clarence and Carol Johnston in Garden City, 
MI. Don moved to Gregory as a child. On May 9, 1959, he married 
Sandra (Gregory) Johnston, and she survives. He loved antique 
tractors, boating, fishing, and U of M Football where he was an 
usher for 40+ years. He was also an avid Stockbridge Panthers fan.  
Don was an active member of the community, volunteering with the 
Gregory Area Jaycees years ago and more recently the Stockbridge 
Lions Club.

In addition to his wife, Sandy, he is survived by his children 
Diane (Kim) Kalmbach, Laurie (Abdul) Al-Mansoor, James (Christi) 
Johnston, and Megan (Anthony) Urie; grandchildren Alex, Jordan, 
Sara, Sami, Nikki, Katy, Evelyn, Mikayla, James, Caleb, and Zachary; 
his brothers Everett, John, and  David, and sister, Mary.

He was preceded in death by his parents, daughter, Kathy, son, 
Joshua, brothers Bob, Murlin, Dick, and Dennis; sister, Kathryn; 
grandchildren Lillian, Landon and Steven.

The family received friends at Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home on Aug. 7, 2019. The funeral took place 
on Aug. 8, 2019 at the funeral home. Burial followed at the Plainfield Cemetery.  Expressions of sympathy 
may be made to the Stockbridge Lions Club.

Christopher Kruger

Christopher Bailey Kruger
Sept. 30, 1960 to Aug. 21, 2019 

Christopher Bailey Kruger has been on earth for 58+ years 
entertaining all who knew him. He passed away in his home on 
August 21, 2019, after a parade of visitors entertained him while he 
was sick.

 Chris leaves behind his wife of almost 34 years, Deanna Kruger, 
his son, Joseph (Whitney) Kruger, and daughters, Bailey Kruger, 
Karly Kruger, and Macy Kruger; also two granddaughters that he 
loved, Harper and Sophia Kruger. Chris also leaves behind his four 
brothers, Michael (Susie) Kruger, Tim Kruger, Brian (Rosanne Paglia) 
Kruger, Eric (Lisa) Kruger, his father-in-law and mother-in-law, 
Robert (Sharon) Cole, as well as his brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, 
and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by both his 
parents, Gerald Kruger and Judith (Bailey) Kruger.

 Chris was born September 30, 1960 in Ann Arbor, MI. He 
graduated from Chelsea High School in 1978 but attended Ypsilanti 
schools for most of his formative years. Chris loved meeting new 
groups of people to which he referred to as his audience. He spent the 
majority of his career in Law Enforcement working for five different 
departments. He retired from Chelsea Police Department and was 
active with Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority until he passed.

 Chris believed most problems could be solved with comedy 
and conversation. He was often thanked later by people he had arrested and had given tickets to. He loved 
entertaining and was happy to be a member of Stunt Johnson Theater with his brother and childhood 
friends. Chris’ legacy will live on in the movies he has acted in and the stories he has told, whether they 
were true or not.

 Another passion of Chris’ was public education. He served on the Stockbridge School Board for 25 
years and was very proud of the schools. He thanked the staff constantly and tried to always speak on their 
behalf at board meetings and appreciated each and every staff member.

 Chris was an avid Detroit Tigers fan and rarely missed a game, whether it be on TV, the radio, or on 
the field. Chris loved to travel, see new places, and meet new friends. He visited Mexico, Russia, Iceland, 
Germany, France, and Poland. His family will continue to travel in his honor.

 Funeral services were held on Saturday, Aug. 24 at Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian Catholic Church with 
Fr. Jim Shaver officiating. Burial followed at Oaklawn Cemetery, Stockbridge. Visitation was held at the 
church on Friday, Aug. 23, 2019 with Rosary and Vigil.

 In lieu of flowers, Chris asked that donations be made to the Stockbridge Community Schools - Chris 
Kruger Scholarship Fund. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

 “You’ve been a great audience.” - Chris Kruger

 Through the years, Jane has had many interests and hobbies, and among her 
favorites are vegetable and flower gardening. Visiting with Jane is always a treat, 
because her flower gardens are spectacular. She calls them her “therapy.”

 Of the many changes during her lifetime, Jane appreciates caller ID as an 
awesome invention. “It’s nice to know who’s calling and when to answer,” she said.

 Jane also talked about when Michigan 106 was blacktopped from Stockbridge 
to Jackson. Lots of people moved into the country and could still enjoy the benefits 
and amenities of city life, she said.

 She also marveled over a friend who brought out a drone and flew it over the 
farm and took photos of the property.

 Jane is an inspiration to her friends, family and neighbors. She never complains 
and always has a smile on her face. She doesn’t watch much TV, but listens to 
music and the news.

 Her secrets to a living a long life? “Don’t sweat the small stuff,” and “keep a 
positive attitude.”

If pressed to give advice, she recommends to “have a daily purpose, make a list 
of things you want to accomplish, and don’t forget to pray.” 

“Eat healthy, accept what comes your way, don’t get too plugged into 
technology, get up off that couch and stay active.” She smiled.

Neighbor page 14
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Student of the Month: Ayla Gerisch 

Ayla Gerisch: “a kind and 
conscientious student who not only 
works hard on her studies but also 
puts in tremendous effort to help 
others achieve their best.” Family 
provided photo

by Cindy Lance
Thirteen-year-old Ayla Gerisch, daughter of Aaron and 

Meghan and older sister to Khyla, is starting this fall as an active 
eighthgrader. Gerisch maintains all A grades while participating in 
sports and National Junior Honor Society. 

Teacher Alexis Dyer, junior high mathematics, describes 
Gerisch as “a kind and conscientious student who not only works 
hard on her studies but also puts in tremendous effort to help 
others achieve their best.” Good chance these behaviors explain 
how that last year she received the Citizenship and Catalyst 
awards.

Attending Stockbridge Community schools throughout her 
academic career, Gerisch loves the one-on-one time she receives 
from her teachers. This personalized attention, she says, allows 
her to learn in the best way she can. 

Favorite subjects include social studies, learning about new 
cultures, and English. She found mythology especially interesting 
and looks forward to history and underwater robotics this year. 

Ask an expert: 
What’s the No. 
1 cause of teen 
deaths?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
As a new school year approaches and 

teenage drivers cruise the roads, Cindy 
C., of Munith, asked a perfect question 
for this edition: What is the No. 1 cause 

of teen deaths?
Experts on the subject are divided. Some say speeding; others say 

distracted driving. Either way, avoiding these risky behaviors can 
significantly reduce a driver’s risk of accident: 

Distracted driving endangers not only those behind the wheel, but 
also their passengers, pedestrians and others on or near the roadway. In 
fact, drivers using hand-held devices such as smartphones or iPods were 
found to be four times more likely to experience serious accidents than 
those who didn’t use them. These are only two of the most dangerous 
distractions. Pressing numbers to make or take a phone call as well as 
receiving or imparting emotional or upsetting news can have an impact. 
Other key distractions include consuming food and drink, becoming 
immersed in music, or changing the radio station or CD player.

Texting while driving destroys focus on the road and is, 
unfortunately, trending upward. As of July 1, 2010, Michigan law 
prohibits texting while driving. First-offense motorists are fined $100. 
Subsequent offenses cost $200. Not only is distracted driving dangerous, 
it can also be very costly. 

Updating social media is also becoming more common. Updating 
Facebook status or tweeting requires use of eyes that should always be 
on the road. Nothing can be more incriminating in a car accident case 
than a tweet like “Stuck behind a really slow old lady. Ughh” or “Just 
hit a fire hydrant LOL.” Whether it’s updating your Facebook status or 
tweeting, using social media while driving is dangerous. No matter how 
appealing, drivers should ignore the beeper until parked, and it is safe to 
reply. 

Other passengers can be distracting. Noisy, quarreling children in 
the back seat or talking with old friends can threaten to draw a driver’s 
eyes off the road. Passengers should help drivers to stay focused and not 
hinder their efforts to stay alert. Slowing down to look at an accident is 
dangerous and so common it has a name: rubbernecking. Curiosity is 
hard to control, but to avoid creating a second accident, drivers should 
try to pass accidents without staring. 

While less common, dozing off due to fatigue can be fatal, and 
applying makeup often occurs when someone is rushing. Smoking and 
related activities like lighting up or dabbing ashes into the ashtray can be 
distracting. None of these activities is worth the risk.

See Expert on page 25.

Aspirations? Gerisch has set her sights on becoming a manufacturing engineer.
Gerisch credits several people for influencing her life. Her parents and grandfather have been a 

great support, she said. They encourage her to be her best, and they try to attend each of her events. 
Her grandpa will even provide rides when needed, making sure she is able to participate. “Just do 
your best,” he tells her. 

Advice that she tries to heed is “don’t be the same, be better” and to “do what’s right, not what’s 
easy.” It appears that she lives with those words in mind, as Junior High English teacher Sarah 
Vowels stated, “Gerisch is a leader both inside and outside of class and is a positive role model to 
her peers.”

“Like we have someone who will be playing guitar and singing an original 
song. Another is doing a gymnastic performance. Others, who may not know what 
their talents are yet, will be provided with skits and other things to try. In short, the 
variety show is like “Saturday Night Live,” but for kids.”

 Boyer envisions the Variety Show as the beginning of a long line of SKY 
Theatre productions and learning opportunities. SKY’s goals are to go more in-
depth, teaching area youth theater and production skills they wouldn’t otherwise 
receive—and do it at no cost to the students.

 Boyer hopes to generate funds for the productions through grants and 
donations, so all kids will have access to the theatre arts. Through their work 
with SKY Theatre, youth can learn what it takes to produce a show, from acting 
or singing onstage, to directing shows, to serving as a technical director or stage 
manager. Participants may work with lighting and sound, write skits and plays, 
collaborate on projects, oversee stage production, do stage setup, and the 
list goes on.

  To learn more or be involved in SKY Theatre, send an email 
to stockbridgeskytheatre@gmail.com or find them on Facebook at SKY Theatre 
News & Info.

SKY page 4
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Letters to the Editor
Response to “This I Believe” essay
Dear Editor:

We really enjoy reading the 
Stockbridge Community News, 
and after reading the article, “This 
I Believe” by Keshava Demerath-
Shanti in the August publication, as 
an American citizen I felt a need to 
respond.

This was a well thought out and 
written article. You may agree or 
disagree with the content when you first 
read it. However, if you go back and 
read it slowly multiple times and think 
about what is written, the author is not 
only writing about “This I Believe,” 
but is attempting in a subtle way to put 
doubt into the minds of others, both 
young and old, about the United States 
of America, the very foundation on 
which it was built, its history, traditions 
and most of all, undermine respect for 
it.

Definition of Respect by Merriam-
Webster https://www.merriam-webster.
com/dictionary/respect: to feel 
admiration for (someone or something): 
to regard (someone or something) as 
being worthy of admiration because of 
good qualities: to act in a way which 
shows that you are aware of (someone’s 
rights, wishes, etc.).

In his article he wrote “because 
the line in the pledge“one nation 
under God” which I believe violates 
freedom of religion and separation of 
church and state, because I b elieve 
that having children pledge allegiance 
to the flag of their country everyday 
should be considered a form of 
brainwashing.”

Having been born in and starting 
at a very young age here in the United 
States of America, I along with 
almost all other young people of our 
generation regardless of race, religion 
or color were taught respect for our 
elders, our educators, our country, our 
flag and the rule of law and that made 
us Americans. If we showed disrespect 
we were disciplined not only by our 
parents or family but other adults and 
educators as well, to the point we 
learned to be respectful. That was and 
is not brainwashing!

The fact that the author was home 
schooled for 8 or more years prior 
to entering the public school system, 
he was taught whatever his parents 
or homeschooler thought necessary 
according to whatever faith, religion or 
ideals they believe in, and/or follow.

Perhaps in his home schooling 
he was not taught that there are Bible 
verses etched in stone all over the 
Federal Buildings and Monuments 
in Washington, D.C. or that James 
Madison, our fourth President known 
as the Father of our Constitution made 
the following statement:

“We have staked the whole of our 
political Institutions upon the capacity 
of mankind for Self-government, 

upon the capacity of each and all of 
us to govern ourselves, to control, to 
sustain ourselves according to The Ten 
Commandments of God.”

Or that Thomas Jefferson once 
said,“Have we forgotten our roots? We 
need to remember that this country was 
founded and designed around our belief 
in God and his messages to us in the 
“Holy Bible.”

Was he taught that 52 of the 55 
founders of the Constitution were 
members of the established Orthodox 
churches in the colonies? Or that as you 
walk up the steps to the building that 
houses the U. S. Supreme court, you 
can see near the top of the building a 
row of the world’s lawgivers and each 
one is facing the one in the middle, 
who is facing forward with a full 
frontal view. The one in the center 
is Moses, and he is holding the Ten 
Commandments!

As you enter the Supreme 
Courtroom, the two huge oak doors 
have the Ten Commandments engraved 
on each lower portion. The Ten 
Commandments are even displayed 
above where the Supreme Court Judges 
sit. Was he taught that every session of 
Congress (House of Representatives) 
since 1777 has begun with prayer by a 
Chaplin who is paid by the taxpayers? 
Would you call that brainwashing?

When a country’s flag is raised and 
their National Anthem is played during 
the Olympics and people stand, is that 
brainwashing? Or respect?  When the 
same is done at a high school, college 
or professional sporting event, is that 
brainwashing? Or respect?

We need to be thankful that we 
live in a country where there is a 
separation of church and state, and 
because of that we are free not to 
pledge allegiance to anything we do not 
believe in. However; even though one 
may not wish to say “certain words” 
in any pledge, or song, does not mean 
they cannot stand and show respect 
and pride for the flag of the country in 
which they live.

In continuation of and at another 
point in his article he states, “because 
our Pledge of Allegiance says our 
country provides liberty and justice 
for all. However I believe that anyone 
who opens their eyes and looks at our 
country would be able to see that is not 
true.”

Liberty and justice? Here is a young 
person who has been given the freedom 
to be home schooled, not forced to go 
to a public or private school. Yet a time 
came when he or his parents chose for 
him to do so. Was he taught that liberty 
and justice is only for a few or the 
country as a whole? Was he taught this 
at home, or is it something he heard or 
saw on the news?

Liberty and justice have been 
provided for him by those who respect 

and revere our flag, including the 
thousands who have died, so he could 
enjoy the many freedoms he has. This 
country, our country, the USA may not 
be perfect, but I am sure you will find 
very few countries in the world today 
that provide the liberty and justice for 
the vast majority of its law abiding 
citizens, that the United States of 
America does!

In some foreign countries if 
people openly display disrespect for 
their countries’ leaders, flag, pledge 
or anthem, they may be stoned, put 
in prison, work camps or executed 
without any liberty and justice!

Earlier in this article I mentioned 
being an American. An American 
may be English, French, Italian, Irish, 
German, Spanish , Polish, Russian or 
Greek, Native American, Canadian, 
Mexican, African, Indian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Australian, Iranian, 
Asian, Arab, Pakistani or Afghan and 
the list goes on.

An American may be a Christian, 
Jewish, Buddhist, Muslim, or whatever. 
In fact, there are more Muslims in 
America than in Afghanistan. The 
difference is that in the USA, we are all 
free to worship as we choose, or not to 
believe in any faith, religion or supreme 
being at all.

These, in fact, are the people 
(Americans) who built a great America!

The Declaration of Independence 
of the United States of America 
recognizes that each person has the 
God-given right to the pursuit of 
happiness.

The Statue of Liberty, inscribed 
“The Statue of Liberty Enlightening 
the World,” was a gift of friendship 
from the people of France to the United 
States and is recognized as a universal 
symbol of freedom and democracy. 
The Statue of Liberty was dedicated on 
October 28, 1886.  It was designated as 
a National Monument in 1924. Many 
have been thankful and proud to have 
passed her when beginning a new life 
in this country.

Read the following and think about 
it.

I am the Flag of the United States 
of America

My name is “Old Glory”
I fly atop the world’s tallest 

buildings – I stand watch in 
America’s halls of justice

I fly majestically over institutions 
of learning – I stand guard with 

power in the world
Look up and see me

I stand for peace, honor, truth 
and justice – I stand for freedom

I am confident – I am arrogant 
and I am proud

When I am flown with my fellow 
banners

My head is a little higher – My 
colors a little truer

I bow to no one
I am recognized all over the 

world
I am saluted – I am loved – I 

am revered – I am respected – I am 
feared

I have fought in every battle of 
every war for more than 200 years

I was flown at Valley Forge, 
Gettysburg, Shiloh and Appomattax

I was there at San Juan Hill, the 
trenches of France

In the Argonne Forest, Anzio, 
Rome and the beaches of Normandy

Guam, Okinawa, Korea and 
KheSan, and Vietnam knows me

I am presently in the mountains 
of Afghanistan and the hot and dusty 

deserts of the world.
Wherever freedom is needed
I led my troops, I was dirty, 

battered and tired, But my soldiers 
cheered me and I was proud

I have been burned, torn and 
trampled on the streets of countries I 

have helped
It does not hurt for “I” am 

invincible
I have been soiled upon, burned, 

torn and trampled in the streets of 
my county

And when it’s done by those by 
whom I’ve served in battle – it hurts

But I shall overcome – for I am 
strong

I have slipped 
the bonds of 

earth and stood 
watch over the 
unchartered 

frontier
From my 

vantage point on 
the moon

I have borne silent witness to all 
of America’s finest hours, But my 

finest hours are yet to come
When I am torn into strips and 

used for bandages for my wounded 
comrades on the battlefield,

I am humbled – but – I am Proud
When I am flown at half-mast 

to Honor my soldier ,  Or when I lie 
in the trebling arms of a grieving 

parent at the grave of their fallen son 
or daughter

I am sad – but – I am Proud
I am the Flag of the United States 

of America
Will you stand the next time the 

flag of our country passes you or you 
are asked to stand during the Pledge 
Allegiance to our flag, or the singing of 
our National Anthem?

If you cannot or will not say or 
sing the words, at least stand and show 
respect.

If you choose to do neither, I 
challenge you as a young person to 
learn all you can about our history. All 
of it. Then go and do what you can 
while following the governing laws, 
rules and traditions of the United States 
of America to make whatever changes 
are necessary to make our country the 
best it can be for everyone.

If you choose not to accept the 
challenge, then perhaps you need to 
pursue a land where you can be proud 
and happy.

I am proud to be an American, and 
“This I Believe.”

Ronald L. Miller, 
Stockbridge resident

Regarding SCN’s “Stockbridge Township 
Board Approves Sweeping
Marijuana Ordinances”
Dear Editor

When the State Chapter of the 
American Planning Association doesn’t 
support it, it would seem apparent 
that the Township and its board are 
not properly informed. However, 
since the Stockbridge Township 
doesn’t participate, nor do they have 
a membership with the State Chapter 
of the American Planning Association, 
they do not receive any updates on 
law changes nor are they aware of the 
Association’s position on Marijuana 
Ordinances.

 Personally nor professionally, 
I did not and do not support the 
ordinances. Small townships see dollar 
signs, and they base their decisions 
on personal not professional opinions 
with limited research available. They 
pick and choose data that supports the 
opinions of those seated on the board. 
I certainly would have welcomed the 
opportunity to provide them with facts 
and data; or perhaps connected them 
with professionals who could have 
provided loads of factual data, prior to 
the ordinance being passed.

Sweeping ordinances and decisions 
made behind closed doors will never 
be received well in our community. 

A small few make changes that affect 
those of us who have contributed to the 
community our entire lives.

 It saddens me more than anyone 
will ever know that resources are 
available to our small elected officials. 
Experts live within the community and 
yet are ignored and passed over while 
change is made based on the opinion 
of the few. Everyone in our community 
has the right to their opinion, as I have 
the right to mine. My opinion, however, 
is based on fact and not mere personal 
opinion. I don’t engage in debate nor 
will I. I merely work for the State 
Chapter of the American Planning 
Association and have for nearly two 
decades.

 Knowledge is power and perhaps 
our small elected officials need to be 
reminded, that the needs of the few do 
not out weigh the needs of the many. 
Technically, I don’t live in Stockbridge 
Township, so I will pray that my 
elected officials in Waterloo Township 
do a better job collecting data and 
base any decisions affecting taxpayers 
within the Township on fact and not 
their personal opinion.

Sherrie Howard

Photo credit
Judy Williams
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

August 19, 2019

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called 
the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting to 
order on August 19, 2019 at 7:33pm at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall. Members present at the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris Lauckner 
Trustee Ed Wetherell Trustee Terry Sommer  Member 
absent from meeting: None

Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 

Regular meeting agenda Sommer second Amendment 
added to old business add Boarder and Trees. Sommer 
motion to accept the amended agenda Wetherell second 
All in Favor Motion Carried.

Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting Minutes as printed from July 15, 
2019 as written with the correction of  Complaint to 
Compliance on the fourth row from the bottom on 
the first page. Wetherell second All in Favor Motion 
Carrier

Citizen’s Comments Discussion 
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 

Board financial report as printed from April 1, 2019 
thru August 19, 2019 Wetherell second All in Favor 
Motion Carried.

Sherri McConnell from Capital Area District 
Libraries-Stockbridge was present asking for 
permission to apply for a grant to put up a little free 
library on the property and also to apply for a grant to 
get 2 to 4 bikes that can be checked out of the library 
and stored in the Stockbridge Township Hall during 
winter months. Stockbridge Township Board has no 
problem with this happening if the grants are awarded 
to the library.

Lantis will get bid upto $1000.00 to get the library 
and cleaned inside Lauckner second all in Favor 
Motion Carried

Old Business

Stockbridge Township Recycling will be on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month 

Stockbridge Township will move Movie night on the 
square from September 20th 2019 to September 13, 
2019 due to Stockbridge Homecoming is on September 
20, 2019 Please come out to watch Wonder Park Rain 
or shine.

Canon is finished. Lantis motion to look at a plaque to 
tell history of the canon Sommer Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried Stockbridge Township will reach out to 
the Historical Society 

Lantis motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Marihauna Ordinance as written Muraf Second 
Discussion  Roll Call Vote Muraf Yes, Wetherell Yes, 
Sommer No, Lauckner No and Lantis Yes Motion 
Carried

Trees and Boarder Sommer is working with Gee Farms 
on the trees and had purchased boarder and stakes for 
the areas around the building

New Business
Stockbridge Community Schools Resource Officer 

Stockbridge Township is reaching out to the insurance 
company to check on liability and would like to see a 
few changes in the current contract that was presented to 
the Stockbridge Township Board. Lantis motion to table 
this until the special meeting on August 27, 2019 at 
7:30PM Lauckner Second All in Favor Motion Carried

Lauckner motion to accept B&B Taylor Farms 
Property LLC Application for Farmland and Open 
Spaces Preservation Program Wetherell Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried

Garden Club will be removing some dirt around from 
around the canon Lantis will be helping with his tractor.

Muraf motion to appoint William Lantis to ZBA and 
Randy Snider as Mandy Urquhart back up on the ZBA 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried

Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township 
Board monthly bills in the amount of $49,994.84 Muraf 
second  Discussion All in Favor Motion Carried

Citizen Comment Discussion
Lantis motion to adjouned the Stockbridge Township 

Board meeting at 9:18pm on August 19, 2019
BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE  
Council Meeting August 5, 2019 - Synopsis

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm.Roll Call:  PRESENT: 
President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee 

Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Kim Morehouse, Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee Heath Corey, 
ABSENT: None Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, Johnnie Torres, Police Chief, 

Citizens were also present; Pledge of Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance; 
Approval of Agenda MOTION by Quintanilla SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the August 

5, 2019 agenda as amended to add under new business e. Krummery, Motion carried with 
unanimous ayes. Approval of Minutes MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell 
to approve the minutes of July 1, 2019 as presented by Clerk Nogle,.Motion carried with 

unanimous ayes.Public Comment – None; FINANCIAL REPORT:  Accounts Payable 
MOTION by Cattell SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the accounts payable as 

presented by Clerk Nogle.AYES: Quintanilla, Uihlein, Cattell, Corey, Mullins, Morehouse, 
Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT:  None MOTION PASSED Police Report – Police Chief Torres 

gave his report. School Resource Officer MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; authorize the Village President to enter into contract with Officer Marshall for the 

full-time School Resource Officer position. AYES: Cattell, Mullins, Morehouse, Quintanilla, 
Howlett NAYES: Corey, Uihlein ABSENT: None MOTION PASSES NEW BUSINESS Lawn 
Mower End of Lease Purchase MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Corey, APPROVED; 
to purchase the John Deere Lawn Mower for $1,300.79 AYES: Mullins, Morehouse, Uihlein, 

Corey, Quintanilla, Cattell, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSES 
Harvest Moon Festival Special License MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; to approve the Special License for the Beer and Wine Tent on September 6-7, 

2019 from 5:00pm to 11:00pm.AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Morehouse, Mullins, Uihlein, 
Howlett AYES: Corey ABSENT: None MOTION PASSES Full-Time Department of Public 

Works – Matheiu Leduc
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to hire a full-time DPW 

position, probationary 90-day; pay rate $15.00 an hour.AYES: Morehouse, Cattell, Mullins, 
Corey, Howlett, Howlett NAYES: Uihlein, Quintanilla ABSENT: None MOTION PASSES 

Public Comment - There were comments made by the public. ADJOURNMENT  MOTION by 
Uihlein,  SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:06pm.  

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity from July 14 to Aug. 11

Sunday, 7/14 - Suspicious Person-M-36/M-106, Assist Fire Department/Barn Fire-Spears Rd./
Donohue Rd., Assist EMS-M-106/Doyle Rd., Verbal Domestic-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr., Malicious 
Destruction of Property-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Monday, 7/15 - Suspicious Situation-W. M-36/Pingree Rd., Road Hazard/Tree-Williamsville Rd./
Holmes Rd., Larceny-Livermore Rd./E. Trebesh Cir., Fraud-Doyle Ct./Doyle Rd., Disturbance/
McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Wednesday, 7/17 -  Property Damage Accident-E. M-36/Pumpkin Ln., Road Hazard-Bird Ln./Bullis  
Rd., Suspicious Situation-McGaugh Ct./Williamsville Rd.
Thursday, 7/17 - Property Damage Accident/Car Versus Deer-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd., Animal 
Complaint/Dog-M-36/Spears Rd., Indecent Exposure-Van Syckle Rd/Lakeland Trail, Malicious 
Destruction of Property-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Friday, 7/19 - Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Civil Complaint-W. M-36/Bulllis Rd., 
Assist EMS-Holmes Rd./Williamsville Rd., Welfare Check-W. M-36/Dreamcatcher
Saturday, 7/20 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct., Assist Fire Department/Tree Down-Barton Rd./
Spears Rd., Domestic Physical-Stockbridge St./Cass St., Assist EMS-M-106
Sunday, 7/21 - Suspicious Situation-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd., Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd.
Monday, 7/22 - Suspicious Situation-Hadley Rd./Joslin Lake Rd.
Tuesday, 7/23 - Road Hazard/Cows Blocking Road-Bullis Rd./M-36, Fraud-Williamsville Rd./San 
Luray Dr., Civil Complaint-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Wednesday, 7/24 - Assist EMS/Lift Assist-Kane Rd./E. M-36
Thursday, 7/25 - Road Hazard/Cows-Unadilla Rd./Bullis Rd., Animal Complaint-W. M-36/Kathryn 
Ct., Littering/Dumping-Tamara Dr./Kaiser Rd., Civil Complaint-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Friday, 7/26 - Assist other Agency/Michigan State Police
Sunday, 7/28 - Suspicious Person-M-106/M-36, Assist EMS-Gregory Rd./Spears Rd.
Wednesday, 7/31 - Assist EMS-Church St./Webb St., Physical Domestic-Holmes Rd.
Thursday, 8/1 - Assault Report-Stockbridge St./Cass St., Suspicious Person-Meadowpark Dr./
Doyle Rd.
Sunday, 8/4 -  Welfare Check-Wasson Rd./Bradley Rd., Civil Complaint-Williamsville Rd./Doyle 
Rd., Assist EMS/Bullis Rd./Bird Ln.
Monday, 8/5 -  Larceny-Hadley Rd./Joslin Lake Rd., Assist EMS/Medical Alarm-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr.
Tuesday, 8/6 - Respond to Alarm-Wasson Rd./Bull Run Rd., Assist EMS-Templar Ave./Doyle Rd.
Wednesday, 8/7 - Property Damage Accident-Unadilla Rd./Doyle Rd., Medical Assist EMS-
W.M-36/Livermore Rd., Physical Domestic-Spears Rd./Van Syckle Rd., Assist EMS/Fall-Bridget’s 
Way/Howlett Rd.
Thursday, 8/8 - Suspicious Situation-Roepke Rd./Bowdish Rd.
Friday, 8/9 - Property Damage Accident-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr., Suspicious Vehicle-Stonehouse 
Dr./Pebble Dr.
Sunday, 8/11 - Wire Down-Bowdish Rd./Rockwell Rd.

Chief David S. Russell, Unadilla Township Police Department
126 Webb St. Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes
18 July 2019   7:00 P.M.

9773 Mt. Hope Road
Munith, MI 49259

Call to Order: 6:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present:  Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, Morency.   

Residents present: Ted and Peggy Beals.  Rob Hayes: 
Aggregate Industries

Public Comment:  None 
Consent Agenda:  McAlister motioned with support 

from Walz to approve the consent agenda as presented.  
Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried.   

Correspondence:  None
Old Business:  
• Walz gave a report on the last Parks and Recreation 

Committee meeting. She stated that the walking path 
is being used by residents and is looking good. The 
next phase is to do signs, benches and birdhouses and 
a waste can.  The $500 Community Mini Spirit grant 
is available again and she will be applying and put it 
toward accessorizing the footpath. The September 
plant/vegetable exchange will be Saturday, September 
21, 2019 with plant exchange being from 9:30 to 10:00 
a.m. and the vegetable exchange being from 10:00 to 
12:00 noon here at the township hall.  Munith Lions 
Park is done. A celebration will take place on August 
29th at 6:30 and our role in that will be noted. Jackson 
County will help with cost (matching funds from 
donations) to put in additional tables, barbecues and 
playground equipment.  

New Business:    
• Morency stated that the Planning Commission 

incorporated suggestions from the Jackson County 
Planning Commission to prepare the Draft Amendments 
to the Waterloo Ordinances 3.05 and 3.06.  No one 
attended the public hearing and no comments or 
correspondence was submitted. They voted to have the 
Township Board approve the amendments but it won’t 
be ready until September or later. There were no more 
additions to the amendment list but they will take more 
suggestions. They would also like a report of the data 
when the Jackson County Department of Transportation 
does a traffic count on our township roads. Up until now 
we have never received a report from them.  

• Rob Hayes from Aggregate Industries asking for 
approval from the Township for doing exploration 
drilling in a parcel belonging to the DNR. The DNR 
has approved it if the Township Board approves it also.  

Some of the 40 acres contains wetlands which can’t be 
used. We will have our engineering company look it 
over before we make any decisions. They are looking for 
extending their contract to mine gravel for a little longer 
with that expansion. He is looking for approval by Labor 
Day if possible.  

• Kitley motioned with support from McAlister to enter 
into a partnership with Stockbridge Township for a trash 
disposal day on September 28, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. for an amount to not exceed $2,200.  Roll call 
vote:  Yes/Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance.  No/
none.  Motion carried.  

• Walz motioned with support from Lance to pre-buy 
800 gallons of propane from Avery Oil and Propane at 
a cost of $1.34.9 per gallon which will cost us a total 
of $1,080.  Roll call vote:  Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, 
Lance, Morency.  No/none.  Motion carried.  Last year’s 
cost was 1.59 a gallon. 

• Carl Fletcher has offered to donate a small parcel of 
land to Waterloo Township which is the easement to the 
driveway.  It was decided that we do not want the land.  
Mr. Fletcher will be notified.

Other Business That Comes Before The Board:  The 
Coachman’s Cove mobile home park was discussed.  
Beck has made progress in helping to get people to take 
responsibility for keeping it cleaned up.

Public Comment: Beals talked about the Green Road 
issue which has not been dealt with yet in conjunction 
with the request for exploration drilling on more land.  
It’s very hilly and has beautiful old trees.  He feels that 
it would be too close to residents. The trail ways will be 
damaged if the new property is approved for mining.  
They will need a Special Use Permit to work forward 
with this request.  Ted Beals also stated that the state has 
approved a great deal of money for Broadband internet.  
We may see some movement from Broadband.  

Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. Aye/all; no/none.   
Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, August 20, 2019 7:00.  The next regular Board 
meeting will be on Tuesday, August 27, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.   
Copies of our new fiscal year budget may be obtained at 
the Township Office.   Minutes will be published in the 
Stockbridge Community News at the end of each month, 
on our website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: 
Janice Kitley, 

Clerk
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StockBIZ: Business News in
and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
In the center of the block in the center of Gregory is the business owned and 

operated by the man who many would say is the center of life in the town—Gordie 
Kunzelman. Gordie’s Power Equipment opened at 130 Main St. in June 2006, just a 
few doors down from the place where he got his start at Howlett Hardware in 1973.

In high school, Gordie was hired by Dan Howlett and later worked for Jack Potts 
as a budding mechanic at the full-service hardware store. After Howlett Hardware 
sold, Gordie’s shop opened at its current location.

“When I started at Howlett’s, I thought I could be good as a 
mechanic,” Gordie remarked, “Now I realize, fixing things is in 
my blood.” 

Forty-six years later, Gordie is still coming to the aid of 
those who stop in with a small engine that won’t start. Whether 
it’s a riding mower, chain saw, tree trimmer, or even an airplane 
pushback tug, chances are Gordie or his crew—Fred and 
George—can restore it to working order. And he relies on his 
volunteer staff—his wife of 23 years, Penny—to keep the books 
for the shop.

“I love it,” Gordie said about working in the town where 
he and his two brothers were raised on the Kunzelman farm. 
Gordie admits running a business in a small town can be a 
blessing and a challenge. He enjoys the daily interactions with 
people he’s known all his life, but it can be tough to put on his 
business hat and charge longtime friends when they come into 
the shop for a repair. He admits he’s getting better at that and 
speculates, at the rate he’s going, he’ll have that skill down pat 
by the time he retires.

Many of Gordie’s customers hail from Gregory and 
Stockbridge, but his reputation has earned him a customer 
base that extends to places like Hartland and Eaton Rapids for 

Gordie’s Power Equipment in 
Gregory: The community is 
his business

Mary Jo David

power equipment purchases and repairs. Google reviews rate Gordie’s Power Equipment a 4.9 out of 5, with customers 
logging comments reflecting that Gordie’s “always has what I need,” is an “awesome place to do business,” “won’t 
oversell,” and is “the best place to go for your power equipment needs.”

It doesn’t take long for someone new in town to figure out that Gordie puts as much heart and soul into the 
community as he does into his business. Gordie’s shop has become the daily gathering place for many of the area’s 
old-timers. Anywhere from 12 to 18 of the “Town Fathers” (and the occasional mom) stop in every morning, Monday 
through Saturday, when the shop opens at 8:00, for coffee and camaraderie. 

Gordie has also been heavily involved in the Lions, the Stockbridge Boosters, the Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation (SAEF), Sons of the American Legion, and was the last president of the former Gregory Jaycees. 
He emcees many local events, but he’s probably most known for emceeing Gregory’s Fourth of July parade and 
announcing Stockbridge football games, which he continues to do each year. 

A proud Stockbridge High School alumnus, Gordie says his love for the Panthers’ orange and black has had 
a distinct impact on the equipment he has been most drawn to in his work—Simplicity and Dolmar  (brands of 
equipment that are orange.) 

 But over the years he has branched out to include other colors and other brands.
“Gordie is the town,” remarked Jack Potts, Gordie’s old boss at the hardware store. “He’s a great community 

person, has always helped people, and does it with flair!”
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary 

Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge Community News.

Gordie Kunzelman, owner and operator of Gordie’s 
Power Equipment. Owner and business are at the 
center of life in the town of Gregory. Photo credit 
Mary Jo David.

SRSLY Stockbridge holds 
first Volunteer and Donor 
Appreciation Party

Caitlin Fowler received special 
recognition for accumulating the 
most volunteer hours. Photo provided 
by SRSLY

by Diane Rockall
SRSLY Stockbridge held its first 

Volunteer and Donor Appreciation 
Party on Monday, Aug. 12 at 
Stockbridge Bowl. According to 
hostesses Becca Jaskot and Emily 
Stewart,  volunteer appreciation 
events have been held for a number of 
years, but this is the first time donors 
were included. Previous events were 
held in conjunction with the Chelsea 
group.

Those recognized received a 
brightly colored SRSLY backpack and 
a certificate of recognition. In addition 
to providing those interested the 
opportunity to bowl, the event offered 
vegetables and an amazing assortment 
of delicious cupcakes. Beverages were 
also provided.

Caitlin Fowler received special 
recognition for accumulating the most 
volunteer hours. In addition to the 
recognition, she also received a gift. 
During the past year, an impressive 

group of 80 volunteers clocked 650 hours. Since 2012, 330 volunteers have 
clocked more than 7,000 work hours on behalf of Stockbridge SRSLY.
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Nicole Borowy selected Helen Mitteer 
‘Employee of the Year’

by Laura Whitaker
This year’s recipient of the Helen Mitteer Employee 

of the Year was awarded to Special Education teacher, 
Nicole Borowy. Nicky has been a teacher in the 
Stockbridge Community School district for 20 years, 
but that is hard to believe if you know her. She has an 
abundance of energy that she uses to work with students 
who are struggling in school; not just in academics, but 
socially, emotionally and behaviorally.

Nicky goes beyond dedication with her students. 
She finds ways to build lifelong relationships with her 
students and parents. Relationships, to Nicky, do not 
begin and end with the classroom and school year, or with 
school bells and summer vacation. She can be seen taking 
kids to movies in the summer for their birthdays and out 

Nicky Borowy, the Helen Mitteer Employee of 
the Year award winner and Laura Whitaker, 
SAEF staff representative. Photo credit 
Jennifer Hammerberg

to ice cream.
She creates lasting connections and stays in contact as students reach out to her to celebrate high 

school, college and career victories, marriages and their own children.
“I have great relationships with my parents and students, which also helps make my job easier,” 

Nicky said. “Working in the Resource Room gave me an opportunity to get out of my comfort zone, 
and I quickly realized that I loved working with these students.”

Outside the classroom this past January, Nicky and her staff created a coffee cart they take 
around to staff members on Wednesdays. They received the coffee donation from McDonald’s and 
doughnuts from Gee Farms. Operating the cart provides students the opportunity to work on real-life 
skills and learn to interact with the adults as well as counting money and having to make change.

It is not just the students she impacts, but the staff as well. She is the type of educator who makes 
a person want to be better at her job. She has a spirit that makes kids truly believe they can be 
successful. She is creative in her ideas and understands that all students are unique and special, and 
she does everything she can to pinpoint exactly what will work for them.

Nicky will be the first to say that she could not do what she does alone, and she credits the 
unparalleled help of her program’s paraprofessionals: Lynn Balkus, Robin Tekieli and Amy Liddy. 
They are Nicky’s support throughout good and bad days, including the movie and ice cream trips. 
The team takes their roles as superheroes seriously with Lynn as Wonder Woman, Robin as Batgirl, 
and Amy as Supergirl. Nicky is known to her students as Commissioner Borowy.

The remembrance speech for the Helen Mitteer award, written by the Mitteer family, stated, 
“Helen Mitteer’s dedication to Stockbridge Schools is now perpetuated by providing financial 
support to those employees who reflect her unselfish commitment to the students of Stockbridge 
Schools.”

As the awardee, Nicky will be granted $1,500 to use for her students in her Superhero program. 
When told, she immediately stated, “I know exactly what I’m going to get my class!”

The Stockbridge Community School District is a great place to be a teacher and a student, and is 
made even better with educators like Nicky.

Jane James: A cheery 
neighbor who always 
wears a smile

by Amy Haggerty
Having a great neighbor is 

important when you live in the 
country, and Jane James is one 
who can find a way to brighten the 
day. She lives by the motto on her 
license plate: “Be cheery.”

 Jane and husband Lee 
moved from the Munith area to 
Stockbridge in 1996, choosing 
a 165-acre farm just outside of 
town. Jane considers this move 
one of the highlights of her life 
and says country life gives her a 
purpose to get moving every day 
and keep busy.

 She turned 94 years old in 
March, and longevity runs in her 
family. Her four siblings are still 
living: Duane, 96; Bob, 92; Bev, 
90 and Ann is 85. Both their sets 
of grandparents lived well into 
their 90s, and their mother lived 
to be 99.

Jane grew up in the Munith 
area and attended Katz School 
until graduation. In 1943, she went 

Jane James is one who can find a 
way to brighten the day. She turned 
94 years old in March, and longevity 
runs in her family. Her four siblings 
are still living: Duane, 96; Bob, 92; 
Bev, 90 and Ann is 85. Both their sets 
of grandparents lived well into their 
90s, and their mother lived to be 99. 
Photo credit Amy Haggerty

on to nurse’s training at Borgess Hospital in Kalamazoo. Back then, 
Jane said, “There were only three jobs a female could have, a teacher, 
nurse or secretary.”

 Jane chose to become a nurse and lived at the academy in a boarding 
school during her training.

 After school, she met Lee in 1948 at a Bartlett’s Resort dance at 
Pleasant Lake. She was only 22 when they married. The couple first 
lived in Munith where Jane survived the remodeling of their home with 
three little boys and no kitchen. She called that a highly stressful time in 
her life. They were married for 62 years.

The couple had three children, and she is proud to say each of their 
sons attended college and grew up to become successful. Tom, the 
eldest, is now retired and lives in the state of Wyoming. He returns 
home to the farm every Christmas and summer with wife Joan. They 
work daily on the farm assisting Jane with chores.

 Middle son Dave and wife Nancy also come for visits once a year. 
They live in Riverton, Wyoming.

 Youngest son Bob currently lives on the farm with Jane and 
employed at MSU working toward a degree in computer science. His 
goal is to continue working at the university as an instructor in the 
computer science field. Jane said it’s been very helpful having her son 
there to keep her company and help with projects around the farm.

See Neighbor on page 20.
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Think you know the area? Here’s 
a chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
selecting a mystery location within 
the Stockbridge School District. 
Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will 
be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

September’s winner will receive 
a $20 Farmers State Bank Branded 

September’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you to 
Farmers State Bank.

Congratulations to last month’s 
winner, Timothy Boring, for correctly 
identifying the photo of the grain bins 
located on the corner of Parman and 

Recognize the subject of this picture and its 
location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State 
Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo 
credit Rose Collison

O’Brian roads.
To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 

along with your name, address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or post marked no later than Sept. 9.
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A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
As the new school year begins for the Stockbridge Community School District, this column looks back at how this community’s schooling structure 

began. 
In 1827 the then Michigan Territorial Legislature passed a law requiring all townships with populations in excess of 50 households to provide a teacher 

of “good moral standing” to instruct children to read and write. The teacher was also required to have a pen knife and be able to make a pen from a goose 
quill. The same act required townships of more than 200 families to provide a teacher who could also teach Latin and French.

Both books seem to agree that it is unlikely all townships adhered to any or all of these requirements. When Michigan became a state a few years later 
in 1835 those rules were replaced. The state ordinance required every township to set aside revenues from the sale of Section 16 properties to be used to 
create a school or schools.

Teacher salaries statewide were low. They also received room and board that often required moving from home to home. Stockbridge’s first school of 
record was in Section 2 of the township. The teacher, Melissa Stephens, was paid 75 cents per week.

Large families paid more as there was a per pupil fee whether their children attended or not. Attendance was not mandatory, but 
it is generally believed that most people wanted their children to go to school. There was no assigned curriculum.

In an early letter the daughter of Herman Lowe claimed that her brother, Peter Lowe, taught in the first school district in 
Stockbridge Township, so it appears that teacher Stephens taught before the official district system formed or in a private school. 
Then again, perhaps male and female teachers were considered separate categories, and she was the first female, while he was first 
male. It is generally agreed that the first school in the district was in Section 2. This included Pekin, which today is Stockbridge.

In 1836 Stockbridge’s school board voted to raise $60 to build a schoolhouse. One year later they changed it to $70 and included 
$10 for creation of a library. The first $60 was $10 in cash and $50 in labor and materials. Ira Wood, school board assessor, 
proposed to build a frame structure for $55 and have it completed by December 1837.

The same board voted to hold school eight months of the year, three of those months taught by a male. The salary at that time 
was about $5 per month.

By 1843, with 51 potential students, the “old” building was too small, so the 6-year-old structure of Ira Wood was traded back to 

School in use in village from 1888 to 1929. Photo from 
SAGHS files 

him for a new site. The land description puts that brick building on the site of what today is the Stockbridge Activity Center, formerly the old middle school.
In the 1880s and ’90s the high school was organized, and its first class graduated in 1895. The presence of students from outside the district, known as “foreign” pupils, led to the idea 

of enlarging the district.
In the 1920s once again it became necessary to enlarge and to modify the structure, so the Middle School building was constructed on the same site. It was dedicated Nov. 13, 1930.
In 1952 the Stockbridge Community Agricultural School District was organized with elementary schools in Munith, Gregory and Stockbridge. In 1958 the name was changed to the 

Stockbridge Community Schools.
The information in this article came from “A Corner of Ingham County - Stockbridge” published in 1976 by the Stockbridge Centennial Committee and “Michigan: A History of the 

Wolverine State” by Willis Frederick Dunbar, 1966.
Since the books were written more than or almost 50 years ago, their story ends here. Perhaps some lifelong resident with memories of these and more recent additions might like to 

help write or direct research into more recent school history. If so contact this writer at StockbridgeCommunityNews@gmail.com.
Diane Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge Community News Board of Directors.

Andrew Carriero studies marine life as he explores a 
future in science

Andrew Carriero collects species to 
observe. Family provided photo

by Judy Williams
If you ask Andrew Carriero what he did this summer, prepare for 

an impressive answer. The Stockbridge High School senior recently 
returned from the monthlong Marine Science High School Course, and 
he’ll tell you he had “the experience of a lifetime.” 

Carriero was selected as one of just 30 students across the United 
States to attend the Dauphin Island Sea Lab. The rigorous, college-
oriented marine studies course, offered through Discovery Hall 
Programs, requires participants to pass eight examinations as well as 
take notes and complete labs and projects in order to receive credit. 

In testament to his abilities, Carriero was one of two fortunate high 
school students to be awarded the Discovery Hall Program’s Jenny Cook 
Memorial Scholarship. This funded all his costs except transportation 
to Dauphin Island, Alabama. He credited recommendation letters from 
teachers Jason Rickli, Pam Gower and Laura Bell for helping him earn 
the scholarship.

The program, founded in 1971 by the Alabama Legislature, provides marine science programs for many of 
the state colleges and universities. Today, 23 member institutions partner with the Dolphin Island Sea Lab to 
provide studies to undergraduate and graduate students. The lab’s mission: to promote conservation through 
education, research, and outreach by increasing public awareness and understanding of the ocean. 

“We would start in the classroom, learning about a topic and then head straight to the field,” the 
smiling Carriero explained. “Every day was filled with constant learning. The opportunities I was given are 
invaluable.” As part of the one-month program, the group traveled to Panama City, Fla. and New Orleans, to 
work on marine projects. 

“I made so many wonderful friends while learning,” he said. “This experience taught me to push my 
boundaries.”

See Carriero on page 20.



Stockbridge Community NewsSeptember 2019 17

“We’re happy to support this local teen center,” Marks said. “I grew up here. I went 
to school in Stockbridge my entire life. We’ve never had anything like this, so I’m really 
excited to be able to help make this happen.”

The Teen Center, located inside the Stockbridge Activity Center in Stockbridge (former 
middle school), will take a secular approach to serving youth, grades 6 through 12.

“We want to have a variety of activities for kids to do in order to stay off the streets and 
have a safe, fun environment to go to,” Young said. “Activities will range from a quiet place 
for homework and mentoring, to video games, sports and gym time.”

“We’ll be having Honor Society students come to mentor the younger students,” 
Davidson added.

Their immediate goal is prepare the area to host an open house Wednesday, Sept. 4. 
After that, plans are to keep the Teen Center open Monday through Friday, 2:30 to 5:30 
p.m., depending on availability of qualified, adult volunteers. Wednesday evenings from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m., the Teen Center will host Stockbridge Crossroads Youth Group.

Access to gymnasium facilities represents what the sponsors hope will become a 
significant attraction. Davidson said the center plans to open the gym on specific dates and 
times and have activities there for kids. In addition, the center intends to make snacks and 
food available for purchase at minimal cost.

Marks, a lifetime resident of the area, serves as assistant vice president and branch 
manager of the Stockbridge office. Paton moved to the area more than 20 years ago 
and serves as assistant branch manager. Both were employees of SSB Bank prior to its 
acquisition by Eaton.

The Teen Center has been undergoing renovations for more than a year in preparation 
for opening, and its vision goes hand in hand with the transfer of ownership. In May 2018, 
Stockbridge Community News reported on Mike and Leah Dalton’s purchase of the former 
middle school.

While giving a tour, Dalton stood in what once functioned as a study hall. “Out of 
everything, if there’s one reason we purchased this building, it’s because of that right there,” 
he said with a sweeping gesture. “This youth center is going to be the talk of town. It’s 
going to impact a lot of kids’ lives.”

Center page 1

 Molly Howlett, village president, invited this reporter to tour the town with 
her in order to discuss specific accessibility concerns, while simultaneously 
outlining the village’s mobility and accessibility projects.

 The Michigan Department of Transportation will oversee a three-phase 
project starting late August. First up is adding a push button blinking light to 
create a safer crosswalk at the downtown intersection near Hungry Howie’s and 
Mugg & Bopps. 

 The second and third phase, scheduled to begin in early 2020, includes 
making the sidewalks from M-52/Clinton Street to Green Road ADA compliant. 

 Howlett outlined other village projects. “The storm sewer problem under 
Center Street. Apparently that area has been a problem for several years. This 
is an entirely different project that the Village will be responsible for fixing. 
Using our ‘local streets’ monies we receive through Act 51, we are going to be 
attacking that area soon. I hope within the next couple of weeks.”

 Other work, such as Elizabeth Street culvert improvements not in the phase 
3 project, will still be addressed by the Village. Howlett pointed out, “The bridge 
road structure is in disrepair, and the sidewalk and fence are in poor condition. 
The Village applied for a grant through MDOT, but it was denied. However, we 
are going ahead with the project using our ‘local streets’ monies awarded each 
year through Michigan’s Act 51.”

 Michigan Act 51 funds support ‘Non-Motorized Expenditures’ such as 
shared-use pathways and structures to support the path, ramps and curb cuts 
providing roadway access, signs and pavement markings and signals that support 
non-motorized travel. Routine and seasonal maintenance costs are 
not eligible costs.

Sidewalk page 3

Unadilla, a ‘Place of Meeting’

by Ron and Arlene Kaiser
Names of the very first settlers that came from the east and took up land from the government are still very 

well known today, as some of the descendants are still on the original farms or living nearby and many roads 
were named after these pioneer families.

Eli Ruggles, of Brookfield, Mass., became owner of the first farm ever purchased in Unadilla in 1833.  It 
consisted of 40 acres on which he built a log house and commenced his pioneer life.  

The sons of Unadilla have not been shy in winning for themselves positions of honor and trust.  Gen. George 
Hartsuff was a Unadilla boy and being appointed to West Point, he graduated with honor, and entered the 
service of his country.  Another name given honor was James Craig, an author of early Unadilla and proprietor 
of the Unadilla House. In the years 1833 and 1834, Marshall, Holmes, Glenn Brothers, Bullock, Westfall, Bird 
McIntyre, Angel, Jackson and Noble were some of the names of settlers to buy land and settle Unadilla.

In 1835, Pyper, Bullis, Livermore, Wood, Shields and Dunn arrived.  The year 1936 brought the four 
Sutherland Boys, Mr. Beale, Dutton, Dyer, Townsend and Chipman.  Are you seeing the names of nearby 
roads?  

 Samuel G. Ives, who settled west of Williamsville in 1835, was one of the prominent and influential citizens of Unadilla and served as a member of the state Legislature.  
The list of prominent names of this community is endless.  Just a few more are, first store owner, John Drake; first hotel, Mr. Noble near where the village of Unadilla now stands. The 

First Presbyterian Church was organized in 1936, soon after the Methodist and Baptist churches.  Temperance causes flourished, with clubs and reform organizations abounding.  
The Taylors, Brearley and Asquith came from the same neighborhood in Yorkshire, England, and settled the area of Unadilla in 1840.
Unadilla’s most beloved son, Judson Dwight Collins, born in Wayne County, N.Y., came to Michigan in 1829, with his father and family.  A later article will be entirely of the life of 

Judson Dwight Collins.  There is so much to tell of Mr. Collins.  His life was amazing.
As we read the interesting accounts of the different towns and surrounding area bordering on Stockbridge, many articles could be written of their early history and pioneers days.  The 

mission statement of the Waterloo Area Historical Society is to foster an understanding and appreciation in children and adults of the pioneer farmers of Michigan their family life and 
their children’s schooling.  I hope these articles are giving a good example of the struggles and life of these first pioneer families.  

The name Unadilla comes from Indian word meaning ‘Place of Meeting’

Photo provided by Ron and Arlene Kaiser
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Local bicyclists prepare for 
DALMAC ride

Stockbridge area cyclists were expected to ride in the 49th annual Dick Allen 
Lansing to Mackinaw (DALMAC) bicycle route at the end of August. A list of local 
riders and their hometowns is attached.

Founded in 1971 by former state Sen. Dick Allen, DALMAC offered riders a 
co choice of routes that began Aug. 28 or Aug. 29, leaving from East Lansing and 
ended on Seto. 1 in Mackinaw City. Other options included a three-day route that 
departed from Grayling on Aug. 30 or the two-day route that started in Cheboygan 
on Aug. 31. More than 1,200 riders were expected to participate in the 2019 tour.

DALMAC seeks to develop an appreciation of bicycling as both recreation 
and transportation, to promote a bicycle-friendly environment in Michigan and to 
demonstrate how bicycles and other vehicles can safely share our state roads. It is a 
recreational tour open to all capable, interested bicyclists.

Proceeds from the tour have enabled The DALMAC Fund to grant over $1.3 
million to bicycling-related organizations and causes since 1985. Programs 
benefiting from these grants represent a variety of purposes, from trail projects to 
public safety to extending bicycling opportunities to those with disabilities.

DALMAC is hosted by the Lansing-based Tri-County Bicycle Association 
(TCBA), the largest local bicycling organization in Michigan, with approximately 
1,000 members. The year-round efforts of TCBA volunteers make it possible to offer 
a high-quality tour at a reasonable price and to raise money in support of bicycling 
programs without asking riders to collect pledges.

Name   City   Route  Past DALMACs
Ross    Karen Bath   5 Day West  2
Walls  Abigail Stockbridge  5 Day West  0

Stockbridge Area Community 
Resource Guide expansion

 For the past two years the Stockbridge Community News has published a 
Community Resource Guide each January. The guide includes basic information 
about what a particular group does and how that group benefits the residents 
of the Stockbridge Community School District.  It also includes meeting times 
and location as well as requirements for membership or involvement. This is 
the second month in which we are featuring a few of the organizations, their 
histories, origins and related information

If you or your organization should be in the Guide, please contact Diane 
at Stockbridge Community News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137 or 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com. Featured in this edition are the 
Waterloo Needlework Club, Stockbridge Genealogical/Historical Society and the 
Munith Rod and Gun Club.

Waterloo Needlework Club: by Janice Powell
Waterloo Needlework Club has continued to make needlework quilts, knitting 

and crocheting for people in need for 105 years. Through the years the club 
supported a number of different charities, including making bandages for injured 
soldiers during World War I and II. WNC supports a number of current charities 
with quilts or money.   They usually demonstrate their craft at Waterloo Farm 
Museum Pioneer Day In October. The group appreciates donations of good 
cotton fabric, batting or money to buy these items.  They meet the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of every month at 10 a.m. at the Munith United Methodist Church. 
For more information, call Jan at 517-769-2172 or Mary at 517-851-8752. 
Newcomers or visitors are always welcome.

Stockbridge Genealogical/Historical Society (SAGHS): by Laura Walsh
 The Stockbridge Genealogical/Historical Society (SAGHS) was founded in 

2001, and was born from the desire to preserve and promote the unique history 
and genealogy of our area and its people. One of the first projects undertaken by 
the fledgling society was to raise funds for the Friends of the Stockbridge Library 
to purchase a microfilm reader, enabling locals to access the area’s historical 
newspapers close to home.

Today, SAGHS presents the annual Oaklawn Cemetery Tour, in which 
guests are guided through the quiet cemetery, visiting various “residents” of 
the cemetery who are brought to life by members and friends of the society. 
This year’s cemetery tour is scheduled for Sept. 22. Also happening throughout 
the year are three public presentations, inviting guest speakers to share their 
knowledge on various historical topics of local interest. The society also has a 
collection of local resources for genealogical and historical researchers alike.

Membership is always open, and more info can be found at 
stockbridgeareaghs.org as well as our Facebook page!

Munith Rod and Gun Club: by Judy Williams
Munith Rod and Gun Club, locally known as Michigan’s Best Little Gun 

Club, was established in 1957 by a group of firearm enthusiasts. The club has 
been located at 11455 Fitchburg Road, Munith, since 1960. 

The gun club, nonprofit and volunteer-run, promotes marksmanship and 
firearm safety for trap shooters. 

MR&GC is open to the public Fridays, 5 p.m. April through mid-October 
and is made available for special events such as youth training, and DNR Hunter 
Safety. The cost is $5 per round of 25 clay targets. Registered American Trap 
Association shoots are held monthly in April, May, June and July. 

The club will end this year’s season with a pumpkin pie shoot Oct. 12. 
Practice to start at 6:30 p.m. with competition beginning at dark under the lights. 

The MR&GC has been home to many state trap champions. People and times 
may have changed, but the club’s friendly, helpful culture remains the same. 
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, you can find MR&GC on Facebook. Messenger your 
questions.

2019 Crucible endurance hike to 
benefit Semper Fi Fund

Art by Drew Foster Tattoo. Photo 
courtesy of The Crucible Facebook page

by Hope Salyer
The Crucible, a self supported endurance 

hike to raise money for charity, announced the 
2019 hike will take place on Sept. 21 at 7 a.m. at 
Portage Lake, 11700 Seymour Road, Grass Lake, 
Mich., to benefit the Semper Fi Fund. 

The Crucible Facebook page reports the 
“Semper Fi Fund provides immediate financial 
assistance and lifetime support to combat 
wounded, critically ill and catastrophically injured 
members of all branches of the U.S. Armed 

Forces and their families. They deliver the resources they need during recovery and 
transition back to their communities, working to ensure no one is left behind.”

According to co-founders Charrie and Juston Schotte, the annual endurance 
hike course is 22 miles along the Waterloo-Pinckney Trail to represent the average 
number of veterans lost every day to suicide.

To find out more information about the Crucible and the 2019 hike, visit the 
Crucible’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/thecrucible2019.
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Stockbridge High School FIRST Robotics team 
wins First Mid-Mitten RoboRodeo

by Mike Harbert
The Stockbridge High School FIRST Robotics team 

competed in an off-season event on Saturday, Aug. 10, 
2019, called the First Mid-Mitten RoboRodeo. (https://
midmittenroborodeo.com) While only five students and one 
mentor were able to make the trip to Lake Odessa, Mich., the 
team did outstanding at the event. 

There were 16 teams that came to compete and each team 
was paired up with 2 other random teams for each match, 
competing in a total of 12 matches in 3-on-3 competitions. 
The Panther Powered team (Team 6591) qualified for the 
next round, coming in second with a 9-3 record. This ranking 
made the Panther team the captain of the 2nd Alliance and 
allowed them to complete their team by choosing players from 
other teams.  The Panthers had the 2nd and 7th picks of the 
remaining 14 teams. They chose Team 5460 – Strike Zone out 

Pictured L to R: Jade Harbert, Jonathon 
Clark, Evan Brewster, RJ Fillmore and 
Keshava Demereth-Shanti. Not pictured is 
mentor, Joel Fillmore. Photo credit Mike Harbert

of Lapeer, MI, and Team 703 – Team Phoenix out of Saginaw, as their Alliance partners. 
The first round of the playoffs had them squaring off against the third-ranked Alliance. They proceeded 

to defeat their opponents in a 2 out of 3 competition by winning the first two matches. While this was in 
progress, the first-ranked Alliance was defeating the fourth-ranked Alliance by a 2-0 score. 

This left the first- and second-ranked Alliances to play the final round and they proceeded to square off 
against each other. The matches were close, but the Panther Powered-led Alliance team proved victorious with 
a 2-0 score, making them the winners of the event.

More details about Team 6591, Panther Powered, can be found at this link: www.thebluealliance.com/
team/6591/2019.
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Friends of Library 
host meet-and-greet to 
introduce new librarian

Jo Mayer, Eileen Conti, Cady Bauer, Sherri 
McConnell, Jan Dunlap and Janine Falk. 
Photo credit Diane Rockall

by Diane Rockall
Friends of the 

Library hosted a 
get-acquainted with 
new librarian Sherri 
McConnell on 
Tuesday, Aug. 20. 
Enthusiastic members 
of Friends provided a 
delightful collection 
of cookies. Those 

who attended had the opportunity to meet the new librarian 
and discuss issues of importance to them on a one-to-one 
basis.

McConnell hopes to begin a regular column with 
Stockbridge Community News, either posted, printed or 
both within the next month or two. She will be sharing 
some new features in the library and some old little-known 
information, plus a variety of topics of interest.

Carriero page 16
When asked how he planned to finish out his summer, Carriero replied, “I’m job shadowing various doctors at Saint 

Joseph Mercy Hospital in Chelsea. If I choose to pursue being a doctor, it’s nice to have background on what exactly their 
job involves. I know that I want to have a career in the medical field. I’m just not sure of what.” 

Carriero, who has a strong science background, says he has been pondering biochemistry. “I hope to achieve a Ph.D. in 
my life,” he said. “I’ll just have to see where my education takes me. I’m open to new plans.”

Movie night on the Stockbridge 
Township Square: A great success

More than 100 people attended the “Dumbo” 
screening on the Stockbridge Township 
Square. Photo credit Ed Wetherell

by Mary Wilson
Stockbridge Township movie night was a great success 

on Aug. 16. The movie “Dumbo” was shown on the 
Stockbridge Township Square and was seen by more than 
100 people. Free popcorn was offered to the public during 
the screening. Everyone enjoyed the movie.

The next movie will be Friday, Sept. 13 instead of the 
third Friday because Homecoming is Sept. 20. “Wonder 
World” is scheduled to be shown. 

 Through the years, Jane has had many interests and hobbies, and among her favorites are vegetable and flower 
gardening. Visiting with Jane is always a treat, because her flower gardens are spectacular. She calls them her “therapy.”

 Of the many changes during her lifetime, Jane appreciates caller ID as an awesome invention. “It’s nice to know 
who’s calling and when to answer,” she said.

 Jane also talked about when Michigan 106 was blacktopped from Stockbridge to Jackson. Lots of people moved into 
the country and could still enjoy the benefits and amenities of city life, she said.

 She also marveled over a friend who brought out a drone and flew it over the farm and took photos of the property.
 Jane is an inspiration to her friends, family and neighbors. She never complains and always has a smile on her face. 

She doesn’t watch much TV, but listens to music and the news.
 Her secrets to a living a long life? “Don’t sweat the small stuff,” and “keep a positive attitude.”
If pressed to give advice, she recommends to “have a daily purpose, make a list of things you want to accomplish, and 

don’t forget to pray.” 
“Eat healthy, accept what comes your way, don’t get too plugged into technology, get up off that couch and stay 

active,” she smiled.

Neighbor page 14
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From the 
superintendent’s 
desk

We hope you have had a wonderful summer as we 
are looking forward to another outstanding school year 
at Stockbridge Community Schools!

We want to welcome you back for the 2019-2020 
school year along with our many new families to the 

district.  We have spent the summer preparing our school facilities and classrooms 
for the return of students for the first day of school. 

We have a dedicated and talented staff at Stockbridge Community Schools. Our 
staff has spent a tremendous amount of time preparing for the upcoming school 
year. We have hired nine new teachers across the district this summer that we are 
very excited about. We feel that our new teachers will have a lot to offer our district 
and students.

Our district is finalizing our school bond construction work after four 
consecutive years of school facility projects.  Our last construction project is 
to replace the Smith boilers before the winter season.  School bond fund called 
“Series 2” will be opened up during the Summer of 2020. This final funding from 
the 2015 bond will be utilized to continue technology and bus purchasing through 
the 2022-2023 school year. We are grateful for the school district community in the 
support of our schools.

As a district, we will continue to improve on all aspects of our mission 
statement: 

Stockbridge Community Schools will strive to be an exemplary learning 
community. We create the foundation of this community through meaningful 
relationships, relevant and rigorous learning, and effective communication. 

I am looking forward to a fantastic school year!
Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich 
Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 

1999 and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.

“I have always had very hardworking, passionate, progressive, caring colleagues to 
work with.” In addition, he mentioned, “People care about each other and the students.”  

Baird was chosen as the graduation speaker this past year and has also been 
Homecoming Parade grand marshal. He also treasures the many cards, letters, emails, and 
text messages he has received throughout the years from former students thanking him for 
helping them out. He enjoys watching his former students grow through the four years in 
high school and observes them, from afar, as they make an impact on the world after high 
school. He finds that very rewarding. 

Baird has some great advice to pass along to his current and former students. 
“There is a big difference between saying you can’t do something and you won’t do 

something!  Can’t means you’re incapable of doing it. Won‘t means you will not, and that 
is a choice.” 

He also advises students to “put your phones away and enjoy life! Life is passing you by.”

Baird page 8

SHS educator completes 
engineering research at MSU for 
professional development

Teacher/mentor Bob Richards assembles the 
fluid conveying tail. Photo from Facebook

by Patrice Johnson
A dozen middle and high school teachers 

statewide were invited to participate in 
Michigan State University’s “Research 
Experience for Teachers,” and Bob Richards, 
Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School teacher, was 
one of the select few. On July 26, Richards 
completed the professional development 
program in which participants conducted 
authentic research with one-on-one 
mentoring from 12 MSU faculty. 

Over six weeks of his summer, Richards 
participated in workshops, seminars, and 
field trips, and worked in MSU’s Dynamic 
Systems Laboratory Control Research Lab. 
His project? He researched ways to increase 

efficiency and reduce energy consumption in a fish-like propulsion system for marine 
robots.

Roberts said he felt honored to have been selected. “This experience has provided me 
with ideas for new underwater vehicles and how to better introduce my students to the field 
of engineering,” he said. 

Richards also developed a K-12 engineering curriculum related to designing and 
analyzing efficient thrusters for underwater remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) for use at 
the Jr/Sr High School.

See Richards on page 24.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Young soccer team hopes 
to move forward

by Keith Michaels
Third-year coach Brent Young and 

a young Stockbridge soccer team will 
try to gain experience as they look to 
improve on a five-win season in 2018.

 The Panthers were made up of 
mostly seniors and freshman in 2018, so 
most of the returning players in 2019 are 
very young.

 “We tried to schedule more games 
for later in the season,” Young said. “I 
knew we were going to have a younger 
team and wanted to give them time to 
work together, but luckily we have been 
working together all summer.”

Stockbridge football 
begins 18th season under 
coach Killinger

by Keith 
Michaels

Coach Jeremy 
Killinger begins his 
18th season as the 
Stockbridge varsity 
football coach in 
2019. 

The Panthers are 
coming off back-to-
back 1-8 seasons and 
are looking to move 
above the .500 mark 
this season.

The Panthers 
opened season 
Thursday, Aug. 29 at 
Grass Lake. 

Newcomers to the 
schedule this season 
include Petersburg-

Adam Twining (left) and RJ Fillmore (right). Photo credit 
Keith Michaels

 The Panthers are hoping for a top-four finish in the GLAC. Perennial state power 
Lansing Christian will once again be at the top of the conference with a strong Lakewood 
squad lurking. With the early season experience, the Panthers will look to compete with 
Olivet, Leslie and Perry for the other top spots in the conference.

Key returnees that Young will be looking for team leadership will be Isaac Lance, Adam 
Twining, Ben Young, Luke Suojanen, Devin Caroen, Carson Oversmith and Jonah Husky.

 Up-and-coming newcomers to the team to watch for in 2019 are Jacob Olson and R.J. 
Fillmore.

Brandon Nelson throws downfield during 
practice in late August. Nelson, a senior, 
enters his third year as the starting 
quarterback for the Panthers. Photo credit 
Keith Michaels

Summerfield, Wyoming Lee and Owosso. 
Homecoming will be Friday, Sept. 20, against Summerfield.

Ben Young (left), Adam Twining (middle) and RJ 
Fillmore (right). Photo credit Keith Michaels Jeff Rogers dives to block a shot by Isaac Lance as 

Devin Caroen and Ben Young prepare to provide 
backup. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Cody Freiermuth lays out for the catch during practice for the Panthers. 
Freiermuth, a senior, looks to play a big role this season for the Panthers. 
Photo credit Keith Michaels
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Look 
for it at 
the bottom 
center of the 
high school’s 
page. It can 
be found 
at: www.
panthernet.
net and 
then click 
on the “Our 
Schools” 
button.

From the 

Board page 4

main web page, click on Jr/Sr High School and look at the bottom for the link. 
“This Digital History is a work in progress and an ongoing project,” Trapp 

said. “Corey Baird and his leadership students will continue to update and add to 
it.”

The board features options for exploring archived photos and information by 
academic, athletics and class year. Athletic schedules and awards, sports records 
and awards, and—for the fashion conscious—the class composite photographs 
afford a look at hairstyles, clothing and accessories of the time.

“One nice feature for class composites is that a person can search by name,” 
Trapp said.
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“Quality teacher professional development opportunities 
like this one at Michigan State allow teachers to remain 
in contact with advances in STEM research and teaching 
methods,” Richards said. “They also give teachers a chance to 
refresh and become students and researchers again, providing 
an inspirational spark they can take back to their students and 
classrooms.”

The program, offered through the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering in the College of Engineering, 
focused on educators serving socioeconomically challenged 
populations with students from groups traditionally 
underrepresented in science and engineering. 

Follow-up academic year activities were designed to ensure 
the translation of lab research experience into classroom 
practice, strengthen long-term partnership between engineering 
faculty and teachers, and disseminate the outcomes.

Find more information on the MSU-RET site: https://www.
egr.msu.edu/future-engineer/ret.

Richards page 21

This fish-inspired marine robot, developed in 
the Department of Mechanical Engineering’s 
Dynamic Systems Laboratory Control 
Research Lab, is designed to shed valuable 
insight into the health and well-being of the 
Great Lakes. Photo from Facebook

Update from Stockbridge 
InvenTeam in American 
Samoa

Aug. 18. Teacher Bob Richards emailed Stockbridge Community 
News with an update on the InvenTeam’s trip to American Samoa. In his 
message, he wrote:

“We are out in American Samoa now. Today is our final setup day 
for the teacher workshop we are conducting along with the Marine 
Advanced Technology Education Center (MATE) this week. The kids 
posted some great photos to Facebook last night if you would like to 
post an update on our trip. We are expecting 28 to 30 local educators 
to attend our workshop which will be held at the National Marine 
Sanctuary of American Samoa’s Ocean Center. 

“In addition to local high school and middle school educators, we 
will also have instructors from American Samoa Community College 
and American Samoa’s Department of Education. 

“Officials from the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries at NOAA 
Headquarters will also be observing the workshop.”

Stockbridge InvenTeam travels 
to American Samoa

As part of Joining Hands 
2019, Stockbridge High School’s 
InvenTeam was invited to return to 
American Samoa Aug. 14 through 
Aug. 30 to conduct an ROV(remote 
operating vehicle) workshop for 
educators in American Samoa.

While there, the SHS InvenTeam 
will conduct an educator workshop 
and planning meeting of American 
Samoa educators, government 
agencies and employers to develop 
ideas to: 1) improve Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) education; 2) 

define and improve educational and career pathways into science, technology and engineering; and 3) infuse 
entrepreneurship into the curriculum.

According to Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School educator, Bob Richards, “The Stockbridge InvenTeam is 
uniquely positioned to support the growth of the MATE ROV Competition and ROV education in the Pacific 
Islands, having traveled to the Republic of Palau and American Samoa six out of the last eight years to 
conduct research and educational outreach with their underwater vehicles.”

“I had a wonderful first experience in American Samoa, and I am really excited to go back and continue 
our outreach goals for Joining Hands 2019!” SHS junior Julia Marhofer said. “I’ve stayed in touch with some 
of the folks from the National Marine Sanctuary, and I  look forward to seeing them again. These relationships 
are really important. The food in American Samoa is awesome, too!”

The 2019 program follows up on the success of Joining Hands 2018. In it, the Stockbridge High School 
team will join with the Marine Advanced Technology Education (MATE) Center at Monterey Peninsula 
College in partnership with MATE Inspiration for Innovation, the National Marine Sanctuary of American 
Samoa (NMSAS), American Samoa Department of Education (DOE) and American Samoa Community 
College (ASCC).

The team’s objectives include running a five-day PufferFish ROV Workshop for 24 faculty from American 
Samoa high schools and ASCC, visiting high schools to understand the level of resources available and needed 
to support robotics activities, visiting faculty and administrators at America Samoa Community College to 
discuss how a MATE robotics program can lead to pathways into science, technology and engineering, hosting 
a meeting with American Samoa government agencies and employers to assess the level of interest and 
support for underwater robotics, and assessing the potential for collaboration among various institutions.

“I am flattered and beyond excited to be able to go back to American Samoa and be a part of joining hands 
2019! It is a great opportunity to help teachers in American Samoa further their knowledge of ROVs and 
STEM, and to check in with the participants of Joining Hands 2018. I can’t wait to meet up with my group 
from last time and see all the progress they’ve made on their ROV,” SHS senior Sylvia Whitt said.

Baylee Heidrich works with students in American Samoa.

Teacher Bob Richards discusses ROVs with teachers in American Samoa.

Julia Marhofer, Sylvia Whitt, Baylee Heidrich and Bob Richards

A student explores the beautiful scenery in American Samoa.
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Driving is a visual task and non-driving activities that draw the driver’s eyes away from 
the roadway should always be avoided.

Compiled from information provided by NHTSA.gov and the Government Highway 
Safety Association.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. 
The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. 
John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General 
Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been working on cars for more than 
75 years.

Expert page 10

Matthew McGivney, Livingston County’s 
newest judge

Matthew McGivney. User provided photo

by Judy Williams
Aug. 14, it was official. Attorney Matthew McGivney was 

sworn in as Livingston County’s newest judge. The formal 
investiture ceremony was held at the historic Livingston 
County Courthouse with Michigan Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Bridget McCormack administering the oath. Friends, 
family and fellow judges packed the courtroom to witness the 
ceremony. 

McGivney was appointed in June by Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer to replace David Reader, who resigned from 
the 44th Circuit Court. The appointment fills a portion of 
the term vacated by Reader, and ends at noon on Jan. 1, 
2021. McGivney would be required to run for re-election 
in November 2020 in order to serve the final two years of 
Reader’s unexpired term. 

Prior to his appointment, McGivney was a partner at 
McGivney Law Firm, PLLC, in Brighton and Stockbridge. He 

began practicing law in 2001 when he joined his father’s practice representing clients in domestic relations, 
probate and estate planning, criminal defense, personal injury, and real estate cases. McGivney received his 
Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies in Social Science from Michigan State University and his Juris 
Doctor degree from the MSU’s College of Law.

According to a news release from Whitmer’s office, “McGivney is a well-known, well-liked, and well-
respected attorney who has spent his career ensuring that the law is applied fairly to all Michiganders.” It went 
on to say, “His previous experience in the circuit court gives him a heads-up in the transition to this new role, 
and he will be a great addition to the bench.”
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Local area trail links to destination corridor 
stretching across Michigan. Great Lake-to-
Lake bike event to debut this month.

by Patrice Johnson
“A new cross-state bike event this fall 

will not only let cyclists dip their tires 
in two of the Great Lakes, but will mark 
the debut of a multiuse trail network that 
outdoor enthusiasts believe will become 
a destination corridor in Michigan.” 

--M-Live, Tanda Gmiter, Aug. 1, 
2019

Get ready. You’ve probably heard 
that the soon-to-be-completed Mike 
Levine Lakelands Trail stretches through 
Munith, Stockbridge and Unadilla 
Township. But were you aware that it 
serves as a vital link in a destination 
corridor connecting Lake Michigan 
to Lake Huron? Mid-September, 150 
bicyclists are set to pass through this 
area as part of an inaugural event 
designed to christen the cross-state trail. 

The Great Lake-to-Lake bike ride will take riders across the state from Sept. 13 to Sept. 19. The 
route, beginning in the beach town of South Haven, will stretch east to Port Huron. Participating 
riders have paid $750 per person to register and are expected to pedal through the Munith-

Mid-September, 150 bicyclists are set to pass through this area 
as part of an inaugural event designed to christen the cross-state 
trail. Photo credit Molly Howlett

Stockbridge-Unadilla areas on Tuesday, Sept. 17. 
According to M-Live, “The 275-mile ride is being billed as a 

sightseeing adventure. It’s limited to 150 riders, and registration 
ended on Aug. 15. Highlighting Michigan’s multiuse trails system 
and back roads, the Great Lake-to-Lake Trails Route #1 Inaugural 
Ride cyclists will pedal through award-winning scenery in 
popular tourist destinations as well as towns off the beaten path.” 

The route connects 16 individual trails and goes through 
Kalamazoo, Jackson, Munith, Stockbridge, Gregory, Brighton, 
and Rochester Hills. The ride ends in historical Port Huron with 
views of the lake.

Great Lake-to-Lake linkage represents the culmination of 
nearly a decade of planning and cooperation among local and 
state agencies, trail enthusiasts and donors. 

“The trail really is a celebration of all the work that has been 
done by the various communities along the route and helps to 
fulfill the vision of trail benefactor Mike Levine and the board 
of our organization,” said Bob Wilson, executive director of the 
Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance.

Volunteers and governing bodies in Unadilla, Stockbridge 
and Munith have devoted untold hours to securing grant funding, 
designing, arranging and implementing myriad steps necessary to 
bring the local segment of the cross-state trail to fruition. 

“It’s exciting,” Molly Howlett, Stockbridge village president, 
said as she and Corgi Lacy checked for foliage encroaching along 
the shoulders of the trail east of the Brogan Road crossing. “Truly 
exciting.” Next, she trooped off to schedule mowing and to clean 
and stock the new restroom at the trailhead in Stockbridge.
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Stockbridge School District hires new 
teachers for 2019-2020 school year

New middle and high school teachers: Hannah Reyes, HS science; Lana Clayton, MS science; Benjamin Kruse, HS 
math; Jessica Price, HS science; Rita Stricklin, HS English; and Sonya Salinas, MS English.  Photo credit
 Amy Haggerty

New Smith Elementary teachers: Ashlee Muscato, special 
education and early childhood; Courtney Hartenburg, first grade; 
Rebecca Powers, second grade; and Megan Rainer, kindergarten. 
Photo credit Amy Haggerty

Heritage Elementary School new teacher: 
Amber Robidou, fifth-grade teacher. Photo 
credit Jennifer Hammerberg

Teen Openhouse Announcement

First Annual All Wheels 
Extravaganza comes 
to Stockbridge

Bob Lutz  Swiss American automotive CEO for the “Big 3” with his sporty 
Italian coup a 1971 Intermeccanica ‘Italia.’ Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tine Cole-Mullins
What do 67 cars, trucks, mud trucks, motorcycles, a Jeep, a fire truck, 

an ambulance, a drift trike and even a drone have in common? They all 
participated in Stockbridge’s first annual All Wheels Extravaganza on 
Aug. 24. 

“We had gorgeous weather, just a fantastic day all around!” Rebecca 
Dunne of The Auto Shop and host of the event shared her excitement. 
The Auto Shop, CT Performance and My Body Shop teamed up to bring 
the event to town.

Chris and Jennifer Wells of Plymouth brought multiple cars to the 
show including their 2002 Lamborghini Murcielago, which means bat in 
Italian. Between its scissor doors and bright yellow color, it drew wide-
eyed gazes.

Swiss American automotive executive Bob Lutz took a moment to 
answer questions and pose for a picture with his 1971 Intermeccanica 
‘Italia’ convertible coup, which he drove from Saline for the event. 
Lutz served as a top leader of all of the United States Big Three, having 
been, in succession, executive vice president of Ford Motor Company, 
president and then vice chairman of Chrysler Corporation, and vice 
chairman of General Motors. 

C.G. Lantis pointed to his Pontiac G-8 where Lutz signed an 
autograph. Lantis set the World Record with his G-8 for the half mile at 
180.42 mph.

Co-sponsors of the event and local John and Theresa Kightlinger 
of My Body Shop and Shane and Tracy Carey of CT Performance had 
multiple vehicles at the event. 

When asked how the event came about, Dunne said, “We’ve been 
thinking about doing a car show for a little while now, and we all happen 
to be in the Auto industry. The Auto Shop with complete auto care, CT 
Performance being the best in high performance anywhere, and My 
Body Shop with their expertise in Auto Body. There wasn’t a place that 
held an ALL Wheels show, at least not local.” Word travels, and Dunne 
is hoping next year’s event will be even bigger.  

Local businesses provided food and entertainment. DJ Phatboy 
provided music. The Smoke Doctor offered food, and Brendon’s 
Lemonade provided “The Best Lemonade.” 

The spectacular, positive community event felt even more festive due 
to prizes from a 50/50 raffle, a drawing for a TV and Kayak and various 
door prizes. A few the winners included Katrina Griffith, Vince Harris, 
Renee Covert and Dave Lloyd. 

“What’s happier than great autos, food, music and friends!” 
Dunne said.

NEW TEEN CENTER 
OPENING SOON!

Crossroads Community Church 
is proud to present our new 
Stockbridge Teen Center, which 
will be held in the Stockbridge 
Activity Center (SAC) at 305 W 
Elizabeth Street.

The goal is to have the Teen 
Center Open M-F from 2:30-5:30 
for students in grades 6-12.  It will 
offer them a fun, safe environment 

for doing homework (with the assistance of HS Honor Society students), participate in both indoor/outdoor 
activities, play video/other games, have snacks and interact with other students and adults who care about 
them.  This will be a healthy alternative to walking around town or being alone until parents get home from 
work.  

There will be an Open House on September 4 from 12pm-5pm, with access at the front West entrance of 
the building, as well as the back of the building.

This is a dream we’ve had for many years and we’re thrilled to see it become a reality!  
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Smith and Heritage playgrounds receive makeover
by Jill Marie Ogden
As the clock ticks down to the beginning of the new school year, there’s a new shine to the playgrounds at Smith and Heritage schools.
Weeds and water were flying recently as Panther Cubs PTO members held a cleanup day on the play areas. Members targeted both the overgrown weeds and the normal wear and tear 

on the sites.
Volunteers showed up toting shovels, leaf blowers, wheelbarrows and power washers. They cleared away unwanted growth and debris and power-washed the concrete in preparation 

for painting.
  “We are all excited to see the finished project,” said Jessica Lane, PTO treasurer and chairperson of the playground project.  
Thanks to the dedicated work of the volunteers, students will find many new and fun touches added to their playing spaces beginning this fall.  
The Panther Cubs PTO paid for the concrete painting project that includes a world, a U.S map, and fun games such as hopscotch and long jump. Basketball fans will find a refreshed 

basketball court, too.  
Recognizing that recess can be a time to play ball games, blow bubbles and draw on the concrete, the PTO is purchasing new balls, chalk and other toys, along with storage bins for 

keeping the new equipment.   
The district also “chipped in” by bringing in fresh wood chips and seeing to the repair of a broken slide to help students slip easily into the new school year with some new activities. 

Reach for the Stars Mini Space Camp
by Diane Rockall
Twenty-four enthusiastic young people, 

primarily between the ages of 3 and 6, attended 
“Reach for the Stars,” a mini-space camp at 
Stockbridge Branch of the Capital Area District 
Libraries, Wednesday, Aug. 7. The camp completed 
the summer reading program for that age group.

Story Lady, aka Samantha Huber, burned up 
some stored energy with the energetic song, “Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes.” She then read “Our 
Stars” by Ann Rockwell. The children’s book 
describes several constellations, the planets and our 
seasonal night skies. The reading was frequently 
interrupted with questions and discussions.

When the book was completed, the group 
watched a short video of the launch, several years 
ago, of the Discovery Space Shuttle. Following 
came more discussion in which Story Lady revealed 
that she had once watched a space ship launch 
while working for NASA in Florida. Employees 

Twenty-four people, primarily between the ages of 3 
and 6, attended “Reach for the Stars,” a mini-space 
camp at Stockbridge Branch of the Capital Area 
District Libraries. Photo credit 
Diane Rockall
were allowed to watch from a site 7 miles from liftoff, she explained. Only spouses of the astronauts and the 
president of the United States were allowed closer, she said, and the noise from liftoff shook the glass window 
of the building she was required to watch from. Once again, the engaged children expressed many questions 
and comments. 

Next, the camp moved to three activities. Huber led some young ones in space camp exercises. Others 
enjoyed the opportunity to lace quarter moon or star cards, and a third group colored pre-made rocket ships 
and attached them to straws, so that they could launch their spacecrafts with their own breaths.

All of this occurred in a 45-minute mini space camp. As participants were leaving, they were given the 
opportunity to pose for a space camp photo.

One final event wrapped up the Summer Reading Program. The last of the series of Activities in the Park 
with Colleen Redfield was held Friday, Aug. 16

Michigan Law 
Enforcement Officers’ 
Memorial dedicated

Rick Hoeksema with Mary and Clyde 
Whitaker take note of the names of Grant 
Whitaker and Paul Cole among 588 fallen 
officers from across the state. Hoeksema was 
following Whitaker on the night of his fatal 
crash. Photo courtesy of the Whitaker family

On the hot, picture-
perfect day of Saturday, 
July 27, the Michigan 
Law Enforcement 
Officers’ Memorial was 
dedicated in the shadow 
of the Capitol building 
in downtown Lansing.

The Officers’ 
Memorial honors 588 
fallen officers from 
across the state of 
Michigan, and two 

Ingham County officers are listed among the names engraved in 
stone.

Paul Cole was killed in the line of duty in 1996, and Grant W. 
Whitaker was killed in the line of duty Dec. 7, 2014. Whitaker’s 
name is engraved on Panel 4, West, and Cole’s is engraved on 
Panel 4, East.

This memorial may be visited any time, day or night, at  900 
W. Allegan St., Lansing, Mich.
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