
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Area 
family's 1977 tragedy changed laws on domestic violence 

The Hughes brothers' matching headstones are shown at 
Oaklawn Cemetery in Stockbridge. James Berlin "Mickey" 
Hughes and Donavan Dale Hughes both were lost within a 
couple of years time, one at the hand of another and one at 
his own hand. Family members often speculated Mickey's 
brother and father took their own lives as yet another tragic 
reminder of casualties with this story and the ripple effects 
of domestic violence. Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

Girl Scout initiative culminates with 
crosswalk renovations at Clinton and 
Elizabeth streets 

Area farmer directs $2,500 donation to Stockbridge 
Area Educational Foundation

Local farmer Ben Topping, pictured above with 
his family, recently directed a $2,500 America’s 
Farmers Grow Communities donation to the 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. The 
donation is sponsored by the Bayer Fund. Photo 
provided by SAEF

by Tina Cole-Mullins
First of two parts
On March 9, 1977, I heard a knock on our door 

and voices. My childlike curiosity led me to leave 
the warm security of my bed. 

Walking quietly down the hallway to the living 
room, my sleep-filled eyes struggled to focus and I 
saw it was the teenage boy from next door.

With some hesitation, he began to speak to my 
parents. 

“There's a fire at your brother Mickey’s house. 
They think he’s dead.” 

My mother lets out a cry of anguish, and 
my father pulls her into his arms just before she 
collapses to the floor. 

The teen goes on to say, “It seems Francine did 
it. She turned herself in at the Mason jail.”

This was how we learned of the death of my 
mother's brother, James "Mickey" Hughes. 

See Tragedy on page 10. 

by Jennifer Hammerberg
Local farmer Ben Topping recently directed 

a $2,500 America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
donation to the Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation. The donation is sponsored by the Bayer 
Fund.

Ben Topping is a fourth-generation farmer who 
farms alongside his father and brother. The Topping 
families operate Hickory Ridge Farms, located 
between Stockbridge and Gregory.

"The Topping family has been a part of the 
SAEF from the very beginning," said Jennifer M. 
Hammerberg, SAEF president. "Ben's father was a 
founding member."

Ben Topping said his family was excited to be able 
to direct the donation to the SAEF.

"(We) hope it can be used to further our 
communities' roots in agriculture by providing an 
opportunity for our youth to see an agricultural-related 
field as a career path,” Topping said.

The SAEF will use the money for education and 
educational opportunities for residents, with a special 
emphasis on agriculture and/or farming.

“We are very grateful to be chosen, this year especially. Due to COVID-19, we were forced to 
cancel our annual fundraising event just one week before it was scheduled," said Hammerberg. 
"Generous donations and grants like this will allow us to continue to support our educators during 
this economically difficult time."

Hammerberg said schools must manage a completely new situation and "we anticipate 
unprecedented financial need in our district this year."

See Topping on page 2.

Seven activities to do this fall 
during COVID-19 pandemic

by Hope Salyer
It’s no secret to anyone who knows me that fall is my favorite 

time of year. It sets up the holiday season, and by the end of 
August, I’m ready for some chilly nights and pumpkin spice. 
Normally, I’d be gearing up for Halloween and trick-or-treaters, 
pumpkin patch visits, and corn mazes. This year, planning my 
fall activities—much like most aspects of everyone’s lives—is 
revolving around COVID-19 guidelines. 

To help others during these difficult, hopefully temporary, 
times, I’ve compiled a list of traditional fall activities and must-
see places in Michigan to enjoy this fall during the pandemic.

See Fall on page 13.

Pregitzer Farm Market 2019 corn maze. Photo from Pregitzer Farm Market 
Facebook page

Last June, Chief of Police Johnnie Torres, Jr. was approached by Girl Scout Troop 30731 
about doing something to make the school crosswalk safer for students and to spruce it up in 
the process. L-R: Miranda Spare, Frances Grumelot, Debbie Nogle, Mia Wilson, Ellie Creps 
of Troop 30731, Molly Howlett, Terry Sommer, Johnnie Torres, Jr. Photo credit Rose Collison

by Patrice Johnson
Pass by the school crosswalk at Elizabeth and S. Clinton 

streets, and no doubt you will notice quality new renovations. 
But do you know the story behind how these improvements came 
about? 

See Crosswalk on page 11.
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Staff Spotlight: Hometown girl Janice Armstrong is great 
ambassador for Stockbridge Community School District

Janice Armstrong, director 
of preschool and community 
education, is a hometown leader. 
Photo provided by Janice Armstrong

by Amy Haggerty
Since 1998, Janice Armstrong has been working for the 

Stockbridge Community School District. She began as a substitute 
teacher and then moved into the position of director of preschool 
programs. Upon Jo Mayer’s retirement, Armstrong took over as 
community education director. 

It's quite evident that Armstrong loves her job. She especially 
enjoys working with all age groups and loves all the kids’ stories 
and the things they say. “I could write a book,” Armstrong says. 

She began her life right here in Stockbridge. Her parents, Virgil 
and Joan, moved here from the Detroit area while her mother was 
expecting her. It was her father who wanted to move to the country. 
Her mother didn’t love the country right away, but after a couple of 
years living in Stockbridge she fell in love with the area. 

It’s no wonder Armstrong credits her mom as the person who 
influenced her most in life. “She valued education, honesty, 
kindness and empathy. She was the epitome of integrity and love! 
She never raised her voice, read to us daily, and always encouraged 
us to do our absolute best.” 

Armstrong and her husband Mark have three children together. 

"Local businesses,who are tremendously supportive of SAEF, are also under 
financial strain," she continued. "Receiving donations from outside our town is a 
tremendous boost to our spirits as well as our foundation. Thank you!”

Since 2010, the America’s Farmers programs have awarded more than $57 
million to nonprofits, aspiring ag students and public schools across rural America.

“Farmers truly understand the needs of their communities and where the 
opportunities to strengthen them exist. We partner with them to identify the 
nonprofit organizations that benefit from Grow Communities donations,” said Al 
Mitchell, Bayer Fund president. “Each donation shines a light on the organizations 
that are making a positive difference in rural communities across the country.”

The America’s Farmers Grow Communities 2021 program kicked off on Aug. 1. 
Farmers may enroll for a chance to direct a donation to a local eligible nonprofit of 
their choice.

Topping page 1

Their oldest, Emily, is 28. She attended MSU and is married and lives in Grand Rapids. Alec, 25, 
also attended MSU and lives in Charlotte, N.C. Their youngest, Madelyn, 23, attended Western 
Michigan and earned a degree in freshwater science and sustainability. Like two of her three 
children, Armstrong attended MSU where she earned a degree in elementary education. 

Her greatest accomplishment in life is her family. As important as her family is to her, Armstrong 
remarked that she hopes she has been able to make a positive impact on the lives of the families 
whose children she works with. 

Choosing to come back to her hometown was easy for her. 
“I firmly believe that Stockbridge has been the best place to raise a family. My children were 

very well prepared for college, the teachers and all the staff care about the students. 
The relationships built, academics, and the extras, such as robotics and journalism, 
are top-notch programs.”

Armstrong loves working in this community. 
“The whole community is always there for each other. There have been 

countless families and staff in need for various reasons and Stockbridge always 
rallies around to help others.” 

Her advice to students in Stockbridge: “There will always be people in the world 
that may have more or there are also many that have less. So make the most of the 
blessings and all the things you do have. Everyone is capable of doing their best, 
making the most of their own time spent here, and are responsible for their own 
success. Most importantly, think big dreams, and always be kind to each other.” 

Many families in the community are introduced to the schools through either 
community education or the preschool programs. Armstrong’s influence has been 
essential in the district. She is a very positive person who loves what she does and 
it's reflected in her work. She remains cool-headed and calm in tough situations. 
She is an asset and valuable to the district. We are fortunate she chose to remain 
and work in Stockbridge. 
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GREG:  734-905-0990  |  GERI:  734-644-0544
Serving Stockbridge & surrounding areas

Real Estate Services

NEW YEARNew Home?
If you’re thinking of buying or selling in 2019, 

contact the G.U. Crew!

1301 S. Main Street, Chelsea, MI 48118

GREG: 734-905-0990 GERI: 734-644-0544

THEGUCREW.COM
G.U. Crew works for you.

A proud sponsor of
the Halloween

charity pole 2020
First Robotics—
FRC Team #6591
Panther Powered

Vote for #36 on S. Clinton St.

#36

Audrey Austin, first-place winner of 'This I Believe' essay contest
Below, is the final of what SCN offered as a three-month student-written, “This I Believe,” column. This month, we are pleased to feature Audrey Austin's "This I 

Believe" essay. The essays, submitted anonymously to a Friends of the Library panel, are reviewed and winners recommended. The Friends then contribute $25 to first 
place, $15 to second place and $10 to third place. Winners are typically photographed and their images displayed in the library.

If that were me, I wouldn’t want it to be. It was sixth grade. People started to fill in the lunchroom and the noise grew louder and 
louder. People ran like the wind to the lunch line so they could be first. Their footsteps thundered inside to the cafeteria and shook 
the the floor underneath them. They gossiped about how Jenna yelled at Stepanie for dating her ex from a week ago and how Chad 
wants to beat up Derek just because he can. Meanwhile, there was the one random kid who literally screamed for no reason at all and 
someone always laughed because they thought it was funny. 

 There were only six chairs at each table and we weren’t allowed to pull up any of the other chairs. So for some tables it was a 
matter of who got there first, if they did good for them, if they didn’t, well that’s their problem. That’s how it was; a lot of people felt 
like they didn’t have a place. My table didn’t have that issue; I wasn’t worried about losing my seat or just not having one. My friends 
gathered around the table and sat down with their squeaky styrofoam lunch trays and began to talk. I was fine until I saw someone 
sitting alone. He had his head down, no food and looked upset; I felt upset for him. Being all alone in a room full of people is not 
something that you particularly want to happen, especially in sixth grade.

Should I go move by him? Will any of my friends come with me? What will they think if I go and sit with him? I felt like I might 
be judged for moving. I finally asked my friends if any of them wanted to move over with me and sit with him. The reply I got was 
“no, you can I guess, but I’m not moving over there.” I felt bad, if I were all alone at a table in the lunchroom, I’d feel sad. I wouldn’t 
want to be alone; no one wants to be alone. 

I got up, I grabbed my lunch box and took my water off the table. In that moment I decided that I didn’t care what my lunch table 
thought of me for sitting there. I was going to do what I believed was right. I didn’t need the approval of other people to decide what 
I was going to do. I started walking to his table. No one came with me, which I knew they wouldn’t, but It didn’t matter. I didn’t need 
them to come. I wanted to make someone else feel good. I sat down next to him and when he looked up his face grew with a smile and 
that was what mattered. 

Fast forward 4 years and he is someone that I can call a good friend. I have his back and he has mine, no matter what. I feel that I 
can trust him and can be myself around him. That is not something that people find in someone everyday. By sitting with him at lunch 

First-place "This I Believe" winner 
Audrey Austin. Photo provided by 
Audrey Austin

one time, I have made a friend that most people can’t find even once they are an adult. Caring for his feelings and looking through his perspective has proven to be a 
great thing. Sometimes you can not predict what will become of the little things.

I believe in empathy. Empathy gives a sense of direction and takes me to places I couldn’t have predicted I’d go. It leads to deep connections, it leads to courage, it 
leads to warmth. I got the chance to learn from new experiences, challenge my emotions and my thoughts giving me something to reflect back on.

 I gained so much out of one small experience of empathy. I found strength in myself to overcome social pressure. Gained confidence in what I want to do 
regardless of what others think of me. I got a great friendship, I felt happiness and I felt a connection to someone on a deep level. Feeling empathy takes us away from 
our own self; away from only seeing from our own perspective. It makes us see what is going on around us and teaches the importance of other living beings. Empathy 
allows us to open our eyes to the world around us and understand it from an extent that we couldn’t see by only observing our own thoughts and behaviors. Empathy 
makes us wiser, kinder and it makes us stronger. Having access to that can only help us be better people now and in the long run. Empathy helps evolve us into a better 
version of ourselves.
From Capital Area District Library Stockbridge

Over 400 people have signed up for 
the Read Woke Challenge so far! 
Photo provided by CADL Stockbridge

by Head Librarian Sherri McConnell
A reoccurring theme in current events is 

diversity and inclusion. Among library staff that 
includes authors and book topics. To encourage 
community conversations in areas like poverty, 
social justice and Hispanic American voices, 
CADL is sponsoring the Read Woke Challenge 
now through Oct. 31. Read books from three 
of the 10 available categories and earn a prize. 
Read from more categories and be entered into 
drawings for books, T-shirts and tote bags. You 

can sign up for the challenge at cadl.org/woke.
Also in October, CADL will move to a new level of service! What does that 

mean? Since June we have offered contactless pickup, and Stockbridge has kept us 
busy filling requests for books, movies, and Take & Make story, craft and science 
kits. Now we are planning to offer limited access to our in-branch computers, 
available by appointment. As I write this article not all details have been worked out, 
so check cadl.org to find the developed information.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge branch is located at 200 Wood St. 
For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 

Update on Amethyst: Our local, wandering,
rare whooping crane

Amethyst "went to Michigan, 
then flew across Lake Michigan 
and was in Wisconsin for a bit, 
then flew back to Michigan 
and was last seen in Saginaw 
County this spring," according 
to the International Crane 
Foundation. Photo courtesy of 
local resident and photographer 
Dave Alsobrooks.

by Suzi Greenway
After reading SCN's story in July on Amethyst, 

one of four rare whooping cranes who summers 
in Michigan, local reader Suzi Greenway grew 
concerned that she hadn't seen Amethyst this 
year. Greenway wrote to the International Crane 
Foundation. 

"I am looking for information on 72-17 named 
Amethyst. He has spent two previous summers in 
my area of White Oak Township, Ingham County, 
Michigan, 2018 and 2019. Amethyst would at times 
feed in the field behind my house or across the street, 
and in surrounding fields in an area of about 5 miles. 
I have not seen him at all this year and am concerned 
as to where he is. We rather love him in our area! He 
usually was seen with three or four other Sandhill 

Cranes, or with a larger group after harvest of wheat and soybean fields."
Good news. Hillary Thompson, North America Program Crane Analyst, 

responded: "72-17 [Amethyst] was moving all over the place this spring. 
See Amethyst on page 5.
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Accepting

New

Patients

Because Everyone Deserves
a Beautiful Smile

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Our Stockbridge location:
 100 West Main Street

  517-851-8008

 

      For more
    information,
  call Suzi at
517-851-7437.

The Open Air Market

Items: apples, squash, potatoes, garlic,
onions, eggplant, cabbage, frozen meat, eggs,

honey, cheese, maple syrup, cookies, pies,
bread, baked goods, dried herbs, soaps,

candles, herbal items, art, kettle corn, etc.

  Our Market is 
 Your Hometown 
Food Source!

Look for details of the Winter 
Indoor Market soon

OCTOBER 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 ~ 4 to 7 pm

10th

Season

The Founders of Waterloo Area Historical Society (Part 2)
by Arlene Kaiser
The following is a continuation of the September arti-

cle. There is so much to tell of these inspiring people who 
founded the Waterloo Area Historical Society that it was 
impossible to keep it to one article. 

Carl and Edna Burklund saw the potential of a real, 
working museum. In Harriet Beckwith’s words, “Their 
special knowledge, philosophies, and talents to the res-
toration of the Realy Farm helped us all to avoid pitfalls 
that would have left us with just another collection of 
‘old things’ under an old patched roof.” 

When the Dewey School was given to the Historical 
Society, Edna Burklund was instrumental in assuring that 
it would be used as a real teaching experience for urban 

Sign posted out front announcing the “Future 
Home of the Waterloo Historical Society Farm 
Museum.” Photo circa 1962, provided by the 
Waterloo Area Historical Society (WAHS)
school children. She also insisted we find a log house to stand on museum property. These original 
homes of pioneer families were common sights during her childhood.

Milton and Bessie Barber lived in the homestead of Great-Grandfather John Barber, purchased 
from the government in 1835. Milton worked the farm and fished Merkle Lake, which borders the 
homestead. He became very interested in restoring the old Realy place that stood across the road 
from his home on Waterloo-Munith Road. In early years, Bessie taught school at one-room schools, 
including the Parks School, just west of the farm. Completely devoted to her teaching career, she 
worked for 22 years at the Katz Elementary School in Munith. Milt, Bessie, and their daughter Ruth 
Ann would spend several days on Merkle Lake in their little log cabin, punctuated with twice daily 
trips up the lane to do chores. 

Bessie also belonged to the Waterloo Needlework Club. She spent many hours across the road at 
the Waterloo Farm Museum, serving in any capacity needed to ensure the museum was maintained 
in proper fashion. On her last visit to the Museum at Christmas Open House, she commented, “I 
remember coming here many times when I was young. Sophia (Realy) always invited us to help take 
down the Christmas tree. It was a very sad occasion for Sophia because she loved the decorations so. 
She always served hot chocolate and cookies when we were finished. You know, the Realys brought 
their ornaments with them when they came from Germany. The tree was covered with ornaments; 
you could hardly see the needles and branches!”

See Waterloo on page 12.
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Rural perspectives
Article and photo by Rose Collison
Walking sticks are long and slow-moving insects 

that look like sticks, twigs or branches. Males tend to be 
smaller than females. The colors are usually brown and 
green, but may be gray or shades of red. Males usually 
have wings, but females are most likely wingless.

The American walking stick is slender and shiny with 
long antennae. The adult male is 2 to 3 inches long with 
bands of color, while the adult female is 4 to 5 inches 

long. Stick insects are herbivorous, eating only plants and vegetation. They eat 
berries, vines and leaves. They feed at night.

Stick insects protect themselves by remaining motionless for hours. 
Sometimes, they gently sway back and forth like a small branch blown in the 
wind. They hold their legs tightly along the body so they look like a stick or 
twig. Other defense tactics include using unpleasant smells, noises, postures, 
protective coloration, and sharp spines on the legs.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison 
joined the board of Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer 
photographer and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken 
have lived in the area for a number of years.

Amethyst page 3
He went to Michigan, then flew across Lake Michigan and was in Wisconsin for 

a bit, then flew back to Michigan and was last seen in Saginaw County this spring. 
His GPS transmitter has stopped working, so I don't know if he's still in Saginaw 
County, but he was there in mid-May. Hopefully he will turn up soon! You can 
read more about him here if you like: http://www.bringbackthecranes.org/class-
of-2017/#72-17

Stockbridge trails don’t groom themselves

David Mancini keeps the trails open behind the high school, from the connector behind the 
warehouse to the apple orchard. Clair Risner’s grooming focus has been on the trails in 
the Beckwith Preserve. Image excerpted from “Let’s Walk Stockbridge” brochure, Stockbridge 
Community Pathways

David Mancini also grooms the school 
trails from Heritage to Smith, which 
includes ensuring they’re ready for the 
annual 5K race that takes place during 
Day in the Village celebrations. Image 
excerpted from “Let’s Walk Stockbridge” 
brochure, Stockbridge Community 
Pathways

by Mary Jo David
If the activity and vehicles at the trailheads 

are any indication, trails around Stockbridge 
have become quite popular, and people are 
getting out and enjoying nature a lot more. 

But trails don’t groom themselves. 
Thankfully, three local residents of 
Stockbridge—Clair and Linda Risner and 
David Mancini—share a strong appreciation 
for nature and go above and beyond to keep 
some of the local trails groomed.

Clair Risner and wife Linda have 
enjoyed the local trails for many years. As a 
runner, Clair has spent considerable time on 
the Lakelands Trail and knows parts of it like 
the back of his hand. Years back, he did some 
maintenance work on that trail, but most of 
his grooming focus for the past eight years or 
more has been on the trails in the Beckwith 
Preserve. 

“A few times a year, I take my power weed whip out and work on the 
Conservancy trails, and Linda spends even more time pulling weeds while she’s 
walking the trails,” Clair said.

Their interest in helping with the trails began from using the Beckwith Preserve 
trails and meeting people from local and outside groups who help maintain them. 
The Risners are always happy when they come across others using the trails for 
recreation. Clair mentioned that “even the cross-country teams are using the trails 
to run on.” 

See Trail on page 12.
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Think you know the area? Each month, SCN 
photographer Rose Collison is selecting a mystery 
location within Stockbridge School District. Names 
of readers who correctly identify the subject of the 
photo will be entered into a drawing, and one overall 
winner will be selected.

October's winner will receive two $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift cards since 

October's ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

there was no winner for September's Where's Waldo. 
Thank you to Farmers State Bank.

To participate, enter your best guess as to 
the subject of the photo along with your name, 
address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynewsgmail.com or snail mail to 

Recognize the subject of this picture and 
its location? Enter to win two $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift 
cards. Photo credit Rose Collison

Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated to postmarked no 
later than Oct. 8.

Only entries through email or snail mail will 
be accepted. No Facebook or website comments 
will be entered in the drawing.
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by Jenna Chapman
Leaves are changing and temperatures are dropping; what better time to look up a good book? Fall is my favorite time of year! I could 

read books that remind me of this season all the time, but there is something special about pairing my reads with the colors on the trees. 
Whether your taste leans toward pumpkin spice or spooky, I hope you’ll find a new book in the list below.

Lovecraft Country by Matt Ruff
Let’s start with something supernatural to get us into the spooky mood. You may have heard of Lovecraft Country as a new HBO 

series, but did you know it’s based on a cult classic novel by Matt Ruff? The main characters in this book face both real-life monsters and 
supernatural ones as army veteran Atticus sets out to search for his missing father. The tale twists around family history and examines the 
world at large alongside otherworldly threats. 

Talking As Fast As I Can by Lauren Graham
If you’re a Gilmore Girls fan, the changing colors brings you to Stars Hollow. And while you can’t actually get a coffee at Luke’s Diner, 

In keeping with the season: An autumn reading list

Jenna Chapman

reading Lorelei’s (Lauren Graham’s) account of the behind-the-scenes filming of the show and its recent reboot is the next best thing. Graham shares what it was like to 
star in a show without knowing if it would become a success and the lessons she’s learned about careers and relationships that can apply to any reader. 

Where’d You Go Bernadette by Maria Semple 
The characters and the Pacific Northwest setting make this story a cozy one. My favorite part of this book is the way so much of it is told through letters and emails. 

Bee, our intelligent, 15-year-old main character, is collecting all these documents trying to piece together why her mom—Bernadette—disappeared and where she could 
be. Bee knows her mom is a little eccentric, and even though her dad keeps telling her that what happened wasn’t her fault, Bee is determined to solve this mystery.

Real Life by Brandon Taylor
Autumn brings “back to school” vibes, and this book, set on a Midwest college campus, is perfect to pair with some apple cider or a pumpkin doughnut. A recent 

nominee for the Booker Prize, first-time author Brandon Taylor writes about biochemistry student Wallace who is far away, physically and mentally, from his hometown 
in Alabama. Wallace grapples with opening up to his friends on campus and with his community. This is a book that examines what it is like to overcome private battles.

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
This is a classic worth revisiting, especially if you only skimmed it in English class. Plus, if you’re missing large parties right now, it might be nice to be transported 

back to the Roaring '20s. This book is about socialite Jay Gatsby who throws huge parties at his mansion, but no one really knows him or how he made his money. 
He unexpectedly befriends his neighbor, Nick Carraway, who lives in a tiny house next door. While I believe the theme of the book is miscommunication, the bigger 
metaphors are what make this a classic. 

Midnight Sun by Stephenie Meyer 
Remember how obsessed people were with the Twilight series when it first came out? Bella Swan fell in love with vampire Edward Cullen and his “vegetarian” 

family (who only drink animal blood.) Get ready to jump back into that world with the recent release of Midnight Sun, which tells the story from Edward’s perspective 
rather than Bella’s. It’s another spooky-ish story for fall, and what better time to read about vampires? 

Jenna Chapman is a Stockbridge High School graduate who loves curling up with a book or listening to an audiobook on evening walks around her neighborhood in 
Chicago. Look for more reading suggestions on the book blog she and her partner co-author at instagram.com/neverdogear. 
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Superintendent's Desk
Dear SCS Families and Community:
I wanted to share with you some thoughts about how our district may handle a positive COVID-19 case from either a staff member or 

student. First of all, any decisions made for the district will involve close communication and direction from the County Health Department.
The Health Department will assist us in determining whether the COVID-19 positive case is isolated and not considered ongoing 

transmission within the school building or district. If it is determined that the COVID-19 case is not linked to ongoing transmission within 
the school, then generally in-person instruction can continue. However, we may have to close the school building or the district for the day to 
finish contact tracing and for additional cleaning.

If ongoing transmission is determined within the school building and district, then an appropriate pause will take place for in-person 
learning in the school building or district for a period of time to be determined. We have seen both scenarios in our region for positive 
COVID-19 cases with other school districts. The good news is the County Health Department will help lead us to determine our pathway for 

Karl Heidrich

an appropriate pause for in-person instruction in the event of a positive case.
With the help of the Health Department, we will continue to monitor the data for the four counties in which Stockbridge Community Schools encompasses. The 

guidance is very consistent across the counties and all County Health Departments have been extremely helpful regarding these matters.
In other news, all of our buildings are now offering in-person and online learning opportunities for our students and we are excited to be at this point. It is hard to 

believe that we are already over a month into the school year.
As we continue on this journey we will continue to find ways to improve our online learning platforms and communication with our parents and students. We know 

there will continue to be barriers to learning and as educators we will continue to find ways to overcome those obstacles. We will continue to work every day to find an 
educational pathway to overcome any challenges before us.

Thank you for your support, patience, and collaboration during these unique times. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any questions or concerns at any 
time.

Go Panthers!
Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich

Consider adopting 
a family or 

individual this 
Christmas through 

Stockbridge 
Community 

Outreach 
Visit the Outreach website or Facebook or call 517-851-7285.
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CENTURY 21®

Affillated

LUCAS CAIRNS
REALTOR®

Cell: 517.490.3321
Office: 517.888.0050

Email: lcairns@c21affiliated.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Superintendent Stockbridge Community Schools
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Ground Chicken Lettuce Cups

Prep time: 10 Minutes Cook time: 15 Minutes

In a large skillet, heat 1 tbsp of the oil over medium heat. 
Add the onion and cook until translucent, 3 to 5 minutes. 
Add the garlic and cook for 1 to 2 minutes, until fragrant. 

Add the ground chicken and cook, breaking up the meat 
with a wooden spatula as it browns, about 5 minutes. 
Season with a dash of salt and pepper.

In a small bowl, whisk together the soy sauce, Sriracha, 
sugar, vinegar, ginger and remaining 1 tbsp oil. Stir the 
sauce into the meat and let that cook for 3 to 5 minutes to 
blend the flavors.

Fill each lettuce leaf with a scoop of filling and top with 
scallions.

Recipe from Just Feed Me by Jessie James Decker

Makes 6 Servings

• 2 tbsp olive oil
• 1/2 cup diced yellow onion
• 2 cloves garlic, minced
• 1 lb ground chicken
• Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper
• 1/4 cup reduced-sodium soy sauce
• 1 tbsp Sriracha, or to taste
• 1 tbsp cane sugar
• 1 tbsp rice vinegar
1/2 teaspoon grated fresh ginger
6 green leaf lettuce leaves
2 scallions, sliced

Sponsored by

Jessica Martell describes a first day of school 
with remote teaching 

High school English teacher 
Jessica Martell. Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
As this unique year continues on to autumn, the coronavirus still plays 

a part in daily activities. One of the most difficult challenges during the 
pandemic is getting children safely back to school.

In Stockbridge, the 2020-21 school year opened Aug. 24 with online 
learning from teachers for all students at home for two weeks. Students 
will return throughout September by grade to in-person learning for four 
days a week.

Jessica Martell, a Stockbridge High School English teacher who started 
her 14th year with the district this year, described the unusual day as "the 
weirdest first day of my life."

 "The last month, several months really, was about just making it to this 
point," she said. "I never once took a moment to consider what it would 
feel like."

Still, the experienced teacher felt the happiness and excitement of the 
upcoming year.

"As I saw both new and familiar faces stream into my google Meet, I had to consciously hold 
myself back from acting like the over-excited kid at the aquarium who taps on the glass like a 
maniac," she said.

"I was incredibly happy to see their sleepy little grumpy faces at 8 a.m. this morning," she 
continued. "I wanted to let them know I saw them. Each one of them. And the entire world of 
potential brimming in all of their bright little eyes."

But that’s the difference between online and in-person, Martell said. 
"Online allows safety and flexibility, but there is a lot less time for the hundreds of little 

intangible confidence boosters teachers throw around every day with targeted smiles and nods and 
thumbs up gestures," the teacher said.

"Without the face time to do all that, the day just felt kind of… empty."
 Yet, the first day did have at least one unexpected surprise.
"On the flip side, one girl showed up early to our Meet so she could show me her cat. That 

doesn’t happen in person," she said. 
We are fortunate as a community to have such dedicated teachers in Stockbridge Community 

Schools. While it sounds like there is a mixed bag of emotions beginning this school year, we can 
count on teachers to do their best and make it work for the safety of the students. We can all hope 
teachers and students thrive as they learn in this new way during this pandemic year! 
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Gentle Reins Farm
Horseback Riding... 
and Driving too
16250 Bowdish Rd. 
Stockbridge

734-730-2164www.gentlereinsfarm.com  

Healthy Nails Manicures &
Pedicures

SPECIAL CARE TO SENIORS & DISABLED

Margaret Turner
734-498-3585 or 734-709-3827

Available at Hairworks II
Gregory, MI

Cash • Checks • Credit Cards

Tragedy page 1
His wife, Francine Hughes, was hysterical when she arrived at the front gate of the Ingham County Jail 

stating, “I did it, I did it. I set the house on fire with my husband sleeping in bed." 
She took the action after years of abuse by Mickey Hughes and was acquitted at her October 1977 trial. 

Her story would be told first as a book and later in 1984 as "The Burning Bed," a TV movie starring Farrah 
Fawcett. 

One woman's choice touched off change, gathering and uniting the unheard voices of abused women 
across the nation. Domestic violence laws began to change, almost overnight. These laws included events and 
changes that led to this writer’s placement within the foster care system for a short time after the trial ended. 
While nothing I experienced or recall compares to that of my cousins, the pain the family endured from this 
historic tragedy and the effects left in its wake, often go overlooked. 

This tragic local event on March 9, 1977, not only marked a change in domestic violence laws, but left a 
lasting legacy within my family and personal life as well.

'The Burning Bed'
On Oct. 8, 1984, people spent their prime time viewing Farrah Fawcett in her most dramatic role in "The 

Burning Bed." My mother, father and I tuned in to an emotional remembrance of that tragic night.
"The Burning Bed" portrays many aspects of my family life. Family members felt within it there were 

truths, half-truths and some blatant lies because of Hollywood and media sensationalism. 
One thing was undisputed — the suffering of the woman and children within the family. This suffering was 

unrestricted to the children involved. Alcoholism, abuse, neglect and poverty affected the family as well.
“Where do you go with six kids? There wasn't any place to go back then!” Esta Cole, this writer’s mother 

and the sister of Mickey Hughes speaks out on the record. She's not speaking on the abuse and situation of her 
brother, but the abuse at the hand of her husband, my father.

Interest remains decades later
James “Jimmy” Hughes shares his chilling account with Scott Michaels of the "New Yorker: Retro Report 

The Domestic Violence Case That Turned Outrage into Reaction" a mini-documentary released August 2020 
and viewable on YouTube.

“My dad was really punching her that night. Really bloodied her up bad that night," Jimmy Hughes says. 
"And my mom decided she’d had enough. She put us in the car, went back in the house. Came back out in a 
rush, crying, all us kids are screaming, and I remember looking back, just like this (as he gestures in a recent 
mini-documentary), and seeing flames through the trees. And that’s how it began.”

Christy speaks out 
The eldest of the Hughes children, Christy Hughes, agreed to speak on record for the first time in over four 

decades.
“I remember wanting to block everything: Reporters that came to call after that, my Grandma Hazel 

(Francine's mother) complaining, people and children at school, with all those factors, I just started to block 
everything,” Christy Hughes said.

She now admits as an adult she has a hard time remembering some parts. So I keep my questions respectful 
and brief, reminding her to only answer what she felt comfortable in sharing.

Q. In the book and movie "The Burning Bed" your mother, Francine, is reported to say she wanted to leave 
your father Mickey after a car accident that almost killed him. In response, Francine said, “How could I leave, 
what would the kids think if I walked away and left him now?”

A. “Thank God!” 
Q. As a grown woman now yourself with a child, would you have handled yourself differently?
A. “Raising a daughter in the '70s with an abuser was not the same. No, it wouldn't have been the same, 

you know. The person who is the receptor of abuse needs to be separated from the abuser, I believe. Not 
always so easy, and we have resources for that now.”

Q. Do you feel there could have been a different outcome?
A. “Should have and have ought to be. If there were some laws in place then, (as) there is now, no one 

would have died, namely my dad.”
Coming in November: Part II: How domestic violence laws have changed in the last four decades. 
Reporter's Note: Some events are firsthand accounts, family accounts and statements within the "New 

Yorker: Retro Report The Domestic Violence Case That Turned Outrage into Reaction," viewable at: www.
retroreport.org/video/the-case-that-changed-how-the-country-thought-about-domestic-violence/.

How to find help
An average of 1 in every 4 women and 1 in every 10 men experience some form of domestic violence, 

according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. It's also known as intimate partner violence. In 
many cases, men are even less likely to report the assault.
• Call 911 if you are in immediate danger.
 • Michigan Domestic Violence Resources can be found at:
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233). toll free, 24 hours

Ingham County
Lansing - EVE/End Violent Encounters
Phone: 517-372-5976 Crisis: 517-372-5572
Website: www.eveInc.org

Jackson County
Jackson - Aware Inc.
Phone: 517-783-1638 Crisis: 517-783-2861
Website: www.awareshelter.org

Livingsotn County
Howell - LACASA
Phone: 517-548-1350 Crisis: 313-522-2725
Website: www.lacasacenter.org

Washtenaw County
Ann Arbor - DV Project/SafeHouse Center
Phone: 734-973-0242 Crisis: 734-995-5444
Website: www.safehousecenter.org

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea celebrates 50 
years in the community

On Sept. 21, 2020, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea celebrated 50 
years of serving the Chelsea community. The hospital, which first 
opened its doors on September 21, 1970, has grown significantly 
in recent years, moving from an independent hospital to a 
member of Saint Joseph Mercy Health System, to a joint venture 
between Saint Joseph Mercy Health System and Michigan 
Medicine. 

"Despite our rapid growth, our mission and core values remain 
the same as the first day we opened," said Nancy Graebner, 
president of St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. "We are a steadfast 
presence in our community, committed to serving the medical 
needs of those most vulnerable, while providing them with high-
quality, compassionate care."

The history of St. Joe's Chelsea began in the 1960s when Dr. 
Michael Papo co-founded the Chelsea Medical Clinic. The clinic 
sought to ensure that Chelsea, an underserved, rural community, 
had access to quality health care. The clinic eventually led to the 
creation of a full-service acute care hospital, Chelsea Community 
Hospital, despite being located in a small community surrounded 
by two large health systems.

"We would be remiss if we did not recognize the many 
accomplishments of Will Johnson, Chelsea Community Hospital's 
first CEO," said Graebner. "Will's steady hand guided this small 
community hospital during its infancy and his contributions 
are many. After Will's retirement, Kathleen Griffiths took over 
the helm as CEO and continued to successfully implement 
new services and programs. I am truly blessed to follow in the 
footsteps of these two great leaders who preceded me."
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The backstory is as impressive as the renovations themselves. 
Last June, Chief of Police Johnnie Torres Jr. was approached by Girl Scout Troop 30731 about doing 

something to make the school crosswalk safer for students and to spruce it up in the process. 
“The Girl Scouts first brought the idea to their parents,” Torres said, “who then wisely directed them to 

their community leaders at the Township and Village of Stockbridge.” When they reached out to Torres, 
they asked if he might know anyone who could help. 

“I contacted representatives from the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) and told them 
about the girls’ idea,” Torres said. “I asked that the intersection be evaluated to see if any improvements 
could be made.”

MDOT officials immediately recognized the importance of nurturing the initiative of the girls in 
the troop, he added. MDOT representatives came to Stockbridge on several occasions and met with 
community leaders and made plans to fuse two already-planned projects together with the desired crosswalk 
improvements. The results speak for themselves. 

“This is so helpful in making our community safer for walkers, especially for children going to school,” 
said Molly Howlett, village president.

“Credit goes first and foremost to Ellie Creps, Mia Wilson and Madison Rusnock, plus their parents 
Sonja Creps and Amanda Partin for taking the initiative to try and make their community a better, safer 
place,” Torres said, and he expressed appreciation to community leaders from the Village of Stockbridge 
and Stockbridge Township for their role in seeing the project come to fruition. 

“I want to thank MDOT officials, especially Miranda Spare,” Torres said, “for seeing how important 
this was not only for the Girl Scouts but for the overall safety of our students and citizens who use this 
intersection to traverse our village. What a team effort!” 

“Congratulations Ellie, Mia, and Madison,” Torres said. “You did it!” He encouraged all residents
to stay safe.

Crosswalk page 1

“Credit goes first and foremost to Ellie Creps, Mia 
Wilson and Madison Rusnock, plus their parents Sonja 
Creps and Amanda Partin for taking the initiative to try 
and make their community a better, safer place,” Chief 
of Police Johnnie Torres Jr. said. Photo credit 
Rose Collison

“I contacted representatives from the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) and told them 
about the girls’ idea,” Torres said. “I asked that the 
intersection be evaluated to see if any improvements 
could be made.” Photo credit Rose Collison
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His favorite parts of the Beckwith Preserve are from the parking lot on Michigan 106 back 
toward the northwest, with its large pine tree section, and also the path that runs along Portage 
Creek. 

“I have lots of memories from when I used to swim that creek when I was a kid way back!” 
Risner recalled with a chuckle.

We can thank David Mancini for helping to keep the trails open behind the high school, from 
the connector behind the warehouse to the apple orchard. He also works on the school trails from 
Heritage to Smith. 

Using his own riding mower, grass blower, and chain saw, Mancini has been working on the 
trails, weekly in the summer and biweekly in the winter, for about 10 years. He comes by this 
volunteer work naturally—his day job is spent working in nature preservation for Washtenaw 
County. 

 “Early on, my daughter’s biology class would use the natural area behind Stockbridge High 
School. She came home and talked about what a nice area it was. But it needed work. I figured I’d 
work on it, so the bio class could focus on schoolwork instead of clearing.”

Generally, Mancini focuses on keeping the trails cleared—cutting grass, sawing trees off the trail, 
and even helping pick up trash. “When we got some donated wood, I also added some duck boxes, 
and I put in a rustic boardwalk behind the high school as well as an in-ground picnic table with 
benches.”

Mancini believes that trail usage has definitely increased over the past few years. He often 
notices kids using the path boardwalks before and after school and during the summer. He enjoys 
occasionally catching sight of kids doing their homework at the in-ground table.

Trail page 5

Norman and Margaret Topping were respected area farmers and founders of 
Hickory Ridge Farm Dairy. They were born and raised in the Plainfield and Stock-
bridge areas respectively.

Being founding members of the Waterloo Area Historical Society involved 
many days of working on the Realy farm. Margaret really enjoyed the Farm Mu-
seum and helped furnish the house. She was much loved for her humor, her caring 
ways, and her words of wisdom, such as, “If you can’t say anything nice about 
somebody, don’t say anything at all.”

To be continued.

Waterloo page 4

Asked about his favorite section of trail in Stockbridge, Mancini described the 
pond area behind the high school. He’s impressed by the good condition of the 
natural wetlands in that area, considering how close it is to human activity. “I’ve 
seen Blanding’s turtles back there, even a couple females. If they’re breeding, that’s 
good because I think they’re considered an endangered species.”

Sibling rivalry during 2020 youth hunt

Article and photos by Stephen Vliet
Timothy and Elizabeth are Stockbridge High School students who had a little sibling rivalry 

going into the youth hunt. 
Elizabeth (pictured above right) got her first deer Saturday evening and was really excited. 
Then her older brother Timothy (pictured above left) had to go out Sunday morning and bag a 

bigger buck!.
Fun times around the house. Haha!

Reminder: SCN's policy on 
publishing political advertising 
and announcements

SCN Board-adopted 8/1/2018
“Given SCN’s mission to help build a stronger, 

healthier community through consistent, quality com-
munications, it is our policy to remain neutral on po-
litical campaign activity. While we seek to encourage 
residents to vote, we shall neither support nor oppose 
any political party or candidate for public office. While 
we appreciate all letters to the editor, we must re-
spectfully decline to publish submissions of a political 
nature. However, SCN will accept paid political adver-
tisements, subject to our review and approval. These 
advertisements shall be titled “Paid Political Announce-
ment.” All are subject to SCN’s review and approval. 
When questionable as to whether an advertisement is 
political, the SCN board will decide by majority vote.”
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Fall page 1

1. Visit a pumpkin patch, cider mill, or corn maze
Many traditional fall activities will still happen this year, but with strict safety procedures in place. Outdoor activities are a great way to spend autumn weekends. 

Most places will require masks when social distancing is not possible outside, but you can still enjoy your quality family time picking pumpkins or finding your way out 
of a corn maze. The following is a list of just some of the local places open for the season: Gee Farms, Pregitzer Farm Market, Dexter Cider Mill, Wiard’s Orchard (the 
orchard’s website recommends purchasing tickets ahead of time to ensure availability), Uncle John’s Cider Mill, and Young’s Orchard. This is by no means a complete 
list, but rather places we are aware of that are open. Wherever you visit, call or check the website/social media accounts in advance to find out their COVID-19 safety 
requirements.

2. Decorate for fall/carve pumpkins
Stockbridge Light Pole Decorating is back! For a $20 donation, you can decorate a light pole in downtown Stockbridge to help local charities. Residents pay $1 to 

vote on each pole they like best. Contest winners choose a local organization to benefit from the proceeds. 
If decorating a light pole isn’t your thing, you can still decorate your house to get in the fall spirit! Visit a local farm or pumpkin patch and grab some mums and 

pumpkins to set out on your porch. Spend an evening with family or friends (while social distancing or wearing a mask) and carve a pumpkin. You’ll be surprised just 
how much fun you’ll have and all of the nostalgic memories that flood in from your childhood. Post pictures on social media of your adventures and decorations to 
brighten other people’s days during this difficult time.

3. Have a fall family movie night
Whether you have kids or not, who doesn’t love a movie night? If you’re a Hocus Pocus fanatic like me (I’m really the fourth Sanderson Sister), now is the time to 

binge-watch your favorite fall/Halloween movies. The Disney+ streaming platform has some classic Halloween movies available to stream, including Hocus Pocus, 
Twitches 1&2, Halloweentown 1-4 and The Nightmare Before Christmas. Freeform’s (formerly known as ABC family) 31 nights of Halloween schedule begins Oct. 1 
with classics like Beetlejuice, Casper, The Addams Family, and Hotel Transylvania (full schedule available at Facebook.com/31NightsofHalloweenTV). And to all of my 

Knotted Dinner Rolls. Photo credit 
finecooking.com

muggle friends, Harry Potter is always a good movie marathon option.
4. Try out some new recipes
With Thanksgiving and Christmas just around the corner (I know, you don’t even want to think about it yet…) now is the perfect 

time to start practicing new recipes. The days are getting shorter, and the weather is getting colder, so the next time you find yourself 
stuck inside on a cold, rainy day, try making these knot rolls. They are a family-favorite at the Thanksgiving dinner table, and they can 
be placed in the freezer, half-baked, to store until the holidays.

For the full recipe, visit https://www.finecooking.com/recipe/knotted-dinner-rolls.
5. Read a great book
To many, nothing is better than curling up on the couch with a blanket and a great book on a cold, fall day. Adding a crackling fire 

and a cup of coffee or hot apple cider can lead to hours of contentment. If you need some great book recommendations, check out An 
Autumn reading list on Page 7 from Jenna Chapman on the best books to read this fall season.

6. Take A fall scenic drive
Fall is a wonderful time to take a drive throughout our beautiful state. The Fall Color Tours offer truly breathtaking experiences, and the Pure Michigan campaign 

has a list of tours available in every region of the state. So whether you want to visit every stop on the tour, or just a few, there is a tour available for you. For more 
information on the tours, visit www.michigan.org/article/trip-idea/fall-color-tours.

7. Go camping
From Copper Harbor to Gregory, Mich., you’ll find some beautiful state and private campgrounds during the fall season. Changing leaves and chilly nights make for 

perfect camping weather. Whether you have a tent or a fifth-wheel RV, camping offers a great way to get outside and enjoy nature while social-distancing and keeping 
safe. Below is a list of state and private campgrounds throughout Michigan that my family loves during the fall (or anytime of the year, really).

Bruin Lake Campground: Located in nearby Gregory, this beautiful state park is a great family getaway. Catering to both tenters and RVs, Bruin Lake is the perfect 
destination for a quick weekend vacation during the fall. This 161-campsite location offers modern camping with seasonal bathhouses, a sanitation station, electricity, 
playground, beach, and fishing pier. Bruin Lake Campground is open this season through November. For more information, visit https://www.michigan.org/property/
bruin-lake-campground.

Hartwick Pines State Park: With over 9,000 acres, Hartwick Pines is one of Michigan’s largest state parks. Located northeast of Grayling, the campground’s 
rolling hills overlook the valley of the East Branch of the AuSable River, and the 49-acre forest of old-growth pines gives the park its name. Offering a visitor center, 
Old Growth Forest Foot Trail, a boat launch, cabins and lodging, a fishing pier, bathhouses, a picnic area, and a playground among other amenities, Hartwick Pines 
Campground is the perfect location for nature-lovers. Depending on when you travel, you might even be in for a spooky treat during the park’s Halloween Weekends. For 
more information, visit https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/parksandtrails/Details.aspx?id=453&type=SPRK.

Tahquamenon Falls during fall. Photo from reddit.com

Camp Turkeyville RV Resort: In Marshall, Camp Turkeyville is the perfect camping spot for families. Located on 
14 acres, the modern facility offers full hookup and cement patios on all sites, two pools (one for tiny tots and one for 
adults and older children), immaculate bathhouses, a general store, an old-fashioned ice cream parlour, free Wi-Fi, a 
playground, laundry facility, restaurant, and dinner theatre. Almost every weekend at Camp Turkeyville offers events 
and activities for the whole family. For more information, visit https://www.campturkeyville.com.

Tahquamenon Falls State Park: Encompassing nearly 50,000 acres and stretching 13 miles, Tahquamenon 
Falls State Park is one of the most beautiful places in Michigan. Between the Upper Falls (one of the largest east of 
Mississippi) and Lower Falls, the trails, and the Tahquamenon Falls Brewery and Pub, this park has something exciting 
for every member of your family. The changing colors of the fall makes for a truly breathtaking vacation. Camping is 
offered all year long, so the falls can be enjoyed during the long winter months, too, if you are brave enough to face the 
bitter chill. For more information, visit https://www.michigan.org/property/tahquamenon-falls-state-park.

What activities are you and your family most looking forward to during this fall season? Let us know at www.
Facebook.com/StockbridgeCommunityNews.com.
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  Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a 
fee.
 · Marlene O. Ramsdell - died August 15, 2020 - Stockbridge 
 · Chita Kunzelman - died August 23, 2020 - Gregory
 · Bronislaw J. Zonca - died August 29, 2020 - Stockbridge
 · Ronald Edward Thomas "Ronnie" - died August 30, 2020 - Gregory
 · Matthew James Burdick - died September 1, 2020 - Gregory
 · Verlin Ray Thomas - died September 12, 2020 - Munith
 · Patrick Edward Monaghan - died September 13, 2020 - Munith

Death Notices

Obituaries
Chita Kunzelman

Chita Kay Kunzelman (pictured in the middle with her kids), Sept. 25, 1946 to Aug. 23, 2020.
Chita Kay Kunzelman, age 73, of Gregory, MI, passed away peacefully while 

surrounded by her family on August 23, 2020. Chita was born in Stockbridge, 
MI on September 25, 1946 to Kenneth and Mona Moeckel. She was married on 
February 15, 1969 to Duane Kunzelman, and he survives. She was an amazing 
wife, mother, sister, aunt, grandmother, and friend. She worked at Stockbridge 
High School, and in later years she was a sterilization technician at Chelsea 
Hospital, McPherson Hospital, and Foote Hospital. In addition, Chita was a 
member of the Women’s Auxiliary of Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post 
#510. She was also active in the Stockbridge High School Alumni Association. 
Her greatest joys of all were her boys and her grandchildren. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Kenneth and Mona Moeckel, sister, Suzelle Nottingham, 
brother-in-law, Steven Williams, and father-in-law, Phillip Kunzelman. In addition 
to her husband, Chita is survived by her children, Eric (Beth ) Kunzelman and 
Kenneth (Kristina ) Kunzelman, all of Gregory; her three grandchildren, Brooke 
Kunzelman, Kayden Kunzelman, and Kristopher Kunzelman; her siblings, 
Wendell (Carol ) Moeckel of Grass Lake, Tim (Wanda ) Moeckel of Tennessee, 
Kim (Linda) Moeckel of Gregory , Roxann (Dennis) Jarrell of Jackson, Sherry 
Williams of Holland, brother-in-law, James Nottingham of Stockbridge, and Betsy 
(Phil) Lewis of Stockbridge; as well as many nieces, nephews, and other relatives. 
Services are private. Expression of sympathy may be directed to the Women’s 
Auxiliary of Mackinder Glenn American Legion Post #510. Arrangements by 
Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge, www.mitchellfuneral.com.

Bronislaw J. Zonca

Bronislaw J. Zonca
Passed away Aug. 29, 2020

Bronislaw J. Zonca passed away on August 29, 
2020. He was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan 
the son of Polish immigrants. He served in the United 
States military from 1945 - 1948 and later retired from 
Ford Motor Company. He lived many years in Garden 
City, Michigan then came to love the small town of 
Stockbridge.

He is the beloved and dearest husband of Lois, 
loving father of Richard (late wife, Denise) Zonca, and 
Ronald (Connie) Zonca, surviving their mother (late 
wife, Sophie), Juan (Sarah) Florencia, Myra Florencia, 
Joseph Zonca and Glen Zonca; proud grandfather of 
seven and great-grandfather of five.

He was the dear son of the late Magdalena and Peter 
Zonca. He was preceded in death by eight brothers and 

four sisters. He is survived by his brother, Donald (Delores) Zonca.
He will truly be missed for his wonderful sense of humor and by his loving 

friends and family. Barney was a devoted Catholic and member of Sts. Cornelius 
and Cyprian Catholic Church, where he loved attending mass.

A private mass will be held at a later date. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell 
Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Ronald Edward Thomas “Ronnie”
Ronald Edward Thomas “Ronnie” was born November 13, 1933 in 

Belleville, Michigan. He passed away peacefully at his family farm in Gregory, 
where he had lived since 1944, on August 30, 2020. He loved his family, his 
“extra” kids, watching/yelling at sports, his cows, playing golf and his John Deere 
4020. 

Ronnie was a profound pundit of the English language, and he never missed an 
opportunity during a game or gathering to effortlessly articulate an awe-inspiring 
collection of expletives. He mentored several youth in the ways of farming, sports, 
fun, and swearing.

He was preceded in death by his youngest daughter, Tillie June, his parents, 
George and Alma, and his five siblings. He is survived by his wife of 50 years, 
Joan; children, Eldiva (Mark) Lathrop of Holt, George (Amy) of Gregory, Daisie 
(Wes) Scharmen of Saline, and Douglas of Gregory; nine grandchildren: Ross, 
Georgi, Lyndsie, Wyatt, Lillian, Lucille, Lyla, Gabe, and Dylen. His passing leaves 
a hole in our lives. He will be missed by all.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday, September 2, 2020 from 3-8 p.m. 
at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge. Funeral Directors follow 
current CDC recommendations for COVID-19; those attending will be instructed 
accordingly-masks must be worn.

Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge. 
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“Where kindness and excellence meet”

120 E. Main Street 
Stockbridge

517-851-8455
pauldobosdds.com
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The Panther wins annual yearbook competition
by Elizabeth Cyr
The Panther yearbook won an annual 

competition and was featured in Josten's 
Look Book. 

Celebrating the best-of-the-best 
in yearbook design and coverage, the 
Jostens Look Book is the largest and most 
comprehensive publication of its type in 
the world. The annually published Look 
Book honors the important role well-crafted 
yearbooks play in helping schools chronicle 
the experiences, stories and achievements 

most relevant to students and that academic year. A panel of judges, comprised of nationally 
recognized scholastic journalism professionals and award-winning yearbook advisers, 
carefully selected the best spreads and covers from outstanding yearbooks printed by Jostens. 
The 2020 Look Book showcases 2018 fall delivery and 2019 spring delivery yearbooks.

St. Joe’s Chelsea again recognized for high marks 
in patient experience

by Mary Jo David
For the sixth year in a row, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea has been named a 2020 Guardian 

of Excellence Award® winner by Press Ganey, a company that focuses on health care 
performance improvement. This year, St. Joe’s Chelsea has achieved the 95th percentile 
or above in Patient Experience for two of its departments: the Emergency Department and 
Inpatient Behavioral Health.

According to Nancy Graebner, president and CEO of the Chelsea hospital, “This is no 
small achievement, and we are grateful to our entire organization for the work they do each 
day to ensure that each patient receives safe, high-quality care throughout their stay with us.”

The Press Ganey Guardian of Excellence Award is a nationally recognized symbol of 
achievement in health care. This year's data was collected April 2019 through March 2020.

“The caregivers and staff of St. Joe's Chelsea touch the lives of patients and their 
families in profound ways,” said Patrick T. Ryan, chairman and chief executive officer at 
Press Ganey. “This award reflects their deep commitment to listening to the voices of their 
patients…I continue to be humbled and inspired by their heroic efforts to care for patients in 
the face of the uncertainty, stress, and fear brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.”
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PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST NOTICE
WATERLOO TOWNSHIP 9773 Mt. Hope ROAD

MUNITH, MI 49259
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Public Accuracy 
Test for the November 3, 2020 Presidential Election has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Waterloo Township Hall, 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI. 
The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to determine that the 
program and the computer being used to tabulate the results 
of the election count the votes in the manner as prescribed by 
law.

Janice Kitley, Waterloo Township Clerk

Highest Praise Worship Center backpack giveaway 2020

Highest Praise Worship Center family pictured L-R Tony and Peggy 
Prater, Pastor Wesley Starr, Phil and Kim Craft, Kathy Mayer, Zanetta 
Craft, Christina Starr, Ruth then behind Ruth are Lisa and Nick Bolton 
with their daughter Hannah. Photo credit Zanetta Craft

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Saturday Aug. 1, eager kids 

and parents, grandparents or 
guardians donned face masks 
and practiced social distancing 
while attending the Annual 
Backpack Giveaway on 
Stockbridge’s Township Square, 
hosted by the Highest Praise 
Worship Center.

“I think it’s a wonderful 
thing, especially now with so 
many hurting because of the 
COVID concerns going on. 
We have come to pretty much 
every year my girls have been in 
school. What a blessing,” shared 
attendee Sandy Long along her 
three granddaughters.

Pastor Wesley Starr and wife 
Christina could be seen strolling 
around and welcoming guests 

at a safe social distance. This year’s event distributed 150 backpacks to kids, pre-K through 12th 
grade.

“The backpack giveaway has been going on for over 10 years,” said Lisa Bolton, one of the 
event coordinators. “We feel it is a way we can love on our community with no strings attached. We 
get the backpacks and supplies through donations from our church. People give in both supplies and 
cash donations. We have had businesses participate in past years. This is a very important outreach 
for our church. Everyone gets on board and helps out because we love people and our community.”

The backpack giveaway is just one of many community events Highest Praise Worship Center 
sponsors throughout the year. Another popular event included the Christmas Stocking Giveaway on 
the Township Square in December.

“The church does wonderful things for the community, and we have a wonderful pastor. He 
and his wife care for everyone,” volunteer Zanetta Craft said when asked about participating in the 
various events hosted by the church family.

Next year’s event is already scheduled for the first Saturday in August 2021 from 11a.m. to noon 
on the Township Square in Stockbridge. Mark your calendars.
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Stockbridge Township Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes Sept. 21, 2020

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on 
September 21, 2020 at 7:30PM at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris 
Lauckner, Trustee Terry Sommer, Trustee 
Ed Wetherell Member Absent. None
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting Agenda as 
printed Lauckner Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried. 
Citizen Comments: Discussion
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Regular Board meeting minutes 
from August 17, 2020 as printed Wetherell 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Financial report as printed 
from April 1, 2020 to September 21, 2020 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Old Business
Stockbridge Township will be hosting 

a Community Clean up day on Saturday 
September 26, 2020 from 10 AM to 2 PM. 
Stockbridge Township is currently looking 
for Volunteers. Treasurer Kris Lauckner has 
information if anyone needs to recycle old 
Electronics
New Buisness
Jamie Kunzelman is asking the 

Stockbridge Township to allow her and 
volunteers to project the Stockbridge 
Panther Football games at the Stockbridge 
Township Square as long as the weather is 
dry. Jamie Kunzelman also would like to 
place a sign on the lawn for Halloween. 

Greg and Geri Uihlein were present to talk 
about running for Village President and 
Village Council 
Supervisor Lantis and Clerk Muraf meet 

with Ron Tripp about helping out with the 
Building department inspections when 
needed
Sommer motion to accept Clyde Whitaker 

bid for Derby Cemetery for 2021 at the 
same pay of 950.00 no increase at this 
time Lauckner Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Lantis motion that the Planning 

Commission start to investigate and get 
pricing bids to bring to the board to help 
update the Stockbridge Township Master 
Plan Lauckner Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Lantis motion to allow Katrina Griffith 

Stockbridge Township Zoning and Code 
Enforcement to attend the 2020 MAP class 
for a cost of $185.00 Lauckner Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Lantis motion to allow up to $300.00 

in Cider and Donuts for the Movie on 
Halloween Sommer Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Wetherell motion to allow Stockbridge 

Township Board to spend up to $450.00 on 
candy for Halloween Sommer Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Board will have 

their Annual Christmas Party on December 
12, 2020
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge 

Township Board bills in the Amount of 
$50,669.26 Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Citizen Comments: Discussion 
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Regular monthly board meeting at 
8:42PM on September 21, 2020
BM

UTPD Activity from Aug. 1-31, 2020
Saturday 8/1 - Assist EMS – Barton Rd, Follow up – 
Spears Rd
Sunday 8/2 - Assist Fire Department – Spears Rd
Monday 8/3 - Electrical Hazzard – Dexter Trail, 
Domestic – Kathryn Ct, Assist EMS – Doyle 
Rd, Suspicious Situation – Main St, Assist Fire 
Department – Unadilla Rd/Doyle Rd
Tuesday 8/4 - Animal Complaint – San Souci Ave
Wednesday 8/5 - Citizen Assist – San Luray, Animal 
Complaint – M-36
Thursday 8/6 - Assist other Agency – Hay Rake 
Hollow Ct/Bradley
Friday 8/7 - Assist EMS – Doyle Rd/Unadilla, 
Welfare Check – San Marino Ave, Noise Complaints 
– Graves Rd
Saturday 8/8 - Suspicious Situation – Bullis Rd, 
Malicious Destruction of Property – Bullis Rd, 
Suspicious Situation – Worden Rd
Sunday 8/9 - Suspicious Situation – Bullis Rd, 
Suspicious Situation – W M-36, Public Service - 
Bullis
Monday 8/10 - Animal Complaint – Plainfield Rd, 
Property Damage Accident – Gregory Market, Animal 
Complaint – Williamsville Rd, Alarm – Wasson Rd
Tuesday 8/11 - Animal Complaint – Williamsville Rd, 
Assist EMS – Cass St., Civil Complaint – San Souci 
Ave, Animal Complaint – Main St, Welfare Check – 
Dexter Trail/M-36
Wednesday 8/12 - Property Damage Accident – Doyle 
Rd-Livermore Rd, Assist other Agency – Livermore 
Rd, DHS referrals – Undisclosed location
Thursday 8/13 - ATV complaint – Kathryn Ct/M-36, 
Welfare Check – Lakelands Trail, Missing Person 
Run-a-way – Whispering Meadows Dr, Follow Up – 
Whispering Meadows Dr
Friday 8/14 - Shots Fired – Wasson Rd
Saturday 8/15 - Info-General – Wasson Rd, Animal 
Complaint – Arnold Rd
Sunday 8/16 - Suspicious Vehicle – Main St, 

Domestic Verbal – San Luray Dr
Monday 8/17 - Assist EMS – Barton Rd, Harassment – 
San Luray Dr
Tuesday 8/18 - Citizen Assist – Williamsville Rd, 
Welfare Check – Holmes Rd, Unattended Death – 
Undisclosed location, Citizen Assist – Dutton Rd/
Lakeland Trails
Wednesday 8/19 - Civil Complaint – Pleasant Dr, 
Animal Complaint – Pleasant Dr, Animal complaint – 
Williamsville Lake Rd, Fraud – Doyle Rd, Assist other 
Agency – Unadilla St
Thursday 8/20 - Operating while Impaired – Doyle Rd, 
Citizen Assist – Webb St., Motorist Assist – Spears Rd, 
Citizen Assist – Bradley Rd
Friday 8/21 - Civil Complaint – Wasson Rd, Welfare 
Check – WM-36
Saturday 8/22 - Domestic Verbal – Undisclosed 
Location, Fraud-Livermore Rd./E. Trebesh Cir.
Sunday 8/23 - Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr., 
Suspicious Situation-Kaiser Rd./Tamara Dr.
Monday 8/24 - Indecent Exposure-Location 
Undisclosed
Tuesday 8/25 - Noise Complaints-Kaiser Rd./Hadley 
Rd., Larceny-Graves Rd./Doyle Rd.
Thursday 8/27 - Hazard-Doyle Rd./Holmes Rd., 
Welfare Check-Barton Rd./Spears Rd.
Friday 8/28 - Malicious Destruction of Property-W. 
M-36/Livermore Rd., Larceny-Gregory Rd./Spears Rd., 
Assist Village of Pinckney Police Department-Main St./
Pearl St.
Saturday 8/29 - Assist other Agency-Dexter Trl./Van 
Syckle Rd., Suspicious Person-Oliver Ct./Orlando 
Dr., Suspicious Situation-Webb St./Church St., Assist 
Unadilla Township Fire Dept/Electrical Hazard-
Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir.
Sunday 8/30 - Assist EMS-E. Trebesh Cir./Livermore 
Rd., Disturbance/Trouble-San Souci Ave./San Juan Ct., 
Harassment-San Souci Ave./San Juan Ct

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Unapproved Minutes Sept. 14, 2020

Meeting called to order by President Howlett 
at 7:00 pm. Roll Call: PRESENT: President 
Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, 
Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Kim 
Morehouse, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, 
Trustee Greg Uihlein, ABSENT:Trustee Heath 
Corey; Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village 
Clerk,  John Gormley, Village Attorney, Chief 
Torres, Citizens were also present; Pledge of 
Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of 
allegiance; Approval of Agenda;MOTION by 
Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 
the September 14, 2020 agenda as amended 
to add Irrigation Lease to f. Motion carried 
unanimously Approval of Minutes MOTION by 
Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
the minutes from August 4, 2020 as amended; 
correct Chadwick Quintanilla name spelling. 
Motion carried unanimously. MOTION by 
Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
the special minutes from August 11, 2020 
as amended; correct Chadwick Quintanilla 
name spelling. Motion carried unanimously. 
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by 
Uihlein, APPROVED; the special minutes 
from August 20, 2020 as amended; correct 
Chadwick Quintanilla name spelling. Motion 
carried unanimously. Public Comment – None; 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable  
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by 
Quintanilla, APPROVED; the accounts payable 
as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Cattell, 
Mullins, Morehouse, Quintanilla, Uihlein, 
Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: Corey 
MOTION PASSED; President Report President 
Howlett updated the council on ongoing 
projects. NEW BUSINESS Police Report-Police 
Officer Wage Scale MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 

PROPOSAL #1 Police Officer wage scale as 
presented by Chief Torres. AYES: Uihlein, 
Quintanilla, Morehouse, Mullins, Cattell, Howlett 
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED 

MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED; PROPOSAL #2 Police Officer 
Holiday Pay Out as presented by Chief Torres 
AYES: Mullins, Morehouse, Quintanilla, Uihlein, 
Cattell, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: Corey 
MOTION PASSED; Cross-Connection MOTION 
by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Howlett, 
APPROVED; to table the Cross-Connection 
Proposal. Motion carried unanimously. Village 
of Clinton Proposal MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; expresses 
interest in participation, but not making any 
commitment of funds.Motion carried unanimously 
DDA Rules and Procedures MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the 
Rules and Procedures as presented by the SDDA. 
Motion carried unanimously;
Cemetery Rates MOTION by Quintanilla, 

SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; to table 
Cemetery Rates for Oaklawn Cemtetery. Motion 
carried unanimously; Public Comment Geri 
Uihlein - Would like to see better advertising for 
Council Meetings. Council Comments: Uihlein – 
Would like to see the Village use more technology 
getting information to residents, possibly using 
other Facebook pages. Quintanilla – Does not 
agree that the village use third party Facebook 
pages. Morehouse – The Village needs to be 
proactive and start an inventory who has lead and 
copper. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED to adjourn 
the Council Meeting at 8:55pm. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk

  

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Unapproved 
Minutes August 25, 2020 7:00 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope 

Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Kitley, McAlister, Walz, Morency. 
Public Comment: None
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 

McAlister to accept the consent agenda with changes 
to Treasurer’s report as presented. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried. 

Correspondence: None
Old Business: Wendy gave a report on the Parks 

and Recreation meeting on August 11. The County 
is looking for another place to establish a park/
playground, preferably in Waterloo Township 
somewhere where there is a larger population of 
children and families who would benefit. They 
also discussed a designated Monarch habitat on the 
footpath. They are still discussing the rain garden. 
Wendy is working on corrections to the changes 
updating the Waterloo Township Parks and Recreation 
Plan.

Lance motioned with support from McAlister to 
have Tom Heeney do the demolition of the Musbach 
property at 12305 Musbach Road, with the condition 
that the bill not exceed the quoted amount of $9,900. 
Roll call vote: Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance, 
Morency. No/none. Motion carried.

New Business: Lisa Morency gave a report on 
the Planning Commission meeting. They elected 
new officers to the Planning Commission. It was 
stated that all Zoning Ordinance Changes have to be 
published in a newspaper within 15 days, so it was 
suggested that the Township subscribe to the Jackson 
Citizen Patriot to have copies of the publications. 
Article 6 of the Zoning Ordinance was reviewed 
with a few minor changes. The Township needs to 
establish procedures to conduct Public Hearings 
during pandemic restrictions. There was discussion 
on temporary dwelling for a home renovation – no 
language currently exists but could be added under 
Article 20.19.

Morency motioned with support from Walz to have 
Belson Asphalt Paving, Inc. reseal our driveway and 
paint new lines at a cost of $1,925. Roll call vote: Yes/
Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister. No/none. 
Motion carried.

Discussion of the cost/installation for 3 whole-house 

surge protectors was tabled so that more information 
could be obtained.

Kitley motioned with support from Walz to approve 
the Land Division Application for Gene L. Ahrens, 
Parent Parcel #000-05-26-476-001-00 being split into 3 
parcels: new Parent Parcel A # 000-05-35-200-003-00, 
new split parcel B: 000-05-35-200-005-00 and parcel 
C: 000-05-35-200-004-00. Aye/all; no/none. Motion 
carried.

Walz motioned with support from Kitley to approve 
the Boundary Adjustments Application for Paul Stever, 
3 Parent Parcels # 000-05-33-100-002-11, 000-05-33-
301-002-01, and 000-05-33-100-002-14 with boundary 
adjustments resulting in new parent parcels # 000-
05-33-100-002-15, 000-05-33-100-002-16 and new 
parcel 000-05-33-301-002-07. Aye/all; no/none. Motion 
carried.

Lance motioned with support from Kitley to approve 
Land Division Application for Keith Haglund, Parent 
Parcel # 000-05-33-476-001-00 becoming New Parent 
Parcel # 000-05-33-476-001-01 and new split parcel 
000-05-33-476-001-02. Aye/all; no/none. Motion 
carried.

Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
increase pay for Deputy Treasurer Betsy Diffenbaugh 
by $1/hour giving her $13/hr. Roll call vote: Yes/Kitley, 
Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz. No/none. Motion 
carried.

There was discussion considering a 1 mill increase 
dividing it half for secondary road repairs and half for 
contracting with police. Discussion took place regarding 
licenses for Zoom so that virtual meetings/hearings can 
be held here at the Township during this Covid 19 time.

Public Comment: Mallory Glenn invited the Board 
members to come to tour their seed facility and consider 
a marijuana growth in the buildings. Ralph Schumacher 
spoke regarding the addition of 1 mill to taxes on 
farmers with land being costly to them.

Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020. The next regular Board 
meeting will be on Tuesday, September 22 at 7:00 
p.m. Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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Article by Mary Jo David
Drive around Stockbridge and surrounding areas and you see plenty of political signs this month, but what you don’t see are many FOR SALE signs. A 

recent discussion with a Stockbridge resident prompted this month’s column focusing on the shortage of available real estate in the area.
To gain a professional perspective, the following real estate professionals shared their opinions for this column:
• The G.U. Crew Powered by Howard Hanna (Greg and Geri Uihlein and team). Offices in Chelsea, Ann Arbor, and Jackson (Ph: 734-644-0544) 

geriuihlein@howardhanna.com
• Susan Pidd, Realtor and owner, Susan Pidd Realty, 220 W. Main St., Stockbridge (Ph: 517-775-1610) susanpiddrealty@gmail.com
• Jackie Scheller, independent broker at Performance Realty, Stockbridge (Ph: 734-707-8774) scheller.performancerealty@gmail.com
All acknowledged a definite shortage of residential real estate here in Stockbridge and beyond. 
Scheller elaborated: “The MLS indicates the lowest inventory in years. We generally have about three months of inventory available and today we have 

Real estate shortage is being felt in Stockbridge and beyond

Mary Jo David

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

less than one.” (The Multiple Listing Service is a real-estate listing service used by many real estate firms.)
So what’s driving this shortage of real estate? Once again, all three professional sources are in agreement that people are hesitant to list their 

homes because they want to make sure they have somewhere to move to—and with the shortage, that’s becoming tougher. 
“The aging population is staying in place more and people are savoring the low mortgage rates they already have,” explained agents from the 

G.U. Crew. This same team also pointed out that “landlords won’t sell because the rental market has been wonderful for investors over the last few 
years.”

Pidd’s perspective is, “People aren’t listing their homes for sale because they can’t find a home to purchase. We’re in a cycle that will continue…
until we have more housing available in the area.” To that end, she has spoken with several developers about building more homes in the 
Stockbridge community. She mentioned the Eastbridge condominium development on Brogan Road and said, “I think this is just the beginning of 
what’s to come in the housing market in our area.”

“We also rely upon people moving into newly built homes, which frees up inventory,” Scheller noted, but she added, “Builders are way behind 
the curve, and the cost of building materials is a BIG issue.”

Some might guess that COVID-19 has negatively impacted the real estate market. While it was true that real estate sales slowed when offices 
were closed during the early part of the state shutdown, none of the experts interviewed for this article believe that COVID-19 is overly concerning 
to their clients who are listing and looking for homes now. They are all proactive about educating their clients on how to ensure safe showings and 

are handling many other tasks virtually. As the G.U. Crew said, virtual open houses and 3D walk throughs have reduced the number of 
times people are going through homes.

The pandemic may actually have had a positive effect for those house hunters who are now able to work from home permanently. 
According to Scheller, she hears from people who “are looking for good home office space in their next purchase.” 
Per the G.U. Crew: “Homebuyers have been re-evaluating the idea of having to be close to a city center for work. Areas such as 

Stockbridge, where you can get more home for your money, have become more viable options for them.”
But Pidd thinks that considerations like staying close to friends, schools, and activities, are more important to potential buyers. 

“People also want to live within a reasonable distance from local 
amenities such as a grocery store or pharmacy.”

It has been the pandemic that brought Randi Bergsma and her 
husband and two children back to the area temporarily from Los 
Angeles. She’s in grad school, and since arriving in Michigan in June 
to stay with family, she’s been taking online classes and her husband is 
working remotely from here. Both grew up in Michigan—Bergsma in 
the Chelsea area and her husband in Beverly Hills, near Southfield. 

Although their current situations will likely necessitate them 
returning to LA for another year, Bergsma has had her eye on the real 
estate market throughout her stay here in Michigan. She spent a lot of 
time at her grandparents’ home in Stockbridge when she was growing 
up. Now, as she considers her own family’s possible desire for acreage, 
she mentioned, “Two things impress me that have improved noticeably 
around here: accessibility to high-speed internet and the ready access to 
the trail systems.” 

“Now that I’m here, I’m amazed at all the biking/hiking trails. Back 
in LA we loved biking our neighborhood and the kids loved riding 
their scooters. I’m noticing here in Michigan that the bike paths offer 
plentiful, safe, and affordable recreation!”

As for high-speed internet, the budding social worker in her hopes 
the flexibility of working from home will open doors for higher-
paying remote work in rural areas like Lyndon Township, Waterloo, 
and Stockbridge. “Hopefully then, young people who live in these 
communities and benefit from good school systems won’t feel the need 
to leave and not come back.”

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory 
in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, 
including the Stockbridge Community News.

People in the Stockbridge area—
whether buyers or sellers—are feeling 
the effects of a shortage of residential 
real estate in this community and 
beyond. Image credit Tierra Mallorca, 
unsplash.com
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Volleyball picks up first win of season

Makayla Surline with a spike 
against Lansing Christian. 
Photo provided by Keith 
Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge volleyball team 

picked up its first win of the season 
after four losses last week as the 
Panthers won one of three matches 
at the East Jackson quad Thursday, 
Sept. 17.

The Panthers defeated the host 
Trojans in three sets 25-22, 23-
25, 25-16 for their first win of the 

season. They dropped matches to Onsted 16-25, 23-25; and 
Homer 23-25, 18-25.

Madison Mazuca led the Panthers with 43 assists and 26 
points. Arin Szumlinski chipped in with a team high 37 digs 
and added 24 points. Grace Hall had another big night with 
39 kills and 29 digs. Gwen Rogozinski added 18 kills, while 
Maddy Dalton added 16 assists.

Lansing Christian 3, Stockbridge 0
The Stockbridge volleyball team battled for two hard-

fought sets, but the wheels fell off in the third as the 
Panthers fell to Lansing Christian in straight sets Monday, 
Sept. 21, 20-25, 23-25, 13-25.

The Panthers gave the Pilgrims all they could handle for 
two sets, behind the strong serving of Grace Hall.

Hall recorded three straight service points in the first 
set as the Panthers rallied to cut the lead to 21-20, but the 
Pilgrims scored the last four points to close out the set.

The second set saw Hall serve four straight points for a 
18-13 lead, but the Pilgrims rallied. They would fight back 
to take a 23-21 lead. Stockbridge fought back to tie the 
game at 23, but the Pilgrims scored the last two points to 
pull out the second set for a 2-0 lead.

The Panthers struggled in the third with several missed 
serves and long returns allowing Lansing Christian to build 
a big lead that they could not overcome.

Hall led the team with nine kills and nine points. Arin 
Szumlinski led the team in digs with 21, while Makayla 
Surline had two kills. Madison Mazuca had a big night with 
nine digs, seven points, seven assists.

Olivet 3, Stockbridge 2
The Panthers battled hard but came home with a tough 

five-set loss to the Eagles, 14-25; 25-21; 25-17; 15-25; 12-
15.

After a slow start in the first set, the Panthers battled back 
to take the next two sets for a 2-1 lead. Olivet then took the 
fourth set to tie it at 2-2, setting up a deciding fifth set.

Stockbridge took an 8-5 lead in the deciding set, but it 
wasn't enough as Olivet rallied to pull out the win.

Grace Hall had a big night, leading the Panthers in three 
categories. She recorded 14 kills, 16 digs, and 19 service 
points.

Madison Mazuca dished out 15 assists to lead the offense. 
Arin Szumlinski chipped in with 15 digs and 13 points, 
while Maggie Jones added four kills.

For the love of bread: A tribute to John Savanna, owner and 
founder of Mill Pond Bakery (Part 1)

John Savanna pulling bread from the oven. Photo credit 
Gabe Blower

by Laura Tucker Honig and Joan Tucker
This past spring, amid the dark, quiet days 

early in the COVID-19 pandemic, our community 
lost an inspirational icon. John Savanna, artisan 
baker and founder of Mill Pond Bakery (later 
Mill Pond Bread), died at the age of 72 on May 
15, 2020. John and his supportive wife, Colleen, 
started the Mill Pond Bakery as a small-town 
treasure full of rich, European traditions mixed 
with local innovation, products and patrons.

John was deeply kind with a love for the 
natural world that surpassed most. He had a 
twinkle in his eye and a keen interest in always 
learning something new - a better process, a 
seasonal inspiration, a more efficient way. The 

bakery was his gallery and a place for creativity and fostered connections.
He woke every morning to pour his heart, soul, and body into a long list of delectable breads and 

pastries. If you walked into the bakery on a clear Michigan morning, you might be delighted with 
the taste and texture of fresh snails and hand-dipped pretzels; soft oatmeal raisin cookies; or a hint 
of fragrant herbs, garlic, and onions amid the backdrop of the faintly sour smell of dough rising. 

In the afternoons, it was French bread, cottage cheese dill, Lithuanian rye, New Yorkers, 
Anadama, Focaccia, Kalamata olive twists, jalapeño cheddar bread, and eventually, Mill Pond’s 
famous sourdough, crafted with a 100-year-old San Francisco yeast. John literally and lovingly kept 
his culture alive. Some of the Mill Pond traditions were passed down from friends or family and 
sometimes even other people’s families.

John loved to try a new recipe, especially if it could feature seasonal fruits or vegetables. During 
the holidays, my mom would send me in with a “wish list” of Mill Pond goods: stollen, Lebkuchen, 
cranberry walnut bread. These breads and cookies became the traditions of my family and many 
others. 

The bakery was an aromatic destination that came with an invitation to linger and share stories. 
When locals popped in, they often stayed longer than intended and left with more carbs than the 
doctor ordered. John had a way of starting a conversation with just about anyone and always found a 
way to throw in something extra. 

John loved to talk about gardening when he got the chance. 
My sister Sarah recalls he was “always gardening, always sharing some interesting facts about 

plants when we would run by. He was a comforting presence and always made me feel safe. I 
remember when I was 11 or 12, probably one of my first times home alone, calling him because I 
was so scared that there were poltergeists in our kitchen cabinets. Of course I didn't tell him that. 
I just merely asked if I could come over at 7 p.m. on a weeknight. He came and picked me up, 
gave me a little pat on the back, a warm smile. That's how he was. Not a lot of questions asked. He 
inherently got it.”

John was generous. He baked for large community events such as Pioneer Day at the Waterloo 
Farm Museum and the Swiss Steak Dinners at the Territorial Methodist Church. Sometimes his 
generosity involved individual customers. My dad’s penchant for the perfect olive twist would pull 
him into the bakery, only for John to tell him that the twists weren’t ready yet. But John would send 
him away with two full bags of other fresh bread and tell him to stop back later for the twists. John 
would write it down in the “Barter Book,” though I’m not sure what was bartered since my Dad was 
a high school English teacher. 

In addition to the love for his family and an appreciation for his customers and workers, John 
realized that food could connect a community. Bread could be a meditation or a celebration. It could 
be spontaneous and organic without a lot of intention. Once, he displayed a dried ciabatta loaf that 
looked like Mother Theresa. He loved when customers popped in the store with a specific request or 
a box full of fresh produce that we might include in the next iteration of stuffed Focaccia. Mill Pond 
customers were mostly kind and eclectic, characters that made us feel like we were living in the best 
sitcom ever written.

Next month, read the heartfelt memories of what it was like to work with John at Mill Pond.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Panthers roll over Comstock in opener

Jerry Clark records a sack against Comstock. Photo 
credit Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
It was a long 

time coming, but the 
Stockbridge football 
teams finally opened 
the 2020 football 
season in impressive 
fashion, rolling over the 
visitors from Comstock 
47-21 Friday, Sept. 18.

The Panthers 
started fast when Riley 
Kennedy, making his 
first start at quarterback 
for Stockbridge, ran 

one in from two yards out to cut the lead to 6-0 after the two-point pass failed.
Kevin Killinger then picked up a fumble and ran it in from 35 yards out for 

the defense. Kennedy hit Jeremy Pilch with the two-point conversion to give the 
Panthers a 14-0 lead.

Comstock bounced back with a TD run to make it 14-7 after one quarter.
The Kennedy to Pilch connection dominated the second quarter and the offense 

got rolling for Stockbridge.
Kennedy connected with Pilch on scoring passes of 25 and 76 yards to give the 

Panthers a 28-13 lead over the Colts. Kennedy then hit Drew Philipp with a 30 
yard touchdown pass and the Panthers led 34-13 at the half.

The Pilch/Kenney connection hooked up one more time in the third quarter, this 
time from 43 yards out to make it 40-13 Stockbridge after three quarters.

Pilch was not done however as he picked off a pass and ran it back 65 yards for 
a pick-6. Spencer McLennan added the extra point kick and a 47-21 final.

Kennedy was efficient with his passes as all four completions went for 
touchdowns. He finished 4 of 9 for 188 yards. He also rushed for 46 yards and a 
score.

Pilch caught three passes for 158 yards and three scores, while Philipp caught 
one for 30 yards and a TD.

Kevin Killinger led the team in rushing with 65 yards on 16 carries, while 
Philipp had three for 19 yards, and Gary Killing two for 12.

Noah Robidou led the defense with seven tackles and four assists.

Boys Cross Country wins P-W Fall Classic;
girls finish in second place

by Keith Michaels
The cross country teams had strong showings at the Pewamo-

Westphalia Fall Classic Saturday, Sept. 12 with the boys bringing 
home the title while the girls finished second.

The boys finished with 53 points, beating out the GR Chariots of 
Fire Home School with 71.

Dalton Satkowiak finished fourth in 17:23 to lead the Panthers.
Micah Bolton was 10th in 18:00 and Collin Cook 11th in 18:03. 

Ben Chapman came home 13th in 18:24, Ryan Owen 15th in 18:30, 
Brock Jones 22nd in 18:51, and Brandon Howlett 41st in 20:08.

The girls finished with 65 points, 15 behind Pewamo-Westphalia. 
P-W is a team that many think the Panthers will battle at the Regional 
for a spot in the State Finals.

Rylee Tolson ran away from the field to finish first with a time 
of 18:47. She was nearly two minutes faster than the second-place 
runner.

Brooklyn Rochow continues to impress in her first year of cross 
country coming home in 5th place in 21:21.

Brianna Hill finished 19th in 22:28, Kaitelyn Walker 20th in 
22:31, Julianna Debozy set a PR with a 25th place finish in 23:11, 
Joy Youngblood 39th in 25:54, and Peyton Killinger 48th in 28:26.

Marshall Invite
The boys' and girls' cross country teams had strong showings at 

Marshall's Barney Roy Invitational Thursday, Sept 3.
The Panther boys finished 2nd out seven teams at the event. They 

finished just three points behind first place Parma Western. Parma 
finished with 45 points, while Stockbridge had 48. GLAC rival 
Olivet was third with 65.

Dalton Satkowiak led Stockbridge with a 4th place finish in 
17:55.

Ryan Owen finished eighth in 18:22, while Micah Bolton was 
10th in 18:29. Ben Chapman came home 11th in 18:30, Collin Cook 
15th in 18:35, Brock Jones 18th in 19:11, and Brendan Wright 30th 
in 19:42.

The girls finished with 84 points in the race won by Marshall with 
52. Parma Western was 2nd with 76 and Olivet 3rd with 82.

Dalton Satkowiak led 
the Panthers at the 
home tri-meet against 
Chelsea and Homer. 
Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

Brooklyn Rochow 
finished 2nd in her 
first varsity race at 
Stockbridge. Photo 
provided by Keith 
Michaels

Rylee Tolson won the race for the Panthers with a time of 18:34.
Brooklyn Rochow was 10th in 20:33, followed by Brianna Hill in 19th with a time 

of 21:59. Kaitelyn Walker finished 25th in 23:02, Julianna Debozy 29th in 23:33, Joy 
Youngblood 44th in 27:21, and Sidney Gipe 46th in 27:42.

Stockbridge Tri-Meet
The Panthers hosted Chelsea and Homer in the boys' race, while the girls faced off 

against Homer in a dual meet, Friday, Aug. 28.
State power Chelsea dominated the boys race. The Bulldogs were the Division 2 state 

champions in 2017 and 2018, while finishing 4th in 2019.
Their power showed as they took the top four spots and finished with 17 points. The 

Panthers finished with 53 points and Homer 70 on a hot and humid day in Stockbridge that 
slowed the pace of the race for most of the runners.

Junior Dalton Satkowiak led the Panthers with a 6th place finish in 18:08.7. He is 
coming off a season where he qualified for the D3 state finals and looks to repeat his 
performance from 2019.

Ben Chapman came home in 19:07 to place 9th, while Ryan Owen was 11th in 19:27.5.
Sophomore Micah Bolton was 14th in 19:47 and senior Brock Jones 15th in 19:52 to 

round out the top five.
Collin Cook was 17th in 20:10, Brendan Wright 21st in 21:03, Brandon Howlett 22nd 

in 21:13, Jonah Coffman 23rd in 21:21, Ethan Wright 26th in 22:18, Cameron Brewer 27th 
in 22:23, Brady Cole 42nd in 32:32, and Gaven Numinen 43rd in 32:35.

The girls won their dual meet against Homer with 16 points to the Trojans 41. Chelsea 
sent just one runner as the Bulldogs had a race on Wednesday.

Coming off a season that saw her win the Division 3 state title, Rylee Tolson dominated 
the race with a time of 19:33.3, winning by 1:33.

The Panthers took five of the top seven spots to claim the victory over the Trojans.
Running in her first varsity race, Brooklyn Rochow come home second for the Panthers 

in 21:06.
Senior Brianna Hill was fourth in 23:43, freshman Julianna Debozy fifth in 24:21, 

Katelyn Walker 7th in 25:17 rounded out the top five for the Panthers.
Sidney Gipe was 11th in 28:58, Peyton Killinger 12th in 29:53, and Kalysta Connolly 

14th in 38:17.

Soccer off to a slow start

RJ Fillmore makes a save against 
Lansing Christian. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge soccer team has had a slow 

start to the 2020 season, battling injuries over 
the first two weeks and starting with an 0-5 
record.

The Panthers have been playing shorthanded 
with just one player on the bench due to 
injuries.

With the late start of the season due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Panthers opened with 
a pair of state-ranked opponents.

They fell to D4 ranked Manchester 8-0 Sept. 10 and perennial D4 power 
Lansing Christian 6-0 Sept. 14.

Stockbridge then fell to Lakewood 5-0 in a GLAC matchup Sept. 16, before 
hosting the Panthers Invitational Saturday, Sept. 19.

The Panthers opened against Onsted and played their best game of the season, 
before falling to the Wildcats 3-2 in double overtime.

Lucas Suojanen scored both goals for the Panthers in the hard-fought loss.
They then fell to Michigan Center 7-0 in the consolation match.


