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Downtown Stockbridge apartment complex 
to receive a $2.5 million makeover
Building lost in August fire to be replaced

by Lesley Gottschalk
PK Companies, a family-based real estate firm 

in Okemos, Michigan, is investing $2.5 million in 
the construction of one building and the rehabbing 
of another building in Lakewood Apartments in 
Stockbridge, Michigan.

 Exterior work has already begun and interior 
work will begin on Jan. 11. The Building A rehab 
project will take a total of seven months to be 
completed. The projected completion date of the 
construction of Building B will be in April.

 The rehab project entails replacing roofing, 
siding, windows, flooring, appliances, plumbing 
and light fixtures, cabinets and countertops, as 
well as painting. Oakwood Construction out of 
Okemos, Michigan was hired for the construction 
work.

 The new construction will achieve Enterprise 
Green status. According to their website, 
“Enterprise Green Communities, the standard for 
sustainable futures, is the nation’s only national 
green building program designed explicitly for 

PK Companies is investing $2.5 million in the 
construction of one building and the rehabbing 
of another building in Lakewood Apartments in 
Stockbridge following an August fire. Photo credit Josh 
Akers

green affordable housing construction.”
 See Lakewood on page 10.

As frontline essential workers, 
school staff members are 
considered high priority for 
COVID-19 vaccine

Jessica Martell received her first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine 
when it became available to 
Stockbridge Community School 
District staff. A bandage was 
placed over the injection spot. 
Photo credit Jessica Martell

by Amy Haggerty
During the week of Jan. 

11, Stockbridge Community 
School District staff began 
receiving their COVID-19 
vaccinations. Staff members 
who have direct contact with 
students have been directed 
by the Ingham County Health 
Department to be vaccinated.

All staff received an email 
from Interim Superintendent 
Bruce Brown directing them 
to the Ingham County website 
announcing that the COVID-19 
vaccination was being made 
available to all essential 
workers. Staff had to sign up 
on the Health Department’s 
website for the first and second 
doses. 

See Staff on page 14.
Stockbridge Community Outreach says 
thanks for holiday help

by Karen Smith
Stockbridge Community Outreach has many thanks to extend 

to the community for its generosity during the challenging year 
of 2020. In spite of the pandemic, many still participated in the 
Adopt-a-Family program or offered holiday donations for their 
neighbors in need. 

All of the families were adopted by the community once again 
this year! In addition, several drives and collections were held. 

Stockbridge Community Outreach would like to thank the 
following groups, organizations, businesses and churches. There 
also are many individuals who donated. While we won’t publish 

the names of these individuals, some of whom may wish to remain anonymous, our gratitude goes 
out to each and every one of you who contributed to making the holidays not only a success, but 
joyful for the families on the receiving end.

During the months of November and December, Stockbridge Community Outreach 
received contributions of $100 or more from:

• American Legion Mackinder Glenn No. 510
• Bio-Care Inc
• Chelsea State Bank
• Crossroads Community Church
• Eaton Community Bank
• The Garden Club
See Outreach on page 20.

The Enemy Line on path to 
success as area duo's hits 
rising up the charts 

Kymee Dawn and Kurt Stone, brother 
and sister duo The Enemy Line. Photo 
provided by The Enemy Line

by Tina Cole-
Mullins

If you haven't yet 
heard of an area band 
called The Enemy 
Line, chances are good 
that you soon will.

The Enemy Line, 
a brother and sister 
team of Kurt and 
Kymee Dawn Stone, 
is winning awards and 
gaining recognition as 
its music keeps rising 
up the charts. 

See Duo on page 14.
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Educate yourself: Staying healthy 
is a work in progress

by Laura Sarrach, RN
As a registered nurse for many years, I have taken care of 

many patients who have paid a price for not taking care of their 
health. Many also have not educated themselves on what to do to 
stay healthy. 

I have diabetic patients who have no clue as to what diet they 
should be on or what to do to stay healthy. One patient lost both 
legs due to diabetes, but still did not know what kind of diet she 
should follow. Sad. She had her eyes and kidneys to lose. 

I also will never forget a patient who did not educate himself 
on how to take care of his high blood pressure. He thought the 
blood pressure pill prescribed by the doctor was all he needed. 

WRONG. This young man of 41 years old ended up having a massive stroke. He had difficulty 
walking, speech and swallowing problems, and had to wear a brief because of urinary incontinence. 

He had been a mechanic, weighed over 300 pounds and ate foods high in salt and fat. Fast food 
was his go-to food. His problem was his diet, lack of exercise and his weight. Three times a day, he 
and his wife tended to eat fast food, which is high in sodium. Too much sodium in your body creates 
water retention and causes the heart to work more, which leads to high blood pressure. He also 
thought he came from a “big-bone family.” He made no attempt to lose weight. He did not realize 
that his diet was one major factor that helped contribute to the stroke

A healthy lifestyle
The internet is available to anyone who wants to research a disease. Being healthy is a gift, but 

staying healthy is a lifestyle that must be maintained. Diet, exercise and following the doctors' 
advice is the key. 

I have had patients who say that it’s no big deal being unhealthy. 
“I will just die,” they say.
Unfortunately, that is usually not the case. Disabilities such as strokes, heart attacks and cancers 

are more likely to happen. People need to realize they pay a big price by not taking care of their 
health. Problems might not happen right away, but it's a risk that most people should not want to 
take.

Photo from davidsusman.com.

 Factors that can contribute to poor health are smoking, obesity and a sedentary 
lifestyle. Poor dietary habits, such as consuming processed foods, fast foods and 
snack foods (potato chips, doughnuts, cookies, cakes, pretzels, Doritos, etc.) also 
play a role. 

Popular weight loss diets like Keto and Atkins might work for a short time but do 
not work for the long haul. Sure, you will lose weight, but once you go off these "fad 
diets,” you are likely to gain the weight back. Diet pills are addicting and as soon as 
you're off them, the weight usually returns. Diets for weight loss and improving your 
health must be sustainable. You must change your eating habits permanently and 
follow a healthy diet that you can stay on for the rest of your life.

My story
 I've had high blood pressure and diabetes for more than 15 years. My health has 

not changed. I immediately gave up all sugar, went on a low-carbohydrate diet and 
avoided foods high in sodium. I also quit buying foods that I knew were unhealthy, 
such as potato chips, salty nuts, cookies, ice cream and I avoided most fast foods. 
I started snacking on fresh fruits and vegetables and decreased my intake of high-
fat foods and red meats. I gave up all packaged foods like macaroni and cheese 
and made a habit of cooking at home daily. I also began to exercise daily. I started 
slowly changing my diet, and it was not easy. It took me close to two years to lose 
over 40 pounds. 

Once I lost the weight, I was taken off all my medication and noticed that most 
of my joint aches and pains were gone. Sure, I have pizza and a doughnut once in 
a great while, but I guarantee, it is not very frequent. I make a habit of walking 4 
miles each day, whether on a treadmill or outside when the weather permits. I must 
admit, it is an ongoing battle to keep the weight off, but I am doing it.

I have made a point recently to count my calories and not eat after 6 p.m. I 
use computer apps like SparksPeople.com and Lifesum apps to keep track of my 
calories, exercising and water intake. I do not want to end up like some of my past 
patients.

Taking control of your health
 Most people are overweight because of overeating and living a sedentary 

lifestyle. 
See Lifestyle on page 20.
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From CADL Stockbridge

by Head Librarian Sherri McConnell
We see a lot of books, movies and audiobooks on CD leave 

our doors as members of our community enjoy our collection. At 
the beginning of this year we added to our CADL community, 
becoming one of the first in Ingham County to bring the Student 
Success Initiative to their school district!

With SSI every student and teacher receive a special virtual 
library card that they can use to check out physical materials and 
access our full digital collection. We wondered how many took 
advantage of this, and we investigated!

We discovered 222 Stockbridge students and staff used 
the Student Success cards in 2020. That’s 18%, the highest 
percentage of card use in Ingham County! Seven other school 
districts began participating in the program in 2020 with more 
to join in 2021, and Stockbridge students lead the way in taking 
advantage of all the educational resources CADL offers.

Thank you to Stockbridge teachers, staff and students for 
making CADL a part of your schoolwork. Learn more about SSI 
here. We hope you go far!

Speaking of going far, lace up your walking shoes! The 
Friends of the Stockbridge Library and the Stockbridge Branch 
are supporting the 2021 Winter Warm Up for the community. This 
is a free winter walking and running activity. Find out more and 
sign up here for the Stockbridge Team. There are Zoom meetings 
to learn about good walking and running form and nutrition 
practices.

There’s also a Facebook community, 2021 Blue Cross Winter 
Warm Up, where you can post about your winter exercise 
adventures. This event runs from Feb. 1 to March 28, ending with 
a free 5K walk/run at Hawk Island Park in Lansing on March 28 
(weather and public health conditions permitting). Stop by for 
maps of the walking trails around Stockbridge to get started.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located 
at 200 Wood St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit 
cadl.org.

Crazy Quilters warm the hearts—and hands—
of local seniors in care facilities

Residents of Elder Ridge 
Manor and Walnut 
Ridge Country Estates 
in Stockbridge are 
enjoying their lap quilts 
donated by the Crazy 
Quilters. Pictured here 
are just a few of the 
quilt recipients. Top 
(l-r): Rita Gabrys, John 
McKenna, John Reid. 
Bottom (l-r): Susie Bell 
and Craig McDermott. 
Photos provided by Jeffrey 
Shepard

by Mary Jo David
Who says nothing good happened in the “Year of the Pandemic”? Just in time for 

Christmas 2020, residents of Elder Ridge Manor and Walnut Ridge Country Estates 
in Stockbridge became the beneficiaries of 40 generous-sized lap quilts made by 
the Crazy Quilters club of Stockbridge. (See the January 2021 issue of Stockbridge 
Community News for the full story about this club and their extensive generosity.)

Owner/Licensee Jeffrey Shepard was delighted for residents of both of his adult 
foster care facilities to receive these quilts. “Our residents are absolutely enjoying 
the handiwork of the Crazy Quilters. The quilters’ skill and hard work is evident in 
every quilt and folks here are loving them!” 

Shepard has a true appreciation for the comfort that quilts can provide. His 
grandmother, Vicki Owen, owned Odds ‘n Owens, a fabric and crafts store in 
Stockbridge in the mid-1980s.
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Staff Spotlight: Susan Lockhart, math and PE teacher, channels 
her passion for fitness to benefit students academically 

Susan Lockhart, Stockbridge math and PE teacher, 
enjoys family time with her husband and children, Taylor 
(left) and Evan (right). Photo credit Frazzini Photography. 
Image provided by the Lockhart family

by Amy Haggerty
Susan Lockhart believes that physical exercise is important, 

even essential, for mental and psychological well-being. As a 
Stockbridge physical education and math teacher, she sets an 
excellent example for her students. She teaches them that they have 
the power to change negative thoughts and feelings into positive, 
rational, motivating thoughts, which helps create a healthy mind in 
a healthy body. 

Lockhart has been teaching for the Stockbridge Community 
School District for 16 years. Her PE classes are a popular choice 

Amy Haggerty

for students who take physical fitness 
seriously. Previous superintendent 
Karl Heidrich once referred to her PE 
class as “a challenge.” And as a math 
teacher, she goes the extra mile to help 
struggling students. Often you can find 
her giving of her own time to help a 
student master a math concept or make 
up an assignment or test. 

Raised in the Munising area of the 
Upper Peninsula, she was right at home 
as a student at Northern Michigan 
University, where she received her 
bachelor’s degree. Later, after moving 
downstate, she earned her master’s 
degree from Marygrove College. 

In 2006, Lockhart married her 
husband Derek, a local guy who grew 

up in the Stockbridge area. They have two children together: daughter Taylor 
is 13 and son Evan is 10. The Lockharts chose to settle in the community 
where Derek grew up and where his family remains. Although a devoted 
teacher, she describes her greatest accomplishment and joy in life as 
providing and caring for her two children. 

The most influential person in her life was her cross country coach. Not 
surprisingly, this coach was also Lockhart’s math teacher and played a major 
role in convincing her to be a teacher and coach. Now a seasoned teacher, 
Lockhart acknowledges that the staff of the junior/senior high school play a 
big part in the joy she experiences teaching in Stockbridge.

Lockhart has some words of wisdom to pass along to her students: “Not 
everything has to go as planned in order for it to be perfect. You have the 
power to overcome any situation in life and that starts with having a positive 
attitude and believing you can do it. You’re not judged by the situations you 
encounter in life, but by how you respond to those situations.” This sage 
advice is something she helps her students to live up to every chance she 
gets. 

With strengths in both PE and math, Lockhart educates her students on 
the importance of being well rounded and staying healthy. She cites studies 
indicating that maintaining a healthy body can help students focus in the 
classroom, become better learners, and aid in overall classroom performance. 
Together, these skills can also lead to better grades, higher test scores, 
reduced absences, and improved memory. 

In the Stockbridge Area Schools, we are fortunate to have the wealth of 
wisdom Susan Lockhart imparts to our children about health and wellness 
and the importance of these fundamental concepts as they develop into 
healthy, productive adults. 

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 33 years 
in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with her husband and 
daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending time with family and friends.
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Public hearing notice for 
Waterloo Township: Tuesday, 
Feb. 16 at 7 p.m.

The Waterloo Township Planning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 7:00pm at the 
Waterloo Township Offices located at 9773 Mt. Hope Road, 
Munith, Ml 49259. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to 
receive public comment on a special land use permit application 
for an extraction operation on parcels 000-10-01 -451-001-00, 
000-10-01 -476-001-00 and 000-10-12-200-001-01. These parcels 
are owned by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
Lansing, Ml. Meyer Material Company, Dundee, Ml. is the 
lessee of parcel 000-10-01- 451-001-00 and has surface rights 
for the other two. The Jackson County Board of Commissioners, 
Jackson, Ml. owns the Green Road right-of-way in sections 1 and 
12. The application covers 17.78 acres on these parcels including 
3.21 acres of Green Road right-of-way. A copy of the application 
and supporting documents may be viewed at the Township offices 
during regular business hours.

Due to Covid restrictions this may become a Zoom meeting
Written comments should be mailed to: Waterloo 

Township Offices, 9773 Mt. Hope Rd., Munith, Ml 49259 or 
dropped off at the offices during regular business hours prior to 
February 15, 2021.

Individuals with special needs requiring auxiliary aids or 
services should contact the Waterloo Township Board by writing 
or calling the Clerk's Office, 9773 Mt. Hope Rd., Munith, Ml 
49259. Phone: 517-596-8400.

Ralph Schumacher
Planning Commission Secretary

Rural Perspectives: The Carolina wren 
(Thryothorus ludov icianus)

Article and photo by Diane Gray Constable
Although not as common as house wrens, you may see 

cute Carolina wrens at your winter bird feeders. Because 
they usually eat insects, they enjoy munching suet containing 
peanut butter or mealworms and peanuts during the winter. 

To keep warm, they find shelter in small bird houses, 
thick shrubs and small crannies in buildings—anywhere a 
bird weighing less than an ounce can fit. They also fluff their Diane Gray Constable

feathers to keep heat in like the one pictured on the 
left is doing. Their feet stay warm because their 
tiny arteries and veins are so close together that the 
warmer blood of the arteries sends enough warmth 
to the veins to protect them from frostbite. 

In summer, you may hear their favorite song. It 
sounds as if they are singing ‘teakettle-teakettle.’ 
Carolina wrens mate for life and build nests in all 
sorts of places: tree cavities, wood and brush piles, 
flowerpots, old jars, whatever strikes their fancy.

Fun fact. They are the loudest bird for their 
weight group and have nearly 40 songs to sing.
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Ask an Expert: Someone hit my 
parked car, what do I do?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
It still surprises me how often this happens: someone hits a parked 

car in Michigan, and then just drives off without leaving a note or 
any contact information. Unfortunately, it raises the question of what 
exactly you should do if this scenario occurs.

Someone hit my parked car, what do I do?
If someone hit your parked car in Michigan it is very important to 

call the police to report the accident and document the damage to your 
vehicle. If possible, get the at-fault driver’s name, address, e-mail, 
phone and auto insurance information. Use your cell phone to take 

pictures of the positioning of the vehicles as well as the vehicle damage. Make sure to take at least 
one picture of the vehicle’s license plate.

Someone hit my parked car and left, now what?
If someone hit your parked car and left, you will have to file a claim with your own insurance 

carrier. Depending on your policy, you may or may not have to pay the deductible.
Someone hit my parked car and left a note, now what?
If someone hit your parked car and left a note, hopefully they put enough information on it for 

the police to track down.
What if I was inside of it?
If someone crashed into your parked vehicle in Michigan while you were inside of it and if you 

were injured, then you can make a claim for No-Fault benefits to cover your medical bills and lost 
wages. You may also be able to sue the at-fault driver for pain and suffering compensation and 
“excess” medical expenses and wage loss. To pay for any vehicle damage repair costs, you could 
sue the at-fault driver for up to $3,000 by filing a Michigan mini tort lawsuit or you could file a 
claim with your auto insurance company under your collision coverage.

See Expert on page 8.
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by Jenna Chapman
February is the month of love. Whether you enjoy cheesy cards and balloons on Valentine’s Day or are more excited about the 

discounted chocolate the day after the holiday, there are plenty of books you can enjoy this season. Love stories can take place 
in a variety of settings. Whether you want to hang out with characters from a professional baseball team, travel back in time, or 
learn about love in personal essays, this list has something for you.

The Wedding Date by Jasmine Guillory 
Jasmine Guillory has written many popular modern romances, starting with "The Wedding Date." This tale begins with a 

power outage that leads to a fake date. When Drew and Alexa get stuck in an elevator, Drew uses the opportunity to convince 
Alexa to tag along as his plus one to a wedding. Will these two forget each other after their spontaneous weekend or will a 
connection keep drawing them together?

Five books about love to pick up this Valentine’s Day 

Jenna Chapman

Emma by Jane Austen
If you haven’t read this classic yet, February is the perfect time to check it out. It is a story of youthful romances and varying social statuses in the 

English countryside. The old language might be hard to follow, but you can’t miss the chemistry between Austen’s characters. This is a fun one to listen to 
on audio because you get immersed in the world of Emma and her matchmaking schemes. 

The Bromance Book Club by Lyssa Kay Adams 
This adorable novel follows Nashville Legends second baseman Gavin Scott as his marriage is on the rocks. His wife asks for a divorce, and Gavin 

doesn’t think he will be able to save the relationship. In a last-minute effort to fix it, he seeks advice from a group of the city’s macho men. To his surprise, 
his new buddies suggest he read a regency-era romance novel to learn how to win his wife’s trust back. The idea might just be crazy enough to work. 

Confessions in B Flat by Donna Hill
In Harlem in 1963, the fight for equality is top of mind for everyone in the Black community. The book’s two main characters believe in two different 

ideologies. Anita Hopkins follows the teachings of Malcom X, while Jason Tanner is in New York to spread the nonviolent practices of his mentor Martin 
Luther King Jr. Despite different ideas on how to achieve the same goal, the two cannot deny the spark between them. This historical fiction tale sets out to 
see how powerful love can be.

How to Fall in Love with Anyone by Mandy Len Catron 
If novels are not the genre for you, there is still a chance to read nonfiction and get in the Valentine's Day mood. In this deeply personal memoir, Mandy 

Len Catron explores what it means to give and receive love. She shares her own stories, starting with her grandparents falling in love in the 1940s in 
Appalachia and on to examining her dating life in Vancouver. There also is research from biologists and psychologists to understand love on the scientific 
level. 

Jenna Chapman is a Stockbridge High School graduate who loves curling up with a book or listening to an audiobook on evening walks around her neighborhood in Chicago. You 
can find more reading suggestions on the book blog she and her partner have on instagram.com/neverdogear. 
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Superintendent's Desk:

Dear SCS Families and Community,
Since our first school was built on Wood Street, between Spring 

and Rice in 1837, Stockbridge has employed 26 superintendents. 
Some were historical footnotes and others were icons. The longest 
serving Stockbridge superintendent was Jesse Batchelor, who guided 
the district from 1943 to 1970. Richard Howlett holds the record 
for being superintendent on three separate occasions, coming out 
of retirement twice to serve during transitions. Mr. Howlett and Mr. 
Batchelor were icons.

Bruce Brown

Photo credit SHS 

Journalism student 

Samantha Chamberlain

The search for a 27th Stockbridge superintendent is underway. Last December, the Stockbridge 
Board of Education confirmed the skills and characteristics they need in their new superintendent. 
They also launched the search early to be ahead of other districts to secure the most promising 
applicants. The entire process, outlined on our website, will take about five months and conclude 
this spring.

Applications for the position will be accepted by the district until Feb. 15. There will be internal 
applicants, Stockbridge administrators who have prepared themselves to meet the challenges of the 
position. There will mostly be external applicants, prepared administrators from other districts.

As you would guess, with more than 600 public school districts in our state, superintendent 
searches commonly arise. I anticipate we will receive more than 25 applications in total. The added 
complications of the pandemic may suppress applications for the position. 

Our school board is a member of the Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB). Founded 
in 1947, MASB supports school districts in many ways and is assisting the Stockbridge Board of 
Education in their search. 

After the application deadline, those with the best credentials will be selected for an interview. 
Open to the public, interviews are scheduled for March 15 and 16. The substance of the board’s 
interview questions will be consistent between candidates. Finalists will be invited back for a second 
interview on March 22, also open to the public, from which a top prospect will emerge. 

If all goes well, the preferred candidate and the board will negotiate an employment contract and 
start date. There is much work to do. Securing and retaining a capable superintendent is one of the 
most important tasks a school board performs. 

Sincerely,
Bruce Brown
Interim Superintendent
Stockbridge Community Schools

Search for the 27th Stockbridge 
superintendent is underway

Because you were inside of your vehicle when someone crashed into it and you were injured, your vehicle damage will not be covered by the at-fault driver’s 
“property protection insurance.” That only applies when a vehicle is unoccupied.

Do I have to pay a deductible?
If someone hit your parked, unoccupied car in Michigan, you will not have to pay a deductible if you file a vehicle damage claim through the driver’s “property 

protection insurance” coverage. However, if you make a claim through your own collision coverage, then the terms of your policy will determine whether you must 
pay a deductible. Best case scenario, the driver will provide you his or her auto insurance information at the scene in the parking lot. Alternatively, the information may 
be provided if the driver leaves a note and/or files his or her own police report. But if you do not know the identity of the other driver because he or she left the scene, 
then your only potential source of insurance coverage for the cost of repairing your vehicle damage is your own collision insurance – which may involve a deductible, 
depending on the type of coverage you purchased.

Someone hit my parked car will my insurance go up?
If someone hit your parked car in Michigan your auto insurance premiums could go up – even if you were 100% not at-fault. Michigan law does not prevent 

insurance companies from increasing their rates based on their insureds being involved in a non-at-fault vehicle crash.
Someone hit my parked car and I have no insurance, now what?
If someone hit your parked car in Michigan and you do not have insurance but you know the identity of the driver who crashed into your unoccupied vehicle then you 

can file a claim for “property protection insurance” benefits with his or her insurer. However, if the driver left, then you will have to pay out of pocket for your vehicle 
damage.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 
years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been working on 
cars for more than 75 years.

Expert page 6
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VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Unapproved Minutes Jan. 18, 2020
Meeting called to order by President 

Howlett at 7:00 pm via Zoom Meeting.Roll 
Call: PRESENT:President Molly Howlett, 
Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard 
Mullins, Trustee Kim Morehouse, Trustee 

Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Greg Uihlein, 
ABSENT: Trustee Heath Corey;  

Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, 
John Gormley, Village Attorney, Police Chief 

John Torres, Citizens were also present, 
Pledge of Allegiance President Howlett led 

the pledge of allegiance.Approval of Agenda 
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by 

Cattell, APPROVED; the January 18, 2021 
agenda as amended to add Public Comment 

under C.AYES: Mullins, Quintanilla, Uihlein, 
Morehouse, Cattell, Howlett, NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED; Approval 
of Minutes MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED 

by Uihlein, APPROVED; the minutes from 
November 2, 2020.AYES: Quintanilla, Mullins, 

Morehouse, Cattell, Uihlein, Howlett NAYS: 
None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED; 

MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 
APPROVED; the minutes from December 
7, 2020.AYES: Morehouse, Quintanilla, 

Mullins, Uihlein, Cattell, Howlett NAYS: 
None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED; 

Public Comment – No Public Comment 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable 

MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented 

by Clerk Nogle.AYES: Mullins, Quintanilla, 
Morehouse, Cattell, Howlett NAYS: Uihlein 

ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSEDPresident 
Report President Howlett updated the council 

on ongoing projects.NEW BUSINESS Council 
Trustee Uihlein Rebuttal MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; to 

dismiss and move on. AYES: Cattell, Morehouse, 
Quintanilla, Uihlein, Mullins, Howlett NAYS: 

None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED 
Cemetery Rates MOTION by Howlett, 

SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; a 
Resolution amending a previous resolution 

establishing rates, charges and administrative 
policies.AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Cattell, 

Morehouse, Quintanilla, Howlett NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSED Code of 
Conduct MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED 
by Mullins, APPROVED; to table to January 4, 

2021 meeting.AYES: Corey, Quintanilla, Cattell, 
Mullins, Uihlein, Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: 

None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED 
2021 Meeting Dates MOTION by Cattell, 

SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; 
to accept the invoice from Kendall Electric in 

amount of $6, 360.00 for the replacement of (2) 
light poles.AYES: Mullins, Cattell, Morehouse, 
Uihlein, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: Corey 
MOTION PASSED Public Comment There was 

public comment. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by 
Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Howlett, APPROVED 
to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:44pm. AYES: 
Quintanilla, Uihlein, Morehouse, Cattell, Mullins, 

Corey, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: None 
MOTION PASSED

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk

 

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES January 18, 2021 

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board 
Meeting to order on January 18, 2021 at 7:30pm at 
the Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at 
the Stockbridge Township Regular Board Meeting; 
Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
James Wireman, Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry 
Sommer Member absent from meeting: None Pledge 
of Allegiance Moment of Silence Sommer motion 
to accept the Stockbridge Township Board meeting 
agenda as printed Wetherell second All in Favor 
Motion Carried Citizen Comments None 

Wireman motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting Minutes as printed from December 21, 
2020 Sommer Second with the addon of the verbiage 
of in the last sentence adding in Entire Stockbridge 
Township Board All in Favor Motion Carried

Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Board Financial Report as printed from April 1, 2019 
thru January 18 2021 Wireman Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Stockbridge Township Building Department Fourth 
Quarter Report 2021 Zoning 5 new permits, Building 
8 new permits ( 5 roofs, 2 Pole Barns, 1 ground Solar 
Panel ), Electrical 3 new permits, Mechanical 8 new 
permits, Plumbing 0 new permit, Driveways 1 new 
permits, Addresses 1 new permits ( with 4 addresses), 
Demolition 0 new permits.

Drain Commission gave an update on the relocation 
of the Bauer Drain Meeting Date: January 18, 2021, 
7:30pm Location: Stockbridge Township Board of 
Trustees Meeting Purpose: Bauer Drain Relocation - 
Project Update I. Project Scope (see handout map) a. 
Relocate drain inside storm sewer; north along Grimes 
Rd, east across Bauer and Lober properties.

b. Fill in drain through Marathon property, re-grade 
drain on Enbridge property. c. Control stormwater 
discharge from all Oil Company properties. d. Paving 
of Grimes Road, Swan Rd to Dexter Trail. II. EGLE 
Permitting (see handout map) a. Temporary impacts 
to wetlands along relocation route. b. Permanent 
impacts to streams by relocating drain. c. Mitigating 
stream impacts in Sycamore Creek, in City of 
Mason. III. Project Schedule a. Plans Available to 
Bidders – Friday, January 29, 2021 b. Full Faith and 
Credit – Tuesday, February 23, 2021 c. Bid Deadline/

Open Bids – Thursday, February 25, 2021 d. Day of 
Review of Apportionments – Tuesday, March 9, 2021 
e. Approximate start date – Monday, April 19, 2021 
f. Substantial Completion – Monday, November 15, 
2021 g. Final Completion – Friday, July 1, 2022 IV. 
Questions or Comments a. Carla Clos, Deputy Drain 
Commissioner cclos@ingham.org (517) 719-4913 
b. Chris Mattson, P.E., Project Manager chrism@
spicergroup.com (989) 213-6365 Rodney Velez, 
P.E., Project Manager rodneyv@spicergroup.com (989) 
928-8036

Old Business None
New Business Lantis motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Regular Meeting times as the 3rd 
Monday of each month starting at 7:30pm for 2021 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried

Muraf motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Planning Commission meeting dates as followed 
February 3, 2021, March 3, 2021 , April 7, 2021 , May 
5, 2021, June 2, 2021, July 14, 2021, August 4, 2021, 
September 1, 2021, October 6, 2021, November 3, 
2021, December 1, 2021, January 5, 2022 Wireman 
second All in Favor Motion Carried

Lantis motion to follow Ingham County holiday 
closures for 2021 for the Stockbridge Township Offices 
Sommer Second All In Favor Motion carried

Muraf motion to received Written Appeals at March 
2021 Board of Review Lantis Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Muraf motion to accept the quote from Unadilla Glass 
Company for $1,475 to repair 9 of the windows that 
are broken at the Stockbridge Township Hall Sommer 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried 

Wireman motion to accept the Consumer energy 
Company Gas Franchise Ordinance Sommer Second All 
in Favor Motion Carried

Lantis motion to have Treasurer to continue 
researching to have remote control tool added to 
Stockbridge Township office computers Sommer 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried

Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township bills 
in the amount of $ 32,706.74 Lauckner Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried

Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting at 8:52PM on January 18, 2021 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried

BM

Waterloo Township Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes Dec. 22, 2020

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Kitley, McAlister, Walz. Absent: 
Morency. Also present: 5 residents.
Public Comment: Bill Richardson spoke regarding 
the request to have a marijuana growing facility as 
put forth by Nate Glenn and Mallory Glenn. He is 
very much opposed and has included a letter which he 
read to the board and residents. The letter is available 
at the Township if anyone else would like to read the 
statement in its entirety. 
Consent Agenda: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to accept the consent agenda as presented. 
Aye/all; no/none. Absent: Morency. Motion carried. 
Kitley motioned with support from McAlister to 
pay the bills as listed on the Post Audit report in 
the amount of $5,474.90. Roll call vote: Yes/Kitley, 
Lance, McAlister, Walz. Absent: Morency. Motion 
carried. Kitley reported that there was no SAESA 
meeting in December. The Board was introduced to 
Ben Roe who will be our deputy on duty from the 
Sheriff Department in Jackson. He is scheduled to 
begin on January 4th, 2021. He is very eager to be 
located out here and has been involved working with 
schools and students as a liaison over the past years 
and has also worked in marine patrol and is qualified 
to teach boating classes. It looks like he will be a good 
fit for our Township. He will attend monthly board 
meetings to give reports.
Correspondence: None. 
Old Business: Wendy stated that there was no Parks 
and Recreation meeting in December, but they are 
planning to meet in January. The Walton Insurance 
quote will be voted on at January meeting. It doesn’t 
take effect until February 1, 2021.
New Business: Planning Commission discussed the 
date for the public hearing regarding zoning change 
permit application regarding the possibility of a Dollar 
General going in on Territorial Road. It was also 
decided to add Bill Richardson as a licensed Zoom 
user for the Township. 
Walz motioned with support from Lance to add 
Christine Harrison as Deputy Treasurer at the 

Township and have her name added as a signer on the 
bank accounts. Aye/all; no/none. Absent: Morency. 
Motion carried. 
Walz talked of the possibility of adding 2 millage 
proposals to the May ballot. One would be to help 
support the cost to have a Sheriff’s deputy on duty in 
our Township and one to help toward paving roads that 
are in great disrepair. The Township is required to pay 
70% of the cost of replacing/repairing secondary roads 
and the County pays 30%. We are asking for input from 
the residents on their feelings toward either of these 
proposals before we decide to move forward. Supervisor 
will call lawyer to get proposal language started.
Other Business That Comes Before The Board: Kitley 
motioned with support from Walz to amend our current 
budget to put $50,000 in new account number 101-301-
801-000 to cover the cost of having a sheriff’s deputy 
for 6 months in our Township. Roll call vote: Yes/Lance, 
McAlister, Walz, Kitley. No/none. Absent: Morency. 
Motion carried. $45,000 of the money is money left 
over from previous police account and could only be 
used for police or other public safety going forward. 
McAlister spoke about the marijuana facility request 
and that we need to address it before long. Lance said 
the ordinance could be changed before a zoning change 
is pursued. 
Public Comment: Cynthia Richardson read a very 
detailed statement regarding her sister in Oregon who 
worked in a marijuana growing facility as a Controller 
and all of the problems encountered while doing so. She 
gave the letter to the board. It is available for the public 
to view in its entirety.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 7:38 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. 
Absent: Morency. Motion carried.
The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, January 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. The next 
regular Board meeting will be on Tuesday, January 
26, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in 
the Stockbridge Community News at the end of each 
month, on our website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and 
on our Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan. 
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

UTPD Activity from Tuesday, December 
1st – Sunday December 31, 2020

Tuesday 12/1 - Suspicious Situation-
Parkdale Dr./Patterson Lake Dr., Fraud-E 
Trebesh Cir./Livermore Rd., Larceny-
Livermore Rd./E Trebesh Cir.
Wednesday 12/2 - Assist EMS-Bridgets 
Way/Howett Rd.
Thursday 12/3 - Domestic Verbal-Kuhn 
St./Main St., Intimidation/threats-M-
106/M-36
Friday 12/4 - Shots Fired-Spears Rd./
Donohue Rd.
Saturday 12/5 - Suspicious Vehicle-
Wasson Rd./Weller Rd., Assault Report-
Location Undisclosed
Sunday 12/6 - Assist other Agency-W. 
M-36/Acacia Trl., Physical Domestic-
Location Undisclosed, Welfare Check-Main 
St./Bullis Rd.
Monday 12/7 - Traffic Violation/Arrest-
Gregory Rd./Wasson Rd., Welfare Check-
Main St./Bullis Rd.
Tuesday 12/8 - Domestic Disturbance-
Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd.
Thursday 12/10 - Fraud-Plainfield/M-36
Friday 12/11 - Assist EMS-Bridgets Way/
Howlett Rd., Hit & Run-Wasson Rd./Weller 
Rd.
Sunday 12/13 - Shooting Accidental-
Location Undisclosed, Assist Other 
Department-Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd.
Monday 12/14 - Vehicle Theft-Hadley 

Rd./Joslin Lake Rd., Assist EMS-Worden 
Rd.-M-106
Wednesday 12/16 - Fraud-Plainfield 
Rd./M-36
Thursday 12/17 - Assist Unadilla Township 
Fire Dept.-Mickey Ln./M-36
Friday 12/18 - Animal Cruelty- Wasson Rd./
Damon Dr., Property Damage Accident-
Rockwell Rd./Green Rd., Assault Report-
Holmes Rd./Doyle Rd.
Saturday 12/19 - Traffic Citation/Arrest-
Dexter Trl./Main St.
Sunday 12/20 - Welfare Check-M-196/Main 
St.
Monday 12/21 - Larceny-Livermore Rd./W. 
Trebesh Cir. ,Assist EMS-M-36/Dexter Trl.
Tuesday 12/22 - Assist EMS-Holmes Rd./
Williamsville Rd.
Wednesday 12/23 - Assist EMS-Bridgets 
Way/Howlett Rd., Civil Complaint-Hadley 
Rd./Joslin Lake Rd.
Thursday 12/24 - Domestic Disturbance-
Doyle Rd./VanSyckle Rd.
Friday 12/25 - Suspicious Person-Hadley 
Rd./Joslin Lake Rd., Assist EMS-M-106/
Worden Rd.
Saturday 12/26 - Assist Other Agency-
Gregory Rd./Wedgewood Dr., Unknown 
Accident-Doyle Rd./Unadilla Rd., Respond 
to Alarm-Roepke Rd./Williamsville Rd.
Sunday 12/31 - Suspicious Vehicle-Bridgets 
Way/M-36, Larceny-Kuhn St./Main St.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department
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Student of the Month: 7th grader Madison Rusnock shares the joy of reading

Seventh grade student Madison Rusnock 
is an avid reader who loves books. 
“Madison gets so much joy from reading 
and understands deeply how it informs 
her own writing and makes people 
think about the universal themes in our 
society," said teacher Pam Gower.
Photo provided by Cindy Lance

by Cindy Lance
Seventh grade student Madison Rusnock is an avid reader who loves books.
“Madison gets so much joy from reading and understands deeply how it informs 

her own writing and makes people think about the universal themes in our society," 
said teacher Pam Gower.

In order to help her peers get all of the benefits of reading, Madison volunteers to 
talk about books in front of the class. She also volunteered to show the class how she 
reads books on Hoopla, a service of the Capital Area District Library.

 "Madison has even offered her help with organizing my classroom library to make 
it easier for students to find good books," Gower said.

Madison's favorite books are the "Diary of a Wimpy Kid" series. 
She also enjoys math, science, social studies and band. Outside of the classroom, 

she belongs to the National Junior Honor Society, is a member of the Student Council 
and works on the yearbook.

Lana Jaworski, middle school science teacher, said Madison's “curiosity for the 
natural world is evident in science class!"

"Her questions are thoughtful and take a step beyond the material taught,” 
Jaworski said.

Madison, the oldest child of Steve and Jennifer, is a big sister to two other siblings.
Parents and grandparents on both sides of the family are credited with playing the 

biggest influence in her life. 
Madison loves living in the Stockbridge area because her family has “property to 

ride their four-wheeler (and) raise chickens." 
"It seems like Stockbridge has just the right amount of students; you don’t feel lost," she said.
 She lives by the guideline of “Just Keep Swimming.” Whenever Madison gets tired, the phrase provides the motivation 

to keep going. This motivation she hopes will take her to Michigan State University, hopefully, with a spot on the 
basketball team. Eventually, Madison would like to own and manage a hotel. 

The project will use funds awarded from the IRS Low Income Housing Tax Credits 
(LIHTC) Program.

 A fire in August completely destroyed Building B. Local organizations collected donations 
of money, food, and clothing for the displaced residents.

 “At PK and Lakewood Apartments, we are so very excited to be able to continue to 
provide quality affordable housing and be able to make the upgrades to our buildings, so they 
function better for the long run. We also cannot wait to have our new building built so we are 
able to bring back some of our fire victims to the property. I can’t wait to see the residents’ 
reactions when they see their new apartments with all the updates that are coming!” said 
Marea Powell, director of property management for PK Companies.

 Prospective residents are encouraged to call the Lakewood Apartments leasing office to 
get on the waitlist for a spring move-in to a unit in the newly built B Building.

 The Lakewood Apartments project is part of a larger development project with a total of 
12 properties scattered throughout Michigan. The total construction cost for all 12 will be 
approximately $25 million.

Lakewood page 1

Enbridge 
presents 
$21K check to 
Stockbridge 
Community 
Outreach
Enbridge presented Stockbridge 
Community Outreach with a check 
for $21,000.  This included a grant 
for $16,000 for utility assistance 
plus $5,000 from Giving Tuesday in 
December. Photo credit Karen Smith
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Groups and resources that 
enrich our community

The local area is home to a wide array of nonprofit and charitable 
organizations, all for the benefit of local residents. The information below 
represents Stockbridge Community News' best efforts to compile descriptions and 
contact information. 

Not listed or notice an error? Please accept our apologies and email corrected 
information to Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail the NEWS, 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137. Also, if your organization has an event to 
advertise or announce free of charge in our “Community Calendar,” please 
contact the email above. 

American Legion Mackinder-Glenn Post 510. Founded in 1947, the 
Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Post 510 continues to be one of the pillars 
of the Stockbridge community. The post was named for two local residents who 
were killed in action during World War 1. These hometown heroes were Russell 
Mackinder and J.T. Glenn. Property for the post's site was donated by William 
Domine, which caused the local Legion to purchase the balance of the land where 
the Legion stands at 830 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The post consists of Legion 
Members (Veterans), SAL (Sons of the American Legion) ALR (American Legion 
Riders, a motorcycle group) and The Auxiliary. Over the years, the post has 
sponsored a variety of activities ranging from baseball to oratory competitions 
as well as Poppy Day sales for disabled veterans and veterans having difficulty 
getting assistance from other sources or a hardship is placed upon them. They 
can be depended upon to provide memorial honor guards as needed for veterans’ 
funerals. They also host an annual Ceremony for Disposal of Unserviceable Flags 
every June. The legion does not march in the light parade, but they do have a 
trailer leading the parade. On Memorial Day, they have a program at the post and 
members then march to the cemetery where a roll call of deceased veterans is 
done. For the past few years, SAL has prepared a meal for veteran members and 
spouses on Veterans Day. Also the Legion, SAL, ALR and the Auxiliary provide 
scholarships for relatives of members. Ongoing social activities include: bingo, 
euchre, an annual Chili Cookout, Fish Fries, several times during the fall, winter 
and spring and Thursday night specials that rotate between tacos, sliders, chicken 
wings and Coney dogs. Local members participate the Homecoming Parade in 
Stockbridge as well as in the Gregory Fourth of July parade. Since July 2019, any 
honorably discharged veteran who served after Dec. 7, 1941 is now able to join the 
American Legion and all are welcomed to do so. Wartime service was previously 
required. The “Legion Act” as it is named was signed into law in July of 2019. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the games and the meals and to participate in any 
of the other activities provided throughout the year. Phone 517-851-8445

Boy and Cub Scouts. Camping, archery, BB gun shooting, bottle/can drives, 
car washes, Pinewood Derby races—these are a few of the activities that Cub 
Scouts has to offer. Come join the adventure. Interested? Want info? Contact Mike 
Stoffer at phone 734-355-3070 or email at mikestoffer8@gmail.com.

Churches: The Stockbridge area is home to a wide assortment of churches and 
religious organizations. Currently recorded churches in our area include: 

First Presbyterian, 101 S. Center. Contact Linda or Kate at 851-7015. 
Stockbridge United Methodist, 219 East Elizabeth, Contact: Elizabeth, 851-

7676. 
St. Cornelian and Cyprion Catholic, Catholic Church Road, contact Bonnie 

at 517-589-8492 or bonnie@saintsjcc.org. 
Gregory Community Church, 126 Church Street, Gregory. 734-498-2541. 
Trinity Lutheran, Pinckney. 
Church of Christ, 4783 S. M-52 Stockbridge, 851-8141.
Highest Praise Worship Center, 5107 Clinton, Stockbridge. 851-7758. 
Crossroads Community Church, 950 S. Clinton, Stockbridge. 851-7075. 
First Methodist Church of Waterloo, Territorial Rd., Stockbridge 851-7287. 
Good Shepherd Mission, 5050 E. M-36, 851-9800. 
Jeruel Baptist Church, 11400 Plum Orchard Rd, Munith, 517-596-2128. 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 15800 Graves Road, Gregory, 734-

498-2601. 

Millville United Methodist Church, 1932 N. M-52, Stockbridge. 851-7853. 
Munith United Methodist, 122 N. M-36, Munith, 517-596-2441. 
Plainfield United Methodist Church, 17845 M-36, Stockbridge, 851-7651. 
Southwest Church of Nazarene, 1455 Holmes Rd, Gregory, 734-498-2682. 
Trinity Pentecostal Church, 4935 Freiermuth Rd. 517-565-3310. 
Unadilla Presbyterian Church, 20175 Williamsville Road, Gregory. 734-498-

7114. 
The Stockbridge Community News is pleased to allocate special sections of 

the December and April print editions to numerous holiday activities underway 
in these organizations. Please see our online and print “Community Calendar” for 
specific church activities and events each month. 

Friends of the Stockbridge Library organizes the annual Silent Auction 
and helps with book sales. The Friends help with programming and purchasing 
needed items for the Stockbridge Library. For info, contact P.O. Box 802 or email 
eileenconti50@gmail.com.

Girl Scouts. Enjoy field trips, camping, cultural studies and more. For info, 
contact Kate Wigent at 517-742-4741, or contact Membership Specialist Callie 
Frey with the Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan at 517-742-4741.

Gregory Senior Center. All who are interested please join this fun, 
independent group. We are located at 126 Webb Street. Open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dues are $10 per year and membership is open 
to all persons over the age of 55 years, regardless of residency. Trips and special 
events are planned in addition to weekly penny bingo and euchre games. Lunch 
$3. Please call at least a day in advance. For more info or to schedule a lunch 
delivery, please call Dick Ellsworth, 517-202-1161 or 517-449-5629. If the school 
is closed due to weather, the senior center will be closed. 

Happy Hustlers 4~H. Interested in 4-H? Happy Hustlers meet generally once 
a month. Any youth 5 years or older may join. The goal of 4-H is to develop 
citizenship, leadership responsibility and life skills of youth through positive 
learning programs. Whether you are interested in crafts, photography, or animals, 
you can discover these programs through Happy Hustlers 4-H Club. If interested 
please ask to join our Happy Hustlers 4-H page or call Carrie Zeitz at 517-204-
1336 or Holly Whitaker, 517-937-9547. Meetings are held at Heritage School on 
the second Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.Check us out on Facebook.

Munith Rod & Gun Club. Spring through fall, daytime and under the lights, 
the nonprofit MR&GC sports club sponsors American Trapshooting Association 
(ATA) events and fun shoots. The trapshooter club welcomes all adults and 
accompanied minors on Friday nights at 5 p.m. for trapshooting practice April 
through October. Location: 11455 Fitchburg Rd, Munith, Michigan. Contact: 517-
745-3783.

Munith/Stockbridge Community Pay It Forward Group is a local online 
outreach project solely aimed at helping our community and neighbors at the 
micro level. Though the local economy has improved since PIF's founding in 
2012, the mission to bring aid to those in need remains. With neighbors helping 
neighbors throughout the surrounding communities, the group’s format and 
guidelines are simple: If you are in need of help, it doesn't matter what it is, post 
it. Not comfortable asking publicly? Contact one of the administrators privately 
and confidentially. Know someone in need? Post for them. Someone will see it and 
help. Your kid needs winter coat? Good chance someone on this page will have 
one. Public Announcements, Lost and Found Pets and Employment Opportunities. 
This is not a “For Sale” page and all items must be donated freely. Have an item 
you no longer want or need? Post it. Chances are a neighbor will want or need it. 
Need a ride to work because your car broke down? Post it. Maybe someone on 
here is going that way. Can’t pay the light bill? If we can’t help here, we will put 
you in contact with someone who can. 

Now, if you see someone post something and you can help them, times are 
hard and we have all been there. Some are blessed with more than what they 
need, and others don’t have enough. Connect with us on Facebook at Munith/
Stockbridge Community Pay it Forward Group or email us via our sister group at 
wakeupstockbridge@gmail.com.

Open Air Market of Stockbridge. A 501(c)3 Farmers Market held every 
Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge Township Square from first Friday in 
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May through October as weather permits. Local and regional musicians perform 
in the gazebo between 5:30 and 7 p.m. May through August. Our products include 
local cheese, frozen chicken and pork, honey and eggs. Produce and fruits include 
fresh corn, tomatoes, potatoes, beans, squash, peppers, herbs, salad greens, 
apples, peaches, pears, strawberries and melons. We have baked goods including 
bread, pies, sweet breads, coffee cake, cookies and more. Artisan crafts include 
handmade soaps, candles, herbal lotions and sprays, greeting cards and art. We 
welcome other nonprofit organizations to set up booths for free. Off season, the 
event continues indoors on select dates. The Market participates in Small Business 
Saturday and has four winter markets in the Presbyterian Church Hall (dates can 
change). Contact information: OAM, P.O. Box 382, Stockbridge, MI 49285, 517-
851-7437, suznort@juno.com, and we’re on Facebook.

Panther Cubs PTO a 501(C)(3) nonprofit comprised of parent volunteers, 
teachers and administrators. The mission of the PTO is to support the needs of 
the staff and students of Stockbridge schools. Funds raised by the group pay for 
teacher supplies, field trip transportation, movie licensing, special assemblies, 
playground equipment and more. The PTO also organizes events such as family 
fun nights, dances for students and teacher appreciation lunches. Meetings are 
held at Heritage Elementary the first Tuesday of the month at 4 p.m. Additionally 
a parent volunteer meeting will be held the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Heritage 
at 6 p.m. with the first meeting Jan. 22nd. Want more information? Interested in 
being a part? Check us out on facebook https://facebook.com/panthercubspto/ 
Want to receive our monthly newsletter? 

Shop Rat Foundation. Founded in 2004 by manufacturing entrepreneur, Chris 
Salow, the Shop Rat Foundation promotes and provides learning opportunities for 
youth enrolled in grades 6-12 to gain a better understanding of the manufacturing 
industry through participation in Shop Rat Education Program offerings. The 
Foundation’s mission is “to ignite interest in manufacturing careers among 
youth through innovation and outreach.” Its educational program incorporates 
hands-on, project-based curriculum modules focused on machining, welding, 
engineering, construction and modern manufacturing (including mechatronics 
and additive manufacturing). The program is currently facilitating after-school 
classes, in-school partnership activities and summer camps in Jackson, Livingston, 
Eaton, Hillsdale, Ingham and Lenawee Counties. Facilities are located at 11855 
Bunkerhill Rd., Pleasant Lake, MI 49272. Can be found at www.shoprat.org . 
Contact Kelly Burr Kofflin at: shopratfoundation@gmail.com for information.

SRSLY (text language for “seriously”) SRSLY's mission is to empower and 
equip youth to reach their full potential by remaining substance-free. SRSLY 
promotes positive family, school, and community involvement. We also work 
to limit youth access to alcohol and other drugs and to reduce parental and peer 
approval of youth drug use. We focus on primary prevention, which means we 
aim to stop substance use before it ever starts. That's why we focus our efforts on 
youth ages 10-15, but our coalition is open to anyone interested in promoting a 
more positive and healthy community. SRSLY receives support from the Office 
of National Drug Control Policy's Drug-Free Communities Program, St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea, the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation, and the Coghlan Family 
Foundation. For more information or to volunteer, email info@srslystockbridge.
org or call 517-985-6115. 

Visit www.srslystockbridge.org or follow SRSLY Stockbridge on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce focuses on helping businesses and 
residents succeed by making our community a better place to work, live, dine, and 
play. We are organized to achieve the objective of: promoting growth, community, 
and volunteerism to the communities of Gregory, Munith, and Stockbridge by 
supporting other local groups or individuals for the common good and organizing 
events that attract and retain businesses and residents. Website https://www.
stockbridgeareachamber.org/ or visit our Facebook page. 

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation was founded in 2000 as a 501(c) 
(3) tax-exempt organization affiliated with the Jackson County Community 
Foundation. SAEF offers many benefits to the Gregory, Munith and Stockbridge 
areas through the generous donations of community members and participation 
in its primary annual fundraiser, the Festival of Tables. SAEF enhances the 
educational opportunities available to all its citizens through quarterly grants and 

scholarships. Donations offer educational support to community members and 
organizations, contributing to a more positive and enriched future. Phone 517-851-
7188 or visit www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef .

Stockbridge Area Arts Council (SAAC) is a nonprofit, all-volunteer 
organization dedicated to providing opportunities for area residents of all 
ages to participate in and enjoy the performing arts and cultural events in our 
community. Since its inception in 1990, the SAAC has improved the aesthetics 
of the Township Hall by contributing funds for a new stage curtain and audience 
seating, purchasing a new sound system, purchasing and providing ongoing 
maintenance of the grand piano, and improving the lighting system. The SAAC 
sponsors an annual art show in the Township Hall, offers an annual scholarship 
for a selected Stockbridge student to participate in a summer arts program, and 
sponsors performances by the Stockbridge Festival Chorus. SAAC meets every 
4th Tuesday, September – November, and January – June at 7 p.m. in Room 108 
of the Stockbridge Activity Building (former middle school). New members are 
welcome. For more info: contact President Dick Borden at trombonerichard@
yahoo.com .

The Stockbridge Area Garden Club, first established in 1984, serves the 
greater Stockbridge area. Its 20-plus members seek to beautify public areas, 
educate people on the how-to’s of flower gardening, and support civic projects. 
Among other undertakings, the garden club decorates the Township Hall and 
Square, weeds and waters the cemetery flag garden, and helps families in need 
through Stockbridge Community Outreach. Meetings are generally held the 
first Monday of the month generally at 1 p.m. All interested are invited. Contact 
risnerco@gmail.com or mail the Stockbridge Garden Club, P.O. Box 612, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285.

Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society (SAGHS) is dedicated to 
preserving and promoting genealogical and historical information throughout the 
greater Stockbridge area. SAGHS offices are located in the Stockbridge Town Hall 
on the lower level. P.O. Box 966, Stockbridge, MI 49285. For info about general 
public meetings, please check our website: www.stockbridgeareaghs.org. Contact 
stockbridgeareaghs@hotmail.com.

Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition (SAWC) was created by the 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation (5HF) to help improve the overall wellness of the area served 
by the former Chelsea Hospital. 5HF is a tax-exempt, private charitable foundation 
governed by a volunteer board of directors. The mission of the 5HF is to cultivate 
improvements in personal and community wellness. SAWC aims to serve all those 
within the Stockbridge school district, focusing on four pillars of health identified 
by 5HF: making healthy connections, eating better, moving more, and avoiding 
unhealthy substances. One of the first projects undertaken was to establish the 
Stockbridge Wellness Center, but other interventions include improving the trail 
systems, building and improving playgrounds and parks, helping to build the 
Heritage pavilion and community greenhouse, supporting the Open Air Market 
and Outreach’s Tide Me Over, establishing SRSLY Stockbridge and planning for 
wellness improvements for the future. All are invited, encouraged, and welcome 
to join SAWC. Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday each month at 
5:30 p.m. in Room 108 of the Stockbridge Activity Center (in the old Middle 
School building) enter through door # 20. Other communities involved with 
5HF are Chelsea, Dexter, Grass Lake, and Manchester. To learn more about the 
Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition and 5HF, visit www.5healthytowns.org or 
www.facebook.com/stockbridgewellnesscoalition or email jormayer76@gmail.
com.

Stockbridge Athletic Boosters (SAB) is a nonprofit organization that 
brings parents and community members together, dedicated to encouraging and 
supporting athletes and athletic programs in the Stockbridge Community School 
District. This is done through various fundraising opportunities such as event 
concessions and larger community events such as the Harlem Wizards fundraiser 
last spring, which helped purchase equipment for the new weight room in the Jr/Sr 
High School. SAB is always looking for volunteers to help work concessions and 
fundraising events, students may even work to cover pay-to-play fees. To find out 
more, find us on Facebook @Stockbridge Athletic Boosters. Stay tuned for news 
on our next big fundraising event this spring! Go Panthers!

Stockbridge Community Education. This department of the Stockbridge 
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Community Schools oversees community use of the school buildings and property 
and also organizes enrichment and recreation programs for the district for all ages. 
Offices are located in Smith Elementary School, 100 Price Avenue, Stockbridge. 
Phone 517-851-7735 ext. 3207, website http://panthernet.net/departments/
community-education/ and Stockbridge Community-Education on Facebook. 
Volunteers are always needed to teach a class, coach a team, or help at events. 

Stockbridge Community Greenhouse is up and running. A few community 
members have shared their gardening tips with our students, and we encourage 
others to reach out to Josh Nichols 517-917-3223 or at nicholsj@panthernet.net if 
they would like to share information or use some of the space in the greenhouse 
for their gardening needs.

Stockbridge Community News is a volunteer-run, nonprofit, public 
information service operated by volunteers. Our mission is to serve as a hub of 
quality, consistent local information to build a stronger community. As an IRS 
501(C) (4) organization, we depend on the support of donors and sponsors. Over 
the course of our first three years of existence, the News has grown from a four-
page newsletter to a full-fledged public information organization. Our website 
(stockbridgecommunitynews.com) and Facebook page regularly serve more 
than 30,000 viewers each month. Our print edition, mailed monthly to more than 
8,200 households in the Stockbridge School District, reaches an estimated 24,000 
residents in the Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg area and portions of 
White Oak, Grass Lake, Leslie, Pleasant Lake, plus portions of Washtenaw and 
Jackson County. As you plan your gift giving for the end of the year, we hope you 
will keep us in mind, and we always need and welcome volunteers in a variety of 
areas. The News may be reached at P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137 or through 
email at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.

Stockbridge Community Outreach was organized during the fall of 1981 
because local churches had become unable to handle the volume of requests for 
help. The first food pantry was in a room in the basement of a church. We are 
now located in the old Middle School (now the Stockbridge Activity Center), 
305 W. Elizabeth, Room 120 and are open three days a week. We currently 
offer assistance with food (once monthly), utilities, housing, transportation, and 
prescriptions. We have clothing and small household goods—all free to the public. 
We coordinate the Tide Me Over weekend and summer food programs for kids and 
families who are on the free or reduced lunch program. We participate with the 
Fresh Food Initiative of Jackson, offering weekly food distributions to anyone who 
shows up at the site. Our facilities are used for government food distribution, and 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas we offer special food and gift programs. We make 
referrals to other agencies for specific needs. Our hours: Mon. & Fri., 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Wed. 1 to 6 p.m. We also provide emergency assistance to those living in the 
Stockbridge School District. For info, call 517-851-7285 or find us on Facebook. 
Our mailing address is PO Box 682 - Stockbridge Activity Center, Stockbridge, 
MI 49285.

Stockbridge Golden Years Senior Citizens’ Nutrition Site meets Fridays in 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Lunch is served at noon, followed by bingo. Social 
time starts at 10:30 a.m. Ages 60+, $3 donation requested, but not required RSVP 
is appreciated. Call Betti Wetherell by 5 p.m. Wed., 517-206-9035. Info@tcoa.org. 
or www.tcoa.org/resources/nutrition-services.

Stockbridge Lions and Lioness Clubs in Stockbridge. The Stockbridge 
Lions Club provides ongoing financial support to a wide range of organizations, 
events and foundations, including Stockbridge Community Outreach, Waterloo 
Farm Museum, Stockbridge Area Arts Council, American Diabetes Association, 
Bear Lake Camp, Stockbridge Day in the Village, Gregory Fourth of July 
Celebration, Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. The Stockbridge Lions 
Club has awarded over $250,000 over the past years to graduating seniors of 
Stockbridge High School to help further their educations. The group meets the 
first Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Stockbridge Township Hall. Anyone interested 
in joining or contacting the Lions Club may contact Lance Chapman, Lions Club 
President, at lance.chapman@rocketmail.com. 

The Lioness Club is a service organization that focuses on, but is not limited 
to sight. The club earns money by working Lions Club bingo every Monday. 
Earnings are given to local charities and state charities. The Lionesses meet the 

fourth Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the Presbyterian Church basement. 
Stockbridge Masonic Lodge a charitable organization that supports many 

causes in the Stockbridge area, including scholarship programs at the high 
school, sponsoring teams through Community Education and raising funds and 
sponsoring Adopt-A-Family for Stockbridge Community Outreach. A Mason is 
a member of the oldest and largest goodwill fraternity in the world, known as 
Masonry or Freemasonry. Masonry teaches that each man has a duty to make life 
better, not just for himself, but for everyone. They are in all likelihood the oldest 
continuing group within our community having established themselves by 1862 
in Stockbridge. Their meeting hall is located on the second floor of the building 
which now houses Hometown Pharmacy. You can see their insignia on the door 
between the two Hometown Pharmacy Doors. Their charter does not permit the 
solicitation of members, but they are always happy to include new ones. Their 
history in the community is a long and active one. Contact Greg Uihlein at 734-
905-0990 or greguihlein@howardhanna.com.

Their Guardian, Their Voice a small group of community members 
connecting in an online forum working together to offer help with short-term 
assistance for families in crisis and struggling to feed or care for their pets and/
or livestock. Their Guardian, Their Voice will also try to assist with placement, 
adoption, general medical care, and the occasionally emergency medical care 
when funds are available. We are not a wealthy community and resources are 
limited and the list is long but we do our best to meet immediate needs. Our end 
goal is always to make sure any animal doesn’t go hungry or suffer. If someone 
is not comfortable asking publicly for assistance, they can contact one of the 
administrators privately and confidentially. Coverage area is Ingham County, 
Jackson County and immediate surrounding counties. For more information, 
contact Heather Walling at guardiansvoice@hotmail.com or connect with us on 
Facebook at Their Guardian, Their Voice. Ongoing donations can be made at 
paypal.me/guardiansvoice.

Tide Me Over, a backpack program that is part of Outreach, works to stave 
off hunger among the elementary school’s most vulnerable students by sending 
food home with children to tide them over the weekend. Currently, the program 
provides weekend meals to more than 100 Stockbridge elementary students, pre-
kindergarten through sixth grade. Donations may be made c/o the TMO program 
to Stockbridge Outreach, located in the Old Middle School, Mondays and Fridays 
(9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and Wednesdays 1 to 6 p.m. Mail to Stockbridge Community 
Outreach, P.O. Box 682, Stockbridge, MI 49285. Questions or comments? Email 
56Hollowayc@gmail.com

Town Hall Players Our hometown community theater group is always looking 
for new members: actors, musicians, technical directors, designers, backstage and 
front-of-house crew, and other volunteers. THP relies on the generous support of 
local businesses, groups, and individuals to continue to produce good local theater. 
See our Facebook page Stockbridge Town Players. If you would like more info or 
to sponsor a show or the complete season, please find us on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/stockbridgethp/. We can be contacted at stockbridgethp@
gmail.com.

Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities an online forum and 
movement of like-minded individuals with the mindset of community unity 
and pride. Its goals include making our community inviting for all near and far, 
coming together as a community united rather than divided, and addressing the 
harder issues and concerns surrounding us. Wake Up Stockbridge, which started as 
a Facebook group to discuss community goals, is a positive entity that welcomes 
different points of view and opinions. Working closely with their sister group 
Munith/Stockbridge Pay It Forward to make the simplest of needs to larger of 
needs meet as best they can, to ease economic burdens. The group has grown 
into local gatherings that host community projects. It conducts various types of 
activities and initiatives for young and old resident or not. Although Wake Up 
highlights Stockbridge as our central point, we are an all inclusive group helping 
overlapping communities and neighbors. “After all, it does not take a village, 
township or district to make a community. It takes like-minded people who simply 
care,” Tina Mullins. For more information, contact Tina at wakeupstockbridge@
gmail.com or via Facebook at Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities.
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Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museums located 
at 13493 Waterloo-Munith Road, Grass Lake, MI 49240) is 
maintained and staffed by volunteer workers and members of the 
Waterloo Area Historical Society (WAHS). We have operated 
as a community service since 1962, giving tours, living history 
interpretations, demonstrations, educational meetings, and 
craft classes. To volunteer, see our website or Facebook page. 
Contact WAHS at P.O. Box 37, Stockbridge, MI 49285, email: 
waterloofarmmuseum.org, or call the Farm Museum at 517-
596-2254 to leave a message. See our Facebook page. Open for 
weekend tours starting the first weekend after Memorial Day and 
ending the weekend before Labor Day.

Waterloo Needlework Club. This group has continued 
making needlework quilts, knitting and crocheting for people in 
need since 1911. The club has supported a number of different 
charities through the years, including making bandages for 
injured soldiers during World Wars I and II. WNC supports 
a number of current charities with quilts or money and will 
be demonstrating our crafts at Pioneer Day in October at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum. We appreciate donations of good 
cotton fabric, batting, or money to buy these items. We meet the 
2nd and 4th Thursday of every month at 10 a.m. at the Munith 
United Methodist Church. For info call Jan, 517-769-2172, 
powelljanice02@gmail.com.

Groups and resources that 
enrich our community 
continued

First doses were being administered at the MSU Pavilion 
for Agriculture and Livestock Education. Second doses will be 
administered to staff 21 days following the first dose. 

District staff members report that the process was very 
organized. In addition to Health Department workers, the 
National Guard, Michigan State Police, and Ingham County 
Sheriff Department were on hand to assist. 

According to teacher Cheryl Walsh, “The process went 
very well. I was instructed to pull into a specific line of cars. A 
National Guard member approached my car and took registration 
paperwork. They asked if this was my first or second dose and 
then wrote on my windshield which dose I was to receive. A 
Health Department employee then gave me my first dose of the 
Pfizer Vaccine in my left arm through the open window in my 
car.” 

Each vaccine recipient was required to wait in his/her vehicle 
for 15 minutes to check for any adverse reactions. Then the line 
of vehicles was released all at once. 

Junior/Senior high school teacher Robert Richards said, “I 
never left my vehicle. My arm doesn't hurt, and I feel great.” 

English teacher Elizabeth Cyr noted that she had no soreness. 
“The only change I noticed was I had an odd taste in my throat. 
That passed in a few hours.” 

Jessica Martell, English teacher, said she felt great! She is 
more concerned about the second dose. “Round two has been 
making more people feel ill,” Martell said. 

In general, district staff is feeling optimistic that the vaccine 
will help them return to the classroom for in-person instruction. 
Education at the time of this worldwide crisis is a major issue. 
Let's hope school staff can return to their classrooms thanks to the 
discovery and rollout of this new vaccine. 

Staff page 1

In fact, the duo was named the Axis Radio 2020 
Independent Artist of the Year at the end of 2020. The 
Enemy Line also is considered one of Country Music Canada 
Magazine's "Who to Watch in 2021!"

The two have traveled on a musical journey that began 
with 16-year-old Kurt and little sister Kymee, 9, practicing 
in the den at their farm. Kurt focused on developing his 
guitar skills, while Kymee worked on her vocals. All the 
while, Kurt saw something in his baby sister, and with his 
encouragement she gained confidence to go after a musical 
career. As The Enemy Line, they perform classic country, 
rock and modern country.

You might ask, "What do you do when you come across 
The Enemy Line?"

"You don't cross 'em!" Kurt answers with a playful 
chuckle.

It's better to just take some time and listen.
Shortly after the creation of the band in 2016, the duo 

joined the WITL radio Country Christmas Party, opening 
for Uncle Kracker and David Lee Murphy. The Enemy Line 
also performed at the CMA Music Festival in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

Duo page 1

Kurt Stone, Beverly Godson Jenkins and 
Kymee Dawn at TuneDesign recording 
studio. Photo provided by The Enemy Line

The release of 'Numb' 
"Numb," an original collaboration between Kymee and Matt Adkins, was released July 3, 2020. It was 

originally written as a breakup song, but with the duo being brother and sister, it was decided it would be 
weird to portray in a video. 

So the two decided to honor their late older brother Chris. "To recreate (the song) into a memorial 
tribute to our brother Chris would be more fitting," Kurt said.

Shortly after the release of "Numb," Kymee came across Ms. Beverly Gosdon Jenkins on Facebook. 
Ms. Beverly, as the duo affectionately refers to her, is the wife of the late Vern Gosdon, who was known 
as the "The Voice of Country Music" throughout the '80s. His hits included "Dim Lights Thick Smoke," 
"Set 'Em Up Joe" and "Chiseled in Stone."

Kymee shared the band's song "Numb" with Ms. Beverly. Upon hearing the band's work, Ms. Beverly 
invited the brother and sister to Georgia and offered them the opportunity to cover one of Vern Gosdon's 
best songs, "Chiseled in Stone."

'Chiseled in Stone' gains steam
In late October 2020, the duo headed south with an invite to join Ms. Beverly and the Georgia A-team 

at TuneDesign studio to record "Chiseled in Stone." 
Within days of the duo's return home, they announced they had a management offer with Ms. Beverly, 

who is currently assuming full management and production of The Enemy Line music. 
"Chiseled in Stone" was immediately picked up by Country/Country Christian radio. The duo will 

work in the near future with a writer of songs performed by George Jones and Keith Whitley, and the 
writer of "Watermelon Crawl" by Tracy Bird. 

As if in a whirlwind, The Enemy Line was launched into several platforms on the internet and 
100,000-watt (mainstream) radio world with airplay in Ireland, Australia, the United Kingdom, Canada 
and the U.S. Along with the airplay, they were interviewed on "The Brother Stone Show" on Solid State 
Radio and The Cabin with Don Pearse and Sauerkraut show on Axis Radio.

“Best version I have heard in my career – and is now in my personal library. If you hit my library, you 
are going to go somewhere,” DJ host Don Pearse shared in an in-depth interview with The Enemy Line. 
Both Kurt and Kymee humbly thanked him for his comments, however they faltered to agree.

Other hits keep coming 
Amid travels between Michigan and Georgia, The Enemy Line released their second original, 

"Fireball," a hard rocking country anthem for fed-up good women. Upon its release, it hit the charts, 
landing at No. 3 on Indie Rampage Country, for independent artists. 

Within a month of their first trip to Georgia, the duo and their parents flew back to Georgia to record 
another powerhouse original "Made For Loving You," written by Kurt Stone and co-writer Matt Adkins. 
Upon its release, "Made for Loving You" charted No. 2 on Indie Rampage Country.

As if a Christmas gift of 2020 accolades, in less than six months following the release of their first 
song "Numb," The Enemy Line held four positions on the Top 10 Indie Rampage Radio:

7. The Enemy Line – "Fireball"
8.The Enemy Line - "Chiseled in Stone"
9. The Enemy Line - "Made for Loving You"
10. The Enemy Line – "Numb"
The Enemy Line also was set to perform at the end of January with shows in Greenville, S.C., at the 

Pump House with fellow artist The Corey Stevenson Band. An entire Southern tour is expected to follow 
sometime in late 2021.

The past six months of achievements highlight The Enemy Line's natural talent and demonstrate a 
willingness to do the hard work. With an additional signing with the Country Roads Record Label, you 
can only imagine the success this brother and sister duo will achieve with all their dreams before them. 

Follow The Enemy Line on Facebook and find its music on all major digital platforms including 
Spotify, iTunes, Amazon, Apple Music and YouTube.
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Article by Mary Jo David
Last year, due to the onset of COVID-19, the government extended the usual April deadline to July for filing taxes. No such luck this 

year—at least not so far. As of the writing of this column, the IRS expects Americans to file their 2020 taxes by April 15, 2021.
How early can you file?
According to Forbes.com, “The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has announced that tax season will open on Friday, February 12, 2021…

The IRS will begin accepting paper and electronic tax returns that day.” 
While this writer knows no one who enjoys filing taxes, it can pay to file them early. Sure, those expecting a refund can benefit from 

an earlier refund if they file early. But what about those who owe? According to Intuit’s TurboTax website, filing your taxes early can also 
benefit you if you owe taxes so you can plan for how to make the payment. Remember, filing in February doesn’t mean you have to pay 
what you owe in February; you still have until the filing deadline to pay. 

It’s tax time again: File early. File smart.

Mary Jo David

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

There’s another reason to file early, one that’s not as obvious as those already 
mentioned: Filing early can reduce the chance of someone fraudulently filing 
a return in your name, pocketing your refund, and getting away with it. If the 
fraudulent return is filed before your legitimate return is filed, it’s your legitimate 
return that the IRS is going to kick back, and it can take months to sort out the 
problem. According to TurboTax, “This scam occurs early in the tax season, well 
before most taxpayers file. Take every possible precaution to keep your SSN secret, 
and if possible, file your taxes early.” 

Steer clear of errors when filing
This year, like last year, Cherie Van Blaircum of CTS-Tax LLC in Gregory 

was the only tax adviser to reply to my inquiries for advice I can publish to help 
Stockbridge area residents prepare for the upcoming tax season. And once again, Photo credit: irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040.pdf 

she has provided excellent advice. For example, when it comes to avoiding filing mistakes, Van Blaircum shared this: 
“From my perspective the most common mistake people make when preparing/filing their taxes is not utilizing free resources available to them.” 
For example, she mentioned that people who do not make over $72,000 in a year can file their taxes for free using the IRS website. “Tax preparation firms are 

supposed to let taxpayers know when they qualify to free file (Federal taxes only), but we get so busy we sometimes forget to let the taxpayer know.” 
Van Blaircum is a huge proponent of e-filing, which she believes is safer and more accurate. Following are some useful reminders Van Blaircum shared for filing 

personal, nonbusiness income tax returns for 2020. Keep these in mind if doing your own taxes. If you’re taking them to a tax preparer, double-check to make sure these 
things are taken into consideration:

• This year you are allowed to deduct up to $300 in cash charitable donations to 501c3 exempt organizations, even if you don't itemize. Of course, you need to have 
proof of the donation in the form of canceled checks, receipts etc.

See StockBiz on page 21.
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Bridge to Wellness
February – Add core exercises to strengthen midsection, help everyday movement 

by Gary Hicks
Congratulations to everyone who participated in the January Fitness Challenge sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition! 

What a great way to jump-start a fitness routine. Walking is a wonderful, low-impact exercise. Your joints will love it, plus it improves 
circulation, increases bone density and strength, and improves cardiovascular fitness. Maintain your progress by continuing to walk as part of 
your fitness routine.

For February, we will build upon last month’s foundation by adding core exercises. Your “core” is the group of muscles in your 
midsection—front, back, and sides. Core muscles coordinate to stabilize the abdominal region and the lower back. They’re also responsible for 
efficient movement of the arms, legs, and spine.

Sure, strong ab muscles look good, but the benefits of a strong core go far beyond looks. Strong core muscles aid most physical activities, 
like walking, running, golf, tennis and baseball. For those whose glorious athletic years are long past, core strength continues to be important 
for everyday movement, such as standing properly, getting out of chairs, sitting up in bed, climbing stairs, and carrying objects.

Gary Hicks

Strong abs also contribute to strong lower-back muscles. Ab exercises support and strengthen muscles that travel along the spine, which can help prevent pain 
triggered by overuse, muscle strain, or injuries to the ligaments and discs supporting the spine.

A consistent core exercise routine, combined with a sensible, low-calorie, low-fat diet, can contribute to a slimmer physique and assist with overall strength and 
balance. Better balance means you’re less likely to sustain a fall that could injure your hips, knees and other areas. Gaining muscle in the abdominal area also can burn 
unwanted fat.

Chair exercises for your core
Some very effective ab exercises can be done while sitting in a chair: Lean back, 

extend your legs until they are horizontal to the floor, and point your toes toward 
the wall. Flutter-kick your legs as though you are swimming. Start with small flutter 
kicks. Perform this exercise for 30 seconds and rest for one minute. Repeat four to 
six times. After a few days or weeks, as you notice strength gains, move on to larger 
kicks.

For a second great chair exercise for your abs: Once again, while seated, lean 
back, extend your legs until they are horizontal to the floor and point your toes 
toward the wall. This time, keeping your legs and feet together, slowly bend your 
knees and bring them toward your chest. Go as far as you can, and then slowly move 
back to the starting position. Perform this exercise for six slow repetitions, which 
constitutes one set. Perform four to six sets. 

Monthly Fitness Challenge: Become a Plank “Ab Master”
The plank is an exercise that strengthens the spine and abdominal muscles and 

helps improve posture while assisting in keeping your bones aligned. If you don’t 
know how to plank, look online for instructions. For example, this site shows a 
straight-arm plank and a forearm-plank variation: www.greatist.com/fitness/perfect-
plank#plank-variations. 

Following is this month’s schedule for the plank challenge:
February 1-5: Each day hold a plank position for one minute
February 8-12: Each day hold a plank position for 90 seconds
February 15-19: Each day hold a plank position for 105 seconds
February 22-26: Each day hold a plank position for two minutes
The abdominal muscles are very resilient and will respond quickly to exercise. 

The goal here is not to get six-pack abs, but to build a strong core. 
See Fitness on page 21.
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Obituaries

Karen Elaine (Fink) Haywood
Ja. 28, 1943 to Dec. 27, 2020

Karen Elaine (Fink) Haywood, age 77, of 
Stockbridge, MI, passed away on December 27, 
2020 at Michigan Medicine in Ann Arbor, MI, due 
to complications of COVID-19. She was born on 
January 28, 1943 in Stockbridge, the daughter of 
Raymond and Dorothy (Ellis) Fink. On December 
12, 1959, she married Raymond Haywood; 
Raymond preceded her in death on March 28, 1992. 
Karen lived in Stockbridge her entire life. She was 
a caring nurse for many years. Once retired, she 
enjoyed helping her daughter and granddaughter 
at Country Petals in Stockbridge. Above all, 
family was very important to her, especially her 
granddaughters and great-grandson. Karen looked 
forward to casino visits, and especially loved 

playing the keno machines. She hated to lose, but was always eager to return 
and try her luck again. She is is survived by her daughter, Patty (Gary) Young 
of Stockbridge, son, Tom Haywood of Leslie, brother, Donald (Karla) Fink of 
Stockbridge; granddaughters, Sara Dancer of Stockbridge and Erica (Evan) Barrett 
of Leslie; and great-grandson, Drew Dancer of Stockbridge. Karen was preceded 
in death by her parents and her husband. In accordance with her wishes, Karen 
has been cremated. A memorial service will be held at a later date. Expressions 
of sympathy in memory of Karen may be given to St. Jude Children's Research 
Hospital. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Karen Elaine (Fink) Haywood

Lois Ann Bivins
Feb. 19, 1937 to Nov. 13, 2020

On Friday, November 13, 2020, our beloved Lois 
Ann passed away at the age of 83. Lois was born 
February 19, 1937 in Turtle Creek, PA to Gerald 
and Alice (Chapman) Stewart. She graduated from 
Turtle Creek High School in 1955 and went to work 
for US Steel in Pittsburgh. She then married the first 
love of her life, Donald Lee Gardner, on October 12, 
1957. After spending a few years in Virginia, they 
moved to Whitewood Lake in Pinckney, where she 
enjoyed lake living and developed many skills: water 
skiing, snowmobiling, ice skating, and motorcycling. 
Lois was active in her community as a Brownie 
leader, member of the Order of Eastern Star, and 
served as Mother Advisor to Pinckney chapter of 
Rainbow Girls. She had a long career, spanning 
35 years, starting with administrative assistant to 
the superintendent of Pinckney High School. She 

transferred to the US Government - VA Hospital, Ann Arbor as administrative 
assistant to the Chief of Staff, and later transferred to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, from where Lois retired in 1995. After the loss of her first husband in 
1987, Lois was blessed to find love again. She married Jerrold Bivins on July 
12, 1991. They moved to Stockbridge and went into business, opening Jerrold’s 
Quality Flooring. They enjoyed many years of ballroom dancing and small 
community life, all while being active members of Stockbridge United Methodist 
Church. Lois was preceded in death by her first husband, Donald, her parents 
Gerald and Alice, and sisters-in-law, Elaine Kipp and Lois McNaughton. She is 
survived by her husband, Jerrold Bivins; children, Cynthia (Dean) McBrien and 
Bonnie (Charles) Knight, step children, Todd (Geri) Bivins and Shelly Bivins; 
six grandchildren, Adam Knight and Chris, Cody, Amber, Rylee, and Iain Bivins; 
great-grandchild, Parker James; and brother, Donald Stewart; as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews. Above all, Lois was a loving, warm-hearted, courageous, 
and beautiful person who was loved by all. Those who knew her often said, “She 
was so easy to love.” Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a Memorial Service will be 

Lois Ann Bivins

Russell "John" Wagner
Passed away Jan. 15, 2021

Russell "John" Wagner, 72, passed away 
peacefully at home in Gregory, MI on January 15, 
2021, after struggling with cancer for three years. 
He was the son of Bernice (Kline) and Russell 
Wagner of Ypsilanti, MI. 

John is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Sue; children, Noel (Paula), Jocilyn, and Sam; 
and brother-in-law, Gary Schoolmaster. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, and his sister, 
Judy Schoolmaster. 

John graduated from Willow Run High School, 
class of '67. He enjoyed working on their 50-year 
class reunion and staying in touch with classmates. 
His favorite pastimes included family get-togethers, 
traveling, talking on CB radios, photography, space 
exploration, and all things Star Trek. He was raised 

Russell 'John' Wagner

Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were 
also listed on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Lois Ann Bivins - died Nov. 13, 2020 - Stockbridge
 · April R. Sawyer - died Dec. 9, 2020 - Munith
 · Bradley Brent Dalton - died Dec. 22, 2020 - Munith
 · Karen Elaine (Fink) Haywood - died Dec. 27, 2020 - Stockbridge
 · Mitchell "Mitch" Albert Zink - died Jan. 13, 2021 - Gregory
 · Russell "John" Wagner - died Jan. 15, 2021 - Gregory

Death Notices

on motorcycles and passed his love of riding and restoring them on to his two sons. As a music lover, John enjoyed a wide 
variety, from Roy Orbison and old country western to Big Band. When his children were young, he volunteered for many 
years as a Scout leader. Early in his career, John made deliveries for Mayer-Schairer Office Supplies of Ann Arbor and 
committed to memory thousands of Michigan’s main and back roads. John was a kind, gentle, and patient man who drove 
everything from a school bus for disabled children to gargantuan snow-melters on the University of Michigan campus. 
He became a proficient snowplow operator and retired from the U of M after 25 years of “unburying” student dorms. In 
retirement, he bought a personal snowplow and several trucks to help friends, neighbors, and family. 

A memorial will be held in early Spring, 2021. Expressions of sympathy may be made to Plainfield United Methodist 
Church, 17845 M-36 Highway, Gregory, MI 48137. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

held at a later date. Those wishing 
to make a memorial contribution 
in Lois’ memory may do so to: 
Donation Processing - The Michael 
J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s 
Research, PO Box 5014, 
Hagerstown, MD 21741-5014. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell 
Funeral Home, Stockbridge.
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June and Fred Brockmiller: The gift 
that keeps on giving

Submitted by Penny Gamble. 
Written by Mary Jo David

June and Fred Brockmiller Jr., 
longtime residents of Whitmore 
Lake and more recently Howell, 
celebrated their 69th wedding 
anniversary on Jan. 5. They were 
married in 1952 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Northville, 
Mich. 

To put it nicely, Fred was a gift 
to June from her sister Jane. “Jane 
had two dates to a dance, so she 
gave me Fred for my date,” June—
who is a triplet—explained. 

The couple have two daughters 
and a son, six grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren, and one on 
the way. Over their many years 
together, their faith and honesty 
have helped to cement their 
relationship. 

June and Fred Brockmiller, of Howell, celebrated 69 
years of marriage on Jan. 5. “Dad likes to surprise 
Mom with candy, flowers, or what-nots out of the 
blue,” says daughter Penny Gamble. Photo provided 
by Penny Gamble

Dale and Eileen Conti: 50 years 
of shared love, laughter, and the 
occasional glass of wine

Submitted by Eileen Conti. Written 
by Mary Jo David

One day Eileen Hassett is shopping 
at a store in Dearborn, and she meets a 
handsome clerk, Dale Conti. Next thing 
she knows, they’re on a first date taking 
in “Dr. Zhivago” at the movie theater. The 
rest is history. “We both liked the movie,” 
recalls Eileen, adding “That may have 
been the first sign we were meant for each 
other.”

Eileen and Dale Conti of Stockbridge 
celebrated their 50th anniversary in the 
summer of 2020 at home surrounded by 
their growing family. 

Raised in the suburbs, they both 
dreamed of living in the country. They 
realized that dream when they found 
and purchased their old farmhouse in 
Stockbridge, where they’ve lived ever 
since. The Contis raised three children, 

Dale and Eileen Conti. Photo provided by the 
Conti family

Hearts and flowers—love is in the air
February is a month for romance. For the third year running, this special 

anniversary feature shines a spotlight on couples from the Stockbridge area who 
have celebrated 50 years or more of marriage. Many thanks to the families and 
friends who submitted stories for inclusion in this issue.

Last year’s February edition celebrated our second batch of 50-year (or 
more) anniversary couples, including Chuck and Joan Bumpus, Marvin and 
Jeanne Cook, Doug and Terry Sommer, Ivan and Cheryl Wyrick, and Richard and 
Margaret Morrison.

AC and Cheryl Allen: An unforgettable 
snowmobile ride

Cheryl and AC Allen. Photo 
provided by the Allen family

Submitted by the Allen family
AC and Cheryl (Erskine) Allen were married on 

July 26, 1969, in Plainfield, Michigan. This summer 
they will celebrate 52 years together! 

They have one son, Matt Allen, and three 
daughters: Michelle Hamilton, Julie Acosta and 
Jody Abraham. They also were blessed with 10 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. All live 
in the Stockbridge area.

AC and Cheryl were brought together with the 
help of friends. Cheryl's longtime friend, Carol, was 
seeing AC's friend, Gordon. The two friends thought 
AC and Cheryl would be good together, and set them 
up. 

On their first date, Cheryl took AC on a 
snowmobile ride that he would never forget. She 
floored it and scared him a little!

Like all couples, they've experienced their share 
of hard times. But AC and Cheryl always stick by 
each other to get through any obstacles. Their advice 

Claire and John Sawicki celebrate 50 
years of marriage

Claire and John Sawicki. Photo 
provided by the Sawicki family

by Joan Tucker
Claire and John Sawicki of Stockbridge 

celebrated their 50th anniversary on Oct. 
9, 2020 by going to one of their favorite 
places, South Haven on Lake Michigan. Both 
have enjoyed staying at bed and breakfasts 
on special occasions over the years, but 
celebrating such an important event this 
year gave them initial pause due to COVID. 
After a little research and consideration, they 
determined they could go to a B & B safely. 
They stayed at a place on the canal leading out 
to Lake Michigan. This beautiful view allowed 
them to enjoy a takeout meal and later watch 
the sun go down. Nothing like a beautiful 
sunset on Lake Michigan!

John and Claire grew up in Detroit, and 
John was the boy down the street. 

See Sawicki on page 19.

to young couples is to always find forgiveness for one another and never go to bed 
angry.

and when the youngest started school, Eileen found a job at the Stockbridge 
Library. 

See Conti on page 19.

Daughter Penny Gamble, of Pinckney, was asked what her parents might offer 
if one of the grandkids asked for advice on choosing a soulmate. 

See Brockmiller on page 19.
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For over a year and a half, Claire had her eye on him. One sunny afternoon when 
Claire sat on her doorstep, she noticed John driving by. Claire waved and John 
stopped. That marked the beginning of their romance. During the course of their 
conversations, they discovered that both of their grandparents had farms where 
Claire and John spent time enjoying the open space and comfortable lifestyle. 
Keeping this in mind, after living in Garden City and Chelsea, they moved to their 
current home in Stockbridge. The couple love fishing, boating, snowmobiling, ice-
skating, and enjoying the company of friends and family outdoors. With two children 
and eight grandchildren, they have plenty of these opportunities. Their son John lives 
in Stockbridge and daughter Christine lives in Portland, Oregon, allowing John and 
Claire to visit and appreciate the western states. They can’t wait to visit daughter 
Christine and family when travel becomes safe.

The couple of over 50 years have some very important advice for their success: 
Be very understanding of one another, compassionate, and loving. During difficult 
times, be present for one another and hold tight.

Sawicki page 18

Conti page 18

Dale and Eileen Conti with their growing family. Photo provided 
by Eileen Conti

“I was able to meet some wonderful community members over 
the years. We have made some lifelong friends in the area, and 
our children all live less than 30 minutes from us,” Eileen shared.

Husband and wife enjoy many of the same things, including 
spending time with family and friends, making home-cooked 
meals, taking hikes on park trails, and working in the garden. 
“Oh, and enjoying a good glass of wine,” Eileen adds.

Life has not been without its challenges. Just before the couple 
were expecting their second child, Dale was diagnosed with Non-
Hodgkin lymphoma. He was in the hospital for 17 days. Their 
second son arrived soon after Dale had surgery on a large tumor 
wrapped around his heart. On medical leave from his teaching 
job in Pinckney, he underwent chemotherapy for six months, 
recovered, and returned to teaching. After 34 years as an educator, 
he retired.

The couple agree that raising children represents some of the 
best and hardest years of their married life. Now that they’re 
retired, they have plenty of time to enjoy with their children and 
grandchildren—eight grandsons and one granddaughter. They 
also both agree on the advice they’d offer their grandkids when 
picking out a life partner: Find someone you can laugh with and 
share similar passions with, like music—and movies!

The Contis are still enjoying life in the country, even during 
the COVID shutdown. In April 2020, Dale built a chicken coop, 
and they are now the proud owners of five chickens, not to 
mention a brand-new Aussie Bernese puppy named Bella. “Even 
after 50 years,” Eileen says, “our relationship continues to grow 
and we still love so many of the same things.”

“That’s easy. ‘Pray on it’ is the advice they always give when any of us are 
considering something important.”

Gamble has learned a lot about relationships from watching June and Fred raise 
a family and then become empty-nesters. “Family is very big to Mom and Dad. 
They’ve shown us all that a strong relationship takes a lot of work, a lot of trust, and 
a lot of love.”

Fred Brockmiller grew up off of M-36 and spent plenty of time in Stockbridge. 
From Whitmore Lake and Howell, they have regularly subscribed to the Stockbridge 
Community News because they enjoy the local aspect of the paper. Gamble 
explained that when the paper’s announcement of the upcoming anniversary edition 
came out, “It seemed like the perfect place to celebrate their anniversary!” 

Only about one in five couples celebrates 60 years or more of marriage, so what is 
the Brockmillers’ secret? According to June, “Our recipe for a long marriage is faith 
in God and showering each other with lots of love.”

Brockmiller page 18

Happy Valentine's 
Day

SCN wishes our readers a Happy Valentine's Day, and a 
special congratulations to all of our community members 

celebrating 50-plus years together.
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• Millville United Methodist Church
• Munith United Methodist Church
• Orthotic/Prosthetic Consultants
• Plainfield United Methodist Church
• Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge
• Stockbridge Community Schools (from the Community 

Thanksgiving dinner that was canceled)
• Stockbridge Lions Foundation
• Stockbridge Manufacturing
• Waterloo Needlework Club
• Waterloo Village United Methodist Church
Additionally, the following groups, organizations, businesses and 

churches adopted families:
• Becky Humrich’s Girl Scout families
• The Stockbridge Area Garden Club
• Janel Hansen’s Girl Scout families
• The Lions Club
• Masons
• Munith UMC
• North Lake UMC
• Plainfield UMC
• Positively Chiropractic (who also held a hugely successful hygiene 

products drive)
• Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge
• St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Hospital (thanks go to individual 

employees who participated)
• Stockbridge UMC
Other contributions:
• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints collected 21 hams 

and loads of paper, soap and hygiene products 
• Debbie Grybas, who also couldn’t hold her annual open house, 

collected blankets and hygiene products
• “The Mudders” pulled up with a truckbed full of donated food
• The Beverly Penix Toy Drive couldn’t be held this year, but 

organizers collected toys and money for Outreach
• Susan Pidd held a coat drive through November and December
Apologies if your group was missed. Stockbridge Community 

Outreach is truly grateful for the outpouring of generosity each and 
every holiday season. Thank you and we hope to earn your support 
again next year!

Outreach page 1

Annual Christmas on the Farm a success 
amid global pandemic photo correction

Adam and Carl Stoker enjoy a visit with Santa. Photo credit 
Joan Tucker

Bacon's popularity sizzles through the years
by Ron and Arlene 

Kaiser
Who doesn’t like 

bacon?
Yes, there are those 

who do not eat bacon. 
But vegans, or those who 
do not like fatty meat, 
still may eat beef bacon, 
turkey bacon or a product 
that is made from a 
vegetable that tastes like 
bacon. So you see, it is 
the flavor of bacon we all 
love.

Most of us REALLY 
like bacon, but do we know 
its history or what it is?

Hog butchering at Schmidt Farms. Photo provided by Ron and Arlene Kaiser

Before the Civil War, bacon in this country referred not to any part of the pig, but to a curing 
technique. Any meat that had been dry-cured with salt and smoke was called bacon. 

After the Civil War, the term "bacon" became synonymous with belly meat. Yes, only in the U.S. 
does bacon refer exclusively to pork belly. (Canadian bacon is made from pork loin; the slices are 
round and nearly fat-free.) Thus the phrase "eating high on the hog" refers to the quality of the meat. 
The higher on the pig, the finer the meat.

Historically, pigs were the cheapest source of meat. Pigs are easier to raise because of their varied 
diet. They also take less time to mature than other livestock. Sows are capable of having two litters 
per year with up to 12 piglets. 

In rural areas, pigs would be allowed to forage on their own, which could cause disputes over 
ownership. This could even lead to longtime family feuds, not a good way to decide who's going to 
"bring home the bacon." 

Originally "bacon" was consumed by poor families, preserved with salt and smoke, and with 
nitrates. Nitrates break bacteria down into nitrites and add a distinctive flavor. Without curing, the 
meat would be dun gray instead of pink, and not appetizing in color or flavor.

Corporate marketing in the past century has made bacon, as we know it, extremely popular. Meat 
packers compress the pork bellies into uniform thickness. The meat is needle-injected with brine, 
machine sliced and arranged attractively in clear plastic to display patterns of fat and lean. As trends 
go, wealthier families are more likely than poor families to have bacon on their tables.

Most Americans may like bacon at any meal. Breakfast features bacon and eggs. Lunch brings 
bacon, lettuce and tomato (BLT) sandwiches. Dinner finds bacon wrapped around anything from 
shrimp to beef, in salads and on pizza at anytime. Regardless of health concerns, we are consuming 
more bacon than ever, and continue to go whole hog to "bring home the bacon."

Hog butchering at Schmidt Farms. Photo provided by Ron and Arlene Kaiser

It does not take a lot of calories to gain weight if you are sitting all 
day. 

High blood pressure is controlled by medication, but also diet and 
exercise. Walking just 30 minutes per day cuts your chances of a stroke 
and a heart attack by 50%. So does quitting smoking. 

I would love to be able to eat all I want and not gain weight, but no 
such luck. As a nurse, I realize that my health is not guaranteed. But by 
working on staying healthy, I decrease my chances of having a stroke, 
heart attack or dying. I also can maintain my quality of life. I do not 
want to wake up in a hospital, with a massive stroke or heart attack, 
because I didn't take care of myself. 

I realized at an early age that staying healthy is a work in progress. 
Not attempting to stay healthy is a lot like playing Russian roulette. I 
do not take my health for granted. It is a wonderful gift and old age is 
not a problem, if you are healthy. I know, I am 65 years young, and the 
healthiest one in my family. It really is a choice, isn’t it? 

Lifestyle page 2
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If by the end of a month you can sustain a four-minute plank, you are a 
Wellness Coalition “Ab Master”! Be sure to let others know how you are 
progressing by commenting on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
bridgetowellnesschallenge .

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition. Remember, 
if you have health challenges that could hamper your ability to exercise, check with 
your doctor before taking on a new exercise regimen.

Upcoming wellness coalition-sponsored programs open to all:
• Winter Warm Up program sponsored by Blue Cross Blue Shield & Playmakers 

and brought to Stockbridge in conjunction with the Stockbridge Library and SAWC. 
The eight-week program includes at least one weekly Zoom session and daily 
workout calendar. Sessions start in February - March with the finale 5K Fun Run/
Walk event at Hawk Island Park March 28, 2021. Learn more and register at www.
MIBluesPerspectives.com/BlueCrossWinterWarmUp

• Practical Cooking with a Pro – class taught by Jackie Scheller and organized 
by Stockbridge Community Outreach to help students learn how to cook delicious, 
economical and satisfying meals. Free, but space is limited. Call Outreach at 517-
851-7285 to register. Next session starts April 12 and meets weekly on Monday 
afternoons or evenings for six weeks.

Author Gary A. Hicks, a veteran police sergeant with a passion for fitness, has 
over 35 years of experience in teaching, coaching, martial arts instruction, and 
police academy instruction.

Fitness page 16

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area 
Wellness Coalition, which meets either by Zoom or in 
Room 108 at the Stockbridge Activity Center on the 
third Thursday each month at 5:30 p.m. Check out 
www.5healthytowns.org for more info.

StockBiz page 15

• If you are an independent contractor working from home, you can deduct office 
expenses. However, employees working from home (like so many of us are during 
this pandemic) cannot use this deduction. 

• The new age for taking the required minimum distribution (RMD) is 72. Also, 
RMDs on IRAs and 401(k)s were waived for 2020. It’s likely, if you wanted your 
RMD you had to call the investment company to get it sent to you. 

• Due to COVID-19, unemployment benefits were given a boost from the Federal 
Government in the form of an extension and the $600 and $300 benefit increase. 
Hopefully, taxpayers remembered to have taxes taken out of the payment,” Van 
Blaircum said, “Otherwise they may be in for a surprise, come tax time.” 

• Unemployed workers who stand to benefit from the Earned Income Credit are 
being allowed a one-time look back that allows them to use last year’s income if that 
will help them to qualify. Van Blaircum pointed out that this is a very recent change, 
and if using a tax preparer, you may need to remind him/her about this. 

• Also related to COVID-19, when preparing your taxes or meeting with a 
preparer, remember to have on hand the record of how much Economic Stimulus 
money you received in 2020. 

According to Forbes.com, last year’s average tax refund was more than $2,500. 
Regardless of whether you’re savvy enough to do your own taxes or you rely on a 
professional tax preparer, hopefully you’ll be counted among the lucky ones who 
receive a 2020 tax refund. Good luck!

Sources: 
CTS-Tax LLC, 140 Main St., in Gregory. Ph: 734-498-3476. Email: Cherie.

VanBlaircum@cts-tax.com
forbes.com/sites/kellyphillipserb/2021/01/15/irs-announces-filing-season-open-

date-its-later-than-you-expected/?sh=647564017bee
turbotax.intuit.com/tax-tips/general/reasons-to-file-taxes-early/L8MfjPPjg
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She 

and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 
Community News.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea 
receives COVID-19 vaccine, 
administers first vaccinations

by Bobby Maldonado 
On Dec. 23, 2020, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea received and administered its first shipment 

of the FDA-approved Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.
The hospital received 1,700 doses, joining six other Trinity Health Michigan hospitals 

that have begun administering COVID-19 vaccines to frontline workers.
The vaccines are being administered on a voluntary basis to health care personnel who 

meet the CDC-defined criteria of direct patient care to COVID-19 patients, including those 
working on the COVID units, Intensive Care Unit, and Emergency Department. Employees 
who work in those departments are being given the opportunity to self-register and make an 
appointment to obtain the vaccine.

"Today marks a historic moment for our hospital and our community," said Dr. Alon 
Weizer, chief medical officer at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. "Our team has worked tirelessly 
for the past year to care for patients, our community and each other. To have the vaccine 
arrive days before Christmas is a welcome gift for all of us, and represents an important 
step to bringing this pandemic under control."

Trinity Health Michigan hospitals throughout the state expect to continue to receive 
weekly shipments of both the Pfizer and the Moderna mRNA-1273 vaccine. Across Trinity 
Health Michigan, Mercy Health Grand Rapids, Mercy Health Muskegon, St. Joseph Mercy 
Ann Arbor, St. Joseph Mercy Livingston, St. Joseph Mercy Oakland and St. Mary Mercy 
Livonia have all received their first vaccine shipments. All the hospitals have ultra-cold 
freezers and are prepared to receive, store and distribute vaccines over the coming months.

People who are vaccinated must stay committed to the recommended safety guidelines. 
It is crucial to remain vigilant – avoid crowds, continue physical distancing, wear masks 
and continue excellent hand hygiene.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea looks forward to offering vaccinations to community 
members, which it hopes to do in the coming weeks as it works through the CDC and state-
directed priority list. Information regarding the ability to schedule community members 
for the COVID-19 vaccination will be provided as soon as it becomes available. For more 
information about the COVID-19 vaccine, please visit Saint Joseph Mercy Health System at 
https://www.stjoeshealth.org/vaccine.



February 2021Stockbridge Community News22



Stockbridge Community NewsFebruary 2021 23

Local couple rescue Oscar, an endangered Blanding’s turtle

Oscar, an endangered Blanding's turtle, was rescued by a local 
couple out on a winter walk. Photo provided by Amy Chimner

by Amy Chimner
While out for a winter walk with my husband and puppies last week, Scott glanced down 

and spotted this little guy. A turtle out for a stroll in January? It looked a little strange to us, 
so I picked him up. Turns out the poor creature had some chunks missing from its top shell 
and a puncture on its underside. 

I couldn’t leave Oscar in the frigid cold —Yes, I named him, lol—so I brought him home. 
When I touched his feet, there was no response, so I wasn’t sure if he was alive. Then, 
eventually, he started to respond. After a couple of hours, he poked his head out a bit. Yea! 
Oscar was alive. 

On recommendation, I contacted the Howell Nature Center and told them about Oscar. 
The folks there asked me to bring him in, and Katlyn (What an awesome gal.) came to our 
car to fetch him. I asked her if she knew what kind he was and what might have happened to 
him. 

Oscar probably hadn’t burrowed deep enough into the ground, she explained, and a 
raccoon or a possum dug him up and gnawed on him. As for what kind of turtle he is, turns 
out our Oscar is pretty special. He’s a Blanding’s turtle.

According to Wikipedia, “a Blanding's turtle is a semi-aquatic turtle of the family 
Emydidae. This species is native to central and eastern parts of Canada and the United States. 
It is considered to be an endangered species throughout much of its range.”

The Ontario Nature website, “Habitat,” states, “Blanding’s turtles, which inhabit shallow 
lakes, ponds and wetlands with clean water and mucky bottoms, make the largest overland 
movement of any Ontario turtles, travelling up to several kilometres between summer 
habitat and nesting sites or overwintering habitat. This species hibernates in the soft bottoms 
of water bodies. Particularly in the spring, the Blanding’s turtle basks on rocks, logs or 
substrates in sunny locations.”

Thanks to the incredible people at the Howell Nature Center, Oscar is on antibiotics and 
painkillers and doing well. He has a safe, warm home for the winter, and Scott and I will be 
able to check his progress. Hopefully, we will be the ones to release him back to his habitat 
this spring.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Another setback for the majority of Michigan 
high school winter sports athletes

The boys and girls basketball teams, as well as competitive cheer 
continue to wait for a chance to play as the MDDHS and Governor 
Whitmer continue to put a freeze on high school sports due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

by Keith Michaels
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the Michigan Department of Health and Human 

Services (MDHHS) announced in a news conference on Jan. 22 that high school contact 
sports would not be able to engage in full practices and contests until at least Feb. 21, 
stunning the MHSAA and its winter coaches and athletes that expected to be able to play 
Feb. 1. 

Stockbridge athletes and coaches for boys and girls basketball and competitive cheer will 
now be forced to sit out another month and the MHSAA now must try to figure out a new 
schedule for winter sports. 

“We found out about this decision at 9:30 a.m. like everyone else, and we will address 
it as quickly as possible after taking the weekend to collect more information,” MHSAA 
Director Mark Uyl said. “We did not anticipate this delay in winter contact practices and 
competition, and today’s announcement has created many new questions.” 

“Obviously, this is disappointing to thousands of athletes who have been training with 
their teams over the last week and watching teams in other states around Michigan play for 
the last two months.” 

The Stockbridge bowling teams were able to start competition the last week of January.
Coaches, athletes, and others took to social media to voice their disdain for Governor 

Whitmer’s announcement. A change.org petition was being circulated and more than 13,000 
signatures were collected in less than 24 hours.

If things are not changed and sports is pushed back until late February, it puts a lot of 
pressure on the MHSAA to try to get a winter sports season in with spring sports scheduled 
to start in March. State tournaments for winter sports are usually in March and spring sports 
were already canceled in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The MHSAA had no other comments on Jan. 22's Governor/MDHHS announcements 
and is working to gather more information

A creek meanders through the woodlands along the Mike Levine Lakelands State 
Park near Van Syckle Road, Unadilla Township. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

Winter beauty along Lakeland Trails

Winter wonderland views along the Mike Levine Lakelands Trail 
State Park. Photo credit Patrice Johnson


