
Stockbridge students honored 
for 'Plant the Moon' research

by Brianna Polenz, Hythem Beydoun and Robert Richards
Some Stockbridge students look up in the night sky and see 

not only a shining moon, but possible growing fields to aid in the 
exploration of space.

A team of seventh through 11th grade students at Stockbridge Jr/
Sr High School participated in a global "Plant the Moon" challenge 
last semester, testing their scientific creativity by simulating the 
growth of crops in moon soil and winning an award in the process.

See Plant the Moon on page 20.

Stockbridge students were recognized for their "Plant the Moon" 
research project. Photo provided by Bob Richards

SCN writers win first-place award in national contest

Joan Tucker

Laura Tucker Honig

by Agnes Geiger
Stockbridge Community News writer Joan Tucker received 

a first-place award in the National Federation of Press Women's 
National Communications Contest.

Tucker's winning entry was titled "For the Love of Bread," 
a two-part article she wrote with her daughter Laura Tucker 
Honig. The article claimed the top honor in the Specialty Articles, 
Cooking category. Published in the October and November 2020 
editions of the SCN, the article was a heart-felt tribute to John 
Savanna, a longtime area bakery owner who died May 15, 2020.

The article detailed how Savanna, a kind and generous man, 
used his bakery as a place of creativity and connection with 
others.

"Wow, what an honor," Tucker said. "This story was a labor of 
love for a man that baked delicious artisan bread that had a huge 
impact on the community."

Tucker and communicators from throughout the United 
States were honored June 11 in a Zoom ceremony, after the 
annual NFPW conference in Little Rock, Arkansas, was canceled 
because of the pandemic. 

Nearly 2,000 entries in a wide variety of categories were 
judged by a distinguished group of professional journalists, 
communication specialists and educators, according to Teri 
Ehresman, of Idaho, NFPW national contest director.

See Tucker on page 4.

Farmers State Bank announces merger
Info from Farmers State Bank 
The boards of directors of Farmers State Bank 

(FSB) and Fentura Financial, Inc. (Fentura), the 
holding company for Fenton-based The State Bank, 
have announced an agreement by which Fentura will 
acquire FSB for $15.5 million in cash consideration. 
Based on current shares outstanding, shareholders of 
FSB will receive $103.33 in cash for each share. 

The boards of directors of both financial institutions 
have unanimously approved the purchase, which will include the acquisition of all FSB’s stock by 
Fentura. 

“I am so pleased to be able to introduce The State Bank to the communities I have served for 
some 40 years and that this bank has served for nearly 100 years," said Craig Goodlock, chairman 
and CEO of FSB. "It is heartening to me to note that The State Bank is actually 24 years older than 
Farmers State Bank” 

The transaction is contingent on approval by the shareholders of FSB, the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, the Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial Services, and the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. It is anticipated that closing of the transaction will occur during 
the fourth quarter of 2021. 

“In The State Bank we have found a partner that complements our values, community, and 
relationships," added Jeanne Richter, president and CFO of FSB. "Knowing we can bring additional 
opportunities to our customers while maintaining our focus on customer service and community is 
what makes this partnership so exciting.”

Upon completion of the transaction, Jeanne Richter will join the senior management team of The 
State Bank, and Craig Goodlock will retire.

"The residents of our towns, villages, and countryside will be very pleased with what this merged 
community bank can do for them,” Goodlock said. 

An investor presentation providing more details on the transaction can be found on Fentura’s 
website at fentura.com.

Nine Stockbridge NHS students 
earn National Community 
Service Awards

National Honor Society members and UNA-USA/InnerView award 
winners are (from left): Olivia Fletcher, Audrey Austin, Brooklyn 
Rochow, Kaitelyn Walker, Peter Johnson and Carissa Heinzman.  Not 
pictured: Keshava Demerath-Shanti, Brianna Hill and Rylee Tolson. 
Photo credit Courtney Fletcher

by Judy Brune
Stockbridge High School has announced that nine National 

Honor Society (NHS) students are being recognized by the United 
Nations Association of the USA (UNA-USA) and InnerView 
in the fourth annual National Community Service Awards. This 
program is designed to connect student community service 
activities and commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) to positively impact our communities. 

See NHS on page 15.
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IHA begins construction of new medical center in Chelsea

An architectural rendering of the new IHA Chelsea Medical 
Center. Photo provided by IHA

Info from Integrated Healthcare 
Associates

On June 16, IHA, the area’s 
leading multi-specialty medical group, 
celebrated the start of construction on 
the new IHA Chelsea Medical Center 
at a groundbreaking ceremony. The 
medical center will be designed to 
enrich the overall patient experience 

and provide coordinated care across multiple practices and throughout IHA’s extensive delivery care 
network in Southeast Michigan. 

Scheduled to open in July 2022, the new medical center will bring together three established IHA 
practices including IHA Chelsea Primary Care, IHA Obstetrics & Gynecology Chelsea, and IHA 
Chelsea Pediatrics. 

“Over the past 15 years, we have actively consolidated practices to regional facilities where we 
can provide convenient, multi-specialty services to our patients,” said Lowell Sprague, director of 
facilities and real estate management. “This building, in particular, will allow IHA to bring together 
and expand the existing primary care services IHA provides in Chelsea under one roof.” 

Planning for the medical center began in 2015, and more than 10 locations across the Chelsea 
area received consideration before the current site was selected. The new building will be located on 
Old U.S. 12 and was established in partnership with St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea and Silver Maples of 
Chelsea.
Rural Perpectives: Tiger swallowtail (Papilio glaucus)

by Diane Constable
If you look around the fields on a warm sunny day or in your garden when 

the red, purple or orange flowers are in bloom, you are likely to see one of our 
largest butterflies — the beautiful tiger swallowtail (Papilio glaucus).

The females will lay their eggs on tree leaves, prefering birch, poplar, ash, 
tulip or cherry trees. They go from the egg, larvae and pupal stages to an adult 
in about four weeks. They will have two to three broods per season. 

The caterpillars protect themselves from predators by spitting out a 
foul-smelling substance when they feel threatened. They also are good at 

Diane Gray 

Constable

The tiger swallowtail is a 
butterfly named after a bird and 
a wild cat. Photo credit Diane 
Constable

camouflage — looking very much like bird 
droppings to the untrained eye.

With tiger stripes and bright yelow wings, the 
tiger swallowtail is one of our prettiest butterflies. 
The male, like the one pictured here, has just a 
small patch of blue on his hind wings. The bottom 
wings have long "tails," which reminded people 
of the forked tails of the swallow birds. 

Some cultures believe that this stunning 
butterfly represents intuition, inspiration, 
vulnerability, inner beauty and consciousness. It 

is the State Insect of Virginia and the State Butterfly of Georgia, South Carolina and 
Delaware.
Summer 2021, here we come!

As part of a long-standing tradition, Smith 
Elementary and Heritage School  
staff members wave goodbye to students June 
3 as the buses depart for the last time during the 
2020-2021 school year. Photo credit Judy Brune

Smith Elementary Principal Brad 
Edwards gives a positive send-off to 
kindergartner Drew. Photo credit 
Judy Brune
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Faces of Mental Wellness Part 3: Those who inspire, with a smile

Jennifer McClure, business 
owner, author, wife, 
mother, glam-ma, joy-
bringer and most important 
a child of God. Photo 
provided by McClure

Jeff Boyer, teacher and 
magician. Photo provided
by Boyer

by Tina Cole-Mullins and James Clark-Swalla
As we continue to explore the depths of mental health by 

highlighting "Faces of Mental Wellness" within our community, we 
had the opportunity to speak with Jennifer McClure and Jeff Boyer. 
Both are familiar faces to many in our area.

Boyer said that it's not always easy to detect mental illness.
"We can easily see if we're not healthy physically, we can see if 

we've gained some pounds or anything like that, but we can't always 
tell if we’re not healthy mentally,” he said.

Sometimes we might just pass that off as having a bad day, Boyer 
said. 

"But then if you have many bad days, and then it's starting to affect 
you, and you don't realize it because it happens slowly slowly over 
time, you don't realize it has affected your job," Boyer adds. "Mental 
health can be very powerful to us, if it's not in good shape.”

Interview of Jennifer McClure by Tina Cole-Mullins
What is your experience with mental health?
Mental health challenges come from a variety of sources, and 

frequently unhealthy coping mechanisms (our attempts at self-
soothing) compound the problem. For me, the path down instability 
originally was "birthed" from a season in my teenage years, in which 
I had significant back-to-back traumas and ungrieved losses. In June 
of 2014, I suffered a full-blown mental breakdown and really couldn't 
function till mid-2018. During that time, I completely shut down. I lost 
my business, and many relationships.

Are you in or have you been in treatment?
I am not currently in treatment, though I have been off and on for 

many years. I've learned that depression can come from a variety of 
sources: chemical imbalance, spiritual reasons or situational. For me, it 
was a combination of all of the above.

• (Chemical): Depression and bipolar disorder run in our family, 
and we recently lost my little brother (way too young) to addictions 
that rose out of his self-medicating. 

• (Situational): An event or season of events can initiate the path 
down mental illness. Unhealthy attempts at coping can accelerate the 
spiral, which causes further chemical imbalance. So, for me, I believe 

the chemical imbalance was already present, and situational triggers simply kicked them into high 
gear. Though for others, the order of how these happen may be different. The result is the same. 

(Spiritual): As a person of faith, I've always been taught to lean into my faith as a source of 
strength. Unfortunately, when in depression, the tendency to isolate can also make you disconnect 
from God, since relationships feel hard, even connecting with God.

What form of treatment works best for you?
I have briefly been on medication off and on, when I simply needed strength to "see the light 

of day" and put one foot in front of the other. My biggest breakthrough came from finding the 
right counselor, who said to me "You're not crazy. Your response is perfectly appropriate to the 
stress in your home." That one statement was like the light bulb going on, I had a whole new filter 
through which to view my situation. For the first time in a long time, I felt like I wasn't wrong, bad, 
hopeless, helpless, or somehow "not enough." This new clarity gives me the strength to start living 
differently, making one different, healthy choice at a time, which puts me on the path to wholeness 
and wellness.

See Mental Wellness on page 12.

Fifteen little-known Michigan towns 
everyone should visit at least once

Azalia, a little village in Monroe County, gets overlooked and 
ignored by most of Michigan...that's why you should visit. Photo 
from 99.1 WFMK.

by John Robinson 
Out of the thousands of communities to visit in Michigan, it's 

difficult to pinpoint which ones to visit first – there are just too 
many. So I've randomly picked 15 from around the entire state to 
get you started.

It's hard to choose because there are so many amazing 
Michigan towns to visit, but here's a list of 15 random ones to get 
you started!

Afton With approximately 600 people living in this 
Cheboygan County town, there is a section that looks like it came 
straight out of a western ghost town.

Atlantic Mine This 1865 Houghton County town was a 
mining village and has many vintage buildings still standing. The 
population dwindled way down by the 1940s but it's still hanging 
in there.

Azalia This little Monroe County village gets overlooked 
and ignored by most of Michigan...that's why you should visit. 
Originating in 1869, it remains tucked away in the southern 
Michigan countryside and makes an interesting addition to a 
Michigan road trip.

Bloomer Oh my goodness...a Montcalm County town named 
after women's undergarments, thanks to a group of “scandalous” 
women! This is one of the more interesting tales of a town that no 
longer exists! But you can still visit the location.

Dighton In Osceola County, this little town has some great old 
storefronts, with one paved road surrounded by other washboard 
and dirt roads that'll be hard on your shocks!

Dublin Even though he briefly resided in other Michigan 
towns, this is the town where actor James Earl Jones (the voice of 
"Darth Vader") grew up. Still surviving and called a "ghost town" 
by some, it's worth a stop on your Michigan road trip.

Grindstone City Located in the Michigan thumb's Huron 
County, there are discarded vintage grindstones, old quarry sites, 
a couple of old buildings and a tourist-y general store. A really 
good stop!

Idlewild Even though Idlewild has residents, there are some 
totally abandoned neighborhoods and an historic music pavilion 
here. 

See Towns on page 13. 
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Staff Spotlight: Elementary teacher Lisa Bolton sees benefits 
of Stockbridge small-town atmosphere

Elementary teacher Lisa 
Bolton loves working with the 
students and families in her 
hometown of Stockbridge. 
Photo credit: Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Lisa Bolton has been a fixture for Stockbridge Community School District, 

teaching elementary schoolchildren for 21 years. This past year she taught third 
grade at Heritage School. 

Bolton grew up in the Stockbridge area, graduating from Stockbridge High 
School in 1994. Immediately after she graduated, she worked at Sudz and 
Snacks (now Shell) until she began attending Eastern Michigan University that 
fall.

In 2000, she married Nick Bolton and together they have raised two 
children. Hannah is 18 and graduated from Stockbridge Junior/Senior High 

Amy Haggerty

school last year. You may have run into Hannah, who works at 
McDonald's while pursuing her degree. Bolton’s son, Micah, is 15 
and will be a junior this fall at Stockbridge. 

Bolton attended Marygrove College for her post-bachelor’s-
degree work and received her master’s degree in 2003. 

“I really wanted to come back and raise my family here. 
There was a job opening the year I graduated from college in 
the Stockbridge School District, and I was blessed to get the job 
teaching fifth grade at Katz Elementary.” 

This year has presented many new challenges for teachers 
thanks to COVID-19, with quarantines, virtual learning, and school 
closures. People around the globe have realized the immense amount 
of work and dedication that teachers put into their jobs every day. 
Bolton is one of our devoted and enthusiastic Stockbridge teachers 
who made it through these unprecedented times. 

“I had students learning remotely. My colleagues and I created 
videos to provide our online students with instruction. Another thing 
that was very difficult was masks. The kids have been really great at 
wearing masks.” 

Outside the classroom, Bolton has been instrumental in 
organizing the annual backpack and school supplies giveaway for the Highest Praise Worship 
Center, along with Outreach. This takes place in August on the grounds of the Stockbridge Township 
Square. School supplies are given out to students and families in need who live in our community. 

What does she like best about working for Stockbridge Schools? “I love the kind, 
caring staff. The students and families are wonderful to work with. The small-town 
feeling is so unique in our fast-paced world.” 

Bolton also offers some short and sweet but very helpful advice to all Stockbridge 
students: “Work hard and kindness will take you far! All of the teachers and staff 
believe in you.”

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 33 years 
in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with her husband and 
daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending time with family and friends.

Only first-place winning entries at the at-large or state level were eligible to go 
on to the national contest. All entries were published or broadcast between Jan. 1 
and Dec. 31, 2020. 

NFPW is a nationwide organization of women and men pursuing careers across 
the communications spectrum, including print and electronic journalism, books, 
public relations, photography, radio, television, graphics and others.

Tucker page 1
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Ask an Expert: The insurer’s way is to 
divide and conquer

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
The tactic of “divide and conquer” is designed to weaken the enemy’s 

offense to a point where it becomes the enemy’s defense. Insurers use it 
against repairers all the time.

A vast divide
You may be asking yourself what this topic has to do with the collision 

industry. To be candid, many, if not most, quality repairers across the country 
see the vast divide between insurers’ and repairers’ interests as the single 

biggest issue impacting the repairers' ability to properly serve their customer. Insurers’ and repairers’ 
goals are diametrically opposed to one another. Insurers will attempt to impose their will onto the 
repairer, even though the insurer is not party to the contract of repair between the repairer and their 
customer.

The quality-oriented collision repairer seeks to be properly compensated for the services 
provided to their customer while avoiding potential liabilities — and doing so in a manner that 
enables them sufficient profitability for sustainability and future growth. Meanwhile, the aggressive 
insurer seeks to contain and mitigate claim-related costs while avoiding potential liabilities.

To clarify, who owes whom?
Consumer and repairer. In a standard relationship, the customer engages the collision repairer 

in a contractual agreement to perform agreed upon repairs to the subject prescribed vehicle. In 
exchange, the consumer promises to provide full payment to the repairer for the completion of the 
agreed upon services.

Policyholder and insurer. In exchange for the policyholder or insured’s timely payment of 
the agreed upon policy premiums, and when collision coverage is applied, the insurer owes the 
policyholder to:

See Ask an Expert on page 19.
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Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School Honor Roll Spring Semester 2020-21
7th Grade - Honor Roll
Chapman, JayLee 
Chrisinske, Nathan
Collins, Aiden 
Cowan, Wendy 
Creps, Elizabeth
Giddings, Grady
Howlett, Grant 
Negus, Aiden 
Porter, Keagan 
Ramalia, Liliana
Rowe, Bradley 
Rusnock, Madison 
Trapp, Tayla 
Whitaker, Shane 
Williams, McKenna
Wilson, Mia
8th Grade - Honor Roll
Adkins, Alayna 
Beutler, Clare
Bradley, Ethan
Coffman, Finn
Collins, Emma 
Curtis, Xavier 
Dalton, Jacob
Fletcher, Brendon 
Hollenbeck, Logan 
Johnson, Eliana
Kunzelman, Chase
Mackinder, Megan 
McClellan, Jace 
Miller, Meagan 
Monaghan, Ethan
Moser, Miley
Muzzin, Josiah
Ortiz-Martinez, Nicolas
Peckham, Matthew
Pybus, Foster 
Ransom, Anna 
Rochow, Brock 
Rogozinski, Zac
Royal, Braiden 
Sparks, Jessica
Titus, Kathryn

Tobias, Kiersten 
Torrey, Zavien 
Vaccaro, Ava
Vogel, Elliya
9th Grade - Honor Roll
Baird, Paul
Ballagh, Joseph 
Borowy, Andrea 
Brown, Casey 
Burg, Grace
Caron, Breonna
Carpenter, Kaden 
Cesarz, Coco 
Cipta, Macy
Cole, Brady
Cole, Landen
Collins, Kegan 
Dalton, Madelynn 
Debozy, Julianna
Ellsworth, Jaylynn 
Fletcher, Lucas 
Fletcher, Zachary
Gruber, Jason
Hart, Gavin
Heath, Gabrielle 
Henderson, Antonio 
Hernandez, Isabella
Hill, Clarissa
Hoard, Olyvia
Huskey-Wright, Jordan 
Jones, Maggie 
Kellenberger, Alaina
Knoll, Amber
Lockhart, Taylor
Lozano, Stephanie
Matyzius, Megan
Mierzwa, Lucy
Muzzin, Hope
Nielsen, Kayden 
Numinen, Gaven 
Oversmith, Kaitlyn
Parks, Azora
Perry, Wyatt 
Queen, Isabelle 

Roberts, Abigail
Robidou, Gracee 
Rosul, Megan 
Sanders-Beck, Kobe
Satkowiak, Melanie
Schray, Claire 
Stanfield, Taiyler
Suter, Chloe
Villegas-Castaneda, David
Vliet, Elizabeth
Wadkins, Nicole 
Whitt, Zane 
Wright, Ethan
10th Grade - Honor Roll
Adkins, Adrianna 
Armstrong, Kyle 
Bartrum, Bailey 
Bennett, Drew 
Beutler, Josephina 
Bolcavage, Lirin 
Bolton, Micah 
Boyce, Larissa 
Brumm, Kathryn
Cook, Collin 
Culver, Krista
Dalton, Makenzie 
Hammerberg, Jack
Hayes, Damien 
Kaltschmidt, Emma
Kluesner, David
Lutkebohmert, Leonie
Mahler, Maggie
Marshall, Hannah 
Marshall, Paul 
McLennan, Jack 
Montanera Vives, Pol
Mullins, Alora
Niec, Grace
Odem, Dominick 
Phillips, Gabriella 
Pidd, Hunter 
Place, Arianna 
Polenz, Brianna
Sawicki, Jacob 

Smith, Christopher 
Surline, Makayla 
Vaccaro, Emily 
VanHook, Alyssa 
VanPelt, Emily 
Wilde, Kristina 
Williams, Lillian
11th Grade - Honor Roll
Austin, Audrey 
Beydoun, Hythem
Chapman, Bennen 
Connolly, Kalysta 
Dreier, Grace 
Fee, Ian 
Fletcher, Olivia 
Fowler, Logan 
Gipe, Sidney
Gipson, Tylee
Goble, Marissa 
Huskey-Wright, Jonah
Kennedy, Riley 
Knoll, Ashton
Knoll, Austin
Lackey, Sarah 
Lozano, Yareli 
Miller, Zachary
Muscato, Julianne 
Myers, Makayla
Nothnagel, Jack
Oversmith, Carson
Patrick, Madison
Pilch, Jeremy 
Pilch, Kaitlyn 
Richmond, Trey
Robinson, Harlie
Rochow, Brooklyn 
Rosedale, Christopher
Salyer, Nathan 
Sanford, Zachary
Satkowiak, Dalton
Switzenberg, Sydney 
Tolson, Rylee
Torrey, Xyan 
Walker, Kaitelyn 

Whitaker, Connor
Wilkins, Jaslyn 
Wilson, Merle 
Wilson, Veronica 
Wright, Brendan 
Wright, Mayzie
Yannella, Brenden
12th Grade - Honor Roll
Allison, Makenna 
Baker, Brooklyn 
Beauregard, Claire
Bottlikova, Lucia
Caroen, Devin 
Casto, Rose 
Coffman, Jonah 
Dalton, Kaylee 
Demerath-Shanti, Keshava
Douglas, Abigail 
Eskew, Melanie
Evans, Diane 
Evans, Emily 
Fillmore, Ronald 
Heinzman, Carissa
Hightower, Alexis 
Hill, Brianna 
Howard, Hailey 
Humrich, Lillian 
Jones, Brock 
Killinger, Peyton 
Lance, Isaac 
Lockhart, Hannah 
Marhofer, Julia 
Oberto, Brandy 
Olson, Jacob 
Ortiz-Martinez, Evelyn 
Redford, Chelsea
Robidou, Noah 
Scutchfield, Isabella 
Steinkraus, Haylie 
Whitt, Alex 
Yannella, Mackenzye 
Young, Benjamin
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A glance in the rearview mirror: July 1921—
Rowdies in the creek. Fly traps. Hometown boy 
killed in Battle of St. Mihiel.

by Mary Jo David
The following excerpts are from July 1921 editions of the 

Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. In general, these news excerpts 
are reproduced in the original, without edits or corrections. Remember this when you see Joslyn 
Lake, Joshlyn Lake, and Porto Rico!

Don’t Play “Blind Man’s Buff” with Your Precious Dollars: "Blind Man’s Buff" is a poor 
game to play when we are spending our dollars. And that's exactly what we do when we send away 
to buy an article by mail…a clerk jerks your article from the huge pile and sends it to you. No 
picking it over to suit your taste; no attempt to fit your special needs; you get no choice at all. But 
when you trade at home…the man in the store is your neighbor and tries to please you. To please 
his customers, he must buy goods with quality in mind and in order to sell at all his price must be 
reasonable. Don't invest your precious dollars in "Blind Man’s Buff." 7/7/1921

Fifteen Dollars Reward: Last Wednesday, July 6th, a bunch of rowdies ran Mr. Ed Joshlyn’s 
wagon in the creek. Also, some of the bathers who enjoy the privileges at Joshlyn Lake persist 
in using the boats for bathing purposes…On the day following the wagon incident, Mr. Joshlyn 
decided he had been put to enough trouble and put a sign on his gate forbidding bathers to cross his 
land…Mr. Joshlyn kindly allowed bathers the use of his property again provided they can act like 
ladies and gentleman…Hence the $15 reward will be paid to anyone furnishing us with evidence to 
convict the guilty parties…Leave information at the Brief-Sun Office. 7/14/1921

OBITUARY: Joseph Mackinder was born February 26th, 1883, and made the supreme sacrifice 
for the cause of humanity, about September 10, 1918, at St. Mihiel, France. He was the youngest 
son of James 0. and Sarah M. Mackinder, both of whom are deceased. His early boyhood was spent 
in Unadilla Township, moving to East Putnam in 1902. At the time of our country entering into war 
with Germany, he was in the employ of the Detroit United Railway Company. He quickly offered 
his services to the United States War Department and enlisted in the 126th Infantry. After a few 
months training at Grayling, Mich., and Waco, Texas, he started in March, 1918, for the scene of 
war, reaching France in May of that year. He saw active service during July and August, and was 
killed in action in the memorable battle of St. Mihiel. He was a young man of high character, held in 
esteem by all whom knew him for his sterling qualities of real manhood…He leaves four brothers, J. 
Frank Mackinder of Brighton, Fred W. Mackinder of Detroit, Richard H. Mackinder of Gregory, and 
Phillip N. Mackinder of Toledo, Ohio. Funeral services were held in Unadilla Presbyterian church 
on Sunday, July 17, 1921. Conducted by the pastor, Rev. Charles D. Ellis. 7/21/1921

LOCAL & PERSONAL NEWS
July 7, 1921 edition: 
• Henry Sellers is again afflicted with rheumatism and asks the person who borrowed his crutches 

to return them at once.
• The new bounty law, passed by the state legislature last winter will go into effect on August 1st. 

Under the new law, all bounties are repealed except on woodchucks and crows, which will be 25 
cents each. 

• In Gregory: Wm. Heminer and Foster were in Chelsea last Tuesday, Foster having two teeth 
bridged in to replace the two that were knocked out last fall while playing ball.

• In Munith: Maurice Atwood lost one of his fingers last Thursday by getting it caught in the 
lever of the sulky plow he was driving for his father, who is nearly blind, who released the lever, not 
seeing the boy counting the notches with his finger.

See Rearview on page 20.
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Bridge to Wellness
Fitness goals determine how often you should work out — and a challenge for July

by Gary Hicks
First, a check-in. This column began in January, which means half a year has passed. How are you feeling? Have you learned any new exercises? 

Are they helping to make you feel better or stronger? If you use Facebook, let us know how you’re doing by typing a post in our Facebook group at: 
facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge.

One of the questions I get asked the most is “How often should I work out?” My answer is “Depends on what your fitness goals are.” If your 
goal is function and balance—for example, to navigate stairs and reduce the chance of falls—I would recommend three-to-four days of cardio and 
weight-bearing exercises each week. If you want to tone and tighten, then I’d suggest six days. If you want to be a bodybuilder, quit your current job 
and make fitness your new job! Gary Hicks

For the average person, four days per week of moderate exercise is enough to fulfill their needs. This will allow for good cardio, some quality strengthening and 
toning exercises, and plenty of time for rest and rebuilding the muscles. 

Suggestions for developing a workout schedule that can work with your lifestyle: 
• First, establish a goal. Your goal could be as simple as gaining more arm strength, losing inches in the midsection, or walking a 5K (about 3 miles). 
• Second, determine how much time per week you can realistically dedicate to a fitness routine. 
• Third, gradually work into the exercises. Jumping into a workout routine full speed and head first is not a good idea. It could lead to extreme soreness, which can be 

very discouraging and, in some cases, lead to muscle or joint injury. 
From this point, you can evaluate and adjust your routine so that it fits your lifestyle and your goals. 
Monthly Fitness Challenge for July 
Wall Sit: The wall sit is basically holding yourself in a seated position with your back supported on a wall. The wall sit improves muscle strength in the entire lower 

body and is a great substitute for squats. This exercise burns lots of calories, enhances muscular endurance, improves balance, helps relieve stress, and aids concentration 
and focus. It can be done almost anywhere and no equipment is needed. 

Here’s how to achieve a wall sit:
1. From the standing position, lean your back against a wall or a vertical surface of your choice.
2. Slowly walk your feet out away from the wall while sliding your back down the wall. Slide down until you are in what looks like the seated position (about a 

90-degree angle) with your feet about a shoulder width apart. Your knees should be positioned behind your toes when in the seated posture. 
3. Hands can be crossed in front of you but should not be placed on your thighs unless you are a beginner requiring some assistance to start with. (Placing your hands 

on your thighs will make the exercise less difficult.)
4. Your back should be against the wall with your head, neck, and spine kept straight up and down.
5. Hold this position for 20-30 seconds when you’re starting out. Gradually increase the hold to 60 seconds. 
Do this exercise four days per week for the entire month of July and notice the 

strength gains in your lower body.
Be sure to let others know how you are progressing by commenting on Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge.
Upcoming SAWC or wellness-related community events:
• Fridays, 4-7 p.m.: Open Air Market of Stockbridge holds weekly markets on 

Friday on the Stockbridge Township Square, near the gazebo, Market Music from 
5:30–7 p.m.

• Check out the free WAVE shuttle bus to Chelsea on Mondays, Wednesdays or 
Fridays. For more info or to make a reservation (not required): 734-475-9494. For 
more information about WAVE: http://ridethewavebus.org/. 

• Clean up Club: Next gathering will be Saturday, July 10, at Stockbridge 
Veterans Memorial Park, 2 p.m., for a general cleanup of the area. All welcome! 
Bring gloves, rakes, and a water bottle!

See Bridge to Wellness on page 15.
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Gregory’s Forty-Fifth Annual Fourth of July Celebration
Schedule of Events (Tentative)

10 a.m. - Parade line up begins (M106 closed to general traffic.) You MUST be 
in place by 11:30 for card collection. All horse groups must include a ‘scooper.'
11:30 a.m. - Decorated bike contest for kids 3-12 at 11:30 at the kids’ gathering 
spot M106 & Stonehouse Rd.
Noon - Parade begins. Gordie Kunzleman as emcee. Annabelle Sharp singing the 
National Anthem. Grand Marshal: Mr. Joe Taylor
1 p.m. - “Cathy’s Famous Baked Goods” 4th of July Committee Bake Sale at 
the Township Hall. Gregory Community Church snack and drink sale at the 
Township Hall Senior Center entrance. Unadilla Firefighters chicken BBQ 
dinner sale. Assorted vendors & activities in the park, playground, and Webb St. 
throughout the afternoon: 3 bounce houses (free), pie-eating contest, and magic 
show
1 p.m. - Jeff Boyer the Magic Guy roaming the grounds with balloon twisting 
activities
1:30 p.m. - Pie-Eating Contest on Webb Street (3 age groups) 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place prizes
2:30 p.m. - Comedy Magic Show by Boyer the Magic Guy under the tent in the 
park
5:30 p.m. - Music by The Renegades Rock Band under the tent. Bring your 
dancing shoes!

Fireworks at DUSK! Park in the ball field.
We need and appreciate your donations to fund our celebration!

A word of explanation, and an invitation
Welcome to the fourth installment of “Tales from our 50-year residents,” a series SCN hopes will 

warm your heart and perhaps inspire you to share a tale of your own. Whether you grew up in the area or 
transplanted here some time ago, whether you are 19 or 90, no doubt a local experience stands out in your 
mind. A memorable event? A story you tell your friends about growing up or living in the area? 

Now is your opportunity to put pen to paper (or fingertips to keyboard) and share a fond memory.
Guidelines? Nothing rude or crude or lewd, please. SCN reserves the right to edit and revise, or to decline 

to publish. Shoot for 300 to 400 words in length. Accompanying photos with dates and captions will make 
great additions. SCN’s deadline is the 15th of each month. We’ll plan to publish stories as long as readers keep 
sending them. Please email Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com, subject line: Tales, or mail your story to 
SCN, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

We at SCN hope you enjoy reading these trips down Memory Lane. May they awaken your inner child and 
trigger fond memories of your own.

Anne (Howlett) Potts treasures family memories, growing up in Gregory

Anne (Howlett) Potts enjoys 
reminiscing about her 80 years in 
Gregory, Mich. Photo Credit Mary 
Jo David

As told to Mary Jo David
Visit with “hometown girl” Anne (Howlett) Potts, and you 

can’t help but yearn for the days when Gregory was a budding 
metropolis with three grocery stores and two soda fountains. And 
although it was a busy town, it was a place where everyone knew 
one another and if you were a Howlett, you were surrounded by 
family.

Along with her parents, Tom and LeAnna, Anne grew up with 
her older brother Henry (now deceased), her sister Christine 
(“Tinnie”), and her younger brother Joe. Until she was 16, she 
and her family lived on Stockbridge Street surrounded by great-
aunts and a grandma who was just a couple of streets away. 
Anne remembers that Stockbridge Street was called "Kid Street" 
because of so many children living on that stretch of road. As 
a teenager, she moved to the family home on Unadilla Road, 
the same house that Anne and her husband, Jack Potts now call 
“home.”

Anne is 80 years young and loves to reminisce about growing 
up in Gregory. One of her fondest memories is walking to school 

each day with Tinnie and stopping at their grandmother’s house 
on Webb Street, where Grandma Howlett would braid their hair 
before school. (At that time, Gregory School—later renamed 
Howlett Elementary—only had three classrooms.) 

Family means the world to Anne. Growing up with two 
brothers who were diagnosed with cerebral palsy has provided 
her with different life experiences than many and an appreciation 
for good health. Anne and Tinnie are devoted to their younger 
brother, Joe, and regularly join him to visit and assist with his 
meals.

Anne also has developed a great appreciation for family 
history, and Howlett history is chock-full of teachers, including 
Anne, her husband Jack, their son Sam, Anne’s parents, an uncle, 
four first cousins—and the list goes on—all the way back to her 
great-grandmother Charlotte Leeke Howlett, who taught in the 
1860s. Recently, Anne was given a very special memento—an 
antique school slate that was used by her great-grandmother in the 
classroom. 

See Potts on page 16.
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UTPD Activity May 1 - 31, 2021
Sunday 5/2 - Personal Injury Accident-
Doyle Rd./Worden Rd., Personal Injury 
Accident-M-36/Spears Rd., Assist Village 
of Pinckney Police Dept.-E. Trebesh Cir./
Livermore Rd.
Monday 5/3 - Citizen Assist-Whispering 
Meadows Dr./E. M-36
Tuesday 5/4 - Assist Village of Pinckney Police 
Dept./Wire Down-Cedar Lake Rd./W. M-36
Wednesday 5/5 - Assist Other Agency-Kane 
Rd./Green Rd.
Thursday 5/6 - Domestic Physical-Location 
Undisclosed, Citizen Assist-Tamara Dr./Kaiser 
Rd.
Friday 5/7 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct.
Sunday 5/9 - Noise Complaints-E. Trebesh Cir./
Livermore Rd.
Monday 5/10 - Property Damage Accident-
Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr., Shots Fired-
Bradley Rd./Plainfield Rd.
Tuesday 5/11 - Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church 
St., Assist EMS-San Luray Dr./San Marino Ave., 
Assist EMS-W.M-36/Dream Catcher, Civil 
Complaint-W. M-36/Dream Catcher
Wednesday 5/12 - Criminal Sexual Conduct 
Report-Location Undisclosed, Respond to 
Alarm-Dutton Rd./Deep Valley Rd., Assist 
EMS-Stockbridge St./Cass St., Trespassing/
Loitering-Dexter Trl./Van Syckle Rd.
Thursday 5/13 - Citizen Assist-Webb St./
Church St., Assist EMS-Williamsville Rd./
Holmes Rd., Road Hazard-Bowdish Rd./
Worden Rd., Abandoned Vehicle-Holmes Rd./
Williamsville Rd.
Saturday 5/15 - Suspicious Situation-Bullis 
Rd./Bird Ln.
Sunday 5/16 - Noise Complaints-Livermore 
Rd./W. Trebesh Cir.
Monday 5/17 - Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church 
St., Trespassing, Loitering-Spears Rd./Arnold 

Rd.
Tuesday 5/18 - Animal Complaint-Berkshire Dr./
Gregory Rd.
Wednesday 5/19 - Trespassing-Wasson Rd./
Weller Rd., Assist EMS-Dutcher Rd./W. Schafer 
Rd., Burglary Report-W. M-36/Kathryn Ct.
Thursday 5/20 - Citizen Assist-San Luray Dr./
San Marino Ave.
Friday 5/21 - Assist Village of Pinckney Police 
Dept.-Haze St./W. Hamburg St., Disturbance/
Trouble-Wasson Rd./Dutcher Rd., Animal 
Complaint-Doyle Rd./Roepke Rd.
Saturday 5/22 - Citizen Assist-Williamsville 
Rd./San Luray Dr., Civil Complaint-Spears Rd./
Gregory Rd.
Sunday 5/23 - Welfare Check-Wasson Rd./Bull 
Run Rd., Suspicious Situation-Webb St./Church 
St.
Monday 5/24 - Domestic Verbal-Parkdale Dr./
Crossdale Dr.
Tuesday 5/25 - Citizen Assist-Bullis Rd./Bird Ln.
Wednesday 5/26 - Suspicious Vehicle-Mickey 
Ln./M-36, Citizen Assist-Tamara Dr./Kaiser Rd.
Thursday 5/27 - Non Criminal-General-
Tamara Dr./Kaiser Rd., Domestic Disturbance-
Stockbridge St./Cass St.
Friday 5/28 - Assist Unadilla Township Fire 
Dept./Tree Down-Bradley Rd./Plainfield Rd., 
Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Williamsville Rd., Citizen 
Assist-Pingree Rd./Barton Rd., Domestic Verbal-
Bullis Rd./Church St.
Sunday 5/30 - Assist Village of Pinckney Police 
Dept.-Marion St./W. Livingston St., Respond to 
Alarm-Wasson Rd./Weller Rd.
Monday 5/31 - Noise Complaints-W. M-36/
Livermore Rd., Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./Bird Ln., 
Intimidation, Threats-W. M-36/Kathryn Ct., 
Animal Complaint-Doyle Rd./Kane Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Stockbridge Township Board 
Meeting Minutes June 21, 2021

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting to 
order on June 21, 2021 at 7:32pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer James Wireman, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer Member absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge Township agenda as printed Sommer Second Wetherell motion 
to amend the Stockbridge Township agenda adding weather sirens on Milner Road under old business All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion Citizen Comments closed at 8:12Pm
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township meeting minutes from May 17, 2021 as printed 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion carried
Wireman motion to accept the Stockbridge Township financial report as printed from April 1, 2021 thru June 
21, 2021 Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Water bill discussion 
Stockbridge Township and Unadilla Cleanup day is September 11 , 2021 Deputy Treasurer Samantha Sanchez 
looking to do a fundraiser to help the new Stockbridge Township Senior Center
Betti Wetherell and Jodelle Sparks gave update on the Stockbridge Township Senior Center at 219 Elm. 
Stockbridge Township has done some repairs on the building. Stockbridge Township will have the driveway 
and parking lot redone. Stockbridge Township will donate 8 wooden tables and 30 chairs to the Stockbridge 
Township Senior Center. The Stockbridge Township Senior Center is looking to be open in September 
Muraf motion to update Stockbridge Township Modem/firewall and hardwire Stockbridge Township 
Treasurer and Assessor computer together so that they will be able to communicate with each other cost up to 
$1,500.00 Wireman second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to request the Stockbridge Township Planning Commission to do a moratorium for 18 
months for review of the zoning ordinance book and masterplan Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Muraf motion to Hire Foster Swift Attorneys to for any legal advice that has to do with any alternative energy 
capping pay at $250.00 and hour Wireman Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Muraf motion to accept McKenna to help the Stockbridge Township and Stockbridge Township Planning 
Commission with the Wind Energy and Master Plan review Sommer Second Roll Call vote
Wireman Yes, Sommer Yes, Wetherell Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes All in Favor Motion Carried
Wireman motion to accept the Master Plan as printed Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Wireman motion to amend the Stockbridge Township Marihuana Ordinance as followed
ARTICLE 7 SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS…
Section 7.02.23 Marihuana Facilities…

B. Marihuana Facilities shall be subject to the following standards: …
 4. Structure: Marihuana cultivation may be conducted either indoors or outdoors, all other marihuana 
activities shall be located entirely within one (1) or more fully enclosed, secure, indoor facilities with solid/
rigid walls, a roof, and doors. A minimum of two thousand five hundred (2,500) square feet of building floor 
space may shall be used for all activities associated with a Marihuana Facility. If only a portion of a building is 
authorized for use in marihuana activities, a wall shall separate the Marihuana activity space from the remainder 
of the building. A partition wall must include a door, capable of being closed and locked, for ingress and egress 
between the Marihuana activity space and the remainder of the building. Windows shall not be permitted on 
the portion of a structure where Marihuana is processed. Outdoor cultivation shall be contiguous with the 
building and completely enclosed within a ten (10) foot-high fence or barrier that blocks outside visibility of 
the marihuana plants from the public view, with no marihuana plants growing above the fence or barrier that 
is visible to the public eye and have a secure gate that will remain locked at all times, except for the minimum 
length of time needed to allow for ingress or egress. All Marihuana Facilities shall be built or renovated to meet 
current State of Michigan building codes and all requirements set forth by LARA, MDEQ, and the state of 
Michigan.
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried
Wireman motion to amend the Stockbridge Township Sign Ordinance as followed
ARTICLE 11 SIGN REGULATIONS…
Section 11.09 Permitted Signs in RD, AR, RR and LDR/MFD Districts…
D. Signs for Home Occupations. Signs not customarily found in residential areas shall be prohibited, 
provided however that a home occupation that has been permitted under Section 7.02.11 shall be allowed 
one non-illuminated name plate, not more than six (6) square feet in area may be attached to the building or, 
a freestanding sign, not more than eighteen (18) square feet in area nor exceeding five (5) feet in height may 
be located no less than fifteen (15) feet from the front property line and/or the road right-of-way whichever 
is greater and which sign shall contain only the name, occupation, and address, and telephone number of the 
premises. The Zoning Administrator may determine that if the building cannot be seen from the road right-of-
way, a sign such as described above may be located no less than fifteen (15) feet from the front property line 
and/or the road right-of-way whichever is greater. Exact location of the sign to be determined by the Zoning 
Administrator. See Section 7.02.11.
Muraf second All in Favor Motion Carried
Muraf motion to open a General Fund Account thru Eaton Community Bank for the purpose of having to have an 
account for the check scanner fees to come out Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township Board monthly bills in the amount of $21,473.40 Wetherell 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion opened at 9:04pm and closed at 9:13pm
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge Township Regular Board meeting on June 21, 2021 at 9:13PM Sommer 
Second all in Favor Motion Carried
Becky Muraf Stockbridge Township Clerk

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved Meeting Minutes 
25 May 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Morency, Walz, McAlister, Kitley, and 11 
residents. Also attending: Jackson County Sheriff Gary 
Schutte and Deputy Jim Moore. 
Public Comment: Richardson talked about the bills that are 
being voted on in Senate and House regarding our governance 
of gravel pits and short-term rentals. He has encouraged 
people to contact their representatives to address these bills 
# SB 429 Gravel Bill and SB 446 Short-Term Rentals. As a 
township, we do not want to lose our rights to govern these 
processes. Jackson County Sheriff Gary Schutte introduced 
himself and Deputy Jim Moore who is now serving our 
township 40 hours per week. He feels that Deputy Moore will 
be an asset to our township and will present monthly reports. 
Previous deputy has retired. Jason, Vice President of the 
Centurions Motorcycle Club in Munith introduced himself. 
They would like to help the Munith community with whatever 
is needed or as a charity fund raiser. They left information 
for the Township. They would like to be more involved in the 
community. 
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
McAlister to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/
all; no/none. Motion carried. Kitley motioned with support 
from Walz to pay the bills as listed on the Post Audit report 
in the amount of $632.22. Roll call vote: Yes/ Kitley, Lance, 
Morency, McAlister, Walz ; No/none. Motion carried. There 
was a police report for April given by Deputy Moore. He said 
there would be a more complete report for May. 
Correspondence: None
Special Order: Aggregate Resources Permit Renewal: Don 
Beagle gave the report that mining is done in the Aggregate 
Resources Pits. 45,000 tons of gravel went out last year. There 
is still a large amount of material left to move out, but they 
are working at getting it off site. Hoping to have all materials 
moved by end of 2021 and have everything finished by 2022.
Lance motioned with support from McAlister to approve the 
renewal permit for 1 year with the following conditions:
1. The new permit expires on June 1st, 2022.
2. Aggregate Resources retains the existing surety bond 
language, and dollar amount of $85,800 (this includes the 10% 
Township administrative fee). 
3. Regrading and brush removal shall be performed in area 
5 before a potential September meeting of the Extraction 
Committee.
4. No mining shall occur below 990’ in the pit floor.
5. Aggregate Resources will maintain eroded slopes as 
necessary as we approach final reclamation.
6. Aggregate Resources agrees to a fall meeting of the 

Extraction Committee if deemed appropriate by Waterloo 
Township for the following purposes:
a. Review progress towards the reclamation plan
b. Review a complete and updated ‘closure plan’
c. Discuss any adjustments that can be made to the reclamation 
bond amount.
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.
New Business: Walz stated that the Parks and Recreation 
Committee was having a work day at the Park in Munith to 
paint and plant flowers on Wednesday, May 26 at 9:00 a.m. 
They are looking for help in maintaining and watching the park 
in Munith. 
Waiting on information from M-Dot to work on road millage. 
Will have to have some informational town halls in preparation.
New Business: Morency reported on the Planning Commission 
meeting held on May 18th. They are working on the short-term 
rental ordinance, putting together the verbiage. They have no 
additions to the updated ordinance list.
There was discussion about opening up the Town Hall for 
rentals again now that restrictions are being lifted. Kitley stated 
that there have been several calls from people looking to rent. It 
was decided to go ahead with the rentals. 
Other Business That Comes Before The Board: Walz stated 
that she would like to add a newsletter to the summer tax bill. 
She was told to proceed with it. She also stated that there is a 
group working on helping people to keep them from losing their 
homes due to Covid issues. She said she is working with some 
of them herself.
Public Comment: Bill Richardson read a letter stating that they 
really enjoy the rural beauty of this township and the quiet. He 
said there is no need for unnecessary businesses that really do 
not add to the beauty of our township. People enjoy coming here 
for the quiet and the camping areas. He felt the board has done 
a lot of good in their years serving. Re-purposing a beautiful 
township house and adding a hall to the back. They have also 
followed the gravel pit processes very closely. The letter for 
viewing in its entirety is available at the Township office. Many 
in attendance agreed with the letter as read. Walz stated that 
there will be a meet and greet for our new deputy Jim Moore. 
The date will be announced later.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
adjourn at 7:46 p.m.
The next Planning Commission meeting will be Tuesday, 
June 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The Budget Hearing meeting will 
be at 6:30 p.m. on June 22, 2021 and followed by the regular 
board meeting at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in the 
Stockbridge Community News at the end of each month, on 
our website waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

Village of Stockbridge Council Meeting Unapproved Meeting Minutes June 7, 2021
Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm Roll Call:  PRESENT: President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Kim Morehouse, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee Anne 
Moceri;ABSENT: None ; Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, John Gormley, Village Attorney, John Torres, Police Chief; Citizens were also present.Pledge of Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance.Approval of Agenda MOTION 
by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the June 7, 2021 agenda as amended: add Mallory Gelnn Water Issue, Public Parking, Library Update, Vernal Street, Cemetery Rates, Public Parking, Cemetery Flag, Krummery Easement Abandonment 
Motion carried unanimously; Approval of Minutes MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; the minutes from May 3, 2021 and Special Minutes May 13, 2021. Motion carried unanimously. Public Comment – NONE; FINANCIAL 
REPORT: Accounts Payable  MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Mullins, Quintanilla, Morehouse, Moceri, Cattell, Howlett NAYS: Uihlein ABSENT: None MOTION 
PASSED; POLICE REPORT MOTION by  Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to present Reserve Officer Ron Hodder a retirement police shield.AYES: Moceri, Quintanilla, Morehouse, Uihlein, Cattell, Mullins, Howlett NAYS:  None  ABSENT:  
None MOTION PASSED; NEW BUSINESS E. Vernal and S. Waters Street MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; requested a study to be conducted at E. Vernal and S. Water Streets in order to determine if a stop sign is required. 
Motion carried unanimously. Cemetery MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to table the cemetery discussion. Motion carried unanimously;  Cemetery Electricity MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; to 
restore the electricity at the Cemetery Flag. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Quintanilla, Moceri, Cattell, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED; Water Ordinance MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the 
Water Ordinance as amended with corrections; page 8, shall be available; page 9, President/Village Manager; page 10, shut off AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Moceri, Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT:  None  MOTION PASSED; 
Public Comment None ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting. Respectfully submitted: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk
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What form(s) of self-care do you practice?
Essentially, once I decided to live, I realized I needed to make massive changes. I intentionally choose to do things that are healthy for my mind, spirit and body. Enough rest, healthy 

food, exercise, vitamins, positive podcasts, reading my Bible, other inspirational material, spending time with loved ones, writing, working my Mary Kay business, and keeping healthy 
boundaries with my time schedule. Most of all, I am hyper-vigilant about what I allow into my mind and environment. I know my triggers, when those thoughts come to my mind I 
consciously "capture" them and tell them they are not welcome. Like I used to tell our youth group kids, "That battle is already won. Do not engage."

What does stability look like in your world?
At this point, I consider myself completely healed. It is nothing short of a miracle. I've been blessed to start over in my Mary Kay business successfully. I'm re-engaging with faith, 

family and community.
Having walked the journey I have, I feel a huge responsibility to let others know that recovery is possible. It's hard work, but SO worth it! I'm writing and publishing my first book 

"Wisdom From the Wilderness", which journals my recovery and lessons I learned along the way. It's not a journey I would have chosen, but I lived it and now I just want to help others 
know two things: It's OK to not be OK, but more importantly – you don't have to stay there.

Boyer said there are ways to tell if you're on your way to wellness.
“If you're doing something that you love and you can feel it in your soul and your heart, (and) that you're feeling welcomed by people who want you around...that can't be just a 

distraction, that's got to be something that's helping you heal, because you're working with your emotions," he said.
"But if you're doing something that's helping you to change how you feel and knowing that you have that support system of those activities you do maybe that's not just coping," he 

adds. "It's maybe a better coping mechanism in order to get to a better place."
Boyer said that mental wellness can be a slow process.
"It's really important to understand that it's a slow process," he said. "It could take years, but never give up and always know that when you wake up the next day, it can be a better day. 

Just have to get to the next day, always think that.”
Authors’ Note: More of James Clark-Swalla’s interview with Jeff Boyer will be included next month as part of our ongoing series.
Finding help
If you feel you need help, please contact:
• National Institute of Mental Health, 866-615-6464 or visit nimh.nih.gov.
• Mental Health America, 800-969-6642 or mhanational.org/.
• Michigan Medicine Depression Center, to make an appointment: 800-525-5188 or 734-764-0231 or depressioncenter.org/.
• St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Outpatient Behavioral Health Services, 734-593-5250 or
stjoeshealth.org/location/st-joseph-mercy-chelsea-outpatient-behavioral-health-services.

Mental Wellness page 3

• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, a 24-hour crisis line, 1-800-
273-8255 or

suicidepreventionlifeline.org/.
• The Listening Ear in Lansing, a 24-hour crisis line, 517-337-

1717, or theear.org/.
• Crisis Text Line: Text “Start” to 741-741. 
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Four local groups awarded Kalamink Wind Community Grants
Info from Apex Clean Energy
Kalamink Wind and Apex Clean Energy 

have announced four local programs and 
organizations as the recipients of the first 
round of Kalamink Wind Community 
Grants. A project of Apex Clean Energy, 
Kalamink Wind is a proposed community-
based clean energy opportunity for rural 
Ingham County.

The program, launched earlier this year, seeks to support 
community organizations making an impact in the following 
areas: building healthy communities, economic development, 
environmental sustainability and promoting education. 

Recipients of the grants include the Stockbridge Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Stockbridge Community Outreach, CHUM 
Therapeutic Riding in Dansville, and Mount Hope Church of 
Williamston.

Kalamink Wind provided a sponsorship grant to the 
Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce's "A Day in the Village" 
festival. 

“For the first time ever, we had a Lego 'Build Your Town' 

through CHUM Therapeutic Riding. 
"It is heartwarming to have organizations 

able and willing to continue to help support 
programs that serve our communities regardless 
of the current challenges," said Bonnie DePue, 
president of CHUM Therapeutic Riding.

To assist in reaching its congregation, Mount 
Hope Church of Williamston was provided a 
grant for upgrading camera equipment and video 
production, allowing for the safe spreading of 
their message. 

"This donation allows us to reach those that 
are hurting, connect families that are apart, 
and highlight many of the great things our 
community has to offer," said Matthew and Karla 
Mangan, pastors of Mount Hope Williamston.

Apex Clean Energy is pleased to supply the 
grants to the worthy programs and organizations.

To learn more or apply for a future grant, visit 
kalaminkwind.com/grant.

contest, open to kids 12 and under, with the 
grand prize of a LEGO wind turbine kit,” 
said Cherie Van Blaircum, president of the 
Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Stockbridge Community Outreach strives 
to fight food scarcity in the Stockbridge area 
and will use the grant to fund its Milk Bucks 
Program, providing much-needed nutrition to 
those who would otherwise be without. 

"This grant will help to cover the cost of 
our program for three months and allow us 
to continue to provide milk coupons to our 
clients," said Karen Smith, program director of 
Stockbridge Community Outreach. "Outreach 
Milk Bucks are redeemable at Mugg & Bopps, 
Stockbridge Sunoco, and Plane Food Market, 
so the program has the additional benefit of 
supporting local businesses." 

A Kalamink Wind Community Grant also 
will support two cadets on their road to recovery 

This is the historic, former “Black Eden,” where almost all the top soul and R&B performers from the 1920-1960s 
came to play. Very cool, very history-laden Lake County “ghost” town!

Mandan Located in Keweenaw County, you'll find the remains of this "town" hidden down a dirt road in the woods. 
Many foundations still lie within the thick brush and overgrowth, and a couple of houses still stand that are sometimes 
used as deer camps.

Marlborough The famous “Marlborough Ruins” are the main reason to visit. Not only the cement factory, but the 
opera house, hotel, school and more are here in Lake County!

Parshallville People flock to the cider mill here every year. If you haven't, you should – you'll enjoy it. Tucked away in 
Livingston County, this 1837 town is one of Michigan's hidden historic gems.

Pere Cheney Town? What town? All that's left are railroad tracks and a graveyard. This Crawford County spot has 
been labeled as the “most haunted town in Michigan” thanks to its actual history, mixed with the paranormal rumors.

Singapore Another “what town?” to visit. Singapore is completely buried under the sand dunes north of Saugatuck. If 
you visit and walk the dunes, you'll be traipsing over the buried town of Singapore.

Watson This might be small, but it's one of the coolest ghost towns in the Upper Peninsula. Located deep on 496 in the 
wilderness in Marquette County, these old buildings scream for photo ops!

Whore's Corners Yup, this Newaygo County ghost town was named after just what you think it was. Ladies were 
brought in to pleasure the hardworking lumberjacks, who contracted diseases which led to the town's downfall.

Michigan has countless small towns, villages, burgs, ghost towns, and so much more to discover. Take a Michigan road 
trip anytime and take the backroads, side roads, dirt roads, etc. You'll see and discover many places and things that you 
never knew were here!

Towns page 3
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Mary Jo David

by Cindy Anderson, DVM, Animal Care Clinic
Break out your grills, lawn chairs and festive food, because it's that time of year
again — Independence Day is just around the corner! 
The Fourth of July always is a great day to celebrate our nation with friends, family and furry 

ones alike. 
While fireworks are a long-standing tradition for this summer holiday, for some pets,
fireworks are not a reason to party, but a reason to panic. However, with a little planning, you 

Fireworks can create stress in some pets

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

Paws and Claws

can ensure that your four-legged friends enjoy the holiday just as much as you do.
Signs of stress Some signs that your pet is scared or stressed out by fireworks include salivating and drooling, whining 

and whimpering, barking and howling and not eating.
Pets also may be trembling and shaking, seeking more attention than normal, scratching to escape from room or area 

they are in, hiding in a corner or under furniture, or house soiling.

Photo by Matthew Henry, via unsplash.com

Keeping pets safe Some tips to keep your pet safe during fireworks include ensuring your pet gets plenty of exercise during the day before the fireworks begin, 
providing a safe place for them to retreat like their crate or bed and checking on them every few hours.

You also can keep your pets inside with blinds lowered and windows closed and turn on the TV or radio for familiar noise.
Also, try using a Thundershirt, an anxiety treatment jacket to calm your pet.
The staff at Animal Care Clinic, 926 W. Grand River Ave., in Williamston, 517-655-5551, will be happy to help you and your pet stay safe during the Fourth of July 

festivities.
Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. She traveled to Italy, New Zealand 

and Manitoba before establishing her own clinic in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Dr. Cindy took over duties at the Animal Care Clinic in October 2019 and now spends the 
majority of her time in the Lower Peninsula helping animals and their owners.

How will businesses work post-pandemic?
StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

COVID-19 capacity restrictions have been lifted in Michigan, and the dinner crowd 
has returned to the Country Pub in Gregory. Photo credit Mary Jo DavidPhoto credit Mary Jo David

by Mary Jo David
It’s so refreshing to see cars parked outside restaurants. And 

who ever thought we’d be glad to drive in traffic again on the 
highway? Both are signs of Michigan loosening its pandemic 
restrictions and ultimately lifting constraints on capacity, 
mask-wearing, and gathering sizes, effective June 22, 2021— 

nine days ahead of the July 1 date the state originally announced. 
Many businesses in the area had to make drastic changes to their business models 

to accommodate the state’s restrictions in response to COVID-19, including closing 
their doors for a period of time early in the pandemic. And sadly, a few have closed 
for good. 

So what about the lessons to be learned from this experience? Any business that 
doesn’t use COVID-19 as a teaching moment is missing the opportunity to learn and 
grow from the experience. 

According to Forbes.com, “While the coronavirus pandemic may seem like a once-in-a-lifetime event, the reality is that an emergency can come along to disrupt your 
small business at any time. Using what you’ve learned during the current pandemic to prepare for the next crisis can help you insulate your business from future shocks.”

As one who owned a small business for almost 20 years, I have found myself seriously considering some of the take-aways businesses may have learned from the past 
16 months. 

The pandemic forced flexibility
The pandemic forced a lot of small businesses in the area to try new things—curbside pickup; adjusting hours; using Facebook for communicating (new hours, the 

day’s menu, etc.). Some had to cross-train employees to do things they’d never tried before. Others had to find new suppliers quickly as old suppliers disappeared or 
became too pricey. And still others discovered government benefits that helped them stay in business. 

Next time you’re afraid to try something new with your business, remember, when faced with no choice, you were forced to think outside the box. So don’t be afraid 
to try new things post-pandemic. And by all means, make sure to keep good business records when the economy is healthy so you have those records if you ever have to 
reach out for government aid during a future economic crisis.

Values and preferences may have changed
The pandemic has had a profound effect on most people’s lives, and as such, they aren’t the same people they were pre-2020. Think about this when you’re 

considering how best to relate to your customers. 
As restaurants have gradually been increasing capacity, it appears customers are happy to be back. Many were accustomed to eating out a couple of times a week, and 

the pandemic really cramped their style. But it’s also likely some of these customers have a newfound respect for eating at home. Restaurant owners should think about 
this before cutting off their curbside-pickup, carryout, or delivery services as restaurant restrictions are lifted. 

Early in the pandemic, some local markets reported an increase in business. Customers were staying away from big-box stores and shopping in our small-town 
markets to reduce exposure to COVID-19. Hopefully, local proprietors used that time to get acquainted with new customers and cement relationships with longtime 
customers. If your business benefited from the pandemic, think about the reasons why, and remind customers of those qualities that set you apart.

See StockBIZ on page 20.
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• Monday, July 12: Outreach’s Fresh Food Distribution for anyone 
who needs food—no registration required, just show up—at Jeruel Baptist 
Church’s parking lot, 4–5 p.m. Curbside pickup.

• Parenting Class/Support: Join SRSLY for a FREE, online Guiding 
Good Choices parenting workshop. Tuesdays, July 13 – Aug. 10, choose 
either the 12-2 p.m. class or the 6-8 p.m. class. Register by July 9 at www.
srslycoalition.org/guidinggoodchoices 

Bridge to Wellness page 9

• Pedal for Prevention: Join in this virtual riding club and support your local SRSLY Coalition. 
Bike, run, or walk and keep track of your progress to share with others! The $30 registration fee 
includes T-shirt and medal (remaining proceeds support SRSLY). The clock starts ticking on July 16 
and ends on Aug. 13. 
www.stjoeshealth.org/classes-and-events/pedal-for-prevention-1 

• Support Stockbridge Community Outreach’s “Christmas in July” matching grant program, 
where each dollar donated will be matched by our Secret Santa donors, up to a total of $10,000. 
Check out their Facebook page or website for more info. www.stockbridgecommunityoutreach.org 

• Find info, resources, and connections at www.onebigconnection.org.
It is the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s newest endeavor—helping nonprofits in the five towns of 

Stockbridge, Chelsea, Grass Lake, Manchester & Dexter get the word out about their services and 
events and connecting you with information you need on mental health, housing, physical fitness 
and more.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition (SAWC). Remember, if you 
have health challenges that could hamper your ability to exercise, check with your doctor before 
taking on a new exercise regimen. Gary A. Hicks, a veteran police sergeant with a passion for 
fitness, writes the fitness portion. He has over 35 years of experience in teaching, coaching, martial 
arts instruction, and police academy instruction.

Additionally, the Kroger Co. presented the second annual Zero Hero Awards to students for 
taking action to help create communities free of hunger and waste.

This community service award program recognizes a range of student achievement: Merit for 20 
hours, Honor for 40 hours, and Ambassador for 100 hours of service during the current school year. 
There is special recognition for a focus on Zero Hunger and Zero Waste.

Students receiving Merit awards are Audrey Austin, Keshava Demerath-Shanti, Olivia Fletcher, 
Carissa Heinzman, Brianna Hill, Peter Johnson, Brooklyn Rochow, Rylee Tolson and Kaitelyn 
Walker. Audrey Austin and Peter Johnson also earned Zero Hero awards.

"These are the first Stockbridge High students to earn awards from UNA-USA and InnerView, 
and I am so proud of these students and all of the hard work they have done,” said NHS adviser 
Courtney Fletcher. 

The students were involved in numerous efforts that positively impacted our schools and 
community. “Despite the pandemic, and this being my first year as the NHS adviser, we have had a 
very successful year," said Fletcher. "We collected donations for the Stockbridge Outreach, managed 
recycling in the school office and cafeteria, and cleaned up our local community roads, beaches and 
parks, among other things."

A key artifact students gain through the award program is the development of a digital service 
resume for use in job and college applications to demonstrate personal commitment, 21st century 
skills, and key areas of interest.  

“We are thrilled that these students will be entering the workforce with meaningful community 
engagement skills and socially aware experiences," said Rachel Bowen Pittman, UNA-USA 
executive director. "We are encouraged that educators are including community service and cultural 
engagement in the educational experience of their students.” 

NHS page 1
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Anne’s sense of wonderment and appreciation was palpable as she showed off the slate—and even 
more so when she held up the small piece of chalk that had survived more than 150 years.

Many in the area have heard the tragic story about Anne’s grandfather Henry Howlett, a state 
legislator, who was killed in a fire in the Kern Hotel in Lansing back in 1934. What people may 
not know is that Henry entered politics later in life, and, in addition to running Howlett Brothers 
Hardware in downtown Gregory, Henry also spent time as a farmer and—you guessed it—as a 
teacher.

Anne likes to recall another daily family ritual she and Tinnie treasured as young girls—this one 
involved their dad, Tom Howlett, who, along with his brother Dan, became the next generation of 
Howlett Brothers to run the hardware store on Main Street. 

“Each day, when it was time for Pa to close the store, we’d walk downtown and meet him to walk 
back home, hand-in-hand.” And although she was the older of the two sisters, she still remembers, “I 
loved those moments, but I could never keep up with Tinnie and Pa.”

If you’re conjuring up episodes of Andy Griffith’s Mayberry, you’re not far off, and the 
comparisons don’t end there. 

“Back when we were kids, the Gregory operator would connect callers,” Anne explained. From 
“downtown Gregory,” it wasn’t unusual for the operator to respond to a connection request with, “I 
could connect you, but why bother? She’s out; I just saw her walk by.” 

Left: Circa 1860s antique slate and chalk used by Anne Potts’ 
great-grandmother, teacher Charlotte Leeke Howlett. Photo Credit: 
Mary Jo David. Center (l-r): Anne Howlett and younger sister, 
Christine (“Tinnie”) Howlett. Photo provided by Anne Potts. Right: 
Anne Howlett (far right) and her sister Tinnie (left), join their 
mother, LeAnna Howlett (second left), to visit Grandma Christine 
Howlett (second right). Photo provided by Anne Potts

Potts page 10

Other fun memories Anne recounts from growing up in Gregory:
• Making hollyhock dolls (It’s a thing…Google it!).
• Mayday celebrations that included leaving anonymous wildflower arrangements on neighbors’ doorknobs.
• Hours and hours spent in the playhouse with Tinnie at their Aunt Bess’ home. 
• Sunday school and participating in the church social group as she got older.
• Town Hall dances and box socials where young ladies would make up box lunches, place them in decorated boxes, and auction them off.
• Anne’s Pa leaving the keys in the truck parked in front of the hardware store on Main Street, just in case anyone needed to borrow it.
• The story, handed down through generations, about Anne’s great-great-grandfather attending a Unadilla Social and passing a note to his sweetheart asking “Will you 

have me?” His sweetheart responded “Yes” to the note, and the rest is Howlett history.
• The day Jack Potts said to Anne, “Let’s get married!” while they were sitting in the kitchen of her parent’s home on Unadilla Road. (Spontaneous proposals seem to 

run in the family.)
Anne also relayed a delightful story that harkened back to her own days as a teacher. Beginning as an elementary school teacher in Howell, Anne took 15 years away 

from teaching to spend time raising her own children: Jack, Nathan, Sam, and Laura. When she returned to teaching, this time in Stockbridge, she had the opportunity to 
educate her elementary students about the different presidents of the United States. 

One day, she explained to her students about Abraham Lincoln being assassinated. She also told the students that she’d had the honor of shaking hands with President 
John F. Kennedy, another of our presidents who, like President Lincoln, was assassinated. Upon meeting the mother of one of her students some time later, the mother 
commented, with a smile, that Mrs. Potts appeared much younger than her years. Apparently after the lesson on the presidents, the woman’s son had gone home and told 
his mom that Mrs. Potts had shaken hands with Abraham Lincoln!

Is it any wonder that Anne Potts has so many memories of life in bygone days in Gregory?
Advertisement
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Obituaries

Nick Carpenter
Nov. 28, 1947 to May 29, 2021

Nick (ie) Lee Carpenter, of Fitchburg, passed away 
at his home surrounded by his family on May 29, 2021. 
He was born on November 28, 1947 the first son of 
Willie and Virginia (Barker) Carpenter in Stockbridge, 
MI. On June 24, 1972, he married Diane (Hazell), and 
she survives.

Nick was a proud member of the UAW and had 
30 years of service with the DANA Corporation. He 
enjoyed working on cars, bicycles, and lawnmowers. 
He was an avid golfer and also enjoyed softball, 
bowling, along with hunting and fishing. He always 
supported our troops and he loved his family.

In addition to his wife, Diane, Nick is survived by his son, Joshua (Niki) 
Carpenter, granddaughters Reese Burch and Kaelyn Carpenter. He is also survived 
by his brothers, David Carpenter, Ted (Diana) Carpenter, Jeff (Kim) Carpenter, 
sister, Vickey (Wally) Brown, and sister/brother-in-law, Barbara and Wilferd Risner, 
along with numerous beloved nieces, nephews and cousins. In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his infant daughter, Rebecca Carpenter. A graveside 
service at Fitchburg Cemetery will be held on Friday, June 4, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.

Nick Carpenter

Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · James Victor Fowler- died May 16, 2021 - Lansing
 · Debra K. Outwater - died May 20, 2021 - Jackson
 · Mable A. Wahl - died May 23, 2021 - Stockbridge
 · Talan Tolliver - died May 26, 2021 - Gregory
 · Justin D. Titus - died June 17, 2021 - Jackson

Death Notices

Albert "AL" Matyzius 
April 14, 1945 to June 10, 2021

Matyzius. Albert was born in Zeven, Germany on April 14, 1945 to Antanas and 
Mikalina (Sarka) Matyzius. Albert came to America with his parents at the age 
of 5 and worked on the Bachman and Baldwin farms until his parents purchased 
property on Freiermuth Road in 1955. After Al graduated from Stockbridge 
High School he enlisted and proudly served in the United States Army. After his 
honorable discharge he returned to Michigan began working at General Motors 
on the assembly line eventually retiring as an industrial mechanic. He built his 
home on the family property, where he and Nancy raised their family. Al was a 
member of the American Legion in Stockbridge and was a past President. He and 
Nancy enjoyed traveling the country and spending time on Cruises around the 
World. Al and Nancy relocated to Countryside a few years ago where they made 
many friends that greatly improved their social lifestyle as well as their health. Al 
was a “social butterfly”. He was extremely keen and enjoyed sharing his stories 
with friends and family. According to his wishes, cremation will take place and 
a Mass of Christian burial will be held at Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian Church 
(1320 Catholic Church Road Leslie, Michigan 49251) on Saturday, July 10, 2021 
at 10:30 a.m. Albertus will be laid to rest with Military Honors beside his wife 
and daughter immediately following. Please join the family to honor Nancy and 
Albert's life at the American Legion Post 510 on Saturday, July 10, 2021 from 1:00 
to 4:00 p.m.

Albert “AL” Matyzius
Albert "AL" Matyzius, of Stockbridge, 

Michigan, passed away, peacefully at home on 
his family’s farm with his daughter and dogs, 
Russell and Hank by his side on Thursday, June 
10, 2021 at the age of 76. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by his wife, 
Nancy (Trapp) Matyzius and daughter, Kristina 
Matyzius. He is survived by his daughter, 
Dawn (Christopher Dean) Matyzius; grandson, 
Michael Sercombe and granddaughter, Megan 
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Panthers baseball season ends at district finals

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge baseball team saw its season come to 

an end in the Division 3 district championship game as the 
Panthers fell to Dansville 14-4.

Dansville took control early by jumping out to a 7-0 
lead in the first. The Aggies would add three more in the 
second before the Panthers put a pair on the board in the 
third on a run-scoring triple by Drew Philipp and an RBI 
single by Dalton Satkowiak to make it 10-2.

Sacrifice flies by Satkowiak and Drew Robinson cut the 
Dansville lead to 11-4 in the sixth, but the Aggies slammed 
the door with three runs in the bottom of the inning to end 
the game.

Aiden Trost went 3-3 with two runs scored to lead the 
Panther offense.

Philipp and Robinson had two hits and one RBI each, 

Girls soccer finishes season at 
district semifinals

Dalton Satkowiak rips a base hit 
for the Panthers. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

Panthers track teams send six to 
state finals

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge track and field teams 

had six athletes qualify for the Division 3 
state finals at Jenison Saturday, June 5.

Rylee Tolson and Brooklyn Rochow 
qualified in three events each to lead the 
Panthers.

Tolson won the 1600 and 3200 races, 
with Rochow right behind in second place 
in both events. Rochow ran PR's in both 
races for the Panthers.

Both Tolson and Rochow also teamed 
with Sidney Gipe and Kristina Wilde to 
finish second in the 4x800 to qualify for 
the state finals.

Micah Bolton won the 3200 to qualify 
for state for the boys team and missed by 
under one second in the 1600, finishing 
third for the Panthers.

Gracee Robidou qualified in the long 
jump with personal record leap of 16-04. 

Earning All-Region honors for the girls 
were the 4x400 team of Rochow, Robidou, 
Tolson and Julianne Muscato in third; 

Rylee Tolson earned D3 All-State 
honors with a fourth-place finish in the 
1600. Photo by Dawn McCann

Robidiou third in the long jump and fourth in the 400; Kaitelyn Walker fourth in the 
100 hurdles and fifth in the 300 hurdles; Muscato sixth in the 400; the 4x200 team 
of Gabrielle Heath, Grace Niec, Audrey Austin and McKenzie Hatfield in fifth; Gipe 
eighth in the 800, and Joy Youngblood eighth in the high jump.

All-Region honors for the boys team went to Collin Cook fourth in the 3200; 
Brock Jones fifth in the 800; Cook sixth in the 1600; the team of Ethan Luke, Jonah 
Coffman, Jonah Huskey-Wright and Cameron Brewer eighth in the 4x100 and 4x200 
relays; and the 4x800 relay team of Brandon Howlett, Brendan Wright, Ethan Wright 
and Andy Schlaff that finished eighth.

The girls finished in third in the final standings as a team and the boys finished 
ninth.

Tolson would earn All-State honors at the D3 State Finals with a fourth-place 
finish in the 1600 with a time of 5:11.85. She would also finish 12th in the 3200 and 
teamed with Gipe, Youngblood and Rochow to finish 21st in the 4x800 relay.

Rochow finished 14th in the 3200 and 18th in the 1600, while Robidou was 26th 
in the long jump.

Bolton finished 23rd in the boys 1600 for the Panthers.
 The Stockbridge boys and girls track and field teams competed in the GLAC 

Finals and the girls came home with a tie for second place, while the boys finished 
fifth.

See Track on page 19.

Bri Hill scored two goals to help lead 
the soccer team past Durand. Photo 
provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge girls soccer team saw its season 

come to an end with an 8-0 loss to Williamston in the 
D3 district semifinals.

The Panthers ran into a strong Hornets squad that 
would eventually reach the state semifinals before 
bowing out of the tournament.

Stockbridge opened district play with a 7-0 
trouncing of Durand.

The Panthers dominated on both ends of the field, 
pouring in seven goals and not allowing Durand a 
shot on goal all night.

Peyton Killinger and Haylie Steinkraus split time 
in net, while the defense of Hailey Howard, Krista 
Culver and Josie Buetler keyed the shutout for the 
Panthers.

Bri Hill opened the scoring with an assist to 
Evelyn Ortiz-Martinez. Hill would add a second goal 
later in the first half for the Panthers.

Clarissa Hill and Killinger would score their first 
career high school goals in the contest.

"It was a real team effort, with everyone trying to get girls opportunities," coach Jeremy 
Killinger said.

Also scoring for the Panthers were Julianna Debozy, Adrianna Adkins and Claire Beauregard. 
Shailynn Walker and Kaitlin Miller picked up assists for the Panthers.

The Stockbridge girls soccer team continued its late season surge with a win and a tie before 
falling to Lansing Christian in the regular season finale.

The Panthers took down Michigan Center, 1-0, May 24.
The defense dominated the Cardinals, limiting Michigan Center to just two shots on net which 

both were stopped by Peyton Killinger for the shutout.
See Soccer on page 19.

Panthers softball concludes season 
at district finals

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge softball team saw its 

season end in the district finals, when the 
Panthers fell to GLAC rival Leslie 11-3.

The Panthers could not contain the 
Blackhawks offense, as Leslie scored at 
least one run in every inning on its way to 
the win.

Leslie took a 6-0 lead after three, 
before the Panthers bounced back with 
a pair of runs on a two-run single by 
Hannah Lockhart to make it 6-2.

Leslie would answer with three in the 
fourth to make it 9-2. 

Arin Szumlinski doubled in McKenzie 
Noble in the fifth to cut the lead to 9-3, but 
that is as close as the Panthers would get.

Lockhart, Noble and Szumlinski had 
the only hits for the Panthers. Lockhart 
and Joslynn Caskey struck out two each 
on the rubber for the Panthers.

See Softball on page 19.

Ashlee Grumelot slides safely into 
second base with a steal. Photo 
provided by Keith Michaels

while Satkowiak had a hit and two RBIs. Austin Knoll, Andrew Davis and Noah Hughes had one 
hit each.

The Panthers reached the finals by pounding Springport 14-2 in the semifinals.
Stockbridge took a 3-0 lead in the second with a two-run double by Austin Knoll and a run- 

scoring single by Trost.
Davis doubled in a run and Robinson added an RBI single as the lead grew to 8-1 in the fifth.
The Panthers would put the game away with a six-run sixth inning that included a two-run 

double by Trost to make the final 14-2.
Trost had another big game with three hits and three RBIs, while Austin Knoll had three hits 

and two RBIs. Satkowiak and Philipp had two hits and two runs scored each, Robinson a hit and 
two RBIs, Davis and Hughes a hit and RBI each, and Ashton Knoll one hit.

Trost earned the win on the mound, striking out eight.
The Panthers ended the regular season on a high note by winning three of its last four games, 

including a doubleheader sweep of Concord.
The Panthers dropped the opener of a twin bill with Lansing Christian, 11-8 Monday, May 24.
Stockbridge took a 3-1 lead in the first on a Trost RBI single and a two-run single by 

Satkowiak, but the Pilgrims would score three runs in each of the fourth-sixth innings to take 
control of the game with a 11-7 lead and held on for the win.

Satkowiak led the offense with two hits and three RBIs.
Philipp, Spencer McLennan and Evan Bradley had a hit and RBI each.
A big five-run second inning helped the Panthers bounce back to take the second game 14-8 to 

snap a 12-game losing streak.
Robinson had a run-scoring single to start the second inning rally. Austin Noll followed with a 

two-run single and Philipp a RBI-double to make it 6-1 after two.
See Baseball on page 19.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

Julianna Debozy scored the lone goal of the game for the Panthers with an assist from Evelyn Ortiz-
Martinez.

Earlier in the week, the Panthers battled to a 1-1 draw with Olivet in a rematch from the GLAC 
tournament.

Killinger stopped 12 of 13 shots in net, with Ortiz-Martinez collecting the Panthers goal.
The Panthers finished the season with a 6-6-3 overall record.

Soccer page 18

Stockbridge reached the finals with district wins over Springport and Michigan Center.
A four-run first inning helped lift the Panthers to a 14-1 win over Springport in the district opener.
Caskey and Ashlee Grumelot each had three hits and two RBIs to lead the Panthers hitting attack.
Grace Burg had two hits and three RBIs, while Makayla Surline had two hits and two runs scored. Noble 

had a hit and two runs scored, Szumlinski a triple and RBI, Lockhart a double and RBI, and Madi Mazuca and 
Alexis Hightower a hit and run scored each.

Lockhart and Caskey combined for eight strikeouts in the circle.
The Panthers then jumped out to an early lead and held on to beat Michigan Center 7-5 in the district 

semifinals.
Surline drove in a run with a double and then a three-run error plated three more as the Panthers took a 4-0 

lead in the second.
Noble doubled in a run to make it 5-0 in the fourth, but Center scored three in its half of the inning to cut 

the lead to two.
The Panthers benefited from a Cardinal error and wild pitch to score two in the fifth to make it 7-3.
Center scored two in the seventh to cut the lead to 7-5, but Lockhart got a strikeout to end the game.
Noble led the offense with two hits and one RBI, while Surline had a double and RBI. Szumlinski, 

Hightower and Grumelot had one hit each. Lockhart earned the win on the rubber with five strikeouts.
The Panthers had a rough time down the stretch, but came up with a big doubleheader sweep of Concord 

Thursday, May 27, to snap a five-game losing streak.
The Panthers jumped out to a 6-2 lead after two, but Concord battled back to tie it at six in the fourth. 

Stockbridge retook the lead in the bottom of the inning with an RBI ground out by Alexis Hightower and RBI-
single by Makayla Surline for a 9-6 lead and cruised to the 12-6 win.

Joslynn Caskey had a big night with four hits and two RBIs. McKenzie Noble chipped in with three hits 
and two runs scored and Surline two hits and two RBIs. Hightower and Arin Szumlinski each had a hit and 
RBI and Madi Mazuca one hit. Hannah Lockhart earned the win with eight strikeouts.

The Panthers used a huge 12-run first inning to take a commanding lead and cruise to an 18-4 win in the 
second game.

Szumlinski led the offense with three hits and three RBIs, while Caskey had another big game with three 
hits and two RBIs. Lockhart had two hits and four RBIs, Noble two hits and one RBI, Hightower and Grace 
Burg and hit and two RBIs each, and Surline a hit and run scored. Caskey earned the win on the mound, 
striking out one.

The Panthers had a rough time dropping three games earlier in the week.
The fell to a powerful Eaton Rapids team 14-2 in the opening round of the Lansing Diamond Classic.
The Panthers scored a pair of runs in the top of the first, but the lead was short-lived as the Greyhounds 

scored three runs in each of the first three innings to blow the game open.
Szumlinski led the offense with a pair of hits, while Noble had a double and run scored and Surline one hit.
The Panthers then dropped a pair of games 15-5 and 14-3 to Fowlerville.
Noble led the offense with a double and three RBIs and Lockhart a hit and RBI. Ashlee Grumelot had a 

double and RBI, Hightower a double and run scored, Szumlinski and Surline a hit and run scored each in the 
opener.

A six-run fourth inning doomed the Panthers in the second game.
Noble again led the offense with two hits and an RBI. Burg and Hightower each had a hit and run scored, 

and Caskey one hit.
Stockbridge finished the season with a 23-15 overall record.

Softball page 18

Track page 18

The Lady Panthers finished with 73 points to tie with Perry for 
second. Olivet dominated the meet with 198. The boys finished with 28 
points in the meet won by Olivet with 210. Olivet has won every boy 
and girl track title since the formation of the GLAC.

Rochow had a huge day for the girls with a first-place finish in the 
3200. She also finished second in the 1600 and was part of the 4x800 
relay team that finished third along with Gipe, Youngblood and Kristina 
Wilde.

Kaitelyn Walker also earned a second-place finish in the 300 hurdles 
and was fourth in the 100 hurdles.

Robidou was third in the long jump and fifth in the 100 and 200 
meter races. Youngblood was third in the high jump and Julianne 
Muscato third in the 400.

Gabrielle Heath, Grace Niec, Audrey Austin and McKenzie Hatfield 
teamed to finish third in the 4x200 and 4x100 races.

The boys were led by the third-place finishes of the 4x200 team 
of Jonah Coffman, Jonah Huskey-Wright, Cameron Brewer and Isaac 
Lance and the 4x800 relay team of Brock Jones, Andy Schlaff, Collin 
Cooks and Micah Bolton.

Bolton also finished fourth in the 3200, while the 4x400 team of 
Brewer, Luke Suojanen, Jones and Lance also finished fourth.

Fifth-place finishes went to Bolton in the 1600 and Collin Cook the 
3200.

Lansing Christian cut the lead to 6-3, but the Panthers answered with 
a pair of runs in the fourth and three in the fifth to make it 11-3.

The Panthers added three more in the sixth to make it 14-5. The 
Pilgrims scored three in the seventh to cut it to 14-8 but would get no 
closer.

Austin Knoll had a huge game with four hits, four RBIs and four 
runs scored.

Robinson added three hits and an RBI, while Philipp had two hits 
and one RBI. Ashton Knoll and Trost had a hit and two RBIs, and 
Andrew Davis a hit and run scored. Trost earned the win on the mound, 
striking out seven.

The Panthers dropped the third game of the series, 7-4, Wednesday, 
May 26.

Satkowiak had a double and two RBIs to lead the offense. Robinson 
added a double, Trost a hit and run scored, and Philipp and Ashton Knoll 
one hit each.

The Panthers then took a pair from Concord Thursday, May 27.
After Concord tied the game in the top of the sixth, the Panthers 

scored two in the bottom of the inning to pull out the 8-6 win in the 
opener. The Panthers loaded the bases with one out and Philipp came 
through with the clutch two-run single for Stockbridge to pull out the 
win.

Robinson had two hits and two RBIs to lead the Panthers. Ashton 
Knoll had two hits and one RBI, Austin Knoll two hits and two runs 
scored, Trost two hits and one run scored, McLennan a hit and RBI, and 
Dakoda Whitaker one hit. Satkowiak earned the win in relief.

The Panthers took the nightcap 9-2 to finish the sweep.
Stockbridge jumped to a 7-0 lead after two innings and cruised to the 

win.
Philipp had a big game with three hits and two RBIs, while 

Satkowiak had two hits and three RBIs. Ashton Knoll added two hits 
and an RBI, Austin Knoll two hits and two runs scored, and Trost a hit 
and RBI. Davis had one hit and earned the win by striking out six in the 
complete game win.

The Panthers finished the season with a 9-18 overall record.
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1. Provide compensation for the repair of the covered vehicle.
2. Or provide full payment to replace the covered vehicle.
3. Or provide repairs to the covered vehicle.
Generally, insurers will not exercise option No. 3 in vehicle repairs because of the potential 

liabilities.
In situations where a policyholder negligently causes damages to another, where property damage 

coverage has been purchased, the at-fault party’s insurer provides payment on behalf of their 
policyholder for the damages they have caused, up to the dollar amount of property damage liability 
(PD) coverage the policyholder purchased in their policy contract. This is referred to as a third-party 
claim. As one can see, in either case, there is no contractual relationship between the insurer and the 
repairer.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge.The couple have lived 
in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business 
since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been 
working on cars for more than 75 years.

Ask an Expert page 6
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July 14, 1921 edition:
• A fair illustration of what a homemade fly-trap will do may be seen on the west side of the 

hotel. In less than a week about two quarts of these pests have been destroyed. If more of us would 
build traps and make a little effort, the fly nuisance would be greatly lessened.

• Over 100 attended the Hoosier picnic at Joslyn Lake Tuesday. Many were kept away on account 
of harvest but those who were present enjoyed the day bathing, boxing, quoit pitching, visiting, and 
the bounteous feed.

NATIONAL NEWS
July 7, 1921 edition:
• Coinage of silver dollars has been resumed by the mint at Washington, D.C., after a lapse of 7 

years, and the work of replacing 279,000,000 standard silver dollars taken from the treasury during 
the war to sell to Great Britain has been begun. The mint is now striking off silver dollars at the rate 
of about 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 a month.

July 14, 1921 edition:
• Lands of the Caribbean: …It would take 57 islands of its size to equal Central America in area, 

and yet Porto Rico enjoys about three times as much foreign trade as all Central America together, 
from Tehuantepec to Colombia…The trade of the island has increased sevenfold since Uncle Sam 
took possession there. The number of children enrolled in the schools has increased sixfold. The 
wages of the laboring class has multiplied threefold even before the war…

MISCELLANEOUS
July 14, 1921 edition:
• A teacher was reading to her class when she came across the word “unaware.” She asked if 

anyone knew the meaning. One little girl timidly raised her hand and gave the following definition: 
“Unaware is what you put on first and take off last.”

Rearview page 8

On the other hand, many customers who had previously never 
ordered groceries or other purchases online learned to adapt 
to this new way of shopping. If you’re a business owner who 
lost customers to online merchants, find ways to get your old 
customers back and attract new customers. Maybe take advantage 
of local advertising sources, sponsor local events and activities to 
get your business name in front of people, introduce a “frequent 
buyer” program, consider ways your business can have an online 
presence, and/or look for a mentor who has had success in 
expanding small-business reach.

Communication is key
As a business writer who regularly reaches out to business 

owners for interviews, I can’t tell you the number of times—
during the pandemic, and even pre-pandemic—that I was not 
able to get through to a business even with a simple phone 
call. Remember, customers need to be able to find you; without 
customers, you have no business. As such, assess your own 
business’s accessibility by asking yourself the following 
communication questions:

• Are your phone number, email address, and hours readily 
apparent on your storefront?

• Is your online presence up-to-date? Remember to check your 
website (if applicable), Facebook page, and Google.

• Check any ads you run regularly. Are your business details 
up-to-date? Besides a phone number, do you provide email 
address, website address, and hours?

• Have you listened to your voicemail message recently? Is 
it up-to-date? Do you state your hours? Is there room in your 
voicemailbox for customers to leave a message?

• Do you check your voicemail and email Inbox regularly for 
messages and then respond to those messages promptly?

As a local business—large or small—it’s important to 
recognize what you did to survive the COVID pandemic. Learn 
from it. Be ready for the next time. Good luck moving past the 
pandemic, and remember, what doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger.

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to 
Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in 
the country, including the Stockbridge Community News. 
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The team consisting of 11th grader Hythem Beydoun, 10th grade students Brianna Polenz and Jack Hammerberg, along with 
8th grade students Alayna Adkins, Elianna Johnson, Brock Rochow and Logan Hollenbeck was challenged to grow crops in 
simulated lunar regolith, aka moon soil. The "Plant the Moon" challenge was hosted by The Institute of Competition Sciences in 
partnership with the University of Central Florida's CLASS Exolith Laboratory.

Each team in the challenge designed and conducted a 10-week experiment, then submitted a report to an advisory board that 
included NASA researchers and other experts in the field of astrobotany. NASA is looking for innovative ways to feed fresh, 
healthy food to astronauts on the upcoming Artemis missions to the moon, with the ultimate goal of establishing sustainable 
colonies on the moon and Mars.

“I’ve never been incredibly interested in agriculture or growing plants in general, but this challenge was actually very 
interesting to me. We hadn’t done anything like it before,” says Hythem Beydoun, the senior-most member of the team. “We’re 
actively assisting in research that may be used to establish colonies on the moon or Mars, or even allow us to travel further into 

Plant the Moon page 1

This radish plant was part of the research 
project. Photo provided by Bob Richards space.”

The challenge concluded with a virtual global summit, where students learned more about the 
NASA Artemis mission. The summit concluded with a series of "Best in Show'' awards. Out of the 
four awards available, Stockbridge won one for the “Best Plant Growth” category in the High School 
Division. 

The students created three mixtures that contained different ratios of lunar regolith to potting soil, 
as well as a control soil. The students grew six different food crops in each soil mixture. The students 
chose arugula, beets, bok choy, mustard, peas and radishes for this experiment because of their ability 
to reach maturity and be harvested during the 10-week growing period. Over the 10 weeks, they kept 
track of the growth by documenting measurements, watering, and environmental factors around the 
plants. At the end of the experiment, the students harvested the plants and recycled them into their 
respective soils to add nutrients to continue the experiment on their own. 

“The lessons learned growing food crops in simulated lunar soil can help us to grow here on Earth 
because we face some of the same issues, such as low nutrient soil and less land available for crop 
production to feed a growing population,” according to Brianna Polenz, a 10th grader on the team. 

Brianna also added, “Due to the success of the project, Mr. Richards plans to run this project again 
next school year in the new 7th and 8th grade Agriscience and Technology class.” 
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CADL Stockbridge Branch bustling with activity this summer

Check out the hissing cockroaches on 
display at CADL Stockbridge Branch. 
Photo provided by CADL

by Head Librarian Sherri McConnell
It’s good to see people in the Stockbridge Branch again 

after so many months.
The Summer Reading Challenge is in full swing as 

well! We’re offering activities and prizes for all ages 
including Project Squirrel, a citizen science activity to 
gather information about the fluffy-tailed critters in your 
neighborhood. 

Drop by Veterans Memorial Park and see the new 
StoryWalk on the west side,  starting near the swings. The 

StoryWalk offers reading activities for preschoolers and new readers, while you enjoy a stroll. 
Also, in July, we are supporting shelter animals with a Toy Take & Make kit. Once you’re 

finished making one, you can either return it to the library and it will be donated to the Ingham 
County Animal Shelter, or you can keep it for your own furry friend. We’ll also be taking donations 
of toys, food, cleaning supplies and more for the shelter. Look for donation ideas at ac.ingham.org. 

We have our own multi-legged guests right here at the library, hissing cockroaches from Preuss 
Pets of Lansing. Come by and check them out!

The Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 Wood St. For more 
information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org.

Tri-County Office on Aging 
offering free workshop

Information submitted by Tri-County Office on Aging 
Beginning in July, the Tri-County Office on Aging (TCOA) will be 

offering an interactive workshop for older adults called “A Matter of 
Balance: Managing Concerns About Falls.” 

With a focus on reducing fall risks, increasing physical activity, and 
lowering the fear of falling, the workshop will include seated exercises 
to improve balance, strength, coordination and stability.

The workshop will be offered online (via Zoom) from 10 a.m. to 
noon Mondays and Wednesdays, July 14 to Aug. 11.

To register for “A Matter of Balance: Managing Concerns About 
Falls,” call TCOA at 517-887-1465 or email Christine Histed at 
histedc@tcoa.org. The workshop is free, but donations will be accepted.

2021 A Day in the village
Community comes together for 
another successful 2021 A Day 
in the Village

Most photos by Judy Brune and Mary Jo David
With a greater appreciation for hometown gatherings, the 

people of Stockbridge and surrounding areas came out to enjoy 
food, fun, and friends during A Day in the Village festivities 
over Father’s Day weekend.

See ADIV on page 24.
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The volunteers who illuminate a fireworks extravaganza 
The Grand Finale was a show stopper. John Salyer II tests the setup before showtime. Josh McAlister and David Tracy set up. All eyes were drawn to the sky during the show.

Article and photos by Hope Salyer
 An explosion echoes through downtown Stockbridge, lighting up the sky. Children run 

around Veterans Memorial Park, laughing and screaming as their parents draw their eyes 
toward the glowing sky. Another annual fireworks show has begun.

Drawn to the colorful display, residents from Stockbridge and the surrounding areas 
gather in various locations around town to partake in the celebration. Behind the scenes, 
seven local men are at the Shell station, running the show.

Jack Marshall has participated in the local A Day in the Village and Fourth of July 
fireworks shows for more than 40 years. For the past five years, with the exception of the 
canceled 2020 fireworks season, Brandon Eggers, Marshall, Josh McAlister, John Salyer 
II, Jason Patrick and David Tracey have been launching the fireworks for Stockbridge and 
Gregory. Two newcomers, Brad Hoffman and Tanner Barnes joined the team, having just 
completed their required training classes.

According to Marshall, previous launchers for the fireworks shows have included, but 
are not limited to, Darwin Snyder, Richard Mullins, Warren Richmond, Matt Heines, Aaron 
Gerisch, Megan Gerisch, Nicole Patrick and Sarah Caskey.

Everyone who launches the fireworks is required to attend a training class, provided 
through Night Magic, prior to the event. Night Magic, who is also in charge of the Lansing 
Lugnuts fireworks displays, as well as many other large shows, supplies the fireworks for 
both the A Day in the Village and the Fourth of July shows.

During a meeting prior to the start of the show, Marshall stressed the importance of 
safety to the group.

 “My favorite part of the show is when it’s all over, and everyone is safe,” Marshall said.
He explained that the group has not had any major safety issues, but the Stockbridge 

Area Emergency Services Authority Fire Department and Ambulance are always on standby 
in case something were to happen.

 Marshall reminded the group that anyone who changes his or her mind before or during 

the show is able to walk away at any point. 
“If you don’t like it, leave,” Marshall said. “Tell your partner, and then get out. There is 

no judgment for anyone who finds out this isn’t for them.”
Launcher Brandon Eggers reiterated Marshall’s statement, stressing the importance of 

watching out for everyone in the group to make sure nothing goes awry. Eggers said the 
camaraderie with the group is one of the reasons he continues to participate in the show 
each year. 

John Salyer II, who is in charge of the grand finale for the shows, said the stress of 
making sure all of the wiring is correct and there are no mishaps is worth it when he sees the 
joy on a child’s face while watching the show.

“I participate as a way to give back to the community that I love and call home,” Salyer 
said. With a laugh, he added, “There’s also that little bonus of blowing things up that’s 
really cool, too.”

Josh McAlister agreed that he launches every year because of the children. “We do this 
to help out the community,” McAlister said. “It’s for the kids and a way for us to put a smile 
on their faces.”

Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce President Cheri Van Blaircum said that the 
Chamber pays for the fireworks show in part from a large donation from the Stockbridge 
Downtown Development Authority, as well as through local fundraising efforts.

 “For next year’s ADIV, we are going to start having meetings in August,” Van Blaircum 
said. “Anyone who would like to participate with time, talent or treasure should reach out to 
the Chamber. We want as much involvement from the community as possible.”

Van Blaircum said this year’s event started off on an uphill climb, since no one on the 
Chamber board or event committee had ever participated in planning the celebration before, 
but with the help of community members and the village offices, the event came together.

Anyone who wishes to support the Chamber for next year’s events should reach out 
to the SACC, at stockbridgeareachamber.org or facebook.com/stockbridgeareachamber. 
Checks of support can be sent to SACC, P.O. Box 310, Stockbridge, MI 49285.

The firework launch team. Pictured from left, Brad Hoffman, Jack Marshall, Josh McAlister, 
Brandon Eggers, David Tracy, John Salyer II and Tanner Barnes.

"We do this for
THE KIDS

TO PUT A SMILE ON THEIR FACES!"
Come join us at the Fourth of July show in Gregory at dusk



July 2021Stockbridge Community News24

Stockbridge Area Arts Council honors local artists with awards
by Paul Crandall
Longtime area resident, artist and educator Colleen Redfield was this year’s recipient of the Mike 

Jones Award for Contributions to the Arts, awarded in the Stockbridge Town Hall during the 2021 A 
Day in the Village festival.

The award, presented by the Stockbridge Area Arts Council, is in memory of Mike Jones, a local 
sculptor who passed away in 2019. Jones is remembered in the community through his work installed 
outside the Stockbridge Branch Library and the Unadilla Township Firehouse. This year marks the 
second time the award has been presented.

“The Stockbridge Area Arts Council recognizes and appreciates the contributions of Colleen 
Redfield for bringing the arts to our community for the enrichment of all,” reads the certificate 
presented to Redfield. “Thank you for sharing your talents and highlighting the talents of others.” 

About 50 people gathered at the Town Hall to attend the awards presentation, which also included: 
first place awarded to Dorothy Craft for “Kevin;” second place awarded to Dennis Turner for 
“Cirque;” third place awarded to Nick Kroes for “Logs in Space;” and honorable mentioned went to 
Carolyn Pascoe for “Blue Kayak;” Christine Landis for “Koi;” and Annette and Rick Dahl for “Jewel 
Bugs.” Beverly Glynn was the show’s featured artist. Among the works on display at the art show 
were three paintings and one pencil sketch by Redfield.

“Colleen has been sharing her artistic talents with our community since she moved here more than 
two decades ago,” said Arts Council Interim Chair Jo Mayer in a news release. “She worked with 
preschool and after-school students, encouraging creativity in whatever they did and instilling in them 
a love of artistic expression.  

Colleen Redfield was the 2021 Mike Jones Award recipient at the 
2021 Stockbridge Area Arts Council Art Show. From left, Ethan 
Jones, Colleen Redfield and Chris Jones. Photo provided by Jo 
Mayer

Beverly Glynn was the featured artist at the SAAC 
2021 Art Show. Photo provided by Andrea Stickney

Dorothy Craft was awarded 
first place for "Kevin." 
Photo credit Aaron Craft

Boomer's Ball Pit was a hit with the kids. The town square was filled with musical talent.
The Uihleins presented a gift certificate to their 
contest winner. Runners stretch before the start of the Be Fit 5K.

"Colleen enthusiastically participated in all of the Exploration Days held at the old Stockbridge Middle School and in Art Days held at Smith Elementary and the 
middle school,” Mayer continued. 

One of the student murals she guided via Art Day still adorns a wall in the old middle school.  
Redfield sponsored an art show in the Town Hall in collaboration with Mike Jones in 2018, bringing people together to enjoy art and jazz in one place in Stockbridge. 

She has also worked with The Town Hall Players and the Stockbridge Area Arts Council, and has led art classes through Community Education.  
“Colleen has truly contributed to the arts here in our community,” said Mayer.
The award was presented by Ethan and Chris Jones, with Andrea Stickney presiding.
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Vendors were on hand to satisfy craft hunters and hunger cravings! Photos by Mary Jo David


