
Pioneer Day brings area's 
19th-century history to life

Stockbridge High School InvenTeam
to compete in NASA's Rover Challenge 

InvenTeam members with the project. Team members working on the 
project are: Alayna Adkins, Hythem Beydoun, Bryton Breese, Kaden 
Carpenter, Ben Chapman, DJ Chapman, Jack Hammerberg, Logan 
Hollenbeck, Eliana Johnson, Brianna Polenz, Brock Rochow and Brooklyn 
Rochow. Photo provided by the InvenTeam

Information provided by 
Stockbridge InvenTeam with 
additions by Judy Brune

Over the first few weeks of 
school, the Stockbridge InvenTeam 
members worked on a project 
unlike anything they had ever done 
before. 

On Thursday, Oct. 7, the 
InvenTeam received the news they 
had all been waiting for — they 
were chosen as one of 91 teams 
to participate in NASA’s Human 
Exploration Rover Challenge 
(HERC) in April 2022. 

HERC is a competition hosted 
at the U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center and NASA’s Marshall 
Space Flight Center's Office for 
STEM Engagement in Huntsville, 
Alabama. Teams from around the 
world will be competing to design, 

develop, build and test human-powered rovers to complete missions and navigate challenging terrain.
The InvenTeam, mentored by high school STEM teacher Bob Richards, is one of the 34 high school 

teams selected from around the globe and the only high school team from Michigan. The remaining teams 
are collegiate, some of which are the top technological universities in the country, such as the University of 
Michigan, Auburn, Texas Tech and Purdue. 

See InvenTeam on page 17.

Askin' for Trouble performs on the farmhouse porch. Photo by Jenny Smith
by Jenny Smith
The grounds of the Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museums 

swarmed with activity on the sunny morning of Oct. 10, as many turned 
out to learn more about the area's pioneer days during a living history 
experience.

Pioneer Day, an annual celebration of late 19th-century farm life, has 
been a tradition for many local families since the 1960s, but each year it 
attracts more first-time visitors from across the state and beyond. 

As the piper’s tune rang across the grounds, families streamed 
into the farmyard to see history unfolding before their eyes. Many 
interpreters and reenactors told of the exploits of Michiganders 
throughout history. Presentations ranged from Brian Dewey and Jim 
Hunt’s tales of explorer LaSalle and his companions who camped on the 
museum grounds, to Susan Dewey’s demonstration of Native American 
cooking. 

See Pioneer Day on page 14.
Stockbridge fans turn out to honor 
state finalist 1970-71 basketball team

Front row, L to R: Gary Allen, Gary Toppimg, Rod Owen, Tom 
Campbell, Fred Kester. Back row, L to R: Tom Kennedy, Todd 
Myers, Coach Phill Hora, Gary Ludtke, Jesse Campbell, John 
Flannery, Dave Chrisinski, John Terrell. Not pictured: Craig Collins, 
Jim McKune (team manager) and Jan Shackelford (deceased). 
Photo provided by Clyde Whitaker

by Clyde Whitaker
Families and fans filled Boyd 

Stadium beyond capacity Friday, 
Oct. 1, to recognize the Stockbridge 
High School Boys Basketball Team 
on the 50th anniversary year of its 
appearance in the State Finals.

People not only filled the 
stadium seating area, but lined 
the fences, standing three to four 
deep for the halftime ceremony at 
the Stockbridge versus Lakewood 
football game. 

Cheerleaders, coaches and 
players from the talented 1971 
team were introduced during 
the ceremony. After walking out 
onto the field, each received an 
anniversary plaque to the applause 
of the crowd.

See Basketball Reunion 
on page 12. 

Armstrong's Pumpkin and Petting 
Farm grows into a family tradition 

Armstrong's Pumpkin and Petting Farm is 
located at 19070 Williamsville Road in
Gregory. Photo credit Joan Tucker

by Joan Tucker
Another Halloween is 

over, and it's been another 
successful season for 
Armstrong's Pumpkin and 
Petting Farm.

Dave and Shannon 
Armstrong began growing 
pumpkins in 2004 on their 
newly acquired farm at 
19070 Williamsville Road 
in Gregory. They started 

by planting a quarter-acre of pumpkins. Initially, the pumpkin signs 
would go up and customers could drive down to the farm, pull in the 
drive, and pick pumpkins from the wagons sitting in the front yard.

Now, the farm has five acres featuring 65 varieties of pumpkins, 
squash and gourds. Customers drive back to the red and white barn and 
see pumpkins displayed on wagons, fence rows, and more. 

See Armstrong's Farm on page 14.
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Rural Perspectives: The wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo)
by Diane Constable
These large birds, up to 25 pounds with a 4-foot wingspan, are now a common sight in the 

township —but they weren't always so visible. The wild turkey had disappeared from Michigan 
in the early 1900s because of habitat loss and overhunting. 

In the 1950s, the Department of Natural Resources acquired several dozen turkey chicks and 
began to slowly build up the numbers. This has been called the most successful reintroduction 
of a species in Michigan. By the 1980s, the birds had been gradually reintroduced throughout 
the state. The Michigan flocks now contain more than 200,000 birds.

Historically, turkey fossils have been found that are up to 5 million years old. The bird was 
domesticated by Central American natives nearly 2,000 years ago. Early Spanish explorers 

Diane Gray 

Constable

The wild turkey is a common 
sight in the township, and 
more than 200,000 can be 
found in Michigan. Photo 
credit Diane Constable

of the region took the birds back to Europe in the 1500s, where they 
became a favorite food source.

The female, called a jenny or hen, nests on the ground by scratching 
an inch-deep depression and gathers nearby leaves and other plant 
materials to make her nest. The chicks, called poults, are born ready to 
feed themselves and leave the nest within a day of hatching. The group's 
10-15 poults stay with the hen for their first summer, often combining 
with another hen and brood.

The birds eat various grass seeds, grains, nuts, acorns and berries. At 
night, they will often roost in trees to avoid predators. Although they are 
ground birds, they are strong flyers for short distances and can reach up 
to 55 miles per hour. 

Wild turkeys are covered with about 5,000 feathers, which can range 
from deep brown to various shades of gray and sometimes white. The 
males, called toms, have leg spurs for defense, which continue to grow 
throughout their 3- to 4-year life.

Fun Fact: When startled, male turkeys are more likely to run, while 
females are prone to take flight.

Coming Soon: Stockbridge Area Senior Center
Information submitted by 

Jodelle Sparks
Stockbridge will soon be 

introducing a community senior 
center for the area. The goal is to 
have the Stockbridge Area Senior 
Center—located at 219 Elm St. in 
Stockbridge—up and running in 
January 2022. Currently the center 
is a work-in-progress as planners 

step through the process to obtain the grant money needed to make the center a reality. 
Look for the senior center to include many programs for those 50 years of age and older. Meals will be 

served at least three days a week through the Tri-County Office on Aging in Lansing. Currently the plan is for 
the center to be open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Evening event hours will be 
accommodated as needed.

To volunteer for the center or help with building preparations, please call the Stockbridge Area Senior 
Center at 734-926-5617 or email stsc49285@gmail.com.

Donations are also appreciated. The Chelsea Senior Center is temporarily acting as fiduciary and mentor 
for this Stockbridge effort. Therefore, make donations payable to the Chelsea Senior Center with a note in the 
check memo indicating “Funds to go to the Stockbridge Area Senior Center.” 

Mail checks to the Chelsea Senior Center, 512 Washington St., Chelsea, MI 48118. Donations will be tax-
deductible with a receipt or letter of receipt returned for your records.

Friends of the Stockbridge Library accepting 
donated items for Silent Auction

Plan now for 
donating to the 
Friends of the 
Stockbridge Library 
Silent Auction 
fundraiser taking 
place Nov. 15-30 at 
Stockbridge Library. 
We are asking for 
original artwork, 
homemade craft items, 
themed gift baskets, 

gift cards, event tickets or services from local businesses. We will accept donations Friday, Nov. 12, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, Nov. 13, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m.

 Call the Stockbridge Library if you have questions, 517-851-7810 or email Sherri McConnell, 
mcconnells@cadl.org.
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by Rhonda Todd, M.D.
Fall is here and so is cold and flu season. Once again, 

we are facing the cold and flu season amid a pandemic. 
While we are in a much different situation this year with 
the availability of highly safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccines, the reality is we are all still at risk for illness. 

Take steps to protect against 
COVID-19 and the flu

Rhonda Todd, 

M.D.

Both the flu and COVID-19 are contagious respiratory illnesses that can spread 
between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet). 
Both illnesses are spread by large and small particles containing the virus that are 
expelled when people with the illness cough, sneeze or talk. While both viruses 
spread in similar ways, COVID-19 is generally more contagious and has spread 
more quickly and easily. 

Both COVID-19 and the flu can share these symptoms: fever, cough, shortness 
of breath, tiredness, sore throat, runny nose, body aches and stomach issues. 
Compared to the flu, COVID-19 can cause more serious illness in some people. If 
you feel sick with any of these symptoms, or if you’ve been in close contact with a 
person known to have COVID-19, please speak with your primary care physician 
to get a plan to keep yourself and others safe. 

See Flu Prevention on page 12.

Tales from our 50 Year Residents

Perhaps you were born in the area or maybe you moved 
here many years ago. Whether you’re 50 or 100, no doubt 
you’ve experienced some notable local experiences. Maybe 
it’s one memorable event … a story you tell your friends about 
growing up in the area … or just special standout memories. 
Now is your opportunity to put pen to paper (or fingertips to 
keyboard) and share with us. 

Guidelines: Nothing rude, crude or lewd, please. SCN reserves the right to edit and revise or to 
decline to publish. Aim for 300 to 400 words in length. Accompanying photos with dates and captions 
make great additions. We’ll publish stories as long as readers keep sending them. 

Email Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com. Subject line: Tales. Or mail your story to SCN, 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137. We hope you enjoy reading these trips down Memory Lane. May they 
awaken your inner child and trigger fond memories of your own.

by Gary Ludtke
As a lifetime resident of Gregory and 

Stockbridge, it is amazing to see how 
small-town America continues to change 
and evolve—sometimes for the good 
and, of course, some may say for the not 
so good.

Oh how we yearn for the good ole 
days. When you get together with old 

friends who have the same history, someone invariably will say that we aren’t able 
to start any conversation without “Do you remember when …?” 

Well, for an article like this, you just have to start out that way. 
I’m thinking about a time in our not-so-distant past when Stockbridge was home 

to three doctors’ offices, several antique stores, two car dealerships, and at least two 
grocery stores. We had a full furniture store, a dress shop, a clock repair shop, and a 
department store where you could buy everything from fabric to toys. 

Jerry’s gas station was a full-service station where Jerry Runciman or Wynn 
Boyce would pump your gas and wash your windshield for no extra charge. A 
telephone company also made its home here, as did a corporate headquarters for a 
major five-and-dime store, and so on.

Today things have changed. 
Fast food has come to our small town, and pizza is king. We no longer have a 

doctor’s office, but we do have two dentists. Stockbridge is home to a major pipeline 
company. Our schools are still held in high regard, with award-winning journalism 
and robotics programs. What was once a phone company building now holds a large 
church congregation, and the last full-size grocery store building in town is owned 
by an entrepreneur in the automotive industry. Changes like these are probably not 
all that unique. Other towns like ours have gone through similar major changes.

But let’s not forget, our town square continues to be one of the most photographic 
small-town squares in the state. And several organizations I have been involved with 
in Stockbridge continue to foster the kind of small-town atmosphere that makes 
other small towns envious.

My father was in the insurance business for the greater part of his work life. Like 
my father, I too went into insurance and investment sales. My father taught me by 
his example to give back to the community. 

See Gary Ludtke on page 10.

Gary Ludtke: Following my father’s lead on 
giving back to the community we call home

Stockbridge Community News would like to extend a 
warm welcome to Shuyler Clark—the newest writer to join 
our team. Shuyler is an avid reader and loves to write, 
which makes her a perfect match for “Reading Between the 

Murder mysteries and Native 
American culture intertwine in 
these two recent YA debuts

Shuyler Clark

Lines,” our new book review column. Welcome Shuyler—we’re glad you found us! 
by Shuyler Clark
In an industry long dominated by Euro-centric narratives, new perspectives 

often make for refreshing reads. These two recent young-adult debuts provide just 
that: gripping, character-driven stories that don’t shy away from harsh realities.

Elatsoe by Darcie Little Badger In this 2020 novel, myth coexists with reality 
on an alternate Earth (think government agencies for vampires and faerie-ring 
transportation). Elatsoe, or Ellie for short, has the ability to raise ghosts from the 
underworld, a gift she mostly utilizes to play with her deceased dog, Kirby. In a 
psychic dream, Ellie learns of her cousin’s untimely death: what appears to be a 
car accident is actually a murder. Accompanied by Kirby and her friend Jay, Ellie 
sets out to the town of Willowbee in search of evidence to convict the killer.

Though categorized as young adult, “Elatsoe” is a heartwarming novel 
suitable for children and adults alike. Easy-to-follow prose makes it a quick, 
accessible read without losing any of the mystery and suspense. Although it 
would benefit from better integration of magical aspects, the plot makes up for 
these shortcomings with fun, witty characters and inventive action. Depictions of 
the different settings are especially stunning, creating vivid scenes that flesh out 
otherworldly events. Also, be sure to look out for the story hidden in each chapter 
heading’s whimsical art drawn by the talented Rovina Cai.

See YA Debuts on page 14.
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Staff Spotlight: Listening to her students is a standout skill for 
Stockbridge eighth-grade teacher Hilary Lyman-Bower

Eighth-grade teacher Hilary Lyman-
Bower loves to open the eyes of 
her students to new readings and 
classroom experiences. Photo 
credit Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Like mother, like daughter. Eighth-grade teacher Hilary Lyman-Bower’s 

mom was a teacher. Although she was never in her mother’s class, Lyman-
Bower credits her mom as being her favorite teacher when she was growing 
up. 

“Her stories, the way she believed in her students, and her outlook on 
education,” these skills that she witnessed her mom using were the primary 
things that inspired Lyman-Bower daily. “They continue to inspire me, today,” 
she adds. Amy Haggerty

Growing up in the Lansing area, she attended Okemos High 
School and graduated in 2002. After high school she attended 
Kalamazoo College, where she earned her bachelor’s degree. Later 
she completed a master’s program at Marygrove College. 

In 2007, she married husband Ross Bower, and they are raising 
three children: 11-year-old Mya, 9-year-old Anora, and 6-year-old 
Beckham. 

Lyman-Bower has been teaching junior/senior high school 
students since 2002; she joined Stockbridge Community Schools in 
2006. 

She enthusiastically shared a few things she considers to be the 
best part of her job: “Interacting with the students. Finding ways 
to open their eyes to new readings and classroom experiences. 
Learning and seeing their successes after working on an assignment 
or a challenging reading. These are all very rewarding.”

Listening and being patient are two of the most important 
responsibilities she has as a teacher. And considering she sees over 

100 students each day, she says it can be easy just to go through the motions and not stop to listen to 
what a student is saying. 

“But taking a deep breath, not rushing through material, and listening to each student—these all 
help to build important relationships and allow a student to feel comfortable and valued. When a 
student is comfortable and feels valued, the learning becomes easier.” 

When she’s not working, Lyman-Bower enjoys running and spending time with her family. All 
three children are involved in athletics, so she spends a lot of time taking them to 
practice and watching them compete. 

Her favorite place in the world is at the beach with her family. She loves 
sunshine, waves, and sand. Another outdoor activity she enjoys is hiking—whether 
it is on trails, in the mountains, or at the beach. 

Lyman-Bower has a special skill for connecting with students in their 
teenage years. She also has a natural ability to make her students feel at ease and 
comfortable in her classroom. As a result of both, she has opened the eyes of many 
young students and caused them to become avid readers later in life. 

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 
33 years in the Stockbridge district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with 
her husband and daughter. She enjoys gardening, reading, and spending time with 
family and friends.

The Open Air Market appreciates our community
Open Air Market 

of Stockbridge 
thanks Stockbridge 
Township, Village 
of Stockbridge, 
Stockbridge 
Downtown 
Development 
Authority, 
Stockbridge Area 
Wellness Coalition 
and SRSLY 
Stockbridge, 

Total Local, Stockbridge Area Arts Council, Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce, Friends of 
the Stockbridge Library, Stockbridge Library CADL Branch, Stockbridge Community Outreach and 
Stockbridge Community News.

Also, the Market appreciates their vendors: John & Norma Beemer, Denise Braybrooke, Suzi 
Greenway, Kathleen & Angela Mullins, Carolyn Pascoe, Betty Rice, Genei Syrup, Great Lakes Bakery, 
Heim Gardens, Leaping Goat Bakery, MamaMary Herbs, NPC Kettle Corn. ParaPara Creamery, 
Pregitzer Farms, Shafer Family Farm and Travka Herbals.

In addition, they are thankful for all the great musicians, their helpers: Lucas, Keshava and RJ and 
all of the community who came to their Market!

The Market is grateful to all of you.
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Consider adopting 
a family or 

individual this 
Christmas through 

Stockbridge 
Community 

Outreach 
Visit the Outreach website or Facebook or call 517-851-7285.

Stockbridge Community Outreach begins preparations for busy holiday season
by Gwen Reid
Holiday planning at Outreach begins before Halloween, as we gear up for our busiest time of year. 

Because so many new families are in need of assistance during this pandemic crisis, 2021 promises 
to be busier than ever. Here are some dates and information for those who would like to apply for 
assistance and for those with the ability to donate toward this popular program.

The Adopt-a-Family/Holiday Food Basket program has been running successfully at Outreach for 
many years. Enrollment in the program will run from Nov. 1-29 this year and is done in person, by 
appointment. Please call the office at 517-851-7285 to schedule. Applicants will be asked for proof of 
residency and income, and upon verification, a wish list for each member of the family will be taken. 

A completed application enrolls a family in both Thanksgiving and Christmas Programs, although 
it is their choice. Some choose not to receive a Thanksgiving Basket if they are not preparing 

dinner at home, and others choose not to fill out a Christmas wish list and to receive food only. A normal caseload of holiday applications is about 100. That is: 100 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets, 100 Christmas Food Baskets, and 100 families’ wish lists to fill! 

This brings us to donors. We receive many questions about what is needed during the holidays. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS THAT EVERY FAMILY BE 
ADOPTED! Families range in size from one to as many as 12, and donors can choose the size of family they are comfortable with, given their budget. A good rule of 
thumb is about $100 per adopted family member, but each donor must decide that for themselves, and some wish lists are only one or two items. 

The most popular adoption request is for one with young children, but often, the most grateful family is one of adults who haven’t had a Christmas, or even new 
things, in years. They come in with tears in their eyes to thank us for the new coat or pair of shoes they received and are proudly wearing. Another request we often hear 
is that donors wish to serve “the neediest” family. Anyone contributing to this program should know that all applicants have been screened for residency and income. 
Any individual or family you adopt is a member of your community in need. 

Shopping may present a challenge this year with limited supply and for those who are trying to stay home. Online shopping or giving a cash donation are great 
alternatives. 

Food also is needed for holiday baskets. All baskets are assembled at Outreach, so each family receives an identical variety of food. If you wish to help with this, 
holiday foods that are needed are: yams, cranberry sauce, potato flakes, gravy, turkeys, hams, canned pie fruit, canned pumpkin, canned vegetables and jello. 
Please let us know if you are doing a food drive (or any other kind of drive) so we can expect a donation from you! If you plan to donate to Thanksgiving, the deadline is 
Nov. 19. For Christmas, the deadline is Dec. 17.

This community truly cares for their neighbors. Outreach thanks the many organizations and individuals who have supported the holiday program in the past. The last 
two years 100% of our families were adopted by the community. Outreach has always made sure that every family who applies receives gifts, and we are overwhelmed 
by the graciousness of this community that adopted EVERY family that applied. We know that with your help, we can meet this goal again in 2021. Please direct your 
questions and comments to Gwen Reid at 517-851-7285. 
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Ask an Expert: How can I protect 
my vehicle's paint finish? 

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Whether your car is decades old or brand new, you want your car to 

remain looking as nice as possible for as long as possible. Keeping its paint 
job looking fresh goes a long way, but there are certain materials that can 
damage car paint. While many are repairable, some are not, so it’s important 
to be aware of them and take care of any messes promptly.

Here are the top 10 items that can damage a car’s paint and what you can do to protect your 
vehicle.

1. Brake fluid. It is important to keep brake fluid at the proper levels – but even a little bit of 
non-silicone-based brake fluid can act like paint thinner and damage a paint job. If you spill brake 
fluid, wipe it up immediately by dabbing. Don’t spread it around. Then, wash the spot with soap and 
water.

2. Animal and plant materials. Bugs, bird droppings and tree sap can all be acidic and damage 
paint if they sit on a vehicle for too long, especially in the sun. Regular car washes by hand or 
at a commercial wash can help avoid lasting damage. If tree sap has hardened, it may need to be 
carefully scraped off — but be mindful not to scratch your car. And, be mindful that some types of 
commercial washes are better for your vehicle’s finish than others.

3. Gasoline. Gasoline can stain your car’s finish and be very difficult to remove if left for too 
long, so be cautious when inserting and removing gas nozzles from the gas tank to avoid drippage. 
If you take care of spills and drips right away, it shouldn’t be an issue. Keeping your car waxed can 
also help protect the car’s surface from gas stains.

4. Vandalism. Whether a silly prank by a friend or a true act of vandalism, there’s no doubt it 
can damage your car. Items like silly string or shaving cream might seem benign, but if left in the 
sun, they can damage car paint. 

See Ask an Expert on page 15.
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Carl Manoogian: One of the last Legion Post 
510 veterans who served during World War II  

Carl Manoogian holds a photo of himself 
from his time in the service. Photo credit 
Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
As the years and decades fade 

away, few WWII veterans remain. 
Carl Manoogian, of Gregory and 
the American Legion Post 510 in 
Stockbridge, is one who served his 
country during the dark days of the 
Second World War. 

Manoogian was drafted just before 
his 18th birthday in November 1944. 
After a brief stop in Chicago, the 
young men received their haircuts. 
Then the soldiers boarded a train for 
their long journey west to Fort Lewis 
in Washington state. After completing 
basic training, the men boarded a ship 
headed toward the unknown.

After a long seasick journey 
overseas, Manoogian was stationed in 

Regensburg, Germany, where he was quartered "in normal houses in rows, 
just like these.” 

“We didn’t get put in battle. Our time came near the end of Hitler’s reign," 
Manoogian said. "I was trained as a field medic.”

Manoogian said he did not see any battles or combat. Refraining from 
graphic or traumatic stories, he did share one recollection of a time he toured 
a makeshift morgue.

“All I could think about were these young boys my age and their mothers. 

What would she think of seeing her son like this?” he said, as if thinking of 
his own mother at the time.

During his time in Germany, he recalled having the opportunity to tour 
Hitler’s vacation home, The Berghof (Eagle’s Nest) located in the Bavarian 
Alps. “We went up an elevator 300 feet to the home with an overlooking 
view," Manoogian said. 

"I remember looking around and thinking – how can someone be so 
mean, have so much and take everything from everyone else and leave 
them with nothing?” Manoogian said, as his face went somber.

“You know this is where he kept one of his women — Eva!” he said, 
referencing German photographer Eva Braun, one of Hitler’s longtime 
companions who later became his wife and was concealed at his mountain 
hideaway.

Upon his discharge, Manoogian returned to Detroit for a few short years, 
joining the manufacturing workforce. During this time, he met his wife 
Dorothy.

“Meeting her is where my story truly starts. Make sure you put that in 
there!” he adoringly adds, with a gesture toward his wife. “We’ve been 
married 71 years. That’s something to be proud of.”

The Manoogians began coming to the Gregory/Unadilla area in the mid 
'50s, camping on the hill above Williamsville Lake. 

When the property began to be divided off into parcel lots for sale, they 
selected the site where their home is now. Several more years were spent 
camping before their home was completed.

The couple still live in the house and have been long-term members of 
the community.

As a member of the Greatest Generation, Manoogian answered his 
country's call while still a teenager, not knowing what the future would 
bring. We are all grateful for his service and thank him and all veterans this 
Veterans Day.
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Bridge to Wellness: In November, work to avoid the dreaded bat wings

by Gary Hicks
Last month, we addressed biceps strength in the monthly challenge. This month we take measures to tighten and strengthen another area of the 

arm—the triceps—to avoid those dreaded bat wings that hang low under the arms.
While many get concerned about their triceps because they want their arms to look sleek and lean, there is a more important reason to work 

these muscles: The triceps muscle makes it possible to extend the elbow. You might think exercising the triceps area is a difficult challenge when 
you don’t have special equipment available. For that reason, we will look at a simple exercise that can strengthen and tighten the triceps area 

Gary Hicks

without expensive equipment.
Begin by facing a wall and standing about 3 feet away from the wall. Your feet should be about shoulder-width apart to maintain balance. 
Extend your arms and place both hands on the wall at around eye level. While keeping the hands firmly on the wall, slowly lean forward by bending at the elbows 

until your elbows touch the wall. At this time, your weight should be supported by your elbows. Squeeze the abs, for core stability, and push to straighten the arms back 
to the starting position, keeping the hands firmly on the wall. 

As the exercise becomes easier, move your feet farther from the wall, increasing the body weight that you use against the wall. Still too easy? Try this exercise on the 
floor, instead of against a wall, from the pushup position and really see the strength gains.

Monthly Fitness Challenge for November
This month’s fitness challenge is to perform five sets of 10 triceps pushups on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for the month of November. Use a piece of tape to 

mark where your feet are positioned and move the tape back each week to increase the degree of difficulty and make strength gains. Then, share your experiences with 
other readers. Here’s the Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge
Upcoming SAWC or wellness-related community events
• Nov. 1 – Nov 29: Adopt-a-Family/Holiday Food Basket program enrollment. In person, by appointment. Please call Community Outreach at 517-851-7285 to schedule. 
Applicants will be asked for proof of residency and income. A completed application enrolls a family in both Thanksgiving and Christmas Programs, if desired. See story 
in the November issue of SCN.

o Last day to apply for Thanksgiving assistance is Nov. 15. 
o Deadline for donating to the Thanksgiving food basket program: Nov. 19.
o Date for packing Thanksgiving food baskets: Nov. 19.
o Thanksgiving food basket distribution: Nov. 22, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
o Last day to apply for Christmas-only assistance: Nov. 29.

• Saturday, Nov. 6, 10 a.m. – noon, and Tuesday, Nov 16, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.: Gregory Community Church Clothes Closet. Public can select free clothing from donations. 
126 Church St., Gregory.
• Monday, Nov. 8, 4 p.m. – 5 p.m.: Outreach’s Fresh Food Distribution for anyone 
who needs food—no registration required, just show up—at Jeruel Baptist Church’s 
parking lot, 4-5 p.m. Curbside pick up.
• Nov. 15 through Nov. 30: Silent Auction Fundraiser at the Stockbridge Library 
during open hours.
• Thursday, Nov. 25, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. (Thanksgiving Day): Free Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner—take out or delivery only. Heritage School.

Strengthen and tighten those triceps muscles without using expensive equipment

• Saturday, Nov. 27: Panther Cub PTO Vendor Fair at 
Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School, 416 North Clinton.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition. Remember, if you have health challenges that could 
hamper your ability to exercise, check with your doctor before 
taking on a new exercise regimen. Gary A. Hicks, a recently 
retired police sergeant with a passion for fitness, writes the 

fitness portion. He has over 35 years of experience in teaching, coaching, martial 
arts instruction, and police academy instruction.
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A glance in the rearview mirror 
November 1921—Sardine 
luncheons. Fig syrup for bowels. 
Man serves buddy’s sentence.

by Mary Jo David
The following news excerpts 

are from November 1921 editions 
of the Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. These are mostly reproduced in 
the original, without edits or corrections. Visit the Stockbridge Library 
to view electronic copies of old local news publications dating back to 
1883.

Armistice Day: Friday, November 11th, Armistice Day, is 
for reflection. Three years ago our nation was appealing to every 
American citizen for cooperation in every way possible so the 
war might be won. The way the people practiced selfdenial and 
sent supplies of money and men is a well known story. … A 
service becoming to an occasion of this kind will be held at 10 
o’clock Friday morning. The three Pastors will be present and 
take part. –11/10/1921

The Kitchen Cabinet—Luncheon Dish: A few cans of 
sardines on hand will help out in an emergency. For a quick 
luncheon dish put a can of sardines into a frying pan and heat 
until hot, then place on buttered toast. Serve with raw chopped 
onion for a sauce. –11/10/1921

Sunday Electric Service: Beginning Sunday, November 27th, 
the Stockbridge Light & Power Co. will render Sunday service. 
Owing to the increasing demand for this service we have decided 
to comply with the wishes of our patrons, and while this service 
will not cover the expense of running the engines, we feel that 
it will more than repay us in satisfaction we derive from giving 
“SERVICE.” (L.J. Kranzfelder) –11/24/1921

MOTHER! Clean Child’s Bowels with California Fig 
Syrup: Even a sick child loves the “fruity” taste of “California 
Fig Syrup.” If the little tongue is coated, or if your child 
is listless, cross, feverish, full of cold, or has colic, give a 
teaspoonful to cleanse the liver and bowels. In a few hours you 
can see for yourself how thoroughly it works all the constipation 
poison, sour bile and waste out of the bowels, and you will have a 
well, playful child again. –(Ad) all Nov 1921 issues.
LOCAL/PERSONAL—Nov. 3, 1921 edition: 
• THIRD ANNUAL Armistice Day Celebration of J.T. Glenn 
Post at Stockbridge, Friday, Nov. 11th: 
 - 1:00 O’clock, Program at Opera House: F.B. McKay, Head 

of Oratorical Department, Ypsilanti, Main Speaker. 
Appropriate Music for the Day. 
- 2:30 FOOTBALL GAME—Stockbridge H.S. vs. Leslie H.S. 
- 7:30—MOVING PICTURES—“The Woman in His 
 House” an 8-Reel First National Special. 
- 9:30—DANCE—Music by Peters’ Best 6-piece Orchestra. 

• Howell business men are refusing point blank to accept the 
newly voted “Slow Time” [central standard time] for that city, as 
voted by the council. The court ran by central standard last week, 
but most of the business places used eastern standard time. 

• Plainfield: Florence Topping was home with grippe for a few 
days, but was able to take up teaching again Monday.

• Unadilla: Aunt Nancy May had two fingers very badly hurt 
while opening a window. 
LOCAL/PERSONAL—Nov. 10, 1921 edition: 

• Claude Mills and John Budd killed a 20 pound coon one 
night the fore part of this week.

See Rearview Mirror on page 16.

As a volunteer, I was one of the founding members of the Stockbridge Area Community 
Organization (SACO), which is now the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority 
(SDDA). During my tenure, this group was instrumental in converting land that was once 
the high school football and baseball fields into Stockbridge Community Park. Many in 
our community have enjoyed the park for family reunions, graduation parties, and other 
community events. Originally called Memorial Field, with land donated by the Stockbridge 
American Legion, it has become a beautiful addition to our small town. Knowing I had a 
hand in creating this facility brings me a sense of pride. 

Years later, I was asked to assist in raising money to start the Arts Council. The Arts 
Council continues to bring meaningful events to our beloved Township Hall. 

As a longtime member of the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation, we were 
successful in honoring Stockbridge students and teachers with scholarship opportunities, all 
stemming from a little fundraiser we call the Festival of Tables.

Like my father, I have been a long-standing member of the Stockbridge Lions Club. This 
outstanding organization continues to support various needs in our community.

At one time in my life I was president of three of these groups at the same time, and I 
continue to be amazed at the quality and vitality that all of these organizations bring to our 
community. Involvement in these groups has truly enriched my life by helping to enrich the 
lives of the members of this small, but wonderful town of Stockbridge

Fifty years in a community when you are just beginning a career seems like a far-off 
possibility, but then again, we did just celebrate the success of a certain basketball team!

Gary Ludtke page 3
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UTPD Activity Sept. 1-30, 2021
Wednesday 9/1 - Assist EMS-Dexter Trl./Van 
Syckle Rd.
Friday 9/3 - Assist UTFD/Tree Down-W. M-36/
Livermore Rd., Assist EMS-Williamsville Rd./
Holmes Rd., Assist EMS-Parkdale Dr./Crossdale Dr.
Saturday 9/4 - Suspicious Situation-Stonehouse 
Dr./Townview LN.
Sunday 9/5 - Littering, Dumping-Livermore Rd./W. 
Trebesh Cir.
Monday 9/6 - Domestic Disturbance-Dexter 
Trl./M-36, Medical Assistance-E. Trebesh Cir./
Livermore Rd., Suicidal Subject-Location 
Undisclosed
Tuesday 9/7 - Public Service-M-36/Dexter Trl., 
Welfare Check-Hadley Rd./Joslin Lake Rd., 
Personal Injury Accident-M-106/Treelane Dr., Civil 
Complaint-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr.
Wednesday 9/8 - Property Damage Accident-
Unadilla Rd./Williamsville Rd., Fraud-Wasson Rd./
Gregory Rd., Domestic Disturbance-Dutcher Rd./W. 
Schafer Rd., Abandoned Vehicle-Livermore Rd./W. 
M-36, Assist UTFD/Wires Down-Graves Rd./Doyle 
Rd.
Friday 9/10 - Assist EMS-Wasson Rd./Daymon Rd. 
- Traffic Violation/Arrest-Webb St./Church St.
Saturday 9/11 - Welfare Check-Wasson Rd./
Gregory Rd.
Monday 9/13 - Assist EMS-Holmes Rd./Doyle Rd.
Tuesday 9/14 - Assist EMS-Ibbetson Dr./M-106, 
Assist UTFD/Tree Down-M-36/Spears Rd.
Wednesday 9/15 - Domestic Disturbance-
Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr.
Thursday 9/16 - Welfare Check-Wasson Rd./
Gregory rd., Assault-Location Undisclosed, 
Welfare Check-Wasson Rd./Bull Run Rd., Welfare 
Check-M-36/Dexter Trl.
Friday 9/17 - Assist EMS-Thornton Dr./
Spearswood Dr.
Saturday 9/18 - Public Service-M-36/Dexter Trl.

Sunday 9/19 - Personal Injury Accident-Wasson Rd./
Gregory Rd., Boating Complaint-Kaiser Rd./Hadley 
Rd., Assist EMS-Church St./Webb St.
Monday 9/20 - Suspicious Situation-Kaiser Rd./
Hadley Rd.
Tuesday 9/21 - Animal Complaint-Barton Rd./Spears 
Rd.
Wednesday 9/22 - Assist UTFD/Tree Down-Van 
Syckle Rd./Van Syckle Ct., Road Hazard-Dexter 
Trl./Dutton Rd., Prisoner Transport-WebbSt., Assist 
UTFD/Tree Down-Holmes Rd./Williamsville Rd.
Thursday 9/23 - Assist UTFD/Tree Down-Spears 
Rd./Spearswood Dr., Assist UTFD/Tree Down-
Dutton Rd./Deep Valley Rd., Trespassing, Loitering-
Spears Rd./Rose Hill Rd.
Friday 9/24 - Assist Jackson County Sheriff-Park Dr./
Woodside Dr., Citizen Assist-Bridgets Way/Howlett 
Rd., Civil Complaint-W. M-36/Dream Catcher
Saturday 9/25 - Citizen Assist-W. M-36/Dream 
Catcher
Sunday 9/26 - Warrant Arrest-Location Undisclosed
Monday 9/27 - Retail Fraud-Unadilla Rd./
Williamsville Rd.
Tuesday 9/28 - Assist EMS-W. M-36/Livermore Rd., 
Animal Complaint-Barton Rd./Spears Rd.
Wednesday 9/29 - Citizen Assist-Celestial Cir./
Meadowpark Dr., Larceny-Arnold Rd./W. Lakelands 
Trl., Property Damage Accident-Doyle Rd./Holmes 
Rd., Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./Main St., Assist 
EMS-M-106/Dutton Rd., Property Damage Accident-
Wasson Rd./Weller Rd.
Thursday 9/30 - Welfare Check-M-106/Dutton Rd., 
Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./Main St., Animal Complaint-
Van Syckle Rd./Dexter Trl., Welfare Check-
Oklahoma Dr./Roepke Rd., Suspicious Situation-Cass 
St./Dewey St. 

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes 28 September 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:02 p.m.
Present: Lance, Morency, Walz, McAlister, Kitley, and 
10 residents.
residents. Also attending: Our Jackson County Sheriff 
Deputy Jim Moore. 
Public Comment: Jim Moss stated he would like to be 
given option of quoting on bins for the collection of 
household items next year. 
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
McAlister to accept the consent agenda as presented. 
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. Kitley motioned 
with support from Walz to pay the bills as listed on 
the Post Audit report in the amount of $ 1,098.25. 
Roll call vote: Yes/ Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz, 
Kitley. No/none. Motion carried. There was a police 
report for August given by Deputy Moore. Deputies 
assigned to Waterloo Township responded to 47 
complaints, 26 traffic stops, 3 misdemeanor arrests. 
The Sheriff’s office responded to a total of 34 calls for 
service. Michigan State Police responded to 22 calls 
for service, for a total of 95 calls responded to by law 
enforcement personnel. 
Correspondence: Supervisor Lance read a letter from 
Nancy Worthing, a Township resident. She adamantly 
opposes the Marijuana Growth request (referring to 
it as a “pot factory”) and also opposing ever having a 
millage vote for roads because of the amount already 
paid into that fund through taxation.
Old Business: Jim O’Brien from DNR spoke 
again regarding 2 properties (Wahl gravel pit and 
Steinhauer) the DNR has the option to purchase. He 
was asking for a letter of support from the Board. 
Lance said a letter would be forthcoming. Kitley 
motioned with support from McAlister to appoint 
Rohn Tripp as building inspector to replace Charlie 
Barnum. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. He will 
still serve as Zoning Administer along with being 
the building inspector. Kitley motioned with support 
from Morency to approve $615 for an additional bin 
from Granger. Roll call vote: Yes/Morency, McAlister, 
Walz, Kitley, Lance. N/none. Motion carried. 
New Business: Walz stated that the Parks and 

Recreation committee members met and elected as 
Chairperson Steve Owsinski and as Secretary Jeff 
Melvin. They are still working on the rain garden and 
Halloween Parade on October 30, 2021. They need to 
have some work done on the Christmas Decorations 
that the Lion’s Club had. Help is needed from anyone 
interested. Morency stated that there was a public 
hearing on the Glenn Seed zoning change request. 
Rezoning change was tabled until October meeting. 
Richardson had given the Planning Commission an 
update on the short-term rentals using information from 
other townships. Planning Commission is finished with 
that ordinance pending information from our law firm. 
There was discussion on waste disposal practices and 
our ordinance relating to that. Kitley motioned with 
support from Walz to approve the Budget Amendment 
including $106,777.41 from Unappropriated Fund 
Balance to Township Hall Mortgage Payments to cover 
payoff of back hall mortgage and $3,000 from Capital 
Improvements to Miscellaneous Expenses to cover 
the Scrap Collection Day costs at the Township on 
September 11, 2021 for a total of $109,777.41. Roll call 
vote: Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency. No/
none. Motion carried. Kitley motioned with support 
from McAlister to pre-buy 600 gallons of fuel from 
Avery Propane for $995.40. Roll call vote: Yes/Walz, 
Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister. No/none. Motion 
carried. Discussion was done on the demolition cost 
of the Musbach property. Walz motioned with support 
from Lance to put $9,990 which was the cost of the 
demolition on the Winter 2021 tax bill. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.
Other Business That Comes Before the Board: None
Public Comment: None.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at7:49 p.m.
The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
Tuesday, October19, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The next regular 
board meeting will be on October 26, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page 
at: waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES Oct. 18, 2021

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting to order on October 18, 2021 
at 7:31pm at the Stockbridge Township 
Hall. Members present at the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board Meeting; 
Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, 
Treasurer James Wireman, Trustee Ed 
Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer Member 
absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township meeting agenda as printed 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township meeting minutes from September 
20, 2021 as printed Sommer second All in 
Favor Motion carried
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township financial report as printed from 
April 1, 2021 thru October 18, 2021 
Wireman second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Stockbridge Township Quarterly Building 
Department Report is as followed Building 
Permits 18 New Permits ( 1 roof mount solar 
panels, 3 new pole barn, 8 new roofs, 1 new 
window, 1 garage, 1 new house), Electrical 
Permits 14 new permits, Mechanical Permits 

7 new permits, 4 new Plumbing Permits, 2 
new Driveway Permits, 1 Address Permits,1 
new Demolition permits
Wireman motion to receive the Stockbridge 
Township audit financial report as presented 
Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business
Halloween discussion
American Rescue Plan Act discussion
Stockbridge Senior Center discussion on 
painting and updating the outside doors and 
installation of an awning
New Business
Deb Chandler presented Convention of State 
to the Stockbridge Township Board
3 Topics Fiscal irresponsibility, Government 
overreach and Term Limits
Discussion of Stockbridge Township Board 
Christmas party, Tree Decorations
Discussion on extending the Stockbridge 
Township Movie nights on the Square thru 
winter to be moved inside. More information 
at a later date. Sommer motion to pay the 
Stockbridge Township Board monthly bills in 
the amount of $ 47,199.08 Wetherell Second 
All in Favor Motion carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 
Township Board regular meeting on October 
18, 2021 at 8:34pm Sommer Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Becky Muraf
Stockbridge Township Clerk

Nov. 1-29 – Stockbridge Community Outreach dates to apply for holiday assistance
Nov. 2 - Stockbridge Community Outreach Cooking with a Pro, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 
Back Street Meeting and Hall
Nov. 5 - Live Outdoor Lunch Music in the Garden, noon to 1 p.m. at Cravingz
Nov. 6 - Gregory Community Church Free Clothes Closet, 10 a.m. to noon at 
Gregory Community Church
Nov. 9 - First Day of Voting for "Giving For the Greater Good" sponsored by Eaton 
Community Bank
Nov. 9 - Stockbridge Community Outreach Cooking with a Pro, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 
Back Street Meeting and Hall
Nov. 15 - Stockbridge Community Outreach last day to apply for Thanksgiving 
assistance
Nov. 15 - Stockbridge Township Meeting, 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall
Nov. 16 - Gregory Community Church Free Clothes Closet, 5 to 7 p.m. at Gregory 
Community Church
Nov. 16 - Stockbridge Community Outreach Cooking with a Pro, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 
Back Street Meeting and Hall
Nov. 18 - Stockbridge Township Planning Commission Meeting, 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall
Nov. 22 - Thanksgiving Food Distribution, 1 to 3 p.m. at Stockbridge Community 
Outreach
Nov. 23 - Stockbridge Community Outreach Cooking with a Pro, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 
Back Street Meeting and Hall
Nov. 24 - Last Day of Voting for "Giving For the Greater Good" sponsored by 
Eaton Community Bank
For more community events visit: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
To add your community events to our free community calendar, email 
submissions to stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com

Community Calendar
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Following the halftime ceremony, a reception was held in a packed Stockbridge High School Cafeteria. 
The 1971 State Finals Game played on the TV, and large photos of the players lined the walls. 

All of the 1971 team's players, coaches and cheerleaders received copies of the original game program and 
a game souvenir program, along with photos of all the players and cheerleaders in a program.

All of the players attended the ceremony, with the exception of Jan Shackelford, who is deceased. His sons, 
Ryan and Darren, represented their father. Assistant coach Larry White also is deceased. He was represented 
by his son, Brian White. 

Head coach Phil Hora also attended the event. Hora was named the Detroit News Coach of the Year in 
1971 and is being considered for two Hall of Fame inductions: the Michigan Coaches Association and the 
Basketball Coaches Association of Michigan. These honors will be announced at a later date.

Cheerleaders for the 1971 team included Debbie Boyd, Jodi Ward, Shirley Steffey, Carol Humrich and 
Peggy Zeitz. Debbie Boyd Shellenbarger was the only one who could attend. Jodi Ward was represented by 
her niece, Mariah Ward Krummrey. Shirley Steffey was represented by her sister, Mary Krummrey. Carol 
Humrich was represented by her sister, Linda Vogel. 

The ceremony was filmed by basketball coach Jacob Robidou and is available for viewing on YouTube. 
After two weeks, the video already had close to 600 views!

It was incredible to see the strong support for the team and it will be a night long remembered by those in 
attendance. Seeing all the smiles on everyone's faces was priceless, and something they will never forget.

This 50-year anniversary celebration was something I started working on a couple of months ago. I 
expressed to my friend, Bill Ballagh, what I wanted to do and he was instrumental in helping me set up this 
ceremony.

Thanks to all who helped with the ceremony
Thanks also to the many who helped make the event a huge success. Jacob Robidou filmed the ceremony. 

Bob Myers helped to transport the table and plaques out on the field. Annette Ballagh ordered and picked up 
the cake and cookies and set up the cafeteria. 

Joey Ballagh, a great kid, helped clean up. Jeremy Killinger allowed extra time at halftime for the 
ceremony. Christoff and Sons, Jackson, allowed the use of their red carpet. Gordie Kunzelman, a wonderful 
announcer, made the introductions. Athletic Director Meghan Kunzelman set up the picture feed, removed the 
State Finals trophy from the trophy case, and set up the stage for the trophy. 

Thanks also to Brian Friddle, superintendent, and Jeff Trapp, high school principal, for the schools' support 
for the event.

Thank you to sponsors Scott Karns of McDonalds of Stockbridge; Bubber Patrick, Patrick Plumbing and 
Bill Frazzini, Frazzini Photography. 

Bill Ballagh, owner of State Farm Insurance of Chelsea, had great insight about what I wanted to do. He 
also picked up the plaques, printed copies of the programs, etc., etc. Thank you, Bill!

And thank you, Stockbridge. You have always supported Panthers sports. All of us who played in front of 
you appreciated all of the vocal support you always showed us at the games. Will it be 50 more years before a 
basketball team reaches the State Finals again? My hope is that we don't have to wait that long. Go Panthers!! 

Basketball Reunion page 1

There are ways to protect yourself and others and minimize your risk of illness. The most 
effective way to protect against serious illness is vaccination – both for COVID-19 and the flu.

I recommend everyone age 6 months and older receive a yearly flu vaccination – it is the single 
most important step in protecting against flu viruses. Last year, flu season was minimized due to the 
many COVID-19 precautions in effect. With more limited masking and social distancing this year, 
vaccination is essential. 

I am happy to have a conversation with you about the COVID-19 vaccine, whether you are 
looking to receive your first dose of vaccine or would like a booster dose.

Visit cdc.gov for the latest vaccine eligibility information, and talk to your primary care 
physician if you have questions or concerns. 

You can also prevent the spread of germs by:
• Maintaining at least 6 feet of distance between you and others outside your home.
• If you are sick, stay home and isolate from others.
• Wash your hands often with soap and water.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.
• Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects.
• Wear a face mask.
Rhonda Todd, M.D., is an internal medicine physician at IHA Dexter Primary Care. Dr. Todd 

has clinical interests in diabetes management, heart disease, hypertension, hyperlipidemia and 
hypothyroidism. She is now accepting new patients. 

Flu Prevention page 3
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Brian Friddle

Dear SCS Families and Community:
We live in a world with issues that we need to navigate daily. These issues 

pull people in directions that make it difficult to work together. Stances on 
the pandemic, masks, vaccinations, or a myriad of other issues may cause us 
to take sides.

Stockbridge Community Schools are here to support you and your family. It is our mission 
to provide a quality education for our students with extracurricular opportunities that will help 
them become well-rounded citizens, whether that be in academics, the arts, STEM, athletics, or 
agricultural science.

The last 18 months have been a challenge on our systems and community, but we have navigated 
it quite well. I know that during the summer we were given a taste of normalcy and we enjoyed 
having the ability to do the things we have done in the past. The beginning of this year was, and 
continues to be, a challenge with the amount of positive COVID-19 cases that we have had in the 
district.

I recognize the contradictions that are apparent throughout local, state and federal policies. 
These are challenging to us as well. I would like you to know that it is my intention to treat all 
of our community members with kindness and respect as we navigate these difficult issues, and 
I ask for your support by working with the district and other community members in a kind and 
understanding way as well. I do look forward to a time when COVID-19 is behind us and the 
restrictions are lifted. A time when we all feel like we can pull in the same direction for the common 
good.

I have enjoyed working in the community and look forward to working with you in the future. I 
am happy to be a Panther!

Sincerely,
Brian Friddle
Superintendent of Schools

Kindness, respect helpful during these 
challenging times battling COVID-19

From the superintendent's desk 
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by Cindy Anderson, DVM, Animal Care Clinic
The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) celebrated the 15th anniversary of 

World Rabies Day in late September 2021. When only up to three cases of rabies are reported in the 
United States yearly, it is easy to become complacent and forget the threat is real.

According to The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 80 to 100 dogs and more than 
300 cats are infected annually with rabies and have the potential to expose an unknowing public. 
These are most likely unvaccinated cats and dogs that are infected by wildlife.

Rabies is a fatal viral zoonosis. All mammals are believed to be susceptible to the disease and it 
is usually transmitted from animals through bites. The incubation period for rabies can range from 

World Rabies Day 2021: A reminder of the threat

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

Paws and Claws

three weeks to six months and it is communicable through salivary shedding of the rabies virus. 
Clinical signs of rabies are variable and include trouble swallowing, lack of interest in food, cranial nerve deficits, 

abnormal behavior, ataxia, paralysis, altered vocalization and seizures. Progression to death is rapid and there is currently 
Photo by Karsten Winegeart via unsplash.com

no known effective antiviral drug.
Rabies prevention starts with the animal owner. All dogs, cats and ferrets should be vaccinated against rabies. Pet owners can reduce the possibility of pets being 

exposed to rabies by not letting them roam outside. Spaying and neutering may help reduce the tendency for that to happen.
To reduce the risk of exposure to rabies from wildlife, do not feed or water your pets outside. Doing so could attract wildlife and strays. Also, keep your garbage 

securely covered as the open cans again will attract wildlife and strays. Enjoy wild animals from a distance and teach children to never handle unfamiliar animals. Bat-
proofing your home in the fall and winter also is very useful.

Visiting your veterinarian for regular vaccines is the most effective way to protect your pets, but always keep a watchful eye on them. We never know what our furry 
friends may get into.

Contact the staff at Animal Care Clinic, located at 926 W. Grand River Ave., in Williamston; 517-655-5551; with any questions or concerns.
Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. She traveled to Italy, New Zealand 

and Manitoba before establishing her own clinic in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Dr. Cindy took over duties at the Animal Care Clinic in October 2019 and now spends the 
majority of her time in the Lower Peninsula helping animals and their owners.

Demonstrators of several crafts and skills were scattered about the grounds. Adults gravitated towards the forges of blacksmiths 
such as Chris St. Charles, Anthony Davis, Byron and Jackie Gansley, and Lance Walker. Children clustered around the flintknapping 
circles, chipping away stone with bits of copper and antler to form arrowheads under the watchful eye of two volunteer flintknappers. 

Animals played a big part on historical farms, and they were also a crowd pleaser at Pioneer Day. Two young goats let out curious 
bleats as customers visited the soap vendor, the milk of their species being a key ingredient. Arguably the most popular animals were 
the powerful draft horses. The teams took throngs of visitors on a winding back road journey and gave a glance into the less hurried 
transportation of the past.

A tour of another sort took place in the farmhouse, where the public was treated to a guided look at the many rooms filled with 
historical furnishings and décor. The Dewey School was also open. 

The Waterloo Farm and Dewey School museums would like to thank all who helped to put on this great event. Thank you to all 
who visited, made purchases, bought raffle tickets or made a donation. Please join us again for Christmas on the Farm on Dec. 4 and 5.

Pioneer Day page 1

With so many varieties to choose from, pumpkin selection becomes an hour of autumn pleasure for the whole family. The big 
pumpkins are on the outside, but the cute little ones are in the barn along with winter squash and gourds.

“It’s intriguing,” Dave says. “There is not much interest in picking your own pumpkins before October 15th, but then there is a shift 
and over 50% of customers want to go to the field and pick their own.” 

They all seem to be looking for the perfect jack-o'-lanterns. It’s understandable why customers leave with a few more pumpkins 
than they planned. Each child or parent wants their own. The good news is the Armstrongs work hard to keep their produce affordable.

What child can resist the opportunity to pet and interact with farm animals? Lambs, goats, Dorper sheep, bunny rabbits, piglets, 
standard donkeys and a black Angus calf make up the petting farm, which is located a few steps beyond the pumpkin barn. Children of 
all ages (some over 20) come to see and feed the animals. Do you know that piglets like marshmallows? The most recent addition to 
the farm is a 21-year-old Percheron draft horse, retired from Mackinac Island. 

Some smaller organizations have taken field trips to the Armstrong Farm. Dave never misses an opportunity to give a tour and 
explain the caring of animals and growing pumpkins. This time is often the highlight of his day.

The Armstrongs, who both have full-time jobs, have three children three children (Samantha, first-year vet student and twins Mike 
and Kyle, 16) who work right along with their parents. Their involvement in the Fowlerville FFA and 4-H has given them the skills 
they need to get the work done. 

Other teens, who also have been involved in 4-H and FFA, work on this farm as well. Dave says, “We couldn’t do it without them.”

Armstrong's Farm page 1

Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley Daunis Fontaine’s community has always held her at arm’s length; as a biracial teen 
living in Sault Ste. Marie, she has never felt like enough for either her father’s Ojibwe tribe or the Zhaaganaash on her mother’s side. 
When she witnesses a murder-suicide, she becomes a confidential informant for the FBI, searching for whoever is distributing highly 
addictive methamphetamine in her community. For all her caution, Daunis can’t escape the dangers that lurk around every corner, 
some of which threaten her own life.

Boulley paints a luscious portrayal of Sugar Island’s Ojibwe culture, blending Anishinaabemowin vocabulary and detailed 
ceremonies with the shenanigans of high schoolers and college students. Each twist carries emotional weight, aided by sympathetic yet 
realistic characters. An open ending is satisfying enough for a stand-alone novel and leaves room for interpretation, particularly in the 
romance department.

Summary Both of these titles serve as entertaining stories, but they also yield crucial reminders to readers: Native Americans, 
women in particular, still face constant bigotry and injustice in today’s society. Boulley and Little Badger present readers with these 
realities while providing hope for their communities, something that makes these debuts truly beautiful.

Shuyler Clark is a graduate of Stockbridge High School and Lansing Community College. When she is not reading or writing, she 
can be found snuggling with her birds.

YA Debuts page 3
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Learning + Fun = STEM
Article and photos by Judy Brune
On a warm fall day, Stockbridge grades K-4 STEM teacher Donnie Anderson wheeled a cart full of project 

supplies outside near the Smith Elementary playground. A few dozen excited first graders trailed behind him. 
It was a day the students had been looking forward to all week — Rocket Launch Day! 

Using baking soda and vinegar, Anderson’s students took turns making the “rocket fuel,” then they cheered 
every liftoff. A passionate STEM educator, Anderson commented that he “strives to create an environment that 
is kid-friendly and creative, encouraging students to be curious.” 

“I love to hear my students say that they want to be scientists or engineers when they grow up,” Anderson 
shared. “As well, I am energized when students say they love their STEM class and can't wait to come back 
next week.”

Stockbridge Community News captured some of the fun (and learning!).

In school, students are welcomed to STEM class with vibrant letters outside and bright and engaging 
materials and accents inside. Mr. Anderson’s STEM lab is a great place to learn. 

Outdoors, STEM teacher Donnie 
Anderson explains the rocket
launch project to Ms. Grant’s first 
grade class.

First graders Wesley, Rylan and Timothy 
pour the vinegar into the rocket insert, 
which is filled with baking soda, to make 
the “fuel.” 

L to R: Jazlynn, Katherine, Carson 
and Raegan assist Mr. Anderson in 
placing their rocket on the launch 
pad. 

Susan Pidd Realty holds 
fourth annual coat drive

We are now accepting new or gently used 
coats which will stay in our community 
and be given out at Christmastime. Please 
drop off coats for all ages and sizes at Susan 
Pidd Realty located at 220 W. Main St. in 
Stockbridge. 

For more information, call 517-851-7568. 
We appreciate your kindness.

Other household items like certain cleaning fluids or acidic foods (tomatoes, 
vinegar, etc.) can also leave damage. Be sure to clean up messes like these 
quickly with soap and water. If other vandalism occurs on your car —such as 
graffiti or scratches — contact your insurance agency, as the repair may be 
covered. In most cases, a local auto body shop will be able to color match your 
car’s paint and restore it to like-new condition.

5. Shoe polish. Believe it or not, shoe polish can be one of the most difficult 
stains to remove from a vehicle. Sometimes, it’s impossible. You might be 
wondering why someone would put shoe polish on a vehicle, but mistakes 
happen. If someone tries to test shoe polish on a worn part of their leather 
interior and rests the polish-soaked rag on the roof or hood of the vehicle even 
temporarily, it can cause damage. (It should also be noted that shoe polish is 
not recommended for cleaning or repairing leather car interior because it will 
not soak up the substance the way that shoe leather does.) If shoe polish gets on 
your car, go to your local body shop to purchase a specialized cleaner, or consult 
with a professional.

6. Dust. Dust or dirt on a car isn’t exactly attractive to begin with, but when 
dust mixes with rain, it can cause corrosion to the paint. Gentle car washes can 
help keep your car free of long-term dust and maintain the finish.

7. Acid rain. Acid rain is just that — acidic. Even after the rain evaporates, 
the acidic part remains on your car and can damage paint. Again, frequent car 
washes can help limit this exposure.

8. Dirty towels and rags. Washing your car can of course be great for the 
paint, but only if you’re using the right towels and rags. Be sure towels and 
rags are clean and ideally made of microfiber. Also, don’t set them down on 
pavement or gravel while working, as you could pick up dirt or debris that could 
damage your car’s paint.

9. Coffee and soda. Between the sugar and acidic nature of many coffee 
drinks and sodas, they can spell danger for your car paint. Simply wipe up these 
spills with a wet paper towel to avoid any lasting effects.

10. Salt. Salt helps keep vehicles safe on slippery winter roads — but is one 
of the most corrosive things for car paint. If you live in a cold or coastal climate, 
it’s important to wash your car frequently to keep salt off your car long term to 
reduce the risk of rust. Ideally, you should also treat your car with a wax sealant 
before the first snow as an extra precaution.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 
Stockbridge.The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here 
over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and 
Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they 
have been working on cars for more than 75 years. 

Ask an Expert page 6
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Published in Uncaged, October 2021

Modern-day heroes link students to a 
better education

Merle Wilson and Kathryn Brumm. 
Uncaged Reporters

Every morning, kids of all shapes and 
sizes scamper into school to learn. However, 
there’s one group of kids who have a 
tougher time than others. School can feel 
like a battle for them.

According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES), 14.1% of 
all students are provided with a federally 
supported special education program, 
making school education free and accessible 
for students with special needs and learning 
disabilities.

One such program in the area has had a 
huge impact on educational needs by two members of staff, teachers Carrie Kalmar 
and Joshua Killom. Kalmar has been working in the program for seven years, while 
Killom has been working in it for only one.

Every morning, students eagerly arrive and start to prepare for their work with 
Kalmar, Killom and the other assistants in the classroom, LINKS. However, most 
students living their day-to-day lives don’t give any thought to what goes on in the 
classroom.

LINKS are student volunteers who help their buddies with their work. They help 
their buddies to get things done and keep them on top of their work.

“My favorite part is just being able to help other students and see them grow,” 
junior Drew Bennett, a LINK, said.

In the classroom, students learn a variety of subjects with the help of their 
assigned LINK.

“We learn English and math. We usually get our work done and then get free 
time,” sophomore Paul Baird said, a student of Kalmar’s. “She’s funny.”

Kalmar teaches several classes aimed at helping students, one of which is 
Transitions, a class that teaches students life skills.

“Why I chose special education was when you have that ‘aha’ moment, and a kid 
is really getting it, even though it may take years for a kid to catch onto anything 
you’re doing. That’s why,” Kalmar said.

But how can students help? Most have heard of the LINKS program and quite a 
few have considered becoming a LINK. In a survey out of 23 responses, 95.7% said 
that they knew about LINKS and 65.2% said that they thought about being a LINK.

“I heard that it helps kids with disabilities get better with learning and have a 
better way to learn,” freshman Jessica Sparks said.

With experience, enthusiasm and knowledge on their side, Kalmar and Killom 
keep the classroom and program together.

“My favorite part of teaching in general is you guys. It’s working with kids and 
hearing what you think about stuff,” Killom said. “That’s really my favorite part.”

For students with special needs, school can be very challenging, frightening and 
stressful. Even for other students, school can be difficult at times. However, thanks 
to Kalmar, Killom, LINKS, and other forms of support, school isn’t some scary 
supervillian.

This article is being published as-is from the original, which was 
published in the October 2021 edition of Uncaged, the student-run 
independent student news of Stockbridge High School. For more 
information about Stockbridge’s award-winning student newspaper, go to 
https://uncagednews.com

Uncaged articles are sponsored by The Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation. https://www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef/

While working with academic support 
student Trevor Poole, teacher Joshua 
Killom explains a tough government
assignment. Killom’s classroom is 
a friendly environment that helps 
students learn and work through their 
struggles. Photo credit Kathryn Brumm

• Dr. Holt’s family have been released from quarantine. This clears up the diphtheria in 
this village.

• H.E. MUNSELL HARVEST SALE. The object of this sale makes your dollars have 
more cents. 100 pounds sugar – $5.95. 
LOCAL/PERSONAL— Nov. 17, 1921 edition: 

• (Supplement) Excerpt from Sheriff‘s Annual Report: 
… number of males committed to the jail within the year, 251.
… number of females committed to the jail within the year, 15.
… number of insane persons confined in the jail within the year, 18.
… number of idiotic persons confined in the jail within the year, none.
… number of prisoners confined in the jail within the year who have made their escape, 2.

LOCAL/PERSONAL— Nov. 24, 1921 edition: 
• A Charitable Act: About thirty of the Odd Fellows held a bee last Wednesday and 

harvested Henry Herrick’s beets for him. Mr. Herrick was stricken with paralysis in the 
spring and has been unable to do anything since. There were 18 teams and they soon made 
short work of the job.

• FOR SALE: Second hand Chinchilla Overcoat, silk lined, nearly new, reason for sale 
too small for me. Also good double stable blanket, reason for sale, no horse.
INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL NEWS
Nov. 3, 1921 edition:

• Why Prices Stay High: Washington, D.C—“Why,” demands an editor out in the corn 
belt, “does the retailer charge from 35 to 40 cents a pound for pork chops when the hogs 
cost him only six or seven cents?” … A man in Georgia wants to know why cotton enough 
to make a tent won’t buy an undershirt. … The department of agriculture is making a study 
of retail prices of farm products in all American cities. It is going to find out just why these 
prices are so inordinately high and why the farmer gets such a small share… 
Nov. 17, 1921 edition:

• Veteran Served Sentence of Man Who Saved His Life: Because his “buddy” saved 
his life in France, Harry W. Haley, known as general prisoner No. 22102, assumed his 
name, and is serving a six months’ sentence in the United States disciplinary barracks, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan., for desertion, alleged to have been committed by his friend. 

Rearview Mirror page 10



Stockbridge Community NewsNovember 2021 17

Obituaries

Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
· Samuel A. Smith - died Sept. 22, 2021 - Jackson
· JoAnne Marie Conway - died Oct. 14, 2021 - Pleasant Lake

Death Notices

William (Bill) Esch
Passed away Oct. 18, 2021

William (Bill) Esch, age 79, of Taylor, MI passed 
away on October 18, 2021. 

Husband of Marilyn Esch. Father of Christine (Jake) 
Biehn and Tom Esch. Step-father of Sara (James) 
Bruckner, Rachel (Dennis Pelkey) Emerson and Erik 
(April) Emerson. Grandfather of Emily (Zac) Reilly and 
Michael (Melanie) Biehn and great grandfather of Nora, 
Evie and Jacob Reilly. He is also survived by his brother 
Bob Esch and sister Linda Stratton. 

He was preceded in death by his son Andy Esch, 
parents Leonard and Myrtle Esch and his brother Jim 
Esch.

William (Bill) Esch

On September 30, 2021, loving husband, father, papa, 
brother, uncle, friend, and pastor left this world and flew 
straight into the arms of his Savior Jesus Christ, whom 
he served faithfully from the time of his salvation at the 
age of 16. 

Robert Carew Castle (Pastor Bob) was born on 
June 29, 1953 in Stockbridge, Michigan to Henry and 
Fannie Castle. He graduated from Stockbridge High 
School in 1971 and Maranatha Baptist Bible College in 
1976. He was married to Debra (Caudle) for 47 years. 
He pastored Jeruel Baptist Church for 42 years. 

Robert Carew Castle He is survived by Scott and Michelle Castle,
June 29, 1953 to Sept. 30, 2021 Catherine, Caleb, Caden, Caitlynn, Christian, and 
Chason of Jackson, MI; Kimberly and Phillip Tanner, Keturah, Alexia and Spencer 
of Collierville, TN; Craig and Leah Castle, Hunter, Eloise, and Dalton of Andover, 
MN; Stephanie and Justin Brahs, Landon, Gavin, and Deacon of Oak Grove, MN; 
Lynette and Alan Anderson of Dexter, MI; Cynthia and Matthew Price, Adaline, 
Cora, and Hudson of Holt, MI; and Claire Caudle (mother-in-law) of Decatur, IL; 
Jim and Ruth Castle, Henry Castle, Jr, Mary Castle, Loretta and David Sherfield; 
Donald Castle, John and Debbie Castle, and many many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by parents, Henry and Fannie Castle, Chris (brother); 
Bobbie Jean and Norma Jean (twin sisters) and Donald Caudle (father-in-law), as 
well as several miscarried grandbabies. 

The family would like to express their special appreciation to Allegiance 
Hospice and nurses, especially Missy K., as well as the staff of Henry Ford 
Allegiance: Dr. Jen (Radiology), Dr. Malcom Trimble (Oncology), and the nurses 
and staff that served Pastor Bob through his treatments.

Visitation was held at the Jeruel Baptist Church in Munith on Sunday, October 
3, 2021 from 4-7 p.m., as well as Monday, October 4, 2021 from 12 noon until the 
time of service.

Funeral Services were held at the church on Monday, October 4, 2021 at 1:00 
p.m. Burial followed at Fitchburg Cemetery in Stockbridge, Michigan.

Memorial contributions can be made payable to Jeruel Baptist Church.
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Robert Carew Castle (Pastor Bob)

"I am excited about the NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge because it is a great platform 
to encourage others to get involved in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)," 
shared InvenTeam marketing team leader, senior Brooklyn Rochow.

This year’s demanding course contains 12 challenges and five tasks. Two drivers from each 
participating school must complete the challenge in eight minutes. Teams also must think like mission 
planners, selecting tasks to complete along the path to gain the maximum amount of points available. 
The InvenTeam will have to balance efficiency with speed to simulate real-world conditions astronauts 
would face in a space mission.

As well as building a human-powered rover, one of the requirements for the HERC project is to 
build task tools. Some of the mission tasks are identifying geologic samples, deploying a solar-powered 
instrument, and collecting core samples. InvenTeam members are working on developing the tools 
needed to complete those tasks successfully.

“I am looking forward to competing with teams from around the world,” Rochow added.
More information about the HERC competition can be found at www.nasa.gov/stem/

roverchallenge/home/index.html.

InvenTeam page 1

Education is growing in our community
by: Jennifer Hammerberg, SAEF President
On a cool October afternoon, former 

superintendent and founding member of the 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation Bruce 
Brown planted three young trees on the grounds 
around Smith Elementary and Heritage School.

In August at Brown’s last school board meeting 
as interim superintendent, the Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation pledged to have a tree 
of Brown’s choice planted in his honor. The tree 
was in thanks for his continuous support of the 
Stockbridge School District and the foundation. 
Brown served as superintendent when the 
foundation was created until his retirement in 2013. 
He came back in 2017-19 to serve an additional 
term as a regular board member. 

Consistent with his strong work ethic and not 
a person to shy away from getting his hands dirty, 
Brown declined to have the tree planted, preferring 
to do it himself! With the cost savings, the amount 
budgeted to provide the tree allowed Brown to 
choose three trees instead of one. He selected a 
beautiful northern pin oak, a white pine and a red 
horse chestnut. 

Brown is an avid outdoor enthusiast and has 
a keen interest in trees and the fauna of our area. 
When asked why he selected those three types of 
trees, he explained that “the community committee 
that originally helped design Heritage and Smith 

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation Vice 
President Ralph Schumacher (left) and former 
SCS Superintendent Bruce Wm. Brown stand 
with the newly planted Aesculcus x cranea 
“Ruby” (donated by SAEF) at the front of 
Heritage School. Photo by Jennifer Hammerberg

wanted tree plantings to create a ‘park like’ campus using native deciduous tree species.” 
“When you walk the grounds you see oak, maple, linden, sycamore, yellow poplar and beech," 

he proudly states. "Bradford pear, dogwood, and (the new) chestnut are planted near the entrances 
at Heritage and Smith for their spring blossoms. A gingko was planted just because it is a curious 
species.” 

Looking around the grounds he reminisces about other trees planted over the years. “The large 
conifer growing near the Heritage flagpole was a gift from long-serving Stockbridge School principal, 
Bob Roberts. The spacing of the trees between Smith and Heritage was dictated by the length of the 
hose.” 

Brown described using multiple hoses, linked together, deliberately leaving the connections loose, 
creating his own drip irrigation system to feed the first batch of trees planted. Brown laments that it has 
been a challenge to keep the trees alive and growing on the grounds and thinks there is room for even 
more!

On why he chose the specific trees he did this time, Brown said, “A chestnut was chosen because, 
we think, there are only two others in Stockbridge, one at Smith and the other across from the old 
middle school on Elizabeth. Also, the tree offers very dramatic red flowers in the spring. The chestnut 
blooms at a different time than the other flowering trees that grow near the entrance, extending the time 
to enjoy trees in blossom each spring.”

He added that the white pine he planted is a replacement tree, so a specimen of the Michigan State 
Tree remains on the Heritage campus. The third tree, planted on the playground near the soccer field, is 
a variety of Quercus commonly known as a northern pin oak. The oak also was a replacement tree, and 
in time will provide playground shade along with the natural beauty that is a tree.

Serendipitously, the planting of the oak tree coincided with recess for a group of Heritage students. 
Brown invited them to help water the trees and they were overjoyed to be included! Additional 
assistance was provided by SAEF Vice President Ralph Schumacher and new Superintendent Brian 
Friddle.

As these trees grow, it is our sincere hope that they will inspire and remind people to continue 
to grow in all ways; with knowledge and appreciation of the education provided in our wonderful 
community by the hardworking people who make it happen. Maybe they also can find a way to become 
part of "A Legacy of Learning" the way Mr. Bruce Wm. Brown has. Thank you, Bruce, for all you have 
done for this community!
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Panthers fall to Perry on stormy night

Drew Robinson scored a pair of touchdowns against 
Lakewood. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Volleyball sweeps Maple Valley 3-0

Grace Burg with a big kill against Maple Valley. 
Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
While the final score may not 

be remembered, the football game 
between Stockbridge and Perry 
Friday, Oct. 8 will always be talked 
about by players, fans, and coaches 
as the Panthers fell to the Ramblers 
27-6 in the early hours of Saturday 
morning.

The game kicked off at its normal 
time of 7 p.m. Friday, but storms 
rolled through forcing the game to be 
delayed and the field and bleachers 
cleared.

MHSAA rules state that after any 
flash of lightning teams must wait a 

half hour to restart and anytime there is another flash, the clock resets.
The issue was that Perry had Homecoming festivities scheduled for Saturday and some 

members of the referee crew could not return Saturday if the game was postponed
So, they waited…. and waited…. for nearly four hours.
The teams would not retake the field until 1 a.m. Saturday morning and the game would 

not get over until 1:45 a.m.
Before the delay, Perry took an early lead with a 16-yard TD pass, but the Panthers would 

bounce back.
Riley Kennedy hit Jeremy Pilch with a 51-yard scoring pass to tie the game at 6-6.
Perry answered with a 29-yard touchdown pass to make it 13-6 when the storms would 

move in sending the teams to the locker room.
When play would finally continue in the early hours of Saturday morning, the Ramblers 

would put the game away with a pair of fourth-quarter touchdowns to make the final 27-6.
Kennedy was 3-6 passing for 87 yards and a TD. He also led the team in rushing with 44 

yards, while Kevin Killinger had 29 yards on 12 carries.
Pilch caught three passes for 87 yards and a score. He also led the team in tackles with 

six.
Zach Miller added five tackles and an interception, while Drew Robinson picked off a 

pass and had two tackles.
Leslie The Panthers started slow and fell to rival Leslie 57-12 Friday, Sept. 24.
The Blackhawks jumped out to a 22-0 lead after one quarter, and it would grow to 29-0 in 

the second before the Panthers would get on the board.
Drew Robinson would find the end zone when he broke free for a 46-yard TD run to cut 

the lead to 29-6. Leslie would score one more time to make it 36-6 at the half.
The Blackhawks would push the lead to 43-6 before Robinson would score his second of 

the game from 5 yards out to make it 43-12.
The rest of the night belonged to the Blackhawks as they outgained the Panthers 360-180 

in total yards.
Robinson had his biggest night as a Panther with 63 yards rushing on seven carries and 

two TDs.
Jeremy Pilch rushed for 39 yards on 13 carries. The Panthers completed just three of 

12 passes on the night with Jalen Rogozinski connecting on two for 39 yards and Riley 
Kennedy one for 29. Zach Fletcher caught one pass for 34 yards, Zach Miller one for 29, and 
Brock Rochow one for 5.

Lakewood The Panthers then fell to Lakewood 41-14 Oct. 1.
Lakewood jumped out to a 19-0 lead in the first, but the Panthers would rally back. Pilch 

returned a fumble 50 yards for a score and ran one in from 11 yards out to cut the lead to 19-
14 after three quarters.

Lakewood would own the fourth quarter, scoring three times and pulling away for the 
win.

Pilch rushed for 85 yards on 10 carries and a score. He also completed one pass for 30 
yards to Kennedy.

Kennedy rushed for 60 yards on nine carries and Kevin Killinger 16 yards on eight 
carries.

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge volleyball team 

picked up a big three-set win at 
home Oct. 12 taking down Maple 
Valley 25-9, 25-10, 25-13.

The win improved the Panthers 
to 1-4 in the GLAC with a league 
contest with Perry remaining.

Taylor Lockhart had a big night 
with 12 service points and five kills 
to lead the Panthers.

Alaina Kellenberger added 10 
service points, while Maggie Jones 
was a force at the net with five kills. 
Maddie Dalton dished out 14 assists 
and Grace Burg three.

Hanover Horton Invite The Panthers went 1-3 at the Hanover Horton Invitational.
They defeated Colon 25-23, 25-11, but fell to Hanover 23-25 26-27 in a hard-fought 

game and Jackson Northwest 18-25, 23-25.
Stockbridge moved to the silver bracket, where they fell to Tecumseh in three sets 22-

25, 25-22, 7-15.
Lockhart led the team with 30 service points, while Jones added 23.
Dalton was all over the court with 40 assists and 21 digs. Gracee Robidou recorded 29 

digs, Megan Mackinder 16 kills, and Burg 15 kills and six assists.
Leslie The volleyball team traveled to Leslie to take on the rival Blackhawks and 

dropped a five-set thriller 20-25, 25-17, 25-22, 25-27, 9-15.
After the Blackhawks took the opening set, the Panthers bounced back to take the next 

two for a 2-1 lead.
Leslie came out strong in the fourth set and led 24-21, but after a side-out Taylor 

Lockhart served three straight points to give the Panthers a 25-24 lead and a match-point. 
The Panthers hit a shot that landed just out of bounds to give Leslie a point to tie things up 
at 25 and Blackhawks would score two straight to close out the set and send the match to a 
deciding fifth game.

Leslie carried the momentum into the fifth set and scored the first four points before the 
Panthers rallied. Stockbridge scored five straight points to take a 5-4 lead, but Leslie turned 
things around with six straight points to take an 11-5 lead and would close out the match.

Maggie Jones had a big night with a team high 16 points, 14 rebounds, and eight kills.
Lockhart finished with 10 points and five kills, while Gracee Robidou picked up 16 

digs. Maddie Dalton dished out 19 assists and Megan Mackinder added five kills.
Napoleon The Panthers dropped a three-set match to Napoleon 21-25, 13-25, 11-25.
Alaina Kellenberger had nine points and four kills, while Dalton had 11 assists and four 

points. Jones added nine digs and four kills, Mackinder seven kills, and Robidou 14 digs.
Stockbridge Invite The Panthers went 1-2 at their own Stockbridge Invitational 

Saturday, Sept. 25.
They beat Ovid-Elsie 23-25, 25-22, 27-25, but fell to Dansville 9-25, 6-25, 20-25, and 

Alma 23-25, 21-25.
Lockhart had a big day with 23 digs and 14 points.
Dalton collected 27 assists and 12 points, Jones 31 digs and eight kills, and 

Kellenberger 12 kills.
Olivet The Panthers fell to Olivet in four sets 21-25, 22-25, 25-23, 15-25 to drop to 0-3 

in the GLAC.
Whitmore Lake Quad The Panthers took one of three at a Whitmore Lake quad. They 

took down Annapolis 25-7, 25-18, fell to Whitmore Lake 19-25, 23-25, and dropped a 
hard-fought three-set match to Summerfield 19-25, 25-22, 7-15.

Alaina Kelleberger had a big night with 15 points and 13 kills to lead the Panthers.
Taylor Lockhart had 14 points and nine digs, while Gracee Robidou had 10 digs. 

Maddie Dalton dished out 23 assists and recorded 14 points. Maggie Jones chipped in with 
eight kills and three blocks.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Boys, Girls Cross Country Teams win second GLAC Jamboree 

Rylee Tolson, Kaitelyn Walker, and Brooklyn 
Rochow earned medals at the Jackson 
Invitational. Photo provided by Steve Allison

Soccer team takes down Blissfield in 
district opener as brothers score 5

Jonah Huskey-Wright scored a hat trick of three 
goals to help the Panthers beat Blissfield 5-3 in 
the district opener. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge boys and girls cross country teams 

moved one step closer to league titles after both won the 
second GLAC Jamboree of the season at Stockbridge.

The girls squeaked out a 46-47 win over Leslie to 
take control of the conference with one race remaining.

In normal scoring situations it looked like Leslie had 
beat out Stockbridge by one point (44-45) because Maple 
Valley did not field a full team and usually those runners 
do not count in the team scoring. The GLAC has a rule 
that teams short of five runners have ghost scores put in 
for the missing runners so the school will have a team 
score. Stockbridge had only one runner finish behind 
the first Maple Valley runner, while Leslie had three to 
move the Panthers ahead of the Blackhawks in the final 
standings.

Rylee Tolson continued to roll through the 
competition by easily winning the race with a time of 

by Keith Michaels
It has been a long, difficult 

season for the Stockbridge 
soccer team as the Panthers 
finished the regular season with 
an 0-13-1 record, but they did 
not give up.

The Panthers opened the 
postseason with their best game 
of the year, as they took down 
Blissfield 5-3 for their first win 
of the year.

Jonah Huskey-Wright and 
Jordan Huskey-Wright scored 

The boys cross country team won the Division 3-4 race at the Jackson 
Invite. Photo provided by Steve Allison

first half goals to give the Panthers a 2-1 lead over Blissfield at the half.
Blissfield would try to rally, but the Huskey-Wright brothers would put the 

Royals away.
Jonah would score two second half goals to complete his hat trick and Jordan 

one as they helped the Panthers hold off Blissfield to pick up their first win and 
advance to the Division 3 district semifinals.

18:44.4.
Brooklyn Rochow continued to impress with a fourth place finish in 20:20.2, while Kaitelyn Walker was seventh in 21:52 and freshman Anna Ransom eighth in 22:04.
Sidney Gipe was 26th in 24:33.1, Eliana Johnson 28th in 25:24, Andrea Borowy 32nd in 25:56.5, Kalysta Connolly 36th in 29:29.2, and Alora Mullins 37th in 29:41.8.
The boys cruised to an easy win by finishing with 24 points to outdistance Olivet with 43.
Micah Bolton (17:07.1) and Dalton Satkowiak (17:08) finished nearly neck and neck for the top two spots in the race.
Collin Cook came home fourth in 17:38.5, Ethan Wright eighth in 18:05.7 and Brendan Wright ninth in 18:35.2.
DJ Chapman was 14th in 19:41.4, Brandon Howlett 20th in 20:43.9, and Brady Cole 38th in 26:24.4.
Hudson Invite The teams competed at the Hudson Invitational, and both came home with third place finishes.
The girls finished with 115 points in the race won by Waseon, Ohio with 77.
Tolson came home first with a time of 18:26.77 to lead the Panthers, while Rochow was 13th in 21:22.7.
Walker was 23rd in 22:39.62, Ransom 33rd in 23:13.71, Gipe 62nd in 25:24.31, Johnson 72nd in 26:06.83, and Borowy 80th in 27:51.89.
The boys finished with 110 points in the race won by Clinton with 89.
Satkowiak placed sixth with a time of 17:31.3 to lead Stockbridge.
Bolton was ninth in 17:37.9 and Cook 10th in 17:44.9. Ethan Wright came in 42nd in 19:19.8, Brendon Wright 48th in 19:38.9, and Howlett 83rd in 21:46.7.
Stockbridge Invite The Stockbridge cross country team hosted 23 teams at its home invitational and both teams came away with strong finishes and numerous individual personal records.
Senior Rylee Tolson made the biggest news of the day as she shattered her own school record by over 19 seconds and winning the girls race with a time of 17:28.3. The time was the fourth fastest in the 

state this season in all divisions and the fastest by a Division 3 girl in 2021.
Tolson was not the only girls runner to shatter her PR as five of the other six runners set personal records as the Panthers finished fourth in the Large School Division.
The Panthers finished with 158 points in the race won by Marshall with 74 points. The three teams in front of the Panthers were all Division 2 teams with the Panthers being D3.
Brooklyn Rochow placed ninth overall and knocked 16 seconds off her PR with a finish of 19:49.6, 

while Kaitelyn Walker was 33rd in 21:26.8.
Freshman Anna Ransom knocked an amazing 1:41 off of her PR with a finish in 22:01.4. Senior 

Sidney Gipe 16 seconds off of her PR with a time of 24:16.3, freshman Eliana Johnson 51 seonds off 
her PR with a time of 24:38.4, and Andrea Borowy finishing 1:14 faster then her previous best with a 
time of 25:54.1.

The boys finished in second place with 102 points behind only the Capital Homeschool team with 
69.

Four Panthers set personal records in the race.
Micah Bolton finished 13th and knocked 11 seconds off his best time with a finish of 17:06.2. 

Sohpomore Ethan Wright took 42 seconds off of his PR with a finish of 17:46.9, while senior Brendan 
Wright took 42 seconds off hit previous best with a time of 18:09.1 and DJ Chapman 15 seconds off 
his PR with a time of 19:26.4.

Dalton Satkowiak led the Panthers with an eighth place finish with a time of 16:49.6 and Collin 
Cook 20th in 17:16.4. Brandon Howlett wrapped up the top seven with a time of 20:48.7.

Jackson Invite The Stockbridge cross country teams had another strong showing at the Jackson 
Invitational with the boys winning the Division 3-4 title and the girls finishing fourth.

To shorten the day because of a lower number of teams, the Jackson Invite combined the Division 2 
teams with the D-3 and 4 teams and separated them in the final standings.

The Panthers finished with 83 points to beat out Clinton with 95 points and Hillsdale Academy with 
100.

The top three runners for the Panthers were within 11 seconds of each other and earned top 10 
finishes. Micah Bolton was sixth in 17:26.2, Dalton Satkowiak seventh in 17:32.3, and Collin Cook 
ninth in 17:37.8.

Ethan Wright finished with a PR of 18:28.3 and finished 26th. Brendan Wright was 40th in 19:08.4, 
DJ Chapman 48th in 19:41.3, and Brady Cole 82nd in 27:14.7.

The girls finished with 113 points in the race won by Jackson Lumen Christi with 47.
Rylee Tolson dominated the D2-4 race with a winning time of 18:07.5. She outdistanced the 

second-place runner by 54 seconds and was the second fastest time in all divisions.
Medals went to Brooklyn Rochow who finished eighth in 20:34.6 and Kaitelyn Walker 19th in 21:58.3.
Anna Ranson came home 45th in 23:47.5 and Sidney Gipe 52nd in 25:04. PR's were set by Eliana 

Johnson with a 55th place finish with a time of 25:29, and Andrea Borowy in 58th with a time of 27:08.
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By Hope Salyer
Walk through downtown Stockbridge, and you will notice the annual 

lamppost decoration contest in full swing. Not only do the decorations 
brighten the area, but they also bring the community together for a 
good cause. Residents pay $1 to vote for their favorite post at local 
businesses, this year there is also an online voting option, and proceeds 
support local charities and organizations. 

Deanna Kruger first saw lampposts decorated in Leslie. Then 
she went to work, rallying support to start the program here. This 
year, Kruger passed the torch to local resident Jessica Lane. Lane 
is continuing to organize and coordinate the event with support and 
financial control under the 501c3 supervision of the Stockbridge 
Community School District’s PTO. 

Votes of $1 or more are being accepted at Eaton Community Bank, 
Adiska Family Dental, Hometown Pharmacy, Simply You Salon, Plane 
Food Market, CADL-Stockbridge, Abbott & Fillmore Insurance, Town 
Hall and The Open Air Market. (Voting can also be done online. See 
the Facebook page "Light Pole Decorating Stockbridge MI" for online 
voting information.)

Residents are encouraged to enjoy the creative expressions and 
cast a vote or two for their favorites. See the next page for a list of the 
sponsors and the charities to which prize monies will go.
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