
Celebrating Viola Gilliam, 
another Stockbridge 
centenarian

compiled by Mary Jo David 
According to an article called 

"The Language of Ageism" at 
dictionary.com, "Many people 
have raised objections to the 
words 'senior' and 'elder(ly).'" 
Instead, the article explains, 
people are leaning toward the 
word "older." 

No matter what term you use 
to describe folks 55 and older or 
those who surpass the average 
U.S. life expectancy of 77 years, 
one thing is becoming evident—
Stockbridge is a great place for 
seniors to grow older. 

Soon after Stockbridge 
Community News featured 
the 100th birthday of our 
"hometown treasure" Dorene 

12 Days Before Break turns into holiday tradition 
as appreciation for school staff expands

by Laura Whitaker
As the long, dark winter days 

continue between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, the time can seem 
to drag in school classrooms as 
everyone begins to look forward 
to the holidays and winter 
vacation. 

But following the success of 
last year's first 12 Days Before 
Break countdown, the staff at 
Smith Elementary and Heritage 
School teamed up again to bring 
back the event. But this year, the 
Jr./Sr. High School joined in the 
festivities and the appreciation 
for staff spread across the whole 
district. 

The Smith Elementary staff gather for a photo on the last day 
of the 12 Days Before Break. Students and staff celebrated the 
beginning of winter break with pajama day on Friday, Dec. 16. 
Photo provided by Laura Whitaker

The staff and students continue to push forward from the effects of the past few years, 
such as navigating through the pandemic. Being able to leave for break and start the new 
year fresh is the continued goal of putting on the different events throughout December. The 
staff gets to look forward to different gifts or fun activities, and the students enjoy seeing 
what kind of silly antics are going to happen.

See 12 Days Before Break on page 13.

Her family, her church, her 
fellow seniors, and exercise 
have combined to keep 
101-year-old Viola Gilliam young 
at heart. Photo provided by 
Heather Armstrong.

White in the November issue of "Clyde's Corner," SCN board 
members heard about another Stockbridge centenarian—Viola 
Gilliam—who turned 101 on Sept. 24. Yes, you read that 
correctly, Viola is 101! And she certainly didn't get to the grand 
old age of 101 concerning herself about whether it's better to use 
the word "senior" or "older"!

See Viola Gilliam on page 10. Teacher settles in to life in remote village
Shuyler Clark, columnist and 
author, joins the SCN Board

by Mary Jo David
Members of the Board of 

the Stockbridge Community 
News are pleased to announce 
that Shuyler Clark has accepted 
an invitation to join the board. 
A Stockbridge resident since 
birth, Clark graduated from 
Stockbridge High School and 
went on to earn an associate 
degree in creative writing from 
Lansing Community College.

Clark is an experienced 
columnist and reporter for the 
paper. She is the face behind the 
"Reading Between the Lines" 

Stockbridge Community News 
announces the appointment 
of its newest board member—
Shuyler Clark, columnist, 
reporter and budding novelist. 
Photo provided by Shuyler Clark

column, which has published monthly since October 2021. 
See Shuyler Clark on page 21.

Teacher Karlee Fillmore bundles 
up in northern Alaska, where the 
temperature didn't get warmer 
than minus 30 for three weeks in 
January 2022. Photo provided by 
Karlee Fillmore

by Karlee Fillmore
In July 2021, I left Stockbridge for a teaching job in 

Alaska's Northwest Arctic Borough. The borough covers 
roughly 39,000 square miles. That's only 1,000 square miles 
less than Michigan's Lower Peninsula. The majority of those 
living in the borough are Inupiaq and subsistence activities 
are both a vital part of their culture and their livelihood. 
The borough is served by one school district, made up of 11 
villages. None of the villages is on the road system, meaning 
the only way to reach them is by plane and, depending on 
the village, boat or snowmobile.

 I live and work in the second largest village in the 
borough, located just above the Arctic Circle. To reach my 
village, you have to take a jet from Anchorage to the largest 
village in the region, Kotzebue. From Kotzebue, you take a 
bush plane out to the village.

The bush planes are scheduled to come twice a day, seven 
days a week, weather permitting. Besides people, the planes bring mail and supplies. In the 
winter, the planes are the ONLY way to get supplies to the village (this includes groceries).

See Karlee Fillmore on page 23.
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Rural Perspectives: The American goldfinch 
can be found in winter at area bird feeders

Diane Gray 

Constable

Area residents can see 
goldfinches at bird feeders or 
in the summer fields. They can 
be around almost all winter if the 
temperature stays above zero.
 Photo credit Diane Constable

by Diane Constable
You are most likely to see the American goldfinch 

(Spinus tristis) at bird feeders that offer sunflower seeds 
or nyjer thistle seeds, or in the summer fields feeding on 
thistle, milkweed and grass seeds. 

In winter, this finch is more of an olive color. It is 
sometimes called a wild canary because in spring the males 

molt into a brilliant yellow, while the females are a bit duller yellow.
Goldfinches build their nests in mid to late summer, when the thistles and 

milkweed bloom. They use the down from these 
plants to line the 2.5-inch-wide nest, which is 
placed very high up in a shrub or tree. Spiderweb 
and caterpillar silk are used to secure the nest to 
the twigs. 

Up to 10 pale, blue-white eggs are laid and hatch 
in about 14 days. The chicks fledge after about 17 
days, but still depend on the adults to feed them for 
another three weeks. They will live up to 6 years.

Goldfinches are very acrobatic. They fly like 
they are on a roller coaster—in a wavy, up-and-

down flight pattern. When they feed, they hang on to the side 
of the plant (or feeder), the top, or even upside down in order to 
reach the food.

Our goldfinches are around practically all winter, only leaving 
if the temperature falls below zero. Their winter feathers grow 
in thicker than the summer feathers, which insulates them from 
the cold. They also sometimes burrow into a snowbank to keep 
warm.

Fun Fact: The goldfinch weaves its nest so tightly it can hold 
water.
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Area residents reflect on memories of 2022

Photo credit cocoparisienne via pixbay.com

by Tina Cole-Mullins
As 2022 comes to a close, many take time to reflect on the past 

year. For some, it was a year of heartbreak. Others had personal 
success. Some changed their lives for the better while others faced 
new difficulties.

I ended 2021 receiving the SCN "Readership Award," which 
highlighted my ongoing work in mental wellness. Receiving 
such an accolade not only buffed up my professional portfolio, it 
also prompted me to step outside my comfort zone of local news 
and submit a very personalized piece to the Heinz C. Prechter 
Bipolar Research Program at Michigan Medicine. The work, titled 
"Bipolar: (My) Duality Dance with my Devil," was published. 
For me, this serves as my best memory and biggest personal 
improvement in 2022. 

That caused me, in turn, to ask several local community 
members: "What was your best personal improvement or, alternatively, your best memory of 2022?"

Some worked toward improving their health in 2022.
"Resuming exercise and making progress towards a healthier body," Jen McClure, Mary Kay director, responded. She also noted 

her writing and the launching of her book "Wisdom from the Wilderness."
Vanessa Hoard, co-owner of Smitty's Hell Saloon, said allowing time for self-care was her biggest improvement. Her best 

memory of 2022 was finding a balance between being a working mom and a first-time business owner. "One thing I learned is you 
can't fill from an empty cup," Hoard said.

Mandy Urquhart, chairwoman of the Stockbridge Township Planning Commission, also focused on her health, as well as finding 
satisfaction in her work on the township planning commission. "This past year I have come to the realization that self-care isn't 
selfish," she said. "I'm learning to take better care of myself and putting it into practice for 2023." Her best memory of 2022 was 
being a part of the township planning commission and getting the Township Master Plan and Wind Ordinance completed.

Some area residents found business success in 2022.
Shannon Murray, Bunkerhill Market coordinator, said seeing new faces as a lot of new people came in to check out the market 

was her highlight of the year. "I just enjoy seeing lines out the door, new food trucks and our community getting together and 
supporting local small businesses," Murray said.

Wade Pregitzer, of Pregitzer's Farm, said, “The best thing about '22' was my engagement to Zaneta Craft, of course. … She has 
added a new energy and sometimes a different perspective to the business and generosity of Pregitzer’s Farm." Pregitzer added, "The 
fall activities were the best, as we experienced such a great turnout and memories of all our customers."

Others took on new challenges during the past year.
"The best thing about 2022 was joining the Village DDA and being able to further help the community I love," said Jason 

Stevens, a local business owner.
Personally, this past year has been a trying one, with many up-and-down moments, heartbreak, and loss. Yet, I, like others, also 

found growth and personal achievements. Undoubtedly, we share the love and support of our community. This makes Stockbridge 
and the surrounding community the place to be in 2023. Happy New Year!

Author's Note: "Bipolar: (My) Duality Dance with my Devil," can be found at https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/prechter-program/
bipolar-my-duality-dance-my-devil



      January 20234

by Clyde Whitaker
Hello again everyone, and I trust all are doing well after 

a busy December. I've been thinking about my January 
column, and remembering some of the teachers we had in 
school brought back happy memories.

I cannot possibly mention everyone here who taught us, 

Through our school years, the teachers were terrific!

Clyde Whitaker

Clyde's Corner

but my gratitude goes out to each and every teacher who took the time to teach 
us, took the time to know us, took the time to be our friend.

Mrs. Ranck was my third grade teacher at Smith Elementary. I remember 
her as a grandmotherly type, very considerate and kind, but she knew when to 
settle down some of us guys having a little too much energy. I really liked Mrs. 
Ranck. She taught for many years, helped many students.

When I turned 10, my family moved to the country just outside of Munith. 
I attended Katz Elementary there in the fourth, fifth and sixth grades. My fifth 
grade teacher was Mrs. Mitchell. She was a tall and somewhat intimidating 
presence to us fifth graders. John Stanfield and I were always fighting over 
something, so one day Mrs. Mitchell kept us in for recess and told us we could 
go out only when we had learned to reason with each other and stopped the 
fighting. After 10 minutes of silence, John and I looked at each other and said, 
"let's be friends." We ran outside to play and, indeed, we did become good 
friends. John was the best man at my wedding; sadly he passed away a few 
years ago.

Another teacher I admired was our counselor Mr. Lawrie. He was a low-
keyed, smiling, compassionate person who took an interest in me. He knew 
I wanted to pitch in the pros immediately after school, but he pushed me and 
pushed me to attend college first, saying that I could pitch there then turn 
pro. But sadly, and with deep regret now, I did not take his advice. I was too 
hardheaded, but he sure tried. We had many, many talks about this. He was such 
a kindhearted man, one of my favorite teachers.

Mr. Barry was a teacher I had for literature. A veteran, he was a big pipe 
smoker and when he came into the classroom, the aroma from the pipe in his 

Mr. James Lawrie was the 
counselor who tried his hardest 
to get Clyde Whitaker to go to 
college. 

Mr. Robert Barry taught literature 
and loved to smoke his pipe 
before class.

Mr. Howard Johnston was a very 
articulate teacher who clicked 
his heels on the floor as he 
walked around the room.

Mr. Frank Radowski was 
the wood shop teacher who 
taught Clyde the value of being 
organized and efficient.

jacket filled the air. He was a pretty strict teacher, and we gave him a hard time, just goofing around, but I liked him and the effort he 
put into teaching us about literature.

For American history, my teacher was Mr. Johnston. He was a man of short stature but a very intelligent and worldly man. Always 
dressed to the hilt, he would click his heels on the floor as he walked around the room. He was always engaging and fun to talk with, 
a good man.

I definitely learned organization from my wood shop teacher Mr. Radowski. He believed in a place for every tool. One day, at the 
end of class, I hurried out of the room to get to basketball practice, and I forgot to hang up a drill I was using, instead leaving it on 
the table. Well, the next day Mr. Radowski confronted me and said I had a choice: a detention or three WHACKS, as he put it, for 
leaving the drill on the table. I protested, saying I had to get to basketball practice. He didn't relent, so, having to get to practice, I 
bent over a table and he gave me three WHACKS with a wooden paddle. This was a lesson that served me well in my career... take 
care of the small things and the big things will be easy.

Well folks, I could write many more stories like these but this will have to 
do for now. I am sure all of you have stories about the teachers in your life as 
well.

In closing, it is always my honor, privilege and pleasure to present these 
real-life stories to you. Until next time, take care of one another and treasure 
each and every day you are given.

All teacher photos were provided by Clyde Whitaker. 
Clyde Whitaker is a 1973 Stockbridge graduate. He and his wife, Mary, raised 

four children in Stockbridge, and they still reside in the Stockbridge area.
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by Shuyler Clark
Fifteen-year-old Virgil Knox was attacked by a monster, but no one believes him. His family is quick to tell him 

it was a bear or an alligator that attacked him, and his classmates torment him relentlessly in school and on social 
media. As everyone around Virgil tries to silence him, he is torn between trying to move on from the attack or 

Monsters become metaphor in this young adult novel

Shuyler Clark

Reading Between the Lines

hunting down the monster and exacting vengeance.
"Howl" is the latest speculative young-adult novel from Shaun David Hutchinson. The plot serves as 

a metaphor for sexual assault, accurately portraying the physical and mental harm that befalls victims. 
The gaslighting Virgil experiences is the most prevalent aspect of the metaphor, with people constantly 
downplaying and dismissing his trauma. Not only is it accurate to the ridicule real survivors face, it also 
makes Virgil's questionable decisions throughout the novel more understandable as he tries to overcome the 
contempt through unhealthy means.

In this regard, Hutchinson also excelled at depicting how family members and close friends can fall short 
when faced with traumatic events. People like Virgil's boyfriend, Luca, were quick to dismiss the notion of 
a monster existing in the area, while Virgil's family shut down all talk of the attack after the initial doctor 
visits. While Virgil was already suffering as the result of a move to the opposite side of the United States 
and leaving his mother and friends behind, their further ostracization demonstrates how survivors can feel 
isolated, perfectly complementing the metaphor.

Hutchinson's writing style also supplements the trauma narrative. First-person perspective is the ideal 
format for any story detailing a survivor's struggles, and Hutchinson improves upon this through use of repetition. During triggering 
moments throughout the book, he repeats Virgil's thoughts from the attack, bolding them for emphasis. This technique further 
demonstrates the effect of trauma on the psyche as survivors can experience the feeling of reliving the event during the healing 
process.

"Howl" is the latest 
speculative young-adult 
novel from Shaun David 
Hutchinson. Photo from 
Amazon.com

As a metaphor for sexual assault, the monster works as a 
plot device, especially for younger audiences. However, it 
would be nice to see more of the monster itself. While Virgil is 
terrified he is also becoming a monster, implying a werewolf-
like transformation, the focus is mostly on his own recovery and 
navigating life following the attack. This works for the metaphor 
that Hutchinson was leaning into, but it also means the monster 
thread comes to a somewhat unsatisfying conclusion. Leaning 
into the supernatural elements might have made for a more well-
rounded story.

In addition, stronger side characters would also enhance the 
narrative. As a consequence of focusing on Virgil's recovery, 
characters like his friends and family have less opportunity for 
growth. This would be a prime opportunity to demonstrate how 
people should respond to assault allegations, but the lack of 
development from the nonbelievers makes that aspect fall flat.

Taken both literally and metaphorically, "Howl" is an intense 
novel ideal for fans of psychological thrillers. While lacking 
in the supernatural department, Hutchinson's writing style and 
excellent use of allegory make it a thought-provoking read.

Shuyler Clark is a graduate of Stockbridge High School and 
Lansing Community College. When she is not reading or writing, 
she can be found snuggling with her birds.
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Ask an Expert: How do 
you protect your car 
from road salt?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
When winter weather strikes, salt and sand 

are excellent tools to provide a safe road for 
drivers. Salt melts the ice even when temperatures are below 
freezing, and sand keeps the salt in place.

But while salt and sand help your car grip the road in less-
than-favorable weather, they also can spell trouble for a car's 
finish or even cause vehicle damage.

Fortunately, there are a few steps you can take to protect your 
car this winter.

Wash and wax the exterior of your car. Getting a car wash 
isn't just something for the spring and summer months. In fact, 
keeping your car washed and waxed regularly in the winter 
is one of the best things you can do to prevent salt and sand 
damage to your vehicle. Cars should be washed, if possible, 
every two weeks during the winter, including the undercarriage 
where salt can get stuck. Vehicles also should be washed 
after each snowfall, if possible. Winter also often means cold 
temperatures. If it's below freezing, hold off on your car wash 
until the temperature rises. Otherwise, water may freeze on your 
car's surface and cause damage, too.

As for waxing, cars should be waxed every three months 
during the year. Be sure to get your car waxed before the first 
snowfall is expected in your area and consider applying a 
ceramic coating for added protection.

Clean the car's tires. Snow and ice can get stuck and freeze 
in your car's wheel wells – often taking salt, sand, or even bits of 
dirt or asphalt with them. Over time, these can damage your car's 
undercarriage or the wheel well. Be sure to clear debris from 
around the wheels before you hit the road, and target these areas 
when washing your car in the winter.

Plan your driving around weather (if possible). These 
days, roads are almost always pre-treated ahead of an expected 
snowfall or ice storm. That means salt is on the road even before 
the first snowflake falls. 

See Ask an Expert on page 27.
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John Robinson

by John Robinson
Q: OK, settle an argument: Did the Beatles ever record any instrumentals?
A: Yup. The first Beatle instrumental was "Cry For A Shadow," composed by John Lennon and George Harrison 

in the early '60s. The instrumental "Flying," composed by all four Beatles, is found on the 1967 "Magical Mystery 
Tour" soundtrack; its original title was "Aerial Tour Instrumental." The Beatles recorded a nice handful of unreleased 

instrumentals that are available on bootlegs and even on their "Anthology" CDs. Other songs that came close to being instrumentals are "Wild 
Honey Pie" and "Revolution 9" (from "The White Album") and "The End" (from "Abbey Road"). After the band split up, the solo Beatles 
released instrumentals on their releases, the best being George Harrison's extended jams on his "All Things Must Pass" album.

Q: There was a remake of Neil Diamond's song "Girl, You'll Be A Woman Soon" in the '90s, and I would like to know who the artist is.
A: Neil Diamond's original 1967 version (about a girl losing her virginity) went Top 10; the 1994 remake was by Urge Overkill. The song 

gained a whole new popularity when it appeared in Quentin Tarantino's film "Pulp Fiction." Diamond wrote the song based on his concert 
audience; he couldn't believe all those teenage girls in the audience were actually screaming for him and ended up writing this song for them.

Q: The Cowsills were always one of my favorites. For a long time I've been interested in the connection between them and the 
Partridge Family. Is there any more inside stuff you can tell about the Cowsills?

A: In the late '50s, the group got its roots when their dad, Bud, was a Navy recruiter in Ohio. He and wife Barbara suggested (made) sons 
Bill and Bob take guitar lessons. Once they were good enough, they performed at church dances and eventually made an appearance on 
"The Gene Carroll Show" in Cleveland. In the mid '60s, Bill and Bob were joined by brothers Barry and John; by now, Bud left the Navy to 
manage his sons' career. They were making appearances in their home state of Rhode Island when someone from the "Today Show" spotted 
them, leading to an appearance on the program. This led to a record contract with Mercury Records and then to MGM Records, where their 
hits started coming. After eight chart songs (from 1967-1969) they broke up in 1971. In the mid '70s, Barry, Bill and brother Paul formed the 
band Bridey Murphy, and in 1978, Paul, John and Barry recorded an album titled "Cocaine Drain," which remains unreleased, due to family 
members objecting to its content. To this day, they don't even like to talk about it! And finally, the late Bill Cowsill became a country solo 
singer and later formed the group Blue Shadows, who recorded two albums. Barry died after becoming a victim of Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

See Rock 'n' Roll on page 10.

The Beatles' music included several instrumentals
Rock 'n' Roll Trivia



      January 20238

Stockbridge Township 
Meeting Minutes Dec. 19, 2022

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting to order on December 19, 2022 
at 7:31pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer James Wireman, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell Trustee Terry Sommer 
Member absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board regular meeting agenda as 
printed Sommer Second all In Favor Motion 
Carried
Citizen’s Comments Discussion 
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board meeting minutes from 
November 21, 2022 as printed Wetherell Second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Wireman Motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Financial report from April 1, 2022 to 
December 19, 2022 as printed Sommer Second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business
Muraf motion to un table the Stockbridge 
Township Wind Ordinance Wireman Second All 
in Favor Motion Carried
Wireman motion on page 19 # 19 4 lines down 
to remove (b) an acceptable letter of credit 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Wireman motion to remove on page 13 (o) third 
line down an agreement and only keep bond 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion carried
Muraf motion to except the Stockbridge 

Township Wind Ordinance as written with the 
above corrections Wetherell Second Roll Call 
Vote Wetherell Yes, Muraf Yes, Wireman Yes, 
Sommer Yes, Lantis Yes Motion Carried 
Wireman motion to raise the renovation budget 
for 219 Elm from $75,000.00 to $100,000.00 
to put in an additional reset room for the 
Stockbridge Area Senior Center Sommer 
Second Roll Call Vote Muraf Yes, Sommer Yes, 
Wireman Yes, Wetherell Yes, Lantis Yes All in 
Favor Motion Carried
New Business
Discussion on Handicap parking. Parking will 
stay as is 
Muraf motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Insurance bid from Burnham and 
Flower for $18,046.00 for 2023 with the add 
on of Casualty & Property Limited Terrorism 
Coverage Sommer Second Roll call Vote 
Wetherell Yes, Wireman Yes, Sommer Yes, 
Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge 
Township Monthly bills in the amount of 
$85,237.21 Wireman Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Citizen Comments 7:55PM discussion
Sommer motion to close open session and open 
close session Wireman Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Closed Session
Sommer motion to close close session and open 
open session Wetherell Second All in Favor 
open session open 
Lantis motion to end the Stockbridge Township 
regular board meeting at 8:25PM Wetherell 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried 
BM

UTPD Activity November 1-30, 2022
Tuesday 11/1 - Animal Complaint-Treelane 
Dr./M-106, Property Damage Accident-Unadilla 
Rd./Doyle Rd., Assist EMS-W. M-36/Cedar Lake 
Rd.
Wednesday 11/2 - Animal Complaint-Wasson 
Rd.-Dutcher Rd., Assist Ems-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr., Traffic Stop-W. M-36/Kathyrn Ct., 
Welfare Check-San Marino Ave./San Juan Ct., 
Welfare Check-Dutcher Rd./Schafer Rd.
Thursday 11/3 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle 
Ct., Traffic Stop-Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd., Respond 
to Alarm-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct., Disturbance/
Trouble-E. Trebesh Cir./Livermore Rd. 
Friday 11/4 - Disturbance/Trouble-Kathryn 
Ct./W. M-36, Malicious Destruction of 
Property-Kathryn Ct./W. M-36, Suspicious 
Situation-M-36/Main St., Traffic Stop-Main St/
Bullis Rd.
Saturday 11/5 - Citizen Assist-Kathryn 
Ct./W.M-36, Assist EMS-E. Trebesh Cir./
Livermore Rd., Assist UTFD-Bowdish Rd./
Walnut Ln., Respond to Alarm-Kaiser Rd./Sunset 
Dr., Electrical Hazard-Arnold Rd./M-36
Sunday 11/6 - Animal lnformation-M-36/Main 
St., Assist EMS-Wasson Rd./Bull Run Rd.
 Monday 11/7 - Citizen Assist-M-36/Main St., 
Assist EMS-E. Trebesh Cir./Livermore Rd. 
lntimidation/Threats/Harassment-W. Trebesh 
Cir./Winifred Ct.
Tuesday 11/8 - Property Damage 
Accident-M-36/Plainfield Rd., Stalking-Hadley 
Rd./Barnum, Animal Complaint-Kathryn Ct./W. 
M-36, Traffic Stop-Dexter Trl./Van Syckle Rd., 
Warrant Arrest Criminal-Dexter Trl./M-36
Wednesday 11/9 - Prisoner Transport-Webb St., 
Assist EMS-Doyle Rd.-Doyle Ct. 
Friday 11/11 - Assist EMS-Templar Ave.-
Doyle Rd., Disturbance/Nuisance-Bradley Rd./
Plainfield Rd. 
Sunday 11/13 - Lost/Found Animal-Dexter 
Trl./M-36, Assist Other Agency-Patterson Lake 
Rd./Glenbrook Rd., Domestic Physical-Park Dr./
Woodside Dr.

Monday 11/14 - Larceny-Kaiser Rd./Sunset Dr., 
Assist Other Agency-Stonehouse Dr./M-106
Tuesday 11/15 - Property Damage Accident-W. 
M-36/Dreamcatcher, Welfare Check-Spearswood 
Dr./fhornton Dr.
Thursday 11/17 - Abandoned Vehicle-
Hadley Rd.-Barnum, Welfare Check-Dutcher 
Rd.-W. Schafer Rd., Assist EMS-Holmes Rd.-
Williamsville Rd.
Friday 11/18 - Animal Complaint-Williamsville 
Rd./San Luray Dr., Property Damage Accident-
Wasson Rd./Bull Run Rd. 
Saturday 11/19 - Welfare Check-Stockbridge St/
Cass St., Property Damage Accident-M-36/Dutton 
Rd., Assist EMS-Williamsville Rd./Unadilla Rd.
Sunday 11/20 - Property Damage Accident-
Morton Rd./M-106
Monday 11/21 - Animal Complaint-Stockbridge 
St/Cass St., Respond to Alarm-Kane Rd./Green 
Rd., Park/Traffic Complaint-Mickey Lane/M-36, 
Assist EMS-W. M-36/Barton Rd.
Tuesday 11/22 - Welfare Check-Coyote Ct/Turtle 
Trace.
Wednesday 11/23 - ATV Complaint-Dutcher 
Rd./Wasson Rd., Property Damage Accident-
Stockbridge St./Cass St.
Friday 11/25 - Animal Complaint-Bridgets Way/
Howlett Rd.
Saturday 11/26 - General Non-Criminal-Mickey 
Ln./M-36, Property Damage Accident-W. M-36/
Arnold Rd. 
Sunday 11/27 - Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr., Assist EMS-Spearswood Dr./
Thornton Dr. 
Monday 11/28 - Animal Complaint-Stockbridge 
St/Cass St.
Tuesday 11/29 - Citizen Assist-Bullis Rd./Bird Ln.
Wednesday 11/30 - Breathing Problem-Kathryn 
Ct./w. M-36, Malicious Destruction of Property-
Bowdish Rd./Worden Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Various dates throughout January 2023– MSU Extension Programs, see Outreach in 
Action column on page 20 for program information and dates
Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday – Prepared Meals for Seniors through 
Stockbridge Area Senior Center, noon to 2 p.m. at the Stockbridge Area Senior Center
Every Wednesday - Family Storytime (ages 6 and up), 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Every Wednesday - Movers and Readers Storytime (up to age 3), 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Every Wednesday – Pop-up food distribution for anyone in need, 1 to 3 p.m. at Stockbridge 
Community Outreach
Every Thursday - Coffee Chat, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Occasional Fridays (Call Library for dates) - Keep Calm and Carry Yarn, 1 to 2 p.m.at the 
Stockbridge Library 
Jan. 3 - Sons of the American Legion Meeting, 7 to 8 p.m. at the Mackinder Glenn Post 510
Jan. 5 - Free Suicide Crisis Training, 6 to 7 p.m. at the Chelsea Wellness Center Conference 
Room
Jan. 6 - Art vs. Science Drop-in Lab (ages 8 and up), all day at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 9 - Stockbridge Community Outreach's Fresh Food Distribution, 4 to 5 p.m. at Jeruel 
Baptist Church
Jan. 9 - American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 to 8 p.m. at the Mackinder Glenn Post 510
Jan. 10 - Harlem Wizards visit Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School, 4 to 8 p.m.
Jan. 11 - Free Suicide Crisis Training, 6 to 7 p.m. at the Dexter Wellness Center Conference 
Room
Jan. 18 - 3 Cheers for Snow, 10:30 to 11 a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 18 - Third Wednesday's After-hours Book Group, 6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library 
Jan. 19 - Third Thursday's Book Group, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 20 - Art vs. Science Drop-in Lab (ages 8 and up), all day at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 22 - How Do Birds Fly?, 2 to 3 p.m. at the Eddy Discovery Center
Jan. 23 - Stockbridge Area Arts Council Annual meeting and mixer, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Presbyterian Church 
Jan. 24 - American Legion Ladies Auxiliary Meeting, 7 to 8 p.m. at the Mackinder Glenn 
Post 510
Jan. 29 - Animal Tracks, 2 to 3 p.m. at the Eddy Discovery Center

For more community events visit: www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
To add your community events to our free community calendar, email submissions 
to stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.

Community Calendar

Waterloo Township Board Meeting 
Unapproved Minutes Nov 22, 2022 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, McAlister, Kitley, Walz, Beck. 
Also present: 3 residents.
Public Comment: None
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support 
from McAlister to accept the consent agenda 
as presented. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 
Kitley motioned with support from Walz to pay 
Post Audit bills in the amount of $5,149.53. 
Roll call vote: Yes/ Walz, Kitley, Lance, 
Beck, McAlister. No/none. Motion carried. 
Deputy Moore’s report for October was as 
follows: Deputy Moore and deputies assigned 
to Waterloo Township worked 170 hours and 
patrolled 2,446 miles. Deputies responded to 
29 calls for service. Deputies conducted 28 
traffic stops and issued 15 citations. Deputies 
investigated 2 property damage traffic crashes. 
The Sheriff’s Office responded to 16 calls for 
service. The Michigan State Police responded to 
14 calls for service.
Correspondence: Lance read an email received 
on advertising and stated that we need more 
information to totally understand it. 
Old Business: 
New Business: 
Parks & Recreation: Walz stated that they had 
no meeting in November due to the election. She 
will be applying for grants now that the Parks 
and Recreation Updated Plan is approved.
Planning Commission: Planning Commission 
report was given by Beck. They are working 
on the zoning ordinance text changes and will 
be moving forward to getting the laptop and 
mapping program. 
• The quote was read for the Planning 
Commission laptop for mapping and ordering 
is on hold until we hear from the Planning 
Commission members who are working on this.

• Lance motioned with support from McAlister 
to approve the boundary adjustment for Paulette 
Hessenbruch, resulting in Parcel A 000-10-01-
126-002-00 and Parcel B 000-10-01-126-003-00 
becoming Parcel A now as 002-10-01-126-002-
01 and Parcel B 000-10-01-126-003-01. Aye/all; 
no/none. Motion carried.
• Lance read the road report from MDOT and 
Beck said he would check out all of the roads 
and the Board will decide which ones may be in 
worse condition and more in need of repair. It 
was tabled until December.
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister 
to change the December Board meeting to 
December 19 due to a schedule conflict. Aye/all; 
no/none. Motion carried. 
Other Business That Comes Before the Board: 
Lance stated that he was here for the day 
on November 8th election day. He said that 
everything ran very smoothly with no issues. 
Beck also updated the Board on the Clear Lake 
Road issue and said that things are cleaned 
up and look much better. If it gets bad again, 
another hearing is scheduled for March 26th 
tentatively. Walz also asked if Green Road was 
opened yet, and Lance said he would check in 
and ask for a progress report.
Public Comment: None.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 7:33 p.m. Aye/all; no/
none. 
The next Planning Commission meeting will 
be Tuesday, December 20, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
The next regular board meeting will be on 
December 19, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. This change 
is due to a scheduling conflict. Minutes will 
be published in the Stockbridge Community 
News at the end of each month, on our website 
waterlootwpmi.gov and on our Facebook page 
at: waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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From CADL Stockbridge

In January, join a book group or watch 
a movie from the Stockbridge Library

by Head Librarian 
Sherri McConnell

If reading is your 
favorite winter activity 
and you like to discuss 
what you're reading 
with others, CADL 
Stockbridge offers 
two book discussion 
groups. The After-

hours Book Group meets at the library on the third Wednesday of the 
month (Jan. 18) at 6:30 p.m. The group will be discussing "The Heirloom 
Garden" by Viola Shipman. 

The Third Thursday Book Group meets at the library on the third 
Thursday (Jan. 19) at 11:30 a.m. The group will be discussing "The 
Lincoln Highway" by Amor Towles. Ask Stockbridge Library staff for 
details. 

When I think of January, I think of staying indoors, eating popcorn, 
and watching movies. I do get outside and cross-country ski on nearby 
trails, but then I get to warm up with a movie and hot chocolate. CADL 
offers several ways to watch movies. 

Both new and old DVD and Blu-ray movies can be checked out for 
seven days. If Stockbridge doesn't have the movie you're looking for, 
another CADL branch is likely to have it. You can place a hold from 
home or have library staff help you. 

There also are two streaming services, free with your library card. 
Hoopla has movies and series for all age ranges including a highlighted 
kids' section, exercise and yoga videos, collections from "The Great 
Courses," and documentaries from the Curiosity Stream channel. Our 
other streaming service, Kanopy, also offers an excellent kids' section 
with series from public television including "Sesame Street," and "Read 
Aloud" video storybooks. You also will find classic and foreign films, 
family films, reality TV series, British TV series and documentaries to 
name a few. Find your next movie adventure with your library card. 

Capital Area District Libraries' Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 
Wood St. For more information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 

Photo provided by CADL Stockbridge.
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Q: How come I never hear The Doors' song "The 
Unknown Soldier" on the radio?

A: Hmm. The song just grazed the Top 40 in 1968 but all 
we ever hear are their other hits. "The Unknown Soldier" 
was taken from their 1968 album "Waiting for the Sun" 
and also was made into one of The Doors' extremely rare 
music videos. Jim Morrison wrote the song based on his 
reaction to the Vietnam War and the way American TV 
news programs portrayed it; proven in lyrics like "breakfast 
where the news is read / television children fed" about 
children seeing these bloody events during TV newscasts 
(along with other political statements). In the middle of the 
song the instruments make the sounds of gunfire. When The 
Doors performed the song live, Robby Krieger would point 
his guitar at Morrison, the gunshot sounds were made and 
Morrison would fall screaming on the ground. It's possible 
Oldies stations don't play this song because it reminds us of 
the horrors of war. In reality, the song only made it to No. 
39, so clueless radio programmers probably just ignore it.

Q: Are there any early recordings of The Turtles 
available?

A: There sure are. The best place to find their early hits, 
like "It Ain't Me, Babe," "Let Me Be," "You Baby" and 
many others are at sundazed.com or at Rhino Records. 
Also, before they became The Turtles, they were a surf band 
called The Crossfires; you can find those recordings at the 
aforementioned Sundazed website. In 1965, The Crossfires 
changed their name to the "Tyrtles," using the letter "y" 
as a tribute to The Byrds. They changed the spelling to 
"Turtles" not long afterward. In 1966, the band appeared in 
a little-known film, "Out Of Sight" and went on to have a 
total of 17 Hot 100 singles until 1970 when the band split 
up. Kaylan and Volman joined Frank Zappa's Mothers Of 
Invention and later performed as a duo, Flo & Eddie.

Q: What's the name of the guy who did the 
instrumental "Classical Gas"?

A: That's Mason Williams, who took the tune to No. 2 in 
1968. At the time he wrote and recorded this instrumental, 
Williams was a gag writer for the CBS-TV program "The 
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour." Larry Knechtel, who 
would later become a member of Bread, plays piano on 
the record. According to BMI (the performing rights 
organization that represents songwriters, composers and 
music publishers), "Classical Gas" has been played over the 
radio more times than any other instrumental.

John Robinson grew up in Stockbridge and graduated 
from Stockbridge High School in 1969.

He's been an author, TV host, columnist, actor, producer, 
emcee and radio broadcaster. Robinson's favorite music of 
all time includes surf, psychedelia, garage bands, Motown 
and just plain ol' good-time rock 'n' roll. To read more rock 
'n' roll trivia, "Paranormal Michigan" stories, and lots 
more, check out Robinson's books on his author page at 
facebook.com/johnrobinsonauthor.

Rock 'n' Roll page 7

Viola (or "Vi") Silcox was born, raised, and married in Dixon County, Virginia. At 
the age of 18 she left her parents and six siblings to marry William Garland Ashby 
(aka: "Jack"). Vi and Jack had one son and two daughters, and you just have to love 
their names: Ritzy, Joetta and Zella. Husband Jack worked at a shipyard and Viola 
was a stay-at-home mom. 

Later, Viola met her second husband, Luster Gilliam in Ohio. The couple fostered 
newborns for 10 years. When they were in their early 40s, Vi and Luster attempted 
to adopt a young boy who was with them for two years, but unfortunately, they were 
told they were too old. 

Vi and Luster eventually moved to Michigan, where they were very involved with 
the Ypsilanti Missionary Baptist Church, a church her husband helped to build. It 
wasn't until 1991 that the Stockbridge chapter of Viola's story began. 

At the grand old age of 101, Viola has outlived her husbands, including her third 
husband, James Gilliam, who was Luster's brother, and whom her kids referred to as 
"Papa J." 

Vi has six grandchildren; in fact, the family likes to recall the excitement 
when two of Vi's daughters gave birth to their babies on the same day! And, like 
most families, Viola's family continues to grow. At last count, she has 12 great-
grandchildren, and 10 great-great-grandchildren. 

She also has an amazing support system in her very large extended family. The 
Silcox family (Viola's maternal relatives) meet each summer for a huge family 
reunion. Locally, Viola's family still get together for special holidays each year.

Regardless of what others think about the word "senior," Viola is making the most 
of it. She was a member of the first, unofficial senior center in Stockbridge, called 
the Golden Seniors. They met at the Township Hall where they played penny bingo 
and hosted potlucks. Now, many years later, she continues to meet with Stockbridge 
seniors at the newly opened Senior Center in town. She still plays bingo and follows 
her favorite TV shows.

Her church life has always been a strong focus for Viola, and she spent plenty of 
years doing community work and visitations. 

Viola enjoys sharing some words of wisdom passed on to her from one of her 
doctors who told her, "You're not too old, you just lack concentration." But according 
to her daughter Joetta, Viola's favorite thing to do for many years was exercise. She 
regularly visited Curves and exercised consistently until she was 90 years old. Joetta 
believes that has played a huge part in why Vi is still going strong today. (Does that 
sound like someone who lacks concentration!)

Whether you know Viola through family, through church, or through the local 
community, anyone who knows her knows this: In all her 101 years, Viola has never 
met a stranger; she treats everyone warmly and with love. 

(Special thanks to Heather Armstrong for collecting Viola’s story by reaching out 
to this Stockbridge centenarian through her daughter Joetta Young.)

Viola Gilliam page 1
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Obituaries

Perry "Pete" Fletcher
Passed away Nov. 22, 2022

Perry “Pete” Fletcher, age 64, of Jackson, Michigan, 
passed away on November 22, 2022 at Henry Ford 
Allegiance Hospital due to a long illness.

Pete had lived in Michigan most of his life. He 
loved to be outdoors and enjoyed coon hunting. He also 
helped his family working on their farm. He worked as a 
commercial carpet layer for over 20 years, and he was a 
mechanic and enjoyed working on cars and trucks.

Pete enjoyed spending time with his family and his 
grandchildren. They were so very special to him, and he 
loved them beyond measure. Two and a half years ago, 
he made peace with God and accepted Jesus as his Lord 
and Saviour.

In September of 1981, Pete married Carol Sue 
(Arnold), and she survives. Also, surviving are his children, Jordon Fletcher 
of Jackson, Jessica Fletcher of Jackson, and Jacob Fletcher of Georgia, Chad 
Back of Jackson; three sisters, Louise Hale and Kathy “Pat” (Powell) Perkins, 
all of Stockbridge, and Charlette (Dan) Freeman of Jackson; sister-in-law, Carol 
Fletcher; eight grandchildren, Joshua (Bailey) Fletcher, Maison Fletcher, Emmalee 
Laraway, Shaian Fletcher, A.J. “Buck'' Hickman, Cayden Beaman, Connor 
Beaman, and Mandalinn Back; along with several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Wheeler and Mae Fletcher, a son, 
Joshua Fletcher, two brothers, Frank “George” Fletcher and Johnnie Fletcher, 
a sister, Bonnie Back, a nephew, Jerry Phillips, and a great-great-niece, Ruby 
Fletcher. 

A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, February 4, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. at 
Highest Praise Worship Center, 5107 S. Clinton St, Stockbridge. 

Perry “Pete” Fletcher

Genevieve M. "Genny" 
Patrick Feb. 22, 1927 

to Dec. 12, 2022

Genevieve M. "Genny" Patrick, age 95, went to be 
with her Lord and Savior on Monday, December 12, 2022. 
Genny was born on February 22, 1927 in Monroe, MI to 
James Levi and Sarah (Navarre) Baum.

She had lived in the Stockbridge area since she was 
three years old. Genny enjoyed crocheting, quilting, and 
canning. She was a wonderful baker, baking bread and 
making specialty cakes for graduation and weddings. She 
worked for Dart Container for 20 years. She was also a 
member of Jeruel Baptist Church.

Genny is survived by six children, Wanda Bradley 
of Jackson, Charlene Brown of Pleasant Lake, Doug 
(Carol) Patrick of Grass Lake, Calleen (Larry) Cavender 
of Munith, Dianna (Ted) Carpenter of Stockbridge, and 

Genevieve M. "Genny" Patrick

Carson (Toni) Patrick of Munith; 17 grandchildren, 45 great-grandchildren (plus 
1 on the way), and 21 great-great-grandchildren; one sister, Dorothy Salyer of 
Stockbridge, and two brothers, James (Edna) Baum of Alabama, and Laverne 
Baum of Pleasant Lake. She was preceded in death by her son, Dakota Patrick, 
and infant son, Mark Patrick, grandson, Joseph D. Brown, great-grandson, Casey 
Kemplin, sister, Myrtle Doxtader, and brother, Merlin Baum.

Funeral Services were held on Friday, December 16, 2022, at Jeruel Baptist 
Church with Pastor Josh Swieringa officiating. Burial followed at North Waterloo 
Cemetery. The family received friends at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home on 
Thursday, December 15, 2022, as well as on Friday at the church from 10:00 a.m. 
until the time of service.

Memorial contributions may be made to Jeruel Baptist Church or Harmony 
Cares Hospice. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home.

If you wish to have a death notice included in a future edition and posted on the SCN 
website, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
• Daniel James Machialik, of Gregory, died Nov. 10, 2022
• Roger Dale Messner, of Munith, died Nov. 15, 2022.
• Judith Ann "Judy" Shevrovich, of Stockbridge, died Dec. 6, 2022

Death Notices

Beverly Elaine Hicks, age 75, of Stockbridge, MI, passed away on November 
24, 2022 at her home. Beverly was born on July 25, 1947 in Stockbridge, MI to 
Floyd and Eleanor (Brooks) Cosgray.

Beverly had lived in the Stockbridge area her entire life. She graduated from 
Stockbridge High School, and she loved helping people. She loved animals, 
especially her cats. She worked for Pfizer for 41 years.

On January 4, 1969, she married Gary W. Hicks, and he survives. Also surviving 
are her sister, Marjorie Cosgray of Stockbridge; sisters-in-law: Barbara Imhoff 
of Williamston, Sandra Allen of Ovid, Betty (Chris) Rector of Williamston, and 
Pamela (Dan) Fournier of Perry; many cousins, and her mother-in-law, Mary Hicks 
of Okemos. She was preceded in death by her parents.

Per her family's wishes, she will be cremated, and services will be private. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home.

Beverly Elaine Hicks

Joseph Patrick 
Davison Oct. 13, 1944 

to Dec. 21, 2022

Joseph Patrick Davison, age 78, of Gregory, MI, 
passed away on December 21, 2022 at his home. He was 
born October 13, 1944 in Detroit, Michigan, the son of 
John and Shirley (Mannix) Davison.

Pat married Ardyth Lee (Doss) on June 3, 1966, and 
she survives. Also surviving are two children, Scott 
Davison of Gregory, and Colleen Shields of Gregory; three 
grandchildren, Brianna, Gabrielle, and Lukas; and two 
brothers, Paul (Dieth) Davison of Norway, and Phil (Jane) 
Davison of Wisconsin. He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

Pat had lived in the Gregory area for the past 36 years, 
moving from South Lyon. He attended the Command 
and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, KS. He 

Joseph Patrick Davison

served in the United States Army for 24 years, and was a member of the American 
Legion Mackinder-Glenn Post #510. He loved his Ford 8N tractor, and he loved to 
mow. He also enjoyed clogging and spending time with his family, especially his 
grandchildren.

Visitation was held on Wednesday, December 28, 2022, at Caskey-Mitchell 
Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

Funeral services were held on Thursday, December 29, 2022, 11:00 a.m., at 
Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home. Burial followed at Ft. Custer National Cemetery 
in Augusta Twp., MI. Memorial contributions may be made to Disabled American 
Veterans or Livingston County EMS.

William Neuenschwander, age 98, of Stockbridge, MI, died December 18, 
2022, at Chelsea Hospital. Bill was born July 8, 1924 in Switzerland to Gottfried 
and Emma (Brechbuhl) Neuenschwander.

After emigrating to, first Canada, then the US, Bill was a Tool and Die Maker, 
retiring from Republic Tool & Die,,in 1989, having moved to Stockbridge in 1981, 
where he and his wife Esther owned a farm and raised Angora goats. In 2020, Bill 
moved to Silver Maples Assisted Livinng in Chelsea.

Bill was predeceased by Esther, his wife of 56 years, in 2011. He is survived 
by his sister Erika, of,Switzerland. Also surviving are three children, William 
(Barbara) Neuenschwander of Dearborn, Dr. James (Patricia) Neuenschwander of 
White Lake, and John (Genevieve) Neuenschwander of Ann Arbor, 6 grandchildren 
and 4 great-grandchildren.

William Neunschwander
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Bridge to Wellness

Chelsea Hospital offering free suicide crisis 
training to learn steps to help save lives

by Emily Stewart
In January 2021, the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition (SAWC) started the Bridge 

to Wellness monthly column to promote health and well-being in our community by 
focusing on the main themes of the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation. Over the past two years, 
we encouraged members of the community to be healthier by providing information Photo credit Dan Meyers via unsplash.com

related to exercise, fitness and nutrition. In 2023, we look forward to sharing helpful resources and tips on topics related to avoiding unhealthy substances, 
connecting with others, and mental health.

This month, we would like to highlight a training opportunity to learn steps to help save lives. Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) teaches participants how 
to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, persuade and refer someone to help. 

Who should get trained? Anyone age 14 and older (due to content), including faith communities, health care staff, school staff, first responders, 
parents, grandparents, caregivers and community members. 

Upcoming free in-person trainings: 
• Thursday, Jan. 5, 6-7 p.m. Chelsea Wellness Center Conference Room, 14800 E. Old U.S. Highway 12, Chelsea, MI 48118
• Wednesday, Jan. 11, 6-7 p.m. Dexter Wellness Center, 2810 Baker Road, Dexter, MI 48130
Registration is encouraged. To register or if you have questions, please email Sarah.wilczynski@trinity-health.org.
If you are unable to attend in-person, there is a free, self-paced, online training available to those in the Chelsea Hospital service area who are age 14 

and older.
To register for the online QPR Training, please follow the instructions below:
1. Navigate to: qprtraining.com/setup. 
2. Enter the organization code "SJMC"
3. Select "Create Account"
4. Complete and submit the student registration form by entering your name and email address.
     • QPR will display and email the newly created username and password for your account. You will need this information to log into your training 

account. 
     • You can now log in to training at qprtraining.com. You can click the training link from inside the page displaying your username and password. 

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition. Emily Stewart is the coalition vice-chair 
and SRSLY Stockbridge Coalition director with the Community Health Improvement Team at Chelsea Hospital. 
The QPR Trainings are being offered as part of Chelsea Hospital's Mental Health Awareness and Training (MHAT) 
Program. For more information, please visit stjoeshealth.org/mhat or email Sarah.wilczynski@trinity-health.org.

For example, the school secretary at Smith Elementary dressed up as the Grinch to visit 
classrooms and deliver Christmas socks to all the staff in the building. At Smith, second 
grade teacher Laura Whitaker and secretary Misty Welch coordinated the events. 

Heritage staff members also enjoyed their 12 days with the help of 3rd grade teacher Lisa 
Bolton and Resource teacher Nicky Borowy as coordinators of the events. Borowy shared 
that they had multiple staff members express their delight and gratitude as the stretch from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas can feel very long. Fifth grade teacher Amber Robidou said, "It 
has been so uplifting having something to look forward to each day as we make it to the 
finish line!"

Parapro Kim Killinger, who helped organize the days at the Jr./Sr. High Schools this year, 
stated, "The staff response was overwhelmingly positive! They absolutely loved all of the 
special surprises each day. We were excited to piggyback off of the idea and all the work 
that was put into creating it."

"The community is really who we need to thank for making all of this possible," 
Whitaker said. "When we asked for people to help us, we were blown away by the 
generosity of our district organizations, like the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation 
and PTO, our school board members, numerous parents, and local businesses such as Boyd 
Heating and Cooling, Mugg & Bopps, the Sweet Spot Bakery, and the Painted Owl."

As the schools wrap up 2022, the planning committee members already have ideas to 
continue the tradition for next year. They send wishes to all of the Stockbridge Community 
Schools District and the community for a wonderful holiday season!

12 Days Before Break page 1
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Published in Uncaged, Dec 2022

Tributes to traditions
How people around the world, and within 
Stockbridge, maintain their memories 
through Christmas traditions

by Ella Phillips, Uncaged Reporter
Christmas time is considered a time for traditions: 

baking, cookies, sending cards to loved ones, covering 
a tree in lights, putting a key on the porch for Santa, 
and loudly singing Christmas songs. Within all of 
these activities that people participate in, most of them 
stem from memories of the past. During the season, 
everyone has different traditions and many come from 
other cultures and traditions around the world.

However, there are some traditions in America that are not commonly practiced. For instance, La Befana, which is Italy's Santa, comes to 
the children on January 6th and not December 25th. In Austria and Germany, Krampus, based on an evil, half goat and half demon monster, 
has been scaring children for hundreds of years. Instead of rewarding children on the nice list, Krampus punishes the naughty children on 
Christmas. 

Though these traditions have not made their way to America, hiding a pickle ornament in a tree, which originated in Germany, has. The 
tradition of hiding the pickle in a tree has lots of different versions or interpretations, but the most commonly told tale is an old civil war story 
about a soldier in prison who begs a guard to give him a pickle to eat because he was starving. The guard ends up giving the soldier a pickle, 
and it sustained him until he was released, saving him from death. After, he went home and bought a pickle ornament for his Christmas tree. 
Nowadays, families, or Santa, hide it for kids so they can race to find it first and whoever finds it first is said to receive good luck for the rest of 
the year.

Stockbridge has lots of traditions such as the Festival of Lights event that recently took place on November 26th. This tradition kicks off the 
season's festivities. 

The students of Stockbridge also have traditions that they participate in within their own homes. Secret Santa is a beloved tradition that 
originated in America, and junior Dominic Hoeppner and his siblings open their secret Santa gifts on Christmas Eve. 

"I don't expect my parents to get me and my siblings gifts for Christmas half the time, so we do it so that we know we will always have a 
nice gift." Hoppener said. "It's just something that's always constant for Christmas time."

Not only do students participate in Secret Santa but it's been a long-time staff tradition that has been brought back this year. Athletics 
department assistant Karen Bradford has run this tradition for 10 years, but when COVID-19 upended regular traditions, it had never been 
brought back. The high school administration had never expressed interest in starting the tradition over until she brought it up this year.

"People need to be happy again, and enjoy Christmas time again. We have so many new staff members just in this building alone, and this 
brings us together and has us learn new things about each other. It takes us out of our own little circle and brings us into one big circle in a fun 
way," Bradford said.

In others' homes, people have different traditions that are based around people's religions, memories and past stories that maybe aren't heard 
of as often as others like leaving a key on the porch if a home does not have a chimney or putting out carrots for the reindeer.

"My favorite tradition is family Christmas pajamas," senior Josie Beutler said. "I was included last year in my boyfriend's family celebration 
of wearing matching Christmas pajamas, and that was cool. It made me feel like a member of their family being involved in something that's 
normally just for them," Beutler said.

Beutler also has her own traditions which have been celebrated for many years. Some of her traditions like Christmas dinner, which she 
calls "Epiphany," and Saint Nicholas day are from her religion. Epiphany is a very large feast, which is to "celebrate the revelation of God's 
incarnate as Jesus Christ," Beutler said.

Beutler will forever hold a special place in her heart for her family's traditions and they will be passed down to her family which she hopes 
to have in the future.

"I think I would have to keep all of them. I plan on doing St. Nicholas day, and I plan on even doing it myself this year. I feel it's important 
to keep my traditions alive."

This article is being published with minimal edits from the original, which was published in the December 2022 edition of 
Uncaged, the student-run independent student news of Stockbridge High School. For more information about Stockbridge's award-
winning student newspaper, go to https://uncagednews.com.

Uncaged articles are sponsored by The Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. SAEF is currently looking for new board 
members. For more information on SAEF, visit www.panthernet.net/our district. 
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Groups and resources that 
enrich our community

The local area is home to a wide array of nonprofit and charitable 
organizations, all for the benefit of local residents. The information below 
represents Stockbridge Community News' best efforts to compile descriptions and 
contact information. 

Not listed or notice an error? Please accept our apologies and email corrected 
information to Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail the NEWS, 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137. Also, if your organization has an event to 
advertise or announce free of charge in our “Community Calendar,” please 
contact the email above. 

American Legion Mackinder-Glenn Post 510. Founded in 1947, the 
Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Post 510 continues to be one of the pillars 
of the Stockbridge community. The post was named for two local residents who 
were killed in action during World War I. These hometown heroes were Russell 
Mackinder and J.T. Glenn. Property for the post's site was donated by William 
Domine, which caused the local Legion to purchase the balance of the land where 
the Legion stands at 830 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The post consists of Legion 
Members (Veterans), SAL (Sons of the American Legion), ALR (American 
Legion Riders, a motorcycle group) and The Auxiliary. Over the years, the post 
has sponsored a variety of activities ranging from baseball to oratory competitions 
as well as Poppy Day sales for disabled veterans and veterans having difficulty 
getting assistance from other sources or a hardship is placed upon them. They 
can be depended upon to provide memorial honor guards as needed for veterans’ 
funerals. They also host an annual Ceremony for Disposal of Unserviceable Flags 
every June. The legion does not march in the light parade, but they do have a 
trailer leading the parade. On Memorial Day they have a program at the post and 
members then march to the cemetery, where a roll call of deceased veterans is 
done. For the past few years, SAL has prepared a meal for veteran members and 
spouses on Veterans Day. Also the Legion, SAL, ALR and the Auxiliary provide 
scholarships for relatives of members. Ongoing social activities include: bingo, 
euchre, an annual Chili Cookout, Fish Fries, several times during the fall, winter 
and spring and Thursday night specials that rotate between tacos, sliders, chicken 
wings and Coney dogs. Local members participate in the Homecoming Parade 
in Stockbridge as well as in the Gregory Fourth of July Parade. Since July 2019, 
any honorably discharged veteran who served after Dec. 7, 1941, is now able to 
join the American Legion and all our welcomed to do so. Wartime service was 
previously required. The “Legion Act” as it is named was signed into law in July 
2019. Everyone is welcome to attend the games and the meals and to participate in 
any of the other activities provided throughout the year. Phone 517-851-8445.

Boy and Cub Scouts. Camping, archery, BB gun shooting, bottle/can drives, 
car washes, Pinewood Derby races—these are a few of the activities that Cub 
Scouts has to offer. Come join the adventure. Interested? Want info? Contact Mike 
Stoffer at phone 734-355-3070 or email at mikestoffer8@gmail.com.

Churches: The Stockbridge area is home to a wide assortment of churches and 
religious organizations. Currently recorded churches in our area are:

• First Presbyterian, 101 S. Center. Contact Linda or Kate at 517-851-7015.
• Stockbridge United Methodist, 219 East Elizabeth. Contact: Elizabeth, 517-

851-7676.
• St. Cornelian and Cyprion Catholic, Catholic Church Road. Contact Bonnie 

at 517-589-8492 or bonnie@saintsjcc.org.
• Gregory Community Church, 126 Church St., Gregory. 734-498-2541.
• Trinity Lutheran, Pinckney.
• Stockbridge Church of Christ, 4783 S. M-52, Stockbridge. 517-851-8141.
• Highest Praise Worship Center, 5107 Clinton, Stockbridge. 517-851-7758.
• Crossroads Community Church, 950 S. Clinton, Stockbridge. 517-851-

7075.
• First Methodist Church of Waterloo, Territorial Road, Stockbridge. 517-

851-7287.
• Good Shepherd Mission, 5050 E. M-36. 517-851-9800.
• Jeruel Baptist Church, 11400 Plum Orchard Road, Munith. 517-596-2128.

• Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 15800 Graves Road, Gregory. 734-
498-2601.

• Millville United Methodist Church, 1932 N. M-52, Stockbridge. 517-851-
7853.

• Munith United Methodist, 122 N. M-36, Munith. 517-596-2441.
• Plainfield United Methodist Church, 17845 M-36, Stockbridge. 517-851-

7651.
• Southwest Church of Nazarene, 1455 Holmes Road, Gregory. 734-498-

2682.
• Trinity Pentecostal Church, 4935 Freiermuth Road. 517-565-3310.
• Unadilla Presbyterian Church, 20175 Williamsville Road, Gregory. 734-

498-7114.
The Stockbridge Community News is pleased to allocate special sections of 

the December and April print editions to numerous holiday activities underway 
in these organizations. Please see our online and print “Community Calendar” for 
specific church activities and events each month.

Friends of the Stockbridge Library. Organizes the annual Silent Auction 
and helps with book sales. The Friends help with programming and purchasing 
needed items for the Stockbridge Library. For info, contact P.O. Box 802 or email 
eileenconti50@gmail.com.

Girl Scouts. Enjoy field trips, camping, cultural studies and more. For info, 
contact Kate Wigent at 517-742-4741, or contact Membership Specialist Callie 
Frey with the Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan at 517-742-4741.

Happy Hustlers 4-H. Interested in 4-H? Happy Hustlers meet generally once 
a month. Any youth 5 years or older may join. The goal of 4-H is to develop 
citizenship, leadership responsibility and life skills of youth through positive 
learning programs. Whether you are interested in crafts, photography, or animals, 
you can discover these programs through Happy Hustlers 4-H Club. If interested, 
please ask to join our Happy Hustlers 4-H page or call Carrie Zeitz at 517-204-
1336 or Holly Whitaker, 517-937-9547. Meetings are held at Heritage School on 
the second Sunday of the month, 6 p.m. Check us out on Facebook.

Munith Rod & Gun Club. Spring through fall, daytime and under the lights, 
the nonprofit MR&GC sports club sponsors American Trapshooting Association 
(ATA) events and fun shoots. The trapshooter club welcomes all adults and 
accompanied minors on Friday nights at 5 p.m. for trapshooting practice April 
through October. Location: 11455 Fitchburg Road, Munith, Michigan. Contact: 
517-745-3783.

Munith/Stockbridge Community Pay It Forward Group. A local online 
outreach project solely aimed at helping our community and neighbors at the 
micro level. Though the local economy has improved since PIF's founding in 
2012, the mission to bring aid to those in need remains. With neighbors helping 
neighbors throughout the surrounding communities, the group’s format and 
guidelines are simple: If you are in need of help, it doesn't matter what it is, post 
it. Not comfortable asking publicly? Contact one of the administrators privately 
and confidentially. Know someone in need? Post for them. Someone will see it and 
help. Your kid needs a winter coat? Good chance someone on this page will have 
one. Public Announcements, Lost and Found Pets and Employment Opportunities. 
This is not a “For Sale” page and all items must be donated freely. Have an item 
you no longer want or need? Post it. Chances are a neighbor will want or need it. 
Need a ride to work because your car broke down? Post it. Maybe someone on 
here is going that way. Can’t pay the light bill? If we can’t help here, we will put 
you in contact with someone who can.

Now, if you see someone post something and you can help them, times are 
hard and we have all been there. Some are blessed with more than what they 
need, and others don’t have enough. Connect with us on Facebook at Munith/
Stockbridge Community Pay it Forward Group or email us via our sister group at 
wakeupstockbridge@gmail.com.

Open Air Market of Stockbridge. A 501(c)3 Farmers Market held every 
Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge Township Square from first Friday 
in May through October. Local and regional musicians perform in the gazebo 
between 5:30 and 7 p.m. May through September. Our products include local 
honey, eggs, jam, granola varieties, maple syrup, bread, pies, coffeecake, zucchini 
bread, cookies, cupcakes, and more. 

Continued on page 16.
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Open Air Market of Stockbridge cont. Produce and fruits include fresh corn, 
tomatoes, potatoes, beans, squash, broccoli, cauliflower, peppers, garlic, herbs, 
greens, rhubarb, apples, peaches, pears, plums, strawberries and melons. In the 
spring we have bedding plants and flowers and in summer we have cut flowers. 
Artisan crafts include handmade soaps, candles, herbal lotions and sprays, baskets, 
knitted items and art. We welcome other nonprofit organizations to set up booths 
for free. Off season, the event continues indoors on select dates. The Market 
has four winter markets in the Presbyterian Church Hall on the second Saturday 
of January, February, March, April (dates can change) from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
with local musicians from noon to 2 p.m.. Contact information: OAM, P.O. Box 
382, Stockbridge, MI 49285, 517-851-7437, suznort@juno.com, and we are on 
Facebook.

Panther Cubs PTO. A 501(C)(3) nonprofit comprised of parent volunteers, 
teachers and administrators. The mission of the PTO is to support the needs of 
the staff and students of Stockbridge schools. Funds raised by the group pay for 
teacher supplies, field trip transportation, movie licensing, special assemblies, 
playground equipment and more. The PTO also organizes events such as family 
fun nights, dances for students and teacher appreciation lunches. Meetings are 
held at Heritage Elementary the first Tuesday of the month at 4 p.m. Additionally 
a parent volunteer meeting will be held the third Tuesday of the month at Heritage 
at 6 p.m. with the first meeting Jan. 17, 2023. Want to receive our monthly 
newsletter? Want more information? Interested in being a part? Check us out on 
Facebook at https://facebook.com/panthercubspto/ 

Shop Rat Foundation. Founded in 2004 by manufacturing entrepreneur, Chris 
Salow, the Shop Rat Foundation promotes and provides learning opportunities for 
youth enrolled in grades 6-12 to gain a better understanding of the manufacturing 
industry through participation in Shop Rat Education Program offerings. The 
Foundation’s mission is “to ignite interest in manufacturing careers among 
youth through innovation and outreach.” Its educational program incorporates 
hands-on, project-based curriculum modules focused on machining, welding, 
engineering, construction and modern manufacturing (including mechatronics 
and additive manufacturing). The program is currently facilitating after-school 
classes, in-school partnership activities and summer camps in Jackson, Livingston, 
Eaton, Hillsdale, Ingham and Lenawee counties. Facilities are located at 11855 
Bunkerhill Road, Pleasant Lake, MI 49272. Can be found at www.shoprat.org. 
Contact Kelly Burr Kofflin at: shopratfoundation@gmail.com for information.

SRSLY (text language for “seriously”). SRSLY's mission is to empower 
and equip youth to reach their full potential by remaining substance-free. SRSLY 
promotes positive family, school, and community involvement. We also work 
to limit youth access to alcohol and other drugs and to reduce parental and peer 
approval of youth drug use. We focus on primary prevention, which means we 
aim to stop substance use before it ever starts. That's why we focus our efforts on 
youth ages 10-15, but our coalition is open to anyone interested in promoting a 
more positive and healthy community. SRSLY receives support from the Office 
of National Drug Control Policy's Drug-Free Communities Program, St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea, the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation, and the Coghlan Family 
Foundation. For more information or to volunteer, email info@srslystockbridge.
org or call 734-593-8089.

Visit www.srslystockbridge.org or follow SRSLY Stockbridge on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce. Focuses on helping businesses 
and residents succeed by making our community a better place to work, live, 
dine, and play. We are organized to achieve the objective of: promoting growth, 
community, and volunteerism to the communities of Gregory, Munith, and 
Stockbridge by supporting other local groups or individuals for the common good 
and organizing events to attract and retain businesses and residents. Website www.
stockbridgeareachamber.org/ or visit our Facebook page.

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. SAEF was founded in 2000 as a 
501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization affiliated with the Jackson County Community 
Foundation. SAEF offers many benefits to the Gregory, Munith and Stockbridge 
areas through the generous donations of community members and participation 

in its primary annual fundraiser, the Festival of Tables. SAEF enhances the 
educational opportunities available to all its citizens through quarterly grants and 
scholarships. Donations offer educational support to community members and 
organizations, contributing to a more positive and enriched future. Phone 517-851-
7188 or visit www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef .

Stockbridge Area Arts Council (SAAC). Is a nonprofit, all-volunteer 
organization dedicated to providing opportunities for area residents of all 
ages to participate in and enjoy the performing arts and cultural events in our 
community. Since its inception in 1990, the SAAC has improved the aesthetics 
of the Township Hall by contributing funds for a new stage curtain and audience 
seating, purchasing a new sound system, purchasing and providing ongoing 
maintenance of the grand piano, and improving the lighting system. The SAAC 
sponsors an annual art show in the Township Hall, offers an annual scholarship 
for a selected Stockbridge student to participate in a summer arts program, and 
sponsors performances by the Stockbridge Festival Chorus. SAAC meets in 
Room 108 of the Stockbridge Activity Building (former middle school). New 
members are welcome. For more info, please find us on Facebook or email: 
stockbridgeareaartscouncil@gmail.com.

The Stockbridge Area Garden Club. First established in 1984, serves the 
greater Stockbridge area. Its 20-plus members seek to beautify public areas, 
educate people on the how-to’s of flower gardening, and support civic projects. 
Among other undertakings, the garden club decorates the Township Hall and 
Square, weeds and waters the cemetery flag garden, and helps families in need 
through Stockbridge Community Outreach. Meetings are generally held the 
first Monday of the month generally at 1 p.m. All interested are invited. Contact 
risnerco@gmail.com or mail the Stockbridge Garden Club, P.O. Box 612, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285.

Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society (SAGHS). Is dedicated to 
preserving and promoting genealogical and historical information throughout the 
greater Stockbridge area. SAGHS offices are located in the Stockbridge Town Hall 
on the lower level. P.O. Box 966, Stockbridge, MI 49285. For info about general 
public meetings, please check our website: www.stockbridgeareaghs.org. Contact 
stockbridgeareaghs@hotmail.com.

Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition (SAWC). Was created by the 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation (5HF) to help improve the overall wellness of the area served 
by the former Chelsea Hospital. 5HF is a tax-exempt, private charitable foundation 
governed by a volunteer board of directors. The mission of the 5HF is to cultivate 
improvements in personal and community wellness. SAWC aims to serve all those 
within the Stockbridge school district, focusing on four pillars of health identified 
by 5HF: making healthy connections, eating better, moving more, and avoiding 
unhealthy substances. One of the first projects undertaken was to establish the 
Stockbridge Wellness Center, but other interventions include improving the trail 
systems, building and improving playgrounds and parks, helping to build the 
Heritage pavilion and community greenhouse, supporting the Open Air Market 
and Outreach’s Tide Me Over, establishing SRSLY Stockbridge and planning 
for wellness improvements for the future. All are invited, encouraged, and 
welcome to join SAWC. Other communities involved with 5HF are Chelsea, 
Dexter, Grass Lake, and Manchester. To learn more about the Stockbridge Area 
Wellness Coalition and 5HF, visit www.5healthytowns.org or www.facebook.com/
stockbridgewellnesscoalition or email jormayer76@gmail.com.

Stockbridge Athletic Boosters (SAB). Is a nonprofit organization that 
brings parents and community members together, dedicated to encouraging and 
supporting athletes and athletic programs in the Stockbridge Community School 
District. This is done through various fundraising opportunities such as event 
concessions and larger community events such as the Harlem Wizards fundraiser 
last spring, which helped purchase equipment for the new weight room in the Jr/Sr 
High School. SAB is always looking for volunteers to help work concessions and 
fundraising events, students may even work to cover pay-to-play fees. To find out 
more, find us on Facebook @Stockbridge Athletic Boosters. Stay tuned for news 
on our next big fundraising event this spring! Go Panthers!

Stockbridge Community Education. This department of the Stockbridge 
Community Schools oversees community use of the school buildings and property 
and also organizes enrichment and recreation programs for the district for all ages.

Continued on page 17.
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 Stockbridge Community Education cont. Offices are located in the Jr./
Sr. High School, 416 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. Contact Ernie Rivers Athletic 
Director/Community Education Director Phone 517-710-4122, website http://
panthernet.net/departments/community-education/ and Stockbridge Community-
Education on Facebook. Volunteers are always needed to teach a class, coach a 
team, or help at events.

Stockbridge Community Greenhouse. Is up and running. A few community 
members have shared their gardening tips with our students, and we encourage 
others to reach out to Mark LaLonde at Heritage School (517) 851-8600 if they 
would like to share information or use some of the space in the greenhouse for 
their gardening needs.

Stockbridge Community News. Is a volunteer-run, nonprofit, public 
information service operated by volunteers. Our mission is to serve as a hub of 
quality, consistent local information to build a stronger community. As an IRS 
501(C) (4) organization, we depend on the support of donors and sponsors. Over 
the course of our first three years of existence, the News has grown from a four-
page newsletter to a full-fledged public information organization. Our website 
(stockbridgecommunitynews.com) and Facebook page regularly serve more 
than 30,000 viewers each month. Our print edition, mailed monthly to more than 
9,000 households in the Stockbridge School District, reaches an estimated 19,000 
residents in the Stockbridge, Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg area and portions of 
White Oak, Grass Lake, Leslie, Pleasant Lake, plus portions of Washtenaw and 
Jackson counties. As you plan your gift giving for the end of the year, we hope 
you will keep us in mind, and we always need and welcome volunteers in a variety 
of areas. The News may be reached at P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137 or through 
email at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.

Stockbridge Community Outreach. Was organized during the fall of 1981 
because local churches had become unable to handle the volume of requests for 
help. The first food pantry was in a room in the basement of a church. We are 
now located in the old Middle School (now the Stockbridge Activity Center), 
305 W. Elizabeth, Room 120 and are open three days a week. We currently offer 
assistance with food, utilities, housing, transportation, and prescriptions. We have 
clothing and small household goods—all free to the public. We coordinate the Tide 
Me Over weekend and summer food programs for kids and families who are on 
the free or reduced lunch program. We participate with the Fresh Food Initiative 
of Jackson, offering weekly food distributions to anyone who shows up at the site. 
Our facilities are used for government food distribution, and at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas we offer special food and gift programs. We make referrals to other 
agencies for specific needs. Our hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 1 
to 3 p.m., and by appointment. We also provide emergency assistance to those 
living in the Stockbridge School District. For info, call 517-851-7285 or find us 
on Facebook. Our mailing address is P.O. Box 682, Stockbridge Activity Center, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285.

Stockbridge Golden Years Senior Citizens’ Nutrition Site. Meets Fridays in 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Lunch is served at noon, followed by bingo. Social 
time starts at 10:30 a.m. Ages 60+, $3 donation requested, but not required. RSVP 
is appreciated. Call Betti Wetherell by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 517-206-9035. Info@
tcoa.org. or www.tcoa.org/resources/nutrition-services.

Stockbridge Library. Is a branch of Capital Area District Libraries serving the 
Stockbridge area community including all students of Stockbridge Community 
Schools who receive free library cards. The library offers public computers, free 
Wi-Fi, and faxing, copying, and printing. An external Wi-Fi point provides internet 
access to the municipal parking lot across the street. The library also offers books, 
magazines, DVD and Blu-ray movies, music CDs and books on CD for check 
out. There are many more CADL services available with a library card; to learn 
more go to www.cadl.org. We offer programs for all ages including literacy-based 
storytimes for preschoolers, book discussion groups for adults, craft programs 
and special speakers and events. The Friends of the Stockbridge Library offer an 
ongoing used book sale, Recycled Reads, within the library during open hours. 
A Little Free Library is in front of the building and has a variety of community-
sourced free reading material. The library is located at 200 Wood Street, 
Stockbridge and the phone number is 517-851-7810. Our open hours are Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Wednesday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Sunday noon to 4 p.m. We’re closed on Sunday 
during June, July and August. Find more information about the Stockbridge 
Library at www.cadl.org/about/our-locations/stockbridge.

Stockbridge Lions and Lioness Clubs in Stockbridge. The Stockbridge 
Lions Club provides ongoing financial support to a wide range of organizations, 
events and foundations, including Stockbridge Community Outreach, Waterloo 
Farm Museum, Stockbridge Area Arts Council, American Diabetes Association, 
Bear Lake Camp, Stockbridge Day in the Village, Gregory Fourth of July 
Celebration, and Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. The Stockbridge 
Lions Club has awarded more than $250,000 over the past years to graduating 
seniors of Stockbridge High School to help further their educations. The group 
meets the first Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at the Presbyterian C.E. building. Anyone 
interested in joining or contacting the Lions Club may contact Norm Landis, Lions 
president, at 734-498-2380.

Stockbridge Masonic Lodge. Is a charitable organization that supports 
many causes in the Stockbridge area, including scholarship programs at the high 
school, sponsoring teams through Community Education and raising funds and 
sponsoring Adopt-A-Family for Stockbridge Community Outreach. A Mason is 
a member of the oldest and largest goodwill fraternity in the world, known as 
Masonry or Freemasonry. Masonry teaches that each man has a duty to make life 
better, not just for himself, but for everyone. They are in all likelihood the oldest 
continuing group within our community having established themselves by 1862 
in Stockbridge. Their meeting hall is located on the second floor of the building 
which now houses Hometown Pharmacy. You can see their insignia on the door 
between the two Hometown Pharmacy Doors. Their charter does not permit the 
solicitation of members, but they are always happy to include new ones. Their 
history in the community is a long and active one. Contact Greg Uihlein at 734-
905-0990 or greguihlein@howardhanna.com.

Their Guardian, Their Voice. Is a small group of community members 
connecting in an online forum working together to offer help with short-term 
assistance for families in crisis and struggling to feed or care for their pets and/
or livestock. Their Guardian, Their Voice will also try to assist with placement, 
adoption, general medical care, and the occasional emergency medical care 
when funds are available. We are not a wealthy community and resources are 
limited and the list is long but we do our best to meet immediate needs. Our end 
goal is always to make sure any animal doesn’t go hungry or suffer. If someone 
is not comfortable asking publicly for assistance, they can contact one of the 
administrators privately and confidentially. Coverage area is Ingham County, 
Jackson County and immediate surrounding counties. For more information, 
contact Heather Walling at guardiansvoice@hotmail.com or connect with us on 
Facebook at Their Guardian, Their Voice. Ongoing donations can be made at 
paypal.me/guardiansvoice.

Tide Me Over. A backpack program that is part of Outreach, works to stave 
off hunger among the elementary school’s most vulnerable students by sending 
food home with children to tide them over the weekend. Currently, the program 
provides weekend meals to more than 100 Stockbridge elementary students, pre-
kindergarten through sixth grade. Donations may be made c/o the TMO program 
to Stockbridge Outreach, located in the Old Middle School, Mondays and Fridays 
(9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and Wednesdays 1 to 6 p.m. Mail to Stockbridge Community 
Outreach, P.O. Box 682, Stockbridge, MI 49285. Questions or comments? Email 
56Hollowayc@gmail.com.

Town Hall Players. Our hometown community theater group is always looking 
for new members: actors, musicians, technical directors, designers, backstage and 
front-of-house crew, and other volunteers. THP relies on the generous support of 
local businesses, groups, and individuals to continue to produce good local theater. 
See our Facebook page, Stockbridge Town Players. If you would like more info 
or to sponsor a show or the complete season, please find us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/stockbridgethp/. We can be contacted at stockbridgethp@gmail.
com.

Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities. An online forum and 
movement of like-minded individuals with the mindset of community unity and 
pride. 

Continued on page 18. 
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Student Spotlight: Kennadee Ariannah Cox 
lets kindness, responsibility lead her way

Fourth grader Kennadee 
Ariannah Cox was selected as 
Student of the Month at Heritage 
School in December. Photo credit 
Lifetouch 

by Corey Peña
Kennadee Cox, who is also known as “Ariannah” to her friends and 

teachers, is our December choice for Student of the Month at Heritage 
Elementary School. She is in Mrs. Pierce’s fourth grade classroom. 

Kennadee enrolled in Stockbridge Schools in the second grade after 
overcoming great obstacles. COVID took both of her great-grandparents 
and her grandfather and grandmother, leaving only Kennadee and her Corey Peña

mother, Ashley Evans, in her family. They were welcomed 
by a local family, Brian and Debbie Rushlaw and their 
children, where they have thrived with “invaluable support,” 
according to Ms. Evans. Both mother and daughter are 
finding a way to bravely forge a new path in our community. 

Despite this inconceivable loss, Kennadee has made 
remarkable strides in school. 

Ms. Evans calls her daughter a “superb student who gives 
her all toward comprehending her classwork and doesn’t 
mind raising her hand in class even when she is unsure 
of the answer. She is ready to complete her homework 
voluntarily when she returns home, which is not every 
child’s favorite thing to do.” 

Mrs. Pierce agrees wholeheartedly. “Kennadee is 
always putting her best effort into her classwork.” Being 
responsible in and outside of school will help her reach 

many goals. 
Overcoming the challenges that Kennadee faced has not changed her wonderful spirit. 
“Always smiling, always laughing, often offering to help others,” commented Mrs. 

Pierce. 
Her mom added, “She always treats people with respect and takes pleasure in making 

new friends.” 
It is no surprise that this student’s favorite thing about school is being around Mrs. 

Pierce, who is also known for the kindness and empathy she shows her students. 
Kennadee also enjoys cooking, shopping, swimming, movies, and playing with her dolls. 

She has participated in gymnastics at Champion gymnastics in Ann Arbor. She is currently 
in our local Girl Scouts and a member of the community basketball team for her age level. 
Her future aspirations include singing, gymnastics and teaching. From the perspective of all 
who know her, this last aspiration gives us pure joy to think that we could welcome a future 
teacher into the profession with her character and determination. 

Where her heart goes, her mind will follow! Congratulations, Kennadee Ariannah Cox.
Corey Peña is a recently retired Stockbridge school teacher. With a bit more time on her 

hands, she has volunteered to write occasional student profiles for Stockbridge Community 
News. 

Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities cont. 
Its goals include making our community inviting for all near and 
far, coming together as a community united rather than divided, and 
addressing the harder issues and concerns surrounding us. Wake Up 
Stockbridge, which started as a Facebook group to discuss community 
goals, is a positive entity that welcomes different points of view and 
opinions. Working closely with their sister group Munith/Stockbridge 
Pay It Forward to make the simplest of needs to larger of needs meet 
as best they can, to ease economic burdens. The group has grown into 
local gatherings that host community projects. It conducts various types 
of activities and initiatives for young and old, resident or not. Although 
Wake Up highlights Stockbridge as our central point, we are an all-
inclusive group helping overlapping communities and neighbors. “After 
all, it does not take a village, township or district to make a community. 
It takes like-minded people who simply care,” Tina Mullins said.

For more information, contact Tina at wakeupstockbridge@
gmail.com or via Facebook at Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding 
Communities.

Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museums. Located at 13493 
Waterloo-Munith Road, Grass Lake, MI 49240 is maintained and staffed 
by volunteer workers and members of the Waterloo Area Historical 
Society (WAHS). We have operated as a community service since 1962, 
giving tours, living history interpretations, demonstrations, educational 
meetings, and craft classes. To volunteer, see our website or Facebook 
page. Contact WAHS at P.O. Box 37, Stockbridge, MI 49285, email: 
waterloofarmmuseum.org, or call the Farm Museum at 517-596-2254 
to leave a message. See our Facebook page. Open for weekend tours 
starting the first weekend after Memorial Day and ending the weekend 
before Labor Day.

Waterloo Natural History Association. Since 1981, the Waterloo 
Natural History Association (WNHA) has been helping people enhance 
their experiences with nature in the Waterloo Recreation Area. The 
WNHA is a 501(c)3 charitable organization whose purpose is to provide 
both educational and recreational opportunities for people visiting 
the park. The association is composed of concerned citizens who 
want to support environmental education and help promote the area 
as a valuable community resource. Everyone is welcome to become 
a member. The WNHA and the Department of Natural Resources 
have a unique partnership. As a support organization for the Waterloo 
Recreation Area and the Eddy Discovery Center, the WNHA sponsors 
projects, offers weekend public programs, maintains the gift shop, and 
provides services which supplement and complement those offered by 
the DNR. Whether you explore the dark, tangled recesses of the black-
spruce bog, or enjoy listening to the chorusing of woodland frogs, the 
WNHA will help you discover the natural wonders of the Waterloo 
Recreation Area. The Eddy Discovery Center is the nature center for 
the park and is located at 17030 Bush Road, 3 miles west of downtown 
Chelsea. A recreation passport for your vehicle is required for entry. 
Visit the website at www.wnha.org to learn more about the organization, 
program schedules, and memberships, or call the Eddy Discovery 
Center at (734) 475-3170.

Waterloo Needlework Club. This group has continued making 
needlework quilts, knitting and crocheting for people in need since 
1911. The club has supported a number of different charities through 
the years, including making bandages for injured soldiers during World 
Wars I and II. WNC supports a number of current charities with quilts or 
money and will be demonstrating our crafts at Pioneer Day in October 
at the Waterloo Farm Museum. We appreciate donations of good cotton 
fabric, batting, or money to buy these items. We meet the second 
and fourth Thursday of every month at 10 a.m. at the Munith United 
Methodist Church. For info, call Jan, 517-769-2172, powelljanice02@
gmail.com or Mary Myer, 517-851-8752. Leave a message, and we'll 
get back with you.

Groups enrich community page 17
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Turn resolutions into reality with help from MSU Extension programs
Outreach in Action

by Jo Mayer and Paul Crandall
New Year—new diet? New exercise regimen? Meet new people? Rein in your budget? Become a better parent? 
Michigan State University Extension programs can help with all these plans, along with their usual garden and farm 

assistance—and you don’t have to leave home to learn. Many programs are available online to get you moving, cooking, 
meditating, budgeting and more. 

One example: the class My Way to Wellness, which offers information in bite-sized portions of 30 minutes. It’s self-
paced, so it can be completed at participants’ convenience, using a computer or hand-held device with internet access.

“Program participants learn about sensible eating practices that reduce the risk of disease and that support healthy 
weight control,” explained Imelda Galdamez, an associate program leader at the MSU Extension for Expanded Food & 
Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) and Cooking Matters.

“My Way to Wellness includes strategies for successful meal planning, grocery shopping, and cooking and features 
ideas for stretching food dollars and ensuring healthy options while eating on the run,” Galdamez said.

She added, “In addition to nutrition education, the program includes solutions for reaching daily physical activity 
recommendations, plus essential tips to ensure safe food practices when storing, cooking, and transporting food.” 

Each lesson includes an interactive video module, recipes, knowledge checkpoints, and goal-setting activities. The 
video lessons are close-captioned and include voice-over narration. Galdamez noted the program, developed by MSU 
Extension with help from federal and state agencies, is for Michiganders who meet certain income requirements. 
Individuals or agencies that serve income-eligible populations can learn more by navigating to: www.canr.msu.edu/
my_way_to_wellness/ 

Photo credit Tim Mossholder via 
unsplash.com

Most online offerings from the MSU Extension have no income restrictions. Listed here are some examples of “live” online classes being offered in the 
next month or so. Many of these offerings are repeated, so if you can’t make the date listed, check the website for other possible dates. For those reading 
this article in print, use the online Events search, located at www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/events to search for the class name for more details and/or to 
register. 

Many more classes are available in addition to what is on this list. Good luck with your resolutions!
Online Extension Extras Parenting Hour Positive Discipline Jan. 3, 2023, 8 – 9:30 p.m., Online A free online series of parenting workshops that 

provides guidance for parents of young children as they navigate the challenges, joys, and concerns of parenting. 
SLEEP: Sleep Education for Everyone Jan. 5, 2023 – Feb. 9, 2023 (Thursdays), 9-9:30 a.m., Zoom 
A program for everyone who is looking for more sleep or better quality of sleep. 
Mindfulness for Wellbeing Jan. 5 – Feb. 23, 2023, 7-9 p.m. (Thursdays), Online 
A science-based mindfulness training. Discover how mindfulness can make dramatically positive shifts in your physical and mental health. 
Guiding Principles for Highly Successful Parenting Webinar Series Jan. 5 – Feb. 2, 2023, 7:30-9 p.m., Online 
A FREE online course for parents of toddlers to teens to learn strategies for helping children, parents and families be successful. 
Online Stress Less with Mindfulness Jan. 9 – Jan. 13, 2023, 8-9 a.m., Online 
Introduces participants to the experience and practice of mindfulness, with a goal of reducing stress. Meets daily, Monday through Friday for one week.
Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention—Tues/Thurs Jan. 10 – Mar. 9, 2023, 7-8 a.m., Online 
Helps people with or without arthritis to improve balance, both mentally and physically, which helps significantly reduce the rate of falls experienced by 

older adults. 
RELAX Alternatives to Anger Jan 10-31 Jan. 10 – Jan. 31, 2023, 8-9 a.m., Online 
A four-part educational series designed to help adults increase their knowledge about anger issues and put anger management and healthy relationship 

skills into practice. 
Make a Spending Plan Work for You! Jan. 18, 2023, noon–1 p.m., Zoom 
Trying to stretch your money? Learn how to create and manage a spending plan. 
The Importance of Adult Sibling Relationships January 24, 2023, 10–11:30 a.m., Webinar 
Sibling relationships change as the years go by. The need to care for aging parents can bring siblings back together in later life. 
Tips to Build and Protect Your Credit Jan. 25, 2023, noon–1 p.m., Zoom 
This one-hour webinar will discuss 10 credit tips. Learn about credit, credit reports, credit score and how to build good credit. 
Financial Preparedness for Disasters Jan. 25, 2023, 6–7 p.m., Zoom 
Prepare for disasters with these steps that might affect your finances. Save time, money and stress if and when a disaster strikes. 
Preserving MI Harvest – Preserving the Sale Jan. 26, 2023 1-2 p.m. and 6-7 p.m., Zoom Webinar 
Use your freezer to help you save money by purchasing foods on sale and freezing for later use. 
Mortgage 101: How Much Home Can You Afford? Feb. 1, 2023, 12–1 p.m., Zoom 
Looking to buy a home? Learn how to calculate how much home you can afford based on your current income. 
Preserving MI Harvest- Beans, Beans and More Beans Feb. 2, 2023 1-2 p.m. and 6-7 p.m., Zoom Webinar 
Beans, beans, beans. This program will teach how to home-can dry beans, from start to finish, using a pressure canner. Also, learn about preparing the 

finished product. 
This column is sponsored by Stockbridge Community Outreach, our local food pantry, crisis, and referral center located in the Stockbridge Activity Center (old 

middle school) near Cherry and Elm streets in Stockbridge. Office hours are 1-3 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday and by appointment. Outreach49285@gmail.com, 
517-851-7285, or find us on Facebook.
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Through her column, she has introduced SCN readers to a spectrum of genres spanning children's books, young adult fantasy 
fiction, adult romance fiction, and also nonfiction. Clark also willingly volunteers for other writing assignments as needed for SCN. 

As an avid reader and writer, she is certainly well qualified to write about books. Clark has worked for the Stockbridge Library and 
most recently Book Warehouse. 

"I probably have my mom to thank for my love of reading. She read to me and my brother every day when we were children. Also, 
my competitive side pushed me to read a ton during the March reading challenges when I was in school, so that helped too!" Clark 
said.

At the Nov. 30, 2022, meeting of the Stockbridge Community News, Board President Joan Tucker officially welcomed Clark to the 
board. 

"It's clear that Shuyler Clark is an avid reader, and that makes her creative book reviews a delight to read. We are so happy she has 
accepted the SCN Board appointment. Her generational perspective will be a great addition, giving us all an opportunity to learn and 
grow from each other," Tucker said.

Shuyler Clark page 1

When asked what value she hopes to bring to the board, Clark replied, "I 
hope to help come up with new ideas for stories or columns for the paper and 
to extend my writing reach even beyond my own column."

Clark also has written short stories and is hard at work on a novel; she 
hopes to have the second draft done by the end of March. She also writes short 
stories. Wondering what her novel is about? Well, that gives readers the perfect 
excuse to introduce themselves and ask that very question anytime they run 
into Clark out and about in town. 

In the meantime, we'd like to say, "Welcome a-Board" to our newest 
member, Shuyler Clark!
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Woah Nellie … It can't always be about you!
by Mary Jo David
The 100-year-old recipe test, usually from vintage Nellie Maxwell Kitchen 

Cabinet newspaper columns, is taking a sharp turn this month. In keeping with the 
theme of old recipes, the column will focus on the war between the pies, which dates 
back to when my mom married my dad. And since Mom, if she were living, would 
be 100 years old this year, we'll still keep the focus on 100-year-old recipes.

The pies mentioned are not fruit pies, or even sweet pies. Instead they are meat 
pies. The recipes' roots are Canadian—more specifically, French Canadian—because 
my mom's mom hailed from Prince Edward Island and my dad's mom was born and 
raised in Pain Court, a little French-speaking town outside Windsor. 

"War" is maybe a bit of a strong word. Admittedly, Mom had her preference for 
"pork pies," which her own mom taught her to make, and Dad was raised on meat 
pies, or tourtières, which his mother made. But in an effort to keep the family peace, 
Mom learned how to make both kinds of meat pie, so us kids wouldn't grow up 
conflicted and would have a true appreciation for both. 

These pie recipes have provided our family with rich traditions. Mom used to get 
together with her mom and her mother-in-law (on different days, of course!) to bake 
them—and always right before Christmas. House rules dictated that the pies could 
not be eaten until after midnight Mass. In fact, my uncle was quite a baker, and I 
still recall my cousin emptying his freezer after he passed away, only to find a pork 
pie wrapped in a Ziploc with "NOT to be eaten until after midnight Mass" written in 
Sharpie on the bag.

You would think a meat pie is a meat pie is a meat pie, but you would be wrong. A tourtière looks like a traditional two-crust pie with a combination 
of ground meats and spices inside. A pork pie, at least the ones we grew up with, are more like a pasty, and instead of ground meat, grandma's pork pies 
contained chunks of seasoned pork butt.

Over the years, the tradition of making meat pies has been handed down from generation to generation. Occasionally, as cousins, we get together to 
make a social event out of baking pork pies. And just this year, one of my 
sisters assembled a few of our family to make tourtières together. It was 
an all-day event culminating in a challenge to see how many tourtières we 
could fit in the oven at once. The answer: two large pies and eight smaller 
pies, but I don't suggest you try this at home, as the two large pies burned 
slightly. Subsequently, we baked the pies only one or two at a time.

The crusts play a huge part in distinguishing these delicious pies. 
Although it doesn't exactly match our grandmother's recipe, The Blue Jean 
Chef has a convenient, delicious recipe online at bluejeanchef.com/recipes/
french-canadian-tourtiere and her recipe's crust is loaded with butter, sour 
cream, and cheddar cheese—what's not to love! The family pork pie recipe 
is unusual in that you make bread dough AND pie dough, and after your 
bread dough rises, you pinch pieces of pie dough off and press it into the 
bread dough before wrapping the dough around your pork into the shape of 
a pasty. The technique sounds strange, but the end result is always delicious.

I can't emphasize enough the value of handing down family recipes and 
the treasured experiences that result when you make the time to get together 
with family and friends in the kitchen. This past year when we got together 
to make tourtières, the party was BYOR—as in "bring your own rolling 
pin." Our sister-in-law always has something up her sleeve to make our 
gatherings more interesting. This year, she surprised us by pulling out a 
small rolling pin. She shared the story about how her father used it when he 
was a boy growing up on a farm in Ohio. Occasionally he'd help his mother 
in the kitchen using this child-size rolling pin, which rumor has it, was 
fashioned from an old fence post. Well that little boy is Hank Condon, who 
for years had a cottage right over on Half Moon Lake. And later this year, 
Hank will be celebrating his 100th birthday!

Hank is a great storyteller in his own right, but oh the stories that rolling 
pin could tell!
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 It's common to get on a bush plane headed 
to the village and find that half the seats have 
been removed, with stacks of boxes and totes 
tied down in their place. My village is built 
around a river, and it has boardwalks instead 
of roads. In the summer, people get around by 
boat, riding four-wheelers (called "hondas" 
regardless of brand), and walking.

In the winter, people walk or use 
snowmobiles (called "snowmachines" or 
"rigs"). Some people still use four-wheelers, 
although some days it's too cold for them to 
start.

Speaking of winter, it starts early here. 
There is snow on the ground by the end 

Karlee Fillmore page 1

The aurora borealis lights up the night sky in rural 
Alaska near the Arctic Circle. Photo provided by 
Karlee Fillmore

of October, and it will stay until May. It's typical to have multiple blizzard warnings 
throughout the winter. In the winter, days tend to have highs around minus 10, but it can get 
as low as 60 below zero. In January 2022, the temperature didn't get warmer than minus 30 
for three weeks, with wind chills frequently in the minus 40s.

 Since extreme temperatures are the norm, and there are no cars in the village, the only 
time school is canceled for weather in my village is when there are whiteout conditions. 
Last year, we had school on multiple days where there were blizzard warnings, as well as on 
days with a wind chill of 65 below zero. Elementary students have outside recess until it's 
minus 30 out. The majority of our students walk to school, many over a mile one way, so 
they're used to being out in the cold. 

The school I work at is one building that serves grades K-12, with about 275 students. 
Each grade has one class with sizes ranging from 28 (unusually large) to 12 students. I've 
been told that a typical class is about 16-18 students. We have no "specials" teachers, so 
elementary teachers are responsible for teaching their class PE, art and music. 

While we don't have specials teachers, we do have an Inupiaq teacher. Elementary 
students have Inupiaq five days per week. They learn the Inupiaq language, values, and 
cultural practices. This includes activities like beading, sewing animal skins, as well as 
identifying animal tracks and different kinds of fish.

 Middle school students have Inupiaq five days per week for one semester, and 
participate in the same activities as the elementary students in addition to more advanced 
activities. The more advanced activities are setting and checking fishing nets (before the 
river freezes and after), cleaning and scaling fish, as well as processing different kinds of 
animals.

 In addition to daily Inupiaq classes, our school partners with the National Selawik 
Wildlife Refuge (located near our village) to offer a science culture camp in September. 
Elementary students attend as a day trip. While there, they get to pick berries, check fishing 
nets, and then scale the fish from the nets.

 Middle school students go for two or three days and do the same activities as the 
elementary students, as well as learn some basic survival skills.

 The high school students go to culture camp for five days (Monday-Friday). They get to 
do everything the elementary and middle students do, as well as hunt game. 

This year, our high schoolers got a moose while at culture camp! They quartered the 
moose out at camp, and then brought it back to the school for further processing. The 
middle and high schoolers got to help with the extensive work of processing the meat. The 
elementary classes were able to walk through and observe.

Once the moose was processed, there was enough meat that they were able to give some 
to the elders in the village and every high schooler that went to culture camp was able to 
take a bagful home.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Panthers pull away from Aggies in opener

Joey Ballagh splits a pair of Fowlerville defenders. Photos 
provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The varsity boys basketball team used 

a 20-4 run in the fourth quarter to pull 
away from Dansville for a 56-36 season-
opening win Dec. 8.

Dansville led 7-6 after one, but the 
Panthers outscored the Aggies 23-15 in 
the second to take a 29-22 lead at the 
break. Joey Ballagh and Jalen Rogozinski 
hit two triples each in the quarter to spark 
the Panthers.

Dansville fought back and outscored 
the Panthers 10-7 in the third to cut the 
lead to 36-32, but the fourth was all 
Stockbridge.

Drew Robinson scored eight in the 
fourth, while Rogozinski and Kegan 
Collins both hit big triples in the quarter 
to help the Panthers pull away.

Collins led Stockbridge with 17 points.
Rogozinski and Robinson scored 

11 points each and Ballagh eight. Jake 
Sawicki finished with four points, Zach 
Fletcher three, and Noah Lewis two.

Charyl Stockwell Academy
The Panthers used a big first quarter to 

take an early 19-10 lead and held on for a 
73-60 win Dec. 13 over Charyl Stockwell 
Academy.

Robinson scored seven and Ballagh hit 
a pair of triples to spark the Panthers first-
quarter run.

CSA held tough in the second, but 

Lady Panthers off and running 
with 3-2 start in basketball

Bartrum signs to play softball at 
Spring Arbor University

Bailey Bartrum signed a letter of intent to play softball at Spring 
Arbor University. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Stockbridge senior Bailey Bartrum recently signed her letter 

of intent to play softball at Spring Arbor University.
Bartrum set the school record for strikeouts in a season last 

year and is near the top of every pitching record in school history. 
The big highlight of her junior season came when she pitched 

two perfect games against Maple Valley, striking out all 18 batters 
she faced in the doubleheader. 

Her parents are Candy and Steve Bartrum.

Collins scored seven in the quarter to help the Panthers keep a 34-26 lead at the break.
Collins stayed hot in the third with 11 points and Robinson added seven as Stockbridge pushed 

the lead to 56-40 after three and cruised to the win.
Stockbridge was led by Collins with 27 points.
Robinson finished with 20 points and Sawicki nine. Ballagh added seven points, David Kluesner 

four, and Rogozinksi one.
Lansing Christian
After struggling in the first half, the Panthers came to life in the second and pulled away to beat 

Lansing Christian 43-30 in a Dec. 15 contest.
Stockbridge took an 8-2 lead after one, but the Pilgrims battled back to cut the lead to 15-12 at 

the half. 
The Panthers heated up in the third, building a 28-21 lead when Ballagh caught a long inbounds 

pass and launched an off-balance 3-pointer at the buzzer that went in to give the Panthers a 31-21 
lead after three. 

Collins took over in the fourth, scoring 10 of the Panthers 12 points as they pulled away for the 
win.

Stockbridge was led by Collins with 18 points, followed by Robinson with 11 and Ballagh 10. 
Rogozinski added three points and Kluesner one. 

Stockbridge wrestlers battling on the mats
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge wrestling team has had a rough start to the season but continues to battle hard 

on the mats.
The Panthers have a small squad this year, but continue to move forward with coach Bob 

Richards returning to the mat after a brief hiatus from coaching.
Stockbridge went 0-5 at the Portland Team Invite Dec. 10, filling only seven of 13 weight classes.
They fell to Coldwater 60-6, Corunna 54-6, Leslie 36-12, Montrose 84-0, and Portland 72-0. 
Christopher Conant picked up a 34-second pin against Corunna and a second pin against Leslie, 

while Jayson Conant earned a third-period pin against Leslie. 

Kegan Collins moves toward the basket against Dansville. 

Alaina Kellenberger scored 23 against 
Fowlerville. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

by Keith 
Michaels

The Stockbridge 
girls basketball team 
kicked off its season 
with a strong 3-2 
overall start after 
a 44-22 win over 
Lansing Christian 
Dec. 16.

The Pilgrims 
jumped out to a 
quick 10-5 lead 
after one, but the 

Panthers came to life in a big way in the second.
Taylor Asquith, Maddie Dalton and Gracee Robidou all 

hit triples in the second to spark the Panthers, but it was the 
defense that dominated, holding the Pilgrims scoreless in 
the quarter to help the Panthers go on a 15-0 run for a 20-15 
lead at the half. 

Stockbridge outscored Lansing Christian 15-9 in the 
second behind four points each from Alaina Kellenberger 
and Taylor Lockhart to give the Panthers a 35-24 lead after 
three.

See Girls basketball on page 25.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

Taylor Lockhart drives to the basket against Fowlerville. Photo provided by 
Keith Michaels

The Panthers would cruise in the fourth with a 9-3 run to pull away for 
the 22-point win.

Asquith and Kellenberger scored 11 points each to lead Stockbridge. 
They both also grabbed 12 rebounds each to finish with double-doubles 
on the night.

Robidou finished with 10 points, Dalton six, and Lockhart five, and 
grabbed 12 rebounds. 

Charyl Stockwell Academy
Looking back, the Panthers opened the season by cruising past Charyl 

Stockwell Academy 52-14 in the Nov. 29 season opener.
A 17-1 run in the first quarter was all the Panthers needed to coast to 

the win. Robidou scored seven in the opening quarter and Kellenberger 
six to spark Stockbridge.

They continued to pour it on in the second by outscoring CSA 14-2 for 
a 31-3 halftime lead and never looked back.

Girls basketball page 24

Robidou led the Panthers with 18 points on the night.
Kellenberger finished with a double-double of 14 points and 11 rebounds, while Lockhart added 10 points and seven boards. 

Asquith chipped in with four points and nine rebounds, Melina Sayre three, Dalton two, and Grace Lackey one.
Dansville
The Panthers fell to Dansville 49-38 in a Nov. 30 contest.
The Aggies, who reached the D3 quarterfinals last season, outscored the Panthers 13-4 in the second, and Stockbridge was never 

able to recover.
Lockhart led the Panthers with 12 points and eight rebounds.
Robidou finished with 11 points, while Kellenberger had nine points and seven rebounds. Melina Sayre, Dalton and Asquith 

scored two points each on the night.
East Jackson
Stockbridge fell to East Jackson 50-45 in the GLAC/Cascades Challenge Dec. 3 at Olivet College.
The Panthers fell behind 12-5 after one period and played catch-up for most of the game.
The teams were tied at 31 in the third when the Trojans hit a triple to retake a three-point lead and held on for the win.
Robidou had a big game with 19 points, five steals and three rebounds to lead the Panthers.
Dalton finished with nine points and six rebounds, while Kellenberger added eight points and six rebounds. Lockhart finished with 

five points and five rebounds, and Thalia Sayre four points and three rebounds.
Fowlerville
The Panthers snapped a two-game skid in strong fashion Dec. 6 by taking down Fowlerville 34-20.
Stockbridge held the Gladiators to just 12 points over the final three quarters as they pulled away for the win.
Lockhart scored the first five points of the game to boost the Panthers to a 10-8 lead after one, when the defense locked down on 

the Glads.
Kellenberger became a force for the Panthers in the second by putting eight points on the board to give her 11 for the half as 

Stockbridge took a 21-11 lead at the break.
Both teams struggled in the third with each scoring just four points and the Panthers holding a 25-15 lead after three.
Kellenberger finished off her big night with eight points in the fourth quarter to help the Panthers pull away for the win. She would 

finish with a team-high 23 points for the Panthers.
Lockhart was a force on the boards with a team-high 15 rebounds and scored six points. Dalton finished with four points and 

Robidou one.

25
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by Cindy Anderson, DVM
Cats and dogs can develop diabetes. Just like in humans, pets with diabetes may not be able to produce 

enough insulin. Insulin is produced by the pancreas and allows glucose in the blood to enter cells, allowing the 
body to properly function.

In pets, symptoms of diabetes and the complications of the disease include weight loss, excessive thirst and 

Pets with diabetes need early and proper treatment

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

urination, lower appetite and pungent breath with a chemical smell.
Treating your pet's diabetes early and properly is crucial. Poorly managed diabetes in pets can lead to 

dangerous complications, including cataracts, seizures, kidney failure and the premature death of your 
beloved pet.

Your pet's treatment will probably start with a lot of visits to the veterinarian for checkups and 
medication adjustments, but the diabetes management you do at home is equally as important.

Diabetes in pets usually is treated in three parts. The first part is insulin injections twice per day. Your 
veterinarian will teach you how to administer injections to appropriately time them according to your pet's 
meals.

Diet is the second part of treatment. This typically means quality protein, fiber and complex 
carbohydrates to slow the absorption of glucose (sugar) from the carbohydrates in the meals. Your 
veterinarian also may recommend a low-fat diet.

The third part of the treatment is exercise. A moderate, consistent exercise routine can help prevent 
sudden drops or spikes in glucose levels. Take your dog on daily walks or play a game of fetch.

Taking care of a pet with diabetes isn't the easiest, but it can usually help them live a long healthy life!
If you have any concerns about your pet's health or symptoms, consult with your veterinarian. If you 

have concerns, contact Dr. Cynthia Anderson and the staff here at Lakelands Trail Veterinary Clinic of 
Stockbridge, 517-655-5551, to obtain a professional diagnosis and always schedule regular examinations.

Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary 
medicine for over 28 years. 

In pets, symptoms of diabetes 
and the complications of the 
disease include weight loss, 
excessive thirst and urination, 
lower appetite, and pungent 
breath with a chemical smell. 
Photo credit Jonas Vincent via 
unsplash.com

Paws and Claws
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If possible, plan your travel around snowstorms, opting not to drive the day 
prior to, during, or the day after a snowfall. This can help minimize the amount 
of salt your car encounters (and help you avoid possible dangerous driving 
conditions). Of course, avoiding driving entirely isn't always possible. If you 
do have to drive, be mindful of avoiding potholes and puddles, which can 
collect dirt, salt, and other items that could damage your car.

Keep an eye on the interior. With road salt, the exterior of a car often gets 
the most attention, but it’s important to care for your car's interior, too. Salt and 
grime can be tracked in on your shoes during the winter, quickly staining the 
carpet. To prevent this, you can put down plastic weather floor mats to protect 
the inside of your car. 

If you do track in any salt, be sure to vacuum and clean the carpeting or 
seats promptly to help prevent staining.

Touch up paint chips. Salt can corrode metal quickly, especially on paint 
that's damaged. If your car has any chips or scratches to the paint job, be sure 
to repair them promptly – ideally before the first snowfall. This will protect 
the actual body of your car from damage and prevent the paint job from 
deteriorating further.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 
Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here 
over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, 
and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the 
two, they have been working on cars for more than 75 years.
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27th annual Christmas on the Farm 
event rings in the holiday season

by Joan Tucker
Christmas on the Farm, hosted by the Waterloo Area Historical Society, 

recently marked its 27th year. Every first weekend of December, it’s the first 
holiday event I attend to put me in the Christmas Spirit. For many years, with 
family, friends, or just alone, I enjoy the quiet, serene, winter setting of the 
farm, allowing me plenty of time to enjoy my surroundings and appreciate the 
festive decorations. 

The grainery is my first stop. Oh, the smell of fresh pine and cedar boughs 
are the best experience! Picking out my annual wreath to hang on the garage 
and often something else that catches my eye is so satisfying. The gnomes were 
too cute to resist this year. 

Now, I have seen everything on this farm over the years, but I always head 
to the Realy house. It’s the best time to poke around and look at the things that 
interest me. In the sitting room, a simple, small Christmas tree and Nativity 
scene catches the light of the neighboring window, adding to the festive 
mood. Next stop, the parlor, a formal room that shows off a beautiful organ 
and Victorian style Christmas tree. This room lets me imagine the feeling of 
special occasions when the family came together. Then I head upstairs, (not 
always open to the public) to look at the children’s and parents’ rooms. This 
year I learned how the parents tightened the rope beds. That’s where that 
expression “sleep tight” comes from. Then, my favorite room of the house – 
the attic. Wide plank floor boards and support beams always intrigue me, but 
it’s the junk that’s been collected that catches my attention. Being an antique 
lover gives me pause to stop and examine old chairs, spinning wheels, various 
trunks, and tools. If only these articles could talk! What a history lesson we 
would get! Taking the second staircase down puts me in the dining room. The 
dulcimer music is delightful as I weave my way through the pantry to the 
kitchen. Cooking on that old stove takes practice. I had the opportunity to try it 
out and managed to fry onions and potatoes.

I think I am finished and start to head out, but I stop to admire the sleigh and 
old wagons. So cool. And then I see Santa visiting with families and checking 
on the children. Yes, they have been good boys and girls. Their excitement is 
palpable.

So next year, plan a visit to Christmas on the Farm at the farm museum to 
start your holiday spirit flowing.

Photos by Joan Tucker


